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MARY. 

THE French court was now very earneft a. 0.1557. 
with the queen-regent to lay before the 
Scotch parliament^ the obligations the nation 
was under to ad offenfively againft the £qg- 
lilh, who were then in aftual war with Franci^ 
according to the tenor of the treaties, I have 
often mentioned. The queen-regent aflembled a ptriw 
a parliament at Ncwbottle, in Mid Lothian, ^^^ 
where ihe laid before the members the requeft 
made by the French king, and peronptorily 
infified upon their declaring war againfi Eng- 
land. They aniwered with great firmnefs, that 
they had ziothing to apprehend from that 
court; that its difpofitions wwe pacific; and 

B2 that 
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A. D. 1557. ttst' negotiations between the two crowns wcrc^ 
then going on at Carliflc. This behaviour of the 
Scotch parliament, didnotjdiiconcert the queen* 
mother. She fent repeated orders to D^Oyffel 
to continue building the fort at Eymouth, to 
flreigthen the garrifon of Berwick ; and, in fhort, 
to ontiit no kind of hoftility againft their intereft. 
The earl of Weftmorcland, one of the Englifh 
commiifioners at Carlifle, informed the earl of 
Shrewfbury, that the Scots were trifling ; and 
, that their troops were a<Eling in *a manner direftl jr 
contrary to the language of their commiilion- 
ers at Carlifle. His letter is dated on the ninth 
of June, and contains many particulars of hof- 
tilities daily committed by the Scots againft 
the Englifh. It is almoft incredible, that af- 
ter thofe provocations, the Englifh court was 
fo unwilling to come to a determined rup- 
/ ture, that the negotiations continued,- and on 
the thirteenth of July, a truce for two months 
wms agreed upon by both parties, provided the 
refpedive fovercigns approved, 
mfferencet The qucen-regeut, far from agreeing to this 
luid. truce, fent a peremptory requifition to queen 

Mary of England, demanding that fhe fhould 
withdraw her troops from the Low Countries ; 
and threatening her, if that was refufed, with 
an immediate declaration of war. A demand 
of that kind, fo indefenfible in itfelf, and fo 
iinex^ded at the time it was made, exafpe* 
rated the queen of England fo much, that 

hearing 
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hearing the queen-regent was advanced to ^ ^* 'SS7- 
Dunbar, with the Scotch, or rather the French 
army, fhe talked of taking the field in perfon j 
and fome preparations were aftually made for 
that purpofe. 

' The- iituation of the queen-regent was now 
very diflFerent from what it had formerly been . 
She was, indeed, devoted to the intereft of 
France, and eager for the union of Scotland 
with that crown, by means of a marriage be- 
tween her daughter and the dauphin ; but fhe 
was obliged to purfue that meafure in an indi- 
reft manner, very contrary to her inclination, 
by courting the Scotch nobility, the majority 
of whom were the declared friends of the 
Reformation. She now lay under another dif- 
advantage. The clergy, formerly the great 
fupport of the French intereft, were no longer 
jealous of the Engliih nation, which had, at 
its head, a queen according to their own 
mind; and they were even difgufted at the 
partiality which the queen-regent and the 
French intereft had fliewn in favour of here- 
tics. This was one main caufe of the queen- 
regent's mifcarriage in the parliament at New- 
bottle; but Ihe found refources in the great 
fupplies Ihe received from France, and in the 
earl of Huntley, and other Scotch noblemen 
of the old religion, or fworn enemies to Eng^ 
iand. In the coUeftions that have been made 
by Engliih authors, we have a great number 

of 
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A.D. 1557. of particulars relating to the hoftilities noW car-^ 
ried on ; but jas the war was little better than 
prsedatory^ I fliall confine inyfelf to the mofl; 
important circumftanccs* 
The earl of xhc carl of Huntley, in the beginning of 
ikcbrcdge. Auguft, was dccIarcd warden-general of the 
boficia. Scotch borders, and was direded to begin hof» 
tilities as foon as poiSble. The' Scotch army 
was then lying at Dunbar; but that of the 
French was ftill farther advanced towards Ber- 
wick, under the command of D'OyfleJ, and 
one Chartebufy* The Englifh army was to be 
comn:ianded by the earls of Shrewfbury and 
Wefiinoreland ; but they found the northern 
countries fo difaffeded to the fcrvice, that they 
rcfufed either to go into garrifon, or to 
take the field before the Scots entered Eng- 
land. This objeftion was foon removed by 
the earls of Huntley and Hume, with the two 
bafiard brothers of the young queen, the lords 
James and Robert, filling their neighbourhood 
with ravages, and putting all to the fword 
who made refiftance. It is hard to fay what 
the event might have been, had not Henry 
Piercyi brother to the earl of Northumber* 
land, a gentleman of fpirit and great intereft iq 
the north of England, prevailed with the free- 
holders, and the chief gentry there v/ho joined 
him, by which he faved the caftle of Ford, and 
threw himfelf into that of Alnwick, thereby pre* 
venting it from falling into the hands of the 
^ Scots, 
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Scots. The eaft marches of England, how- a,D4i$s> 
ever, continued to be in great danger ; but 
Piercy being reinforced by part of the garrif 
fon of Berwick, made fo good an appearance, 
that the invaders thought proper to retire^ 
According to Piercy 's own account^ he pur- 
fued his enemies into the Merfe, where he 
burnt fixteen towns, and carried off a large 
bootyj befides fome prifoners. 

, The queen-regent, during this inroad into ThcF«nck 
England, had affembled a very confiderable ^jj^^u*^ 
army. D'Oyffel had l?een at great pains to ^^ ^ 
teach the Scotch foldiers the French >difcipline ; 
and mention is made in the Engliih records, of 
an encounter between the earl of Huutley, 
and the earl of Northumberland^ who was 
appointed warden of the Engliih marches, in 
which the latter was repulfed ; but I appre-» 
hend that this muft have happened in the la& 
inroad I have mentioned; for Upon the re« 
treat of the Scotch army towards Maxwell-, 
Heugh, they became very cool in the profecu-* 
tipn of an offenfive war with England. This 
was owing to the violence of the queen and 
the French party, who thought that the fuct 
ccfe of their arms would get the better of th» 
backwardnefs of the Scots to enter England t 
and therefore the queen -regent infified moft 
furioufly, that the whole army ihould pafii 
the Tweed. The duke of Chatlcheraut op* 
pofcd this propofal i and the. army, in general, 

refufed 
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A. D. 155/. ref ufed to fcrvc in another kingdom^ at the 
command of the queen-regent. The Englifh 
were well ac(juainted with thofe fentiments of 
the Scots ; and both armies lay inactive within 
fix miles of Berwick, the officers of both pay- 
ing vifits, and afts of civility, to each other. 
It was at laft agreed, that the ftate of the war 
ihould be referred to a parliament, or rather an 
ailembly of the nobility, which was accordingly 
fummoned by the queen-regent to meet at £din- 
burgh, towards the end of the fame month. 
The Englifh army, at this time, amounted to 
eighteen, or at leaft fixteen thoufand men, of 
whom fix thoufand were cavalry. 
Moderttioa The difputcs amoug the Scots might have 
wh^^cQ^itf" heen fatal to them, had it not been for the al- 
mo£b unexampled moderation of the Englifii' 
court. The earl of Shrewfbury, and their chief 
officers in the North, received repeated orders 
to hive a vigilant eye upon the motions of the 
Scots ; but to lie upon the defenfive, and to 
fpare no money in obtaining intelligence. They 
were obliged to comply with thofe orders with- 
out daring to attack the French, who continued 
to be encamped near Berwick, while the Scotch 
army lay at Edinburgh, waiting the refult of 
the determinations of the aflembly that had 
been fummoned.* The duke of Chatleheraul^ ' 
and other Scotch noblenien, at this time held a 
clofe'correfponce with the Englifli government; 
fo that the latter were under no apprehenfion^ 

from 
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from their enemies, as long as they fhould con- a, d. 1555. 
tinue upon the defenfive. A cartel, in the in- 
termediate time, was fettled for the exchange 
ofprifoners. :, 

In the meeting of the nobility at Edinburgh, Hoftiiitfer* 
the French intereft prevailed for the continu- »»«"« be* 

* twcta Scdt- 

ance of the war; on pretence of an attempt undand 
made by the Englilh againft the fort at Ey- 
mouth. On the feventh of September, the army 
began its march in three divifions, the firft was 
commanded by the earl of Huntley, the center 
by the duke of Chatleheraut, and the rear by. 
the earl of Caflils. The duke was now a ftre- 
nuous partizan for England; and he had ac- 
cepted of the nomination, with an intention to 
defeat the French party in the councils of war. 
The fiege of Berwick was propofed to be un* 
der taken; but. when the aflfair came to be de- 
bated, the duke oppofed it with fuch firmnefs, 
that the queen-regent defpaired of bringing the 
Scots to aft offenfively ; and they remained to 
the fixteenth of that month in an unaftive 
ftate. It is plain, from Sir Henry Piercy's let- 
ters, that the duke of Chatleheraut, at this, 
time, held a clofe correfpondence with him, and 
the otiier Engliih nobility ; and even entertained 
fpies about the cjueen-regent's perfon. This 
correfpondence was unknown to the earl of 
Shrewlbury, and the Englifh generals in the 
North; for when the earls of Weftmoreland 
and Derby, underftanding that the Scotch army 
had refumed their march about the fccond of 

Voi.^ VL c oao- 
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X.D,J557. Oaobcr, had muftei-ed tlifeir ufffiy, Jilid "tntt 
preparing to fight thttti\ thfey Were tOutrttt- 
itianded by an order frbfli th^ Englifli COtnt, 
As the Scotch army had been ordered to ftrt- 
nifti them'felves only .witli forty dayB provifons, 
the time was almoft felapfed, t^hen J3H3yfly, 
without waiting for the ttfa\t of die ctmnril^ 
deliberations, on the feventoeifith of OAdber 
paffed the Tweed tvitti tis Pretich troops aii3 
artillery, attended by fome of tlit moft forward 
' of the Scots, and laid fiege to the ca'ftle of 
Wark, which was bravely defended by a gen- 
tleman of the name of Slinglby* 



Infolent 



con%^ of The queen-regent, at the time of thk titiSu-j 
the French, ji^Qj-j^ed, and infolcnt enterprise, was at Kelfo, 
It was evident, that D'Oyffel had undertaken 
it, in order to fulfil her promifes to the ft-ench 
court. The Scotch nobility, with the duke of 
' *^' Chatleheraut at their head, met at IstaXweR 
fieugh, where they paffed an aft, juttifying the 
^uke of Chatleheraut's proceedings, in refufing 
to enter England, and ordaining the army to be 
brought T)ack ; and the fiege of thfe CJiftle of 
t^ark to he left, (raifed) for fuch ts the word 
of the record. This aft was a defeazance of the 
queen-regent's authority; but the refentment 
of the nobility did not. flop there. The duke 
of Chatleheraut was authorized to acquaint her, 
in plain terms, that they were refolved not to 
pay the French king's general an obedience, 
which they had formerly refufed tp their own 
princes J* meaning, that the latter had aWaysi 

con- 
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Sagbo^^ Th^y» ^tth^^f^^c jfcii^e, threatened 
to aa^f . P'Qyifel aj^wer for ki$ condud with. 
hh h^dd^ if ih^ did npt exclude his influencei 
^Qm li^r cQUQcils. TJ^e ^arjr of Huntley wasj^ 
th? eply* aebknaan, g?efept^ whq Qppofed thofC; 
^fi[)l»t^Q$} for wWc^L they put him under zxr. 
r«ft. i pegrceiye, hp^everj, that feme talk was 

MdiAthis eouacili about concluding a peaiqe 
with Ij^glaiid^ without the queen- regent's, au-, 
thority, whiph naight be the re^fon of that no- 
Ucmao's: being confined. 3lij2 qucim-regent 
seceived the. news, at Kelfd, with great indig- 
B»Moii^lKheRcproiuu«icated tet hep by the duke 
of Chatleheraujb, and other noble«ne»,. deputed 
iov th4t pui^fe. In vain did ih& make ufe 
©f pfuj^TSf meaa^eSy and even tears, to pre* 
vail with them to alter their ^'cfolution ; for 
^y coatinued firm in it ; and £he was obliged 
t0 fign an order for I^Qyfiel to raife the fiegxu 

ThiB ceadud: q£ the Scotch nobility in thi3 Policy of 

expedition, however ipiri ted and patriotic it nobUuyr 

waa, is not entirely diefenfifelis, becaufe they 

made no provifion for the f^ retreat of their 

army, -w,hieh the duke pf Cjiiatlehf^r^Ut might 

cafijy have doney hy means of hi$ cwrefpond- 

CQts. Th0 ]£.ngliib generals could fcarcely 

Cjedijt tJMir own good fortune ; for it appears^i 

fipom. th^ir owu r€iCQrd5, tha<t their tropps were 

in a mQft miferal^le condition tq have refifted 

an ki¥a6o» j mi mmy . of Ibftm b»d acT:ually 

/ C 2 ' mutiny *d 
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A. D. 1557* mutiny'd for want of pay, and all kind of ne- 
ceflaries.' The retreat of the Scots gave them 
frefh fpirits. The lords Wharton and Evers, 
\vith ' a detachment from the ganrifon of Ber* 
wick,' made an irruption into Scotland, and 
deftrpyed it for fome miles. Sir Henry Piercy, 
Sir John Fofter, and other gentlemen, entered 
the middle- marches ; took the caftle of Lin- 
ton, deftroyed the town, and burnt a number 
of villages. They were oppofed by a Teviot- 
dale gentleman, Sir Andrew Car ; and an en- 
counter enfued, to the difadvantage of the 
Scots, who loft another gentleman of eminence 
of the fame name. The Englifli were fuf- 
fered to return with their booty. 

Affairs oo The queen-regeut now perceived that her au- 
thority was liable to be controuled in every 
refpeft ; and that it was neceffary to eftablifh 
it, by haftening the marriage of her daughter 
with the dauphin, which would reduce the 
powers affumed by the council. Her fitua- 
tion, at this jundure, was fuch, that fhe re- 
ceived the greateft oppofition from the chiefs 
of the Roman catholic party ; and her princi- 
pal dependence was on thofe of the reformed, 
whofe followers flie treated with great indul- 
gence. Without feeming to refent whathadpaff- 
ed at Kelfo, fhe ordered the Scotch army to be 
difbanded, all but a few, who chofe to ferve 
with the French : they went into winter-quar- 
ters at Eymouth, and other places on the bor- 
ders. 



the coQU- 
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dm. She had receiired the difagreeable lietvs a. 0.1557, 
of the French having been totally de- 
feated at the battle of St. Quintin, by the 
Englilh and Spaniards ; but that the conftable 
of France, the great oppofer of her daughter's 
marriage with the dauphin, was a prifoner. 
It is here proper to obferve, that the favour- 
able turn which the French aflFairs afterwards 
took under the duke ofx Guife, was, in a great 
mcafure, owing to the diverlion flie had made 
upon the Englifli borders. The Englifh fol- 
diers diiliked the Spaniards fo much, that af- 
ter the battle of St. Quintin, they demanded, 
in a mutinous manner, to return to their own 
country, to defend it againft the Scots ; which 
fo many of them did, that the duke of Guife, 
who was recalled from Italy, retrieved the 
luftre of the French arms ; met with no^ op- 
poiition in the preparations he made for re- 
taking Calais, and entirely driving the Eng- 
lifh out of France. That he was fuccefsful, 
was owing, in a great meafure, to the queen- 
regent's management in Scotland, which main- 
tained her credit at the French court. I ihall 
not here defcribe all the preparative fteps taken 
by that king for reconciling the Scotch nation 
to the match between his fon and the qiieen 
of Scotland, and which met with no very 
ftrong oppofition. I fhall only obferve, that 
the bigotry of Mary of England, and her huf- 
band, Philip of Spain, with the daily appre- 

heuiion$ 
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riage, were ftrong. raetivea foij t|i# S^cqIqV r<H 

former^ to wifti for ^ Fr^^i?^ «^9tc}^ ?»tht« 

than tjiat thc^ir qiieen (houl4 bft b^flsQ¥?C(4 ugQH 

^ny prince of the hpufe of Au^ftn^n 

eiSon of Th^ Scotch parliament in«(;, ^ aqcQr^ia^Jp^ ijt* 

ttihmrilJ. fi^ipmonsi qn the fo«rl[«^i^|h ^f PccfipfefPi 

a^d t^^jre ^h^ q^^q-regfqt Jlai4 Ij^fpr^ ^^ tft 

ifembly a letter from tii« $Ve9^ ki^i;; ^ t^ 

ftate^ of Scotlanii) 4^firii|g %h€im t^ s^f^iQl^ 

, ibme of thqir own i3^U9ibei? tQ vsp^r to 1?^% 

to Iw; witneffe^ of the manTiftg? be^tw^ftn tbe^ 

••tea It St. <Jauphm and th^ir ^i^^ca^ JJie l^tti^r is writr- 

^eToft" ^» witji^ decency, though Bij^hw^n %s it. 

'*• contains a proli;$ equmfiratiei* of the. ai:^ti€fftfe. 

kagues between France art4 Scotti©<i. Thtr 

moil obfervable. pafi&ge of it is» thie misntioar 

of the young queen's being cirni^ Qv^ t(» 

France, with a vi^w to the isi4rriag^. Wt 

imow of no debate tha.t foUaw^d upon the' 

prefentment of this letter. In compli^njce witln 

k, a commiffion was given that, very dayt 

for the following perfons : James Beaton arch- 

bifhop of Glafgow, David Panter bifhop o£ 

Rofs, principal fecretary of ftate, Robert Reid. 

biihop of Orkney, prefident of thk^ feifion; 

George Lcfley earl of Rothes, a privy coun-< 

fellor, Gilbert Kennedy earl of CaiSls^ lord 

high-treafurer ; James loird Fleming, high cham^ 

berlain, George lord Seaton, James §teuarfc 

pi'ior of St. Andrew's, natural 'bra^hier tp the 

. * queen. 



imt bt tht '^^Stik^ fea, as AtO»«y» for tbe 

tte ¥tfi»lQ(!li ItUgiMS a^ ibbe 6f th^m h^d to France 

tiifiiagtti&ed ttefiifehm fat their aed ^^inft ^u^^. 
yojeiy. iPtttff^ who w^» ttn acoompiilhcd "^*8^ 
thi«fi9iMh, W&6 tik«Q Ml htt^ detth-bed, and 
ttam^ kft b^ikfeid l^tn hit equal in: the ele^ 
^«iM Mki f uliCjr of tibft La^ tMiigue. The 
Wfcet t#6-*txlefi&ftits >ww6 ^*t^f Ay Wi«i :iiitl 

gW>a pktriote. Th* ybutig ^^^eii toide thttb^ 

Ifee tWftity bf hW- tftawi^ge ; alid a prdctttatory 
|yowe^, tl^tted « Edinbtit^ * t5ie fouttk df Fe^ 
brtiaty, 155^-8, Wsfe feM%y the ^li^eh-regeftt 
to*he fameduch^Sj bdi^ tfK)thcr.: Thfc re&lt *^^** 
irf tfefe ^riiatweiit's xJebalts, ^nd their inftruc- 
ti^s jO^vth t<) tkfe to4^iiitfli^&«rs> ktt cvjdei^ces 
of thdr difint^^fteili^s k^d independency. 
Thtey 5)v'ere iftftnafted to 4^mf^ froift their Their in- 
^tfen^ bt^th before ^nd 4¥teif< her marriage, a 
ftilificatk)n <t)f the a^ phSbA iti the padiamem^ 
J«ld itk tftfe ttofevetit neai- Haddtegtoft, July the 

♦ .Mr. Keith faye (page 72) it was date4 from RifleburgH 
pr liflfcbufgh ; "but tliat lie do^s ndt know tdiait place it is-. Had 
^f^tthatinduftriotts^elitieman oonined his readilig entirely to 
the period that feli under his pen, -he might have eaiily per- 
ceived that Edinburgh, at thattftn'e^ tvas dWays calted LiflebargH 
by tiie^ench, Ifap^ofe, tecaufe the Ibtfth and weii;, behind the 
eaflle, as weH as the north part, yvas then furrounded by water. 
This "opinion feems^*tie well fbiuided by tht difpolition of 
(te^ro^ind. 

feventh,^ 
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A.D.155S. feventby 1548, touching the fending her ina« 
jefty. into France, To obtain from the French 
king a ratification of his former promifes, made 
to the, duke of Chatleheraut, for aiding and 
fuppprting him in his fucceflion to the crown 
of Scotland, if the queen fhould chance to die 
without children of her own body.. They 
were to require the queen and her hufband to 
confirm the iaid declarationi, and. to difcharge 
the duke of . Chatleheraut from all his intro- 
miilions with the public money during his re- 
gency. They were to obtain from the queen 
and the dauphin, a promife, in ample form, to 
obferve and keep the liberties and privileges of 
fhe realm of Scotland, and the laws of the 
fame, whole and entire, as in the days of all 
her royal progenitors, kings of Scotland. 
Laftly, that the queen and her hufband ihouid 
grant a commiffion fQr a . regent to govern 
the kingdom of Scotland. From this laft ar- 
ticle, it appears how much bifhop Burnet was 
miftaken in his Hiftory of the Reformation, 
when he faid, no care or precaution was ufed 
in this treaty, to fecure the nation by having 
a governor, with full powers, refiding among 
them. The fame right reverend prelate is lit- 
tle better founded, when he fays, the Scotch 
parliament intended that no peer Ihould be 
created, but with the concurrence of that body ; 
and he mentions the cafe of lord Stuart of 
Ochiltree, who was made a peer (he £ho\ild 

have 
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hn&id a lord) of parliament by the regeiit, A»ai55g. 
with the advice and confcnt of th^ ftates. The 
cafe was, that Andrew Stuart lord Evandale, 
laving exchanged that lordfhip for the barony 
of Ochiltree^ the regent arid thd three eftates 
created him lord Stuart of Ochiltree. This, 
it muft be owned, was a pretty extr^tordinary 
ftcp; but cannot, infer the conclufion which 
bifhop Burnet draws from it, becaufe it was 
no more than alterinjg a defignation j for I do 
not find that Sir James Hamilton, who ob* ^ 
tained the barony of Ochiltree in exdiange, 
was ever admitted as a lord of parliament. It 
cannot, however, upon the whole, be denied, 
that in the Scotch conftitution, during the times 
of popery, which I am now about to t^ke leave 
of, there was a ftrong propenfity in their par- 
liaments, (as appears from the reftriftions they 
hid upon the third and fourth James) to 
bound the royal prerogative, in creating lords 
of parliament^ The reader, I hope, will not 
think this an impAtinent digreffion, when he 
coniiders how little of the true Scotch confti- 
tution was preferved after this period* 

From the Scotch records it appears, that the Perfidiow 
commiffioners were to be ranfomed by the pub- th"ft«^ 
lie, if they were taken prifoners in their voy- 
age ; and if any of them died during thei^ em- 
bafly, their, heirs were to be entitled to certain 
privileges. They failed from Leith in Febru- 
ary this year. One of their Ihips, with fome 
Vol- VI. D valuable 
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i.D,iss%. yaluable €Se6ts on hoard, wa^ wrecked owf 
St. Ebb's-Head, and another near Boulogne f 
hut the conimiilioners arrived fafe at tjie court 
of France. Hiftory, perhaps, cannot fmuiflx a * 
ix:ene of perfidy and diffimulation equal to that 
^&cd by the French king on this occafion. 
The conanpiiiJioners, faithful to their injQtmci' 
tions, no fojoner arrived at Paris than th^y 
fulfilled them all. They obtained all the rati- 
fications and affurances requbred, without the 
fmalleft difficulty; and had they beea tea 
t;imes more advantageous to Scotland thi^gt, 
they were, they undoubtedly would have fw- 
ceedcd with equal eafe : but no fooner were 
the neceffary inft rumen ts made out for the fe- 
curity and independency of Scotland^ thaa^ on. 
the fourth of April, the French king prevailed 
with the young queen of Scotland to fign der 
feazances to them all, by fubfcribing three pa^ 
pers. In the firft, (he makes over the kingdom, 
of Scotland, in free gift, to the king of France, 
to be enjoyed by him and his heirs, in cafe fhe, 
fliall happen to die without children- By the. 
fecond, in which (left, I fuppofe, that king 
might be difappointed in the former) fhe is 
made to aflign to the king of France the pof- 
feffion of the kingdom of Scotland, after her 
decease without children, until he Ihall be re- 
imburfed of a million of pieces of gold, or of 
any greater fum that he fliall be found to 
have expehded on her entertainment and edu^ 

cation. 
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cation, during h«r abode in France. And by a a.d, 155*^ 
third/ (the worft of all) by which, the queen 
declare]^, tha| although, both before her mar- - 
risige and after it. In con^pliance with the de«^ 
fire of her parliament, ihe Ihall Affi a deqla- . 
ration, touching the lineal fuccefflon of her 
crown ; yet ihe protefts, that the genuine fenfe 
of her mind is only Contained in the two pre- 
ceding papers. 

As the marriage- articles of thfe royal pair i^ Marriage 
of fo great importance to our hiftory, we flial! Jwecn'thr 
Here exhibit them as they were figned at Paris^ ?he dl^"* 
on the nineteenth of April, 1558. Firft, The ^^'"^ 
dauphin Ihall marry the queen of Scots ; and 
(he queen Ihall take to hufbaind the dauphin,^ 
in face of the holy church, on l^unday the 
twenty-fourth of April. Second, In cafe the* 
dauphin fhall die king of France, the queen-^ 
dowager fhall enjoy a jointure of fixty thou- 
fand livres tournois ; or a greater fbm, if fhe 
chufes it, and it can be proved, that any 
queen-dbwager of France ever poffeffed fuch; 
Third, But if the dauphin deceafe before he 
has attained to the crown, his widow ihall be 
entitled to thirty thoufand livres tournois, 
from lands in Tourain and Poiclou, in as am- 
ple a manner as the late queen Eleonora 
dowager of France. Fourth, And in the 
mean time, the eftates of Scotland (hall have 
reafon to be contented with the honourable 
provifion which the king of France Ihall make 

D 2 for 
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A.D.iss^t for their queen and the dauphin.. Fifth, If 
the dauphin die before her, the queen of Scot- 
land may either remain in France,#or rcturii to 
ScQtUndj if fixe pleafe^, there to enjoy her 
jointure, and re- marry, as her parliament fhall 
counfel her; nor Ihall be hindered to carry 
with her all the jewels, furniture, &c which 
belong to the queens of France; and that, 
whether fhe has children or not. Sixth, The 
cldeft fon of the marriage, or his r,eprefenta-j 
tive, fliall fucceed to both the kingdoms of 
france and Scotland,; and take the arms of 
both kingdoms under the fame crown, Se-- 
yenth, But if there are only daughters, the 
cldeft, or her iffue, ihall fucceed to the crown 
of Scotland, and not marry without the joint 
confent of the king of France and the Scots 
cftates, and fhall have at marriage, the fqm of 
three hundred thoufan4 crowns of the fun, 
^s every one of hex fitters fhall have three 
hundred thoufand of the fame currency. 
Eighth, In confideration of which, the Scots 
embaffadors have promifed to take an oath 
of fidelity, in name of the eftates of Scotland, 
after the marriage is folemnized to the dau- 
phin, as hi^ft>and of the queen, to honour 
and obey him during the marriage, and the 
children qf the marriage, . in the fame manner 
^ their predeceffors did the royal progenitors 
pf the Scots queen. Ninth, The king of 
France ^nd Scots queen have alfo agreed, that 

the 
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ihe' dauphin ihall bear the title of king of a.d.issi. 

« 

Scotland) and . quarter the arms of that realm 
with his own. 

. Thofe marriage-articles, which have been They«B 
publifhed from the original by the reverend Mn trMckoy. 
Keith, were- ligned by the contracting parties^ 
in prefence of almoft all the royal and noble per- 
fohages in France. The cardinal of Bourbon .per-» 
formed the marriage on the twenty-fourth of 
April, in prefence of the fame company. A 
few days after the ceremony was over, the 
deputies from Scotland took an oath of allegi^ 
ance to the idngndauphin, as he was called ; 
and the nuptials were fo agreeable to the fenie 
of the nation, in general, that tJie queen-regent^s 
power appeared to be <:onfirmed, beyond all 
poffibility of its being fbaken *. This fecurity 
undoubtedly Anticipated the execution of the 
perfidious fchemes that had been hatched at the 
French court, where the reader is to remember 
Catharine de Medicis was queen-confort. From 
the contents of the defeazances, which I have 
exhibited, it is plain, that Mary had been pre- 
vailed upon, by a private and perfonal ad of 
her own, to fet afide the order of fucceffion to 
her crown, which had been folemnly and re- 
peatedly confirmed to the Hamilton family by 

•The marriage wa« comniemorated ix\ anepithalamium written 
by Buchanan, which is defei-vedly lield to be a capital piece pf 
Latin poetry ; and is the beft production of the kind that cam^ 
from tliat author's pen. 

parliament. 
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A.D.JS5«« parliament. Thofe flagitious inftfumentfi had 
been kept fecret, and were afterwards difcoveredl 
only by accident ; for the vifcount Prefton fi 
afterwards embafiador from Charles the fecbnd, 
to Lewis the fourteenth, obtained inthentic 
tranfcripts of them, by permifliofi of that 
monarch ; and they are at prdfent depofited in 
the Lawyer's Library at Edinburgh^ Even tfai 
marriage-articles were broken through almoft 
as foon as made ; for I perceive, from ati ail* 
thentic inftrument publifhed by Mr, AnderfiDoif 
of a grant to lord Fleming, that the royal cott* 
pie, a few months (if not days) after their nuu^ 
riage, took upon themfelves the titles of king 
and queen of Scotland, England, and Ireland* 
The Englifli . arms are, indeed, omitted in tho 
feal appended to this grant ; but it is certain^ 
that they were afterwards ufed by Mary. This 
incautious, and indeed childifh proceeding, may 
juftly hp looked upon as the root of all the 
misfortunes that afterwards befell that pdncefs ; 
as, in fad, flie thereby pronounced queen Eliza** 

t His name was Graham, and he wasafterwards fecretary of ftate 
to James the fecond. His fidelity to that prince coft him dear 5 
for though he produced a patent, figned before the throne wa» 
declared to be vacant, creating him an Englifli peer j yet he wai 
tried and condemned at the Old Bailey, for being concerned in 
acon^iracy to reftore king James. Though the fcntence never 
was executed, yet, if I miftake not, he died under his confine- 
ment in the Tower, where he wrote feveral works, particularly 
an Englifti tranflation of Boetius De Confolatione Philofbphisci^ 
which is far from beipg a mean performaitce; 

beth 
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beth tobe illegitimate, and herfelf, as queen of ^^^^ss^ 
Scodaiid, to be true heir to the crown of England. 

Ivery tiling being now prepared for throw-* Firmneft of 
ing off the malk, the deputies were called into commic 
the French council, and were required to agree, *****"* 
that the dauphin fliould have the power as well 
astkeprivUeges of a king. In this demand they 
wete not only favoured by what had happened 
fene time before in England, and other countries 
i»£urope; but fvom the laws and ufages of Scot- 
had^ by which the hufband of an heirefs, if he 
fiinrives hev^ and the iflue of the marriage, re<~ 
taiu pofieffioix of her eftate, during his own 
lifei This being a regal cafe, the rights claimed, 
cm the part of the dauphin, were not impro- 
perly termed the crown matrimonial, mean- 
ing, that he fiiould be to all intents and pur- 
poCbs king of Scotland, during his life-time, 
by virtue of his marriage. After the- great Keith. 
caution employed by the parliament of Scot- 
land to guard againft all infraclions of their 
fijcceffion and confiitution^ this demand could 
not fail of alarming the deputies. In their 
oath of fidelity to the dauphin, they promife 
only to obey, ferve, and honour him, during 
his marriage with the queen. This refervation. 
was now fet afide ; but they pleaded that they 
had no infirudions upon that head. The chan- 
cellor of France, upon this, required the de- 
puties to promife, that they ihould ufe their 
interefi in. obtaining the crown matrimonial 

for 
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ii.D.i55S* for the dauphin, in the enfuirig Scotch par^" 
liament. The anfwer they returned to this, 
freih demand, was, as before, cold and te- 
ferved; but Henry had other dependencies.' 
for carrying, his point. 

w^s^t ^^ fooner did Mary queen of England ex-. 

the throne pire, than .he applied jto the pope for a bull to. 
annul Elizabeth's right to the crown of Eng-- 
land, in favour of the queen of Scotland. This: 
was fo far from being fecret, that his minifters,] . 
in the conferences for a peace which had begun ^ 
in Mary's time, declared to the Engliih commif*: . 
fioners, that they looked upon the queen of 
Scotland, as being the true heir to the crown 
of England. His holinefs having fome hopes. 
that queen Elizabeth would declare for the Ro- 
man catholics in her dominions, and beiixg, in 
other refpe<5s, not on a very gqod footing; 
with Henry, rejecled his application ;* but 
Henry, fatally for queen Mary, obliged her to 
affume the defignation and arms of England, 
and to quarter them with thofe of France and; 
Scotland, upon all their. plate and furniture.:^ 
The duke of Norfolk, earl marfhal of Eng- 
land, early obtained a copy of one of thofe 
impolitic efcutcheons, and put it into Eliza- 
beth's haiads, a few weeks after her fucceffion 
to the throne. She was not then in a con- 
dition to refent the affront ; but the duke of 
Norfolk fent the efcutcheon to be examined by 
the oflxce of heralds at London, and to retura 

their 
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their judgment upon it They accordingly a. a 1558. 

pronounced, ** that the fame was prejudicial 

td the queen of England, her ftate and dig- im.PreV.m' 

nity ; and that the Scottifh queen being no strypcr* 

more than one of the collaterals of the royal 

femily of England, neither can nor ought to 

bear any part of the efcutcheon of the ar^ns 

of England, nor the dauphin, her hufband, in 

Ac right of. her or otherwife.'* 

Elizabeth, encouraged by the behaviour of 
the SccJtch commiffioners at the French court, 
and thie'' daily expreffions flie received of her 
pco|^d*s loyalty, at firft, cut oflF alL correfpon- 
dencc between Fxance and England ; and hav- 
ing appointed an excellent fet of counfellors, 
m6 ordered Cecil (afterwards the famous lord- 
trtafurer Burleigh) to lay the ftate of her af- 
feirs before their board. Cecil performed his 
orders with great boldnefs. He obfervcd, that 
the French influence in Scotland was every day 
gaining ground ; that Berwick, and the other 
frontier towns, were but poorly provided for ^ 
i defence, if they were attacked by the French, 
who were every day fending over troops into 
Scotland. He obferved, that the Scotch queen ^ 
had aflbmed the title and arms of England, threatened. 
w£ich left no room to doubt of their defigns, 
c§>ecially as the Guifes direfted all the power 
of France. The refult of this confultation 
was, that Elizabeth fhould cultivate the friend- 
ihip of SpaiiTy for balancing tbo Freqcb in<- 
Vbu VI. E tcrcft ; 
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A.D.i55«. tcreft; that as England had lately fufFered by 
a plague and famine, ihe fliould endeavour to 
take into her pay a body of Danes^ to be em- 
ployed againft the French in Scotland; that 
remonftrances, and even threatenings, fhould 
be made at the court of France ; but, in the 
mean while, that a fquadron of fhips fhould 
be fent to the road of Leith, to prevent, by 
force, if neceflary, the French from fending 
any more troops to Scotland. The duke of 
Norfolk, the moft refpeclable nobleman in 
England, was likewife appointed lord-lieu- 
tenant of the northern counties, to rciide 
there with an army. 

The lord Evers was then governor of Ber- 
wick, which was well provided with artillery and 
all the neccffary means of defence; and in De- 
cember he beat up the quarters of the French 
at Ey mouth. As Elizabeth was, as yet, not 
fully prepared to act offenfively, EverS was 
commanded to defift from hoftilities, till he 
fliOuld receive farther orders. The precau- 
tions .taken ^t Berwick proved a difappoint- 
meiit to. the French; and they formed a plaa 
for furprizing Newcaftle. Their defign was 
difcovered to the Englifh government, and the 
duke of Norfolk threw, a reinforcement into 
the town ; fo that this enterprize was likewife 
defeated, Thofe repeated attacks of the French, 
in which they were joined by fome Scotch- 
inen, produced, at laft, an open ftate of war 

upon 
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upon the borders, where Sir Leonard Dacres, A.D.1558. 
Sir Henry Piercy, and other Englifli officers Baifour'i 
generally prevailed ; and they would have car- ^^^- ^°^ 
ried the war into Scotland, had they not been 
countermanded by Elizabeth, 

The Guifes, notwithftanding all their politic t^a'lfZl' 
cal and military virtues, had no true concep- J^^^"*^" 
tion of the ftate of Scotland at this time. The 
queen-regent, on the other hand, conducted 
hcrfelf with the moft confummate policy, and 
balanced parties with inimitable addrefs. By 
continuing to profefs herfelf an advocate for 
tolerancy in religious matters, Ihe kept up her 
Credit with the reformers ; but, for the rea-i 
fons, already given, flie was oppofed by the 
ecdefiaftics, with the archbifhop of St. An- 
drcfw's at their head. That piielate had, of 
iate, a£ted with mbderatiou in every thing; 
Accepting his violence againft every meafure that 
Could afea the intereft of the Hamilton fa- 
mily. As he had a prodigious influence with 
the eccleilaftical order, the queen-regent had 
taken care to keep the vacant biflioprics and- 
abbacies, which gave a feat in parliament, Vva- 
cant, or to beftow them upon Frenchmen*^ 
She gave two of the richeft abbeys in the king- 
dom, Kelfo and Melrofs, to her brother, the 
cardinal of Lorrain ; and Jn the parliament 
which was fummbned to deliberate upon the 
grant of the rnatrimonial cro\^n, ho more than 
feven bifliops and fixteen abbots were prefent.. 

E 2 The 
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I1.D.15SS. The moderation of the queen-regen'tt tfai^*' 
Ambition ^^f<^ ^^^ well-timed, did not keep pace . with 
?v«^h ^^^ ambition, violence, and fanguine expec* 
*^^ tations of Henry, and the Guifes. Fout-pf 
the Scotch commiffioners had died in Fra^^e, 
when they were ready to fet out for Scotlaml ; 
and their deaths were generally attributed tp; 
poifon, adminiftered to them by order of thj? 
Guifes.' The bifliop of Orkney, the earls of 
, Rothes and Caflils, had died at Dieppe, when 
they were about to embark for Scotland ; and 
the lord Fleming being taken ill, returned to 
Paris, where he expired on the twenty-eighth 
of December. Some of their attendants died* 
about the £une time, though there was tfaed 
no epidemical diforder in France. It is, per- 
haps, unfair to charge their fates upon iAhc 
Guifes, when we refled upon the poifoning 
pradices afcribed to the French queen; aod^ 
poflibly their deaths might be natural. I am 
the more inclined to the latter opinion, be- 
caufe of the high encomiums beftowed upon 
the lord Fleming in the charter I have already 
mentioned, granted to his brother by Francis 
and Mary, and becaufe the commendator of 
St. Andrew's, the moft obnoxious to them all^ 
efcaped. The public formed a diflPerent judg- 
ment. It was well known, that the commif-. 
iioners intended to oppofe the parliamentary 
grant of the matrimohial crown ; and that the 
French court was not, at that time, of a com- 

pledion 
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pledion to heiitate upon the moft infamous a. p, 1551. 
meafures that ftood in the way of its ambi- 
tioD. The other four commiflioners arrived 
9t Montrofe, in Odober ; and a parliament t(^s 
fummoned to meet at Edinburgh the twenty* 
ninth of November* The expeAations of the 
public were raifed high upon this occafion ; 
and befides the ecclefiaftics I have mentioned, 
thirteen earls, fifteen lords, two mafters, or 
ddefl fons, of lords, and ten reprefentatives of 
boroughs, in aU fixty three, appeared in par- 
liament. It is fomewhat furprizing, that no. 
mention is made of the reprefentatives o£ 
lhirei^« This can be accounted for no other- 
wife, than that gentlemen did not chufe to 
attend, either becaufe fuch attendance was 
chargeable and troublefome, or becaufe they . 
diiUked the bufinefs of the meeting. Perhaps ' 
the.two mafters (as they are called) were knights 
for two counties. 

The firft bufinefs of this parliament was to P«>c«»A5jt 
receive the ^report of the four furviving comr Scotch pv- 
miffioners, and to lay before the members an 
ad of naturalization granted by the king of 
France to all Scotchmen, to enjoy all the pri* 
vileges and immunities of the natural -born 
fiibjeds of his kingdom. An ad of the fame^ 
import for naturalizing Frenchmen in Scotland 
was pafied in this parliament. The commif-. 
fioners next exhibited the queen-dauphin's let- 
ters to the three eftates, defiriog thcmi tp grant 

to 
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A.D.i55g, to her fpoufe the matrimonial crown^ ^nd t# 
fend it over by two or three lords. This prd^ 
pofal was warmly oppofed by the duke of 
Chatlcheraut, the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, 
and the friends of their party. It is plain^ 
that, at that time, they more than fufpefted 
the priv^ate and arbitrary meafures that had 
been taken to fet the Hamilton family afid6 
from the fucceflion ; but their oppofition was 
in vain. The queen-regent's influence, the 
hopes of eftablifhing the Reformation, and the 
diflike of the tyranny which the ecclefiaftics 
exercifed in temporal as well as fpiritiial mat- 
ters, prevailed with the aflembly to confent ta 
the fendins: the matrimonial crown to the dau- 
phiuj to be by him enjoyed, during the mar- 
riage only, without prejudice to the young' 
queen, the fucceffion of her body, or the law- 
ful fucceflion of her blood whatfoever," and' 
the liberties pf the realm. From thofe words,- 
it plainly appears, that the matrimonial crown 
was not fettled, according to, what is called,- 
the courtefy of Scotland, and which takes 
place in private inheritances ; for in that cafe, 
the dauphin muft have been king of Scotland, 
during his life-time, after his wife's deceafe. 
This provifion did not fatisfy the Hamiltons f 
and the head of that family eiitered a very 
flrong proteft for prefervipg his rights of in- 
heritance. It is remarkable, that the fame par- 
liament repealed the acls of forfeiture pafled 

againfl 
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agaiaft Creighton of Burneftop, and Cock- a.d.i^s. 
l)urn of Ormifton, (two ij/arm. reformers) for 
aiding and affifting the Englilh in the fpring or 
.that very year. 

Though the queen-regent had carried the where tiie 
queftion relating to the matrimonial crown, by gcntpw- 
the influence {he had over the heads of the Re- 
formation, yet all confidence between her and 
them broke oflF foon after the rifing of the par- 
Iltoent. The reformed in Scotland now knew 
their own ftrength, and refolved to lofe no time 
in realizing their expectations. Their preach- 
ers were every day making converts ; and the 
famous Mr. Knox had, by the defire of the earU 
of Glencairn and Marflial, fent a letter to the 
queen-regent, entreating a reformation in the 
church. In fliort, the progrefs of the reforma- 
tion was fuch, that the bifhops prevailed on the 
queen-regent to call their preachers before the 
council, and to try them for high-treafon. The 
queen, not fufpefting the confequences, com- 
plied with this requefl:; but when the day of 
appearance came, the preachers were attended 
with fuch numbers, that (he thought proper to 
difcharge the diet, and to declare that flie meant 
ho harm to the preachers. Knox was then at 
Dieppe ; but the queen-regent's moderation had 
prevailed with the heads of the reformed to be 
contented with the private exercife of their re** 
ligion in their own houfes, till they could fee 
what turn aflfairs would take. Knox was highly 

oflFended 
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A*D.i^s. offended at this lukewarmnefs (as he called it); 

and at his rcqueft, >the carls of Argyle, Glen* 

cairn, and Morton, lord Lorn, Erlkine of Dun, 

with other noblemen and gentlemen of intereft, 

entered into an aflbciation for maintaining and 

advancing the Reformation in Scotland, in the 

name of the majefty of God and his congrega* 

tiott. This laft expreffion gave rife to the term 

of lords of congregation, by which that party 

was afterwards diftinguifhed. The earlof Ar-' 

gyle's high rank, being then chancellor of the 

kingdom, and in great credit with the queen* 

regent, gave vaft uneafinefs to the clergy; but 

he was proof againft all remonftrances on that 

head, though artfully urged by the archbifhop 

of St Andrew's, That prelate, though far ^om 

being violent by difpofition, had given way to 

fome frefli executions, that he might keep up his 

credit with the clergy. The laft capital puniih- 

ment they ventured to inflid:, was upon one 

Walter Mills, a decrepid prieft of eighty-two, 

who was burnt in April this year ; and the ftake 

at which he expired, proved to be the funeral 

pile of the Romifh religion in Scotland. 

Demands ef Soou after, the lords of the congregation 

^citferm. ^^^£^^^^^ ^jj^ quccn-regcnt with their demands 

for a reformation, which I ftiall lay before the 
reader, to obviate the charge of violence and 
. rebellion, which fome writers have brought 
againft the prefentment. 

Jirft^ 
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Firft,'That it may be lawful to meet pub- a, d. 1551. 
Hcly or privately to coipmon prayers in the 
vulgar tongue, to the end they might grow in 
knowledge, and be induced, in feverity of 
prayer, to commend to God the holy univer- 
fal church, the queen our fovereign, her honour- 
able and gracious hufband, the ability of her 
fuccejQion, her grace the regent, the nobility, 
and whole ftate of this realm. 

Second, That it fhall be lawful for any qua- 
lified perfon in knowledge, to interpret any hard 
places of fcripture that fliall happen to be read 
in the meetings. 

Third ■. and Fourth, That baptifm, and the 
Lord's fupper, be adminiftred in the vulgar 
tongue : and this laft in both kinds, according 
to our Saviour's inftitution. 

Fifth, That the wicked and fcjandalous lives 
of churchmen be reformed, according to the 
rules contained in theJNew Teftam'ent, the writ- 
ings of the ancient fathers, and the laws of Ju- 
ftinian the emperor. Which three they are 
willing fhall decide the controverfy betwixt 
them and the prefent clergy. 

The reader will pardon this anticipation of ThcEng- 
ecclefiaftical matters, becaufe, at this time, they jivadcstue 
became civil concerns. There is no diflembling, ^'^""^f* 
that if the queen-regent, by the inftigation of 
the clergy, had proceeded roughly with the re- 
formers, the latter would have repelled force 
by force. They were fufficiently numerous and 
Vol. VI. F power- 
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A. D. 1558. powerful for that purpofe^ and they had- no- 
thing to apprehend from England, as Elizabeth 
had amply declared herfelf in favour of the 
Reformation there. She had, indeed, ordered 
her fleet, under Sir John Clare, to make a d«C* 
cent upon the Orkney iflinds, which he did fb 
unfuccefs fully, that after lofing fome of hi^ me&j 
he was forced to return with his fhattered fliipi 
to England. After this, Elizabeth took all op* 
portunities of awakening in the Scotch reform- 
ers a jealoufy of the Guifes, and of privatdy 
afluring them, that flie would at a proper time 
declare herfelf their friend. 

The "queen-regent was fo far from expfeff- 
ing any refentment towards the lords of ^th% 
congregation ftJf their demands, which V^tt 
prefehted to her by Sir James Sandilahds t)f 
Calder, that they left her highly fatisfied with 
. her behaviour, and their reception. A convene 
tion of the clergy was then fitting at Edinburgh; 
and fome of the memberS^ feeing the imminent 
danger to which their order was expofed, in- 
clined to fome compliances in matters of reli- 
gion, particularly, by allowing prayers, baptifn^, 
arid the holy communion to be performed in 
the mother-tongHe* The reformers were fo dtr- 
tiful, that they fent Mr. Erlkine of Duti to this 
convention, with the fame requefts they had 
prefented to the queen-regent. The imminent 
dangers that tfaon hung over popery in Scot- 
. land, inftcad of daunting its profcflbrs, feemed 

to 
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to^ render them more furious and in tradable Kv.xsi^ 
tbftp ever; and Erfkine was difmifled with in^ 
Mt& and threats. A^ the, performaijce of all 
tkc affiirances which the reformers had received 
from, the regent, depended entirely upon hey 
own. good faith and honour, a new fupplication 
was prepared to be prefented to the parliament^ 
fofubftance was " to difable churchmen from be- 
ingboth judges and parties in their own caufes, mVndrof*' 
at leaftj until a general council of the church, fori^^ 
WfuUy afiembled, fliould decide the prefent 
controverfies in religion ; that in fuch cafes, a 
chorchman might accufe, but judgment was to 
te kffe to the civil magiftrates, and that the ac- 
ctfed parties fhould be proceeded with accord- 
iflg to tfee law; that every man fhould be at 
liberty to explain his own meaning in matters 
of religion, and that none of the congregation 
be condemned for herefy, unlefs they be con- 
yiftcd, by the word of God, to have erred 
froQi the faith, which the Holy Scripture wit- 
Dieffeth to be neceffary to falvation/' 
. The queen-regent with great art an-d addrefs, Artful cm. 
diverted the parties from prefenting this peti- ^uwn-^ri^* 
tionto parliament, on pretext of the unfettled ^^"^^^ 
.ftatc of affairs, and the great power of the ec- 
ckfiaftics in. that affembly. They offered, in- 
(Ie«d» a proteft, in which they complained of 
th^ wickednefs and infufficiency of the popifh 
clergy, and. exculpating themfelyes. from all 
th» g^HptfeqUQEces of popular infurre(Stions, by 

F 2 their 
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A.D. is5»- their petition ndt being received, and of the fe- 
vere laws that had been made againft. them ; 
concluding, that fince they had nothing in 
their view, but the purity of their reGgioUi 
that they fhould not be looked upon as fiac- 
tious and feditious, but as dutiful and loyal 
fubjecls. This proteft (a copy of which may 
be found in Spotfwood) was undoubtedly a 
defiance to the civil authority, and it wa» not 
buffered to be entered upon, the public records^ 
The queen-regent, however, foftened the pe» 
titioners, by affuring them, that fhe would re- 
member the fubftance of their proteft, and 
that they fhould be no fufferer.by its not being 
admitted. But this was far from being the 
cafe ; and from the time of their prefenting it, 
flie fecretly refolved to be their enemy ; influ- 
enced, no doubt, by the violent counfela of 
her broXhers, and kinfmen. The truth is* it 
•was not now in her option to be neutral, far 
lefs to countenance or patronize, as ihe hithellB 
had done, the heads of the reformed. She 
plainly faw, that their conceffions had been 
made merely on the ftrength of her promifes, 
and in complaifance to her peifon. The terms 
in which their proteft was drawn up, difco- 
vered, that it would be no longer in her 
power to ipanage them ; and Ihe had only to 
. phufe, whether flie would be the head of a 
party, or break with the crown of France. 
She could not hefitate at this option ; but made 

difpofition^ 
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difpofitions for breaking off her connexions A.D.is^ 
with the reformers, if poflible, in a decent, 
moderate manner. 

For this pnrpofc, fhe invited all the ecclc- 
fiafUcs in the kingdom, who had any reptita- 
tion as to learnings morals, or capacity, to 
«cct in a fynod or convocation at Edinburgh, 
ta confult about the Reformation of the 
church. This fynod aflembled on the fecond 
of March, 1559. The congregation were per- "^^ 
knitted to prefent to her tnajefty (who had 
great influence over the meeting) a fet of ar- 
ticles for her approbation, containing the fol- 
Jowidg heads. Firft, that public prayers be ^"^^ 
conceived, and the facramCnts adminiftered, in owKn^r 

of t\tt •»- 

tbe.vulgar tongue. Secohd, That bifhops be puiidaif. 
elcfted by confent of the gentry of the dio^ 
<efe, and pariih priefts fey confent of- the 
parishioners. Third, thai: all infufSoient in- 
cumbents be difchargcd, and replaced by others 
more able. Fourth, That ail immoral igno- 
rant (hurghmen ihould be excluded from ad- 
^miniftering the facraments, and performing cc- 
cleiiailical functions. Thofe rcquefts admitted 
of great debate, the refult of which, was fuck 
as might have been expected from an inter- 
efted, ignorant, bigot ted affcmbly of church- 
men. They declared in their anfwer, that it 
.would be violating the majefty of God, to 
^dmit of any other than the Latin language in 
public prayers ; that they would not depart 

from 
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A.D.155^ from the canoo: law, as to the ckdioflL oft>ii- 
fixops and pafiprs ; and tha^ they woiiM abide 
by the decrees of the council o£_Trettt^ coiir 
cerning the other contents of the articles. 
Pmceedingt The qucen-regcnt, at this time> feem& to 
ffurmcrs/ k*v^c bccn determined, implicitly, to foUov 
tjhe dilates of her brothers, and the Freocki 
court. She had, more than once» puUicly 
declared, that being now free from the fcrur 
pies that had formerly difturbed her, fhe was 
I'efolv^d to reftore the church to its aBtiefii 
au;thority, which it had, of late times, loi^ 
The reformed conifidered her words as. import- 
ing, that flic was refolved to reftore popcir]^ 
with all its horrors, and to rekindle the flarae» 
of perfecution. The force, of enthufiafm was 
Jdot wanting to infpirit their conduct; £ar the 
famous John Knox was now returned to Scot- 
land,, and openly preached iat Perth. He in-- 
.veighed, in his fermons, again!): all prudential 
eonfiderations that might check the progrcfe 
^£ the Reformation, which, he faid, ought to 
take the lead of all the r^ped that was dxKC 
.to fecular powers and dignities. The congre- 
gation, notwithftanding his exhortations, pro- 
ceeded with furprizing moderation. Though 
they were no ftrangcrs to tha queen-regent^ 
defection from their party, they deputed the 
earl of Glencairn, and Sir Hugh. Gampbel of 
l^oudon, flieriff of Air, to wait upon her ma- 
jefiy, and mildly to lay before her the impru- 
dence 
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detic* and bad pplicy of molefting their mi- a. a 15511, 
iiifterS). uniefs tfaey preached unfound dodrinC) 
orteha^red thcmfelvcs in a diforderly mannei*. ^^'^*^ 
Her axifwer fpoke the fentiments of her family 
U)A party ; for flying in a paffion Ibe told them> 
^ thaty mangre their hearts, and all that would 
♦ak6 piart with them, thefe minifters fliould 
te banifhed Scotland, though they preached 
as foundly as ever St. Paul did/' The two 
deputies begged leave to remind her of her 
promifes. Her anfwer was, " that the perfor- 
mance of the promifes of princes was no far^ 
thcr to be urged, than was confiftent with 
their own conveiiieticy.'^ The deputies cons- 
idered this defpotic, perfidious reply, as a de- 
daration of her real intentions, and rejoined 
with great firmnefs, *• If this be the conclufion lUd, 
which. you have taken, that you will keep n<^ 
pfomifes to the fubjefts, we cannot any longer 
ackj^owlege your authority, and will hence- 
forth renounce all obedience to you ; what in*- 
conveniencies may arifc of this, you may be- 
think yourfclf ." So refolute a fpeech daunted 
the queen-regent ; and refuming a milder man- 
uer, Ihe told them, " flie would confider of 
what they had reprefcnted, and remedy the 
evils they had complained of, in the tendered 
and miofl: dfleftuaL manner." 

Scarcely had -the deputies parted from the who are 
queen-regent, when ftie was informed, that one but dcl^ 
of the reformed minifters (Knox, I fuppofe) 

was 
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A.D.ISS9. was publicly preaching at P^lu - SlUl&Bt fcAT 
the lord Ruthven^ who was provdft of .that 
town, and commanded him to fnpprefirtfaofe tQ^ 
mults and innovations in religion* Ruth^en^whp 
was himfelf' a congregationift, anfwered, that 
^ he Ihould fubjed the bodies and goods of the 
offenders to her majefiy^ but that he bad 1X0 
power over their minds and confcieiiccfs/'^ 'The 
queen-regent was the more nettled at thisbc* 
haviour, as ihe had been at uncommon pains 
to enforce the celebration of the nlafs^ and aS 
the popifli cererhonies^ during the Eafter holi^ 
days, in the towns of Perth, Montrofe^ Dun* 
<lee, and other places, beft affe6led to the Re^ 
formation. Her orders, far from being obeyed 
were difregarded ; and in a few days ihe rc-^ 
ceived accounts, with the greateft mortifica- 
tion and difquiet of fpirit, that the exercife of 
the royal prerogative had rendered the people 
jDiore tumultuous, and the more backward to 
obey it. She ordered Haliburton, who was pror 
voft of Dundee, to apprehend one Paul Meth- 
ven, who had exchanged the profeffion of a 
baker, for that of a reformed preacher, and ta 
fend him prifoner to hen Methven, fecretly 
premoniflied by Haliburton, efcaped. But I am 
now to prepare the reader for the great events 
which followed, by introducing him to a fhorjt; 
date of affairs in England, and upon the coBti-» 
nent.. 

.* 

Elizabeth 
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J fditif? 49 fefjpwg ^fc.e pf)9Jte^t ji^vicp iiji Qae«,BiJ. 
JEogla^ J itni hi4 m& Prtfvdly n?ade wft 9^ "J^'if" 
Apr jc^al «iwn>y, tlpi; Jtj/?g ojf §p»in, % ^J^ 
<;ppi4^aUiM>in5 >J|^<? p^rty of the §09^ 
ijftW9» .bl>tj» i^ fcejr ow/i ^B^iijioriy, apd upgj^ 
^ iCpWtMie^t ^hf l^ad jplace4 §l;r ;tiricJM»j9p 
Throgmorton, a faithful, penetrating, miniiib^r^ 
9^ fccsr ;e»bal&4o«, byt, ijp wjdi*y, ^wjpjloyed 
jt^ » ^y, ;Ht *hjp Jf web jcoprt JJc ^vjtd thcrp 
^*pi>t.tbe..tifliipfhjLt J:h? iRMajg-daapiija ;ai?c][ l)i^ 
jfjgKCfx jb»^ ijiii^pd ? l,ate trc^t^. between Fjr^n^ 
«p4 $JP;mp ; 'w4 Wi^^n^ *h.c inteHi^ence r?r 
^y»^ ^Oflo _Sp9<JlauL4 >ad jKUc4 aU rxsiacc 

Wf^ J?;wU^e pr^AT^tJOJQ?, WWCJ), as Thrp^- utter rr«m 

^orltgij^ ipjf^nveid Ce<:il» -W.er.e .4e%9.c4 ?g^pft ftdor"S«ia 
th? SCQJS* ^orng^rg. Jfee qjieen'of ^^CQ^to m.^/^, « 
was, »t jtjiis tlw, in fo bad^jft^.te^pf feeglth, 0%^'*'* 
jth^i it isr^ thoujjlp^t thpjTe arfljame^i.tp were fa^r- 
/yiftg-W ^or e^ecytin^ io cafe ^ ]ier dgath, 
.tfcp jfejcrpl: ^ga^PWe.nts fbe h^d .entered iptp 
with Jber fetfc-in-Iajv, before her marri jp. 
Xlw iitfpUi§)^nfP .ferye^ Qply tK) €ncrc?.Ce thp 
.<j:p:ej fp9^p9ioj}$ thjit had b^en Mrp^fly formecl 
JwU^c^p j;Uwibj;^h And tJbe iQf 4? of the ^n- 
pBj3^tiA0. Qeql ib(».4 fill WtferpOMKfj?, ,t>7 Mt,^r^ 
9^ J^Q?fy yWe he WAS*Jt>r.Pftil ; i^f. tj^ j:^- 
fymfiT ifftyifif^ ^ittpn ii bppjp ;»g3Anft tli? ^$1- 
4rfirmiMWit pf JjlJtgl^tn^, m^t^Pii* 7hp ^f^M^f^ 
^£^ Xr*WPt> Pi^beth ajipftaKd tp bp fp 

Vol. Vt G travel 
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A, 0.1559. travel through England to Scodand in his re- 
turn. She was (oon convinced^ that all his 
indifcreet zeal had been levelled at her fifter- 
Mary queen of England^^ the queen-regent of 
Scotland, and her daughter* She therefore; 
gave orders for Cecil to keep up his corrc*- 
fpondehce with Knox, and to fix him in her 
intereft. 
Tht!, Among all the heads of the Reformation 

^^** now in Scotland, none diftinguiflied thc^^ 
felves more than the earl of Argylc, and the 
prior of St. Andrew's, commonly called the 
lord James. They feem to have accepted the 
office of carrying the matrimonial crown to 
the king-dauphin, only that they might baulk 
the performance; and, in faft, they were fo 
ingenious in finding pretexts for their delays, 
.that it never was fent. The court of France, 
for that reafon, had devoted thofe two noble* 
men to dcftrudion; and it was refolvcd to 
take them oflF either by violence or treachery ; 
but the execution of this inhuman putpofe 
was fufpended by the humanity of the queen- 
regent. Elizabeth, in order to check the pre- 
valence of the French party in Scotland, took 
advantage of an armiftice, which had been figned 
on the eighteenth of March, to open a corref- 
pondence with the duke of Chatleheraut, by 
means of Sir Henry Picrcy, brother to the duke 
of Northumberland. This correfpondence is 
fcarcely mentioned by any of the Scotch hifl:o- 



rians ; 
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runs ; and might have remained ftill a fccret, ^* ^* '^*^ 
llad it liott)een dificovered by the original iet- 
tersi which remain in the Paper-Office^ the 
firitiih Mufeum, and other repofitories in Eng- 
liind. Pietcy did not fail to lay before the 
(lukCy the dangerous flate of his own, and his 
^ily'Sy acceffion to the crown of Scotland, 
through the great encreafe of the French 
power there, and the numerous fortifications 
thcy^ were erefting to bridle the kingdom. 
He then proceeded to hint at a league between 
the crown of England, and the reformed party 
in Scotland. The duke was far from being 
fo (anguine on thofe heads as Elizabeth either 
hoped or expeded. He jfeemed to be under no 
s^rehenfions about his fucceilion, during queen 
Mary's life-time ; nor about the French forts, 
which he faid, without the afCftance of the 
Scots, ^could not be fupplied with garrifons. 
With regard to the league, he declared with 
great warmth, that he and all his friends 
would take part with Elizabetl^ if the French 
Ihould ever become fo powerful in Scotland, 
as to prevail with his countrymen to become 
aggreflbrs in any quarrel that the French 
might have with England. ^ 

Eliisabeth then applied to the duke's fon,/The lord 
the earl of Arran, who was then in France, erc^e/o«t 
through the agency of Throgmorton. This •^^'^''* 
young nobleman was, by principle, a pro- 
tcftant, and was captain of the Scotch 

Q z guards 
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A. 0. 1559- gtHrAi m ftiintei it ^dft 6f gMit 1iott««i< ithi' 
conkttatbtc ; Wt hii ^ftidehde edtild Mi M 
depended ttpdA. Hd hkd bied Bztltfid wHlt- 
the tbbrights df ihifryibg £lii»b«(h j Xtid 
Thfogttlortoil fufceecfdcd pitfcOii y^rdl In briil*' 
iilg Mm OtCf t6 his Vietrs. WbafflW, th6 f rtmof^ 
embifladdr it ihi court of England, dtfcff*'^ 
Vtrtd this fecrtt corrtfpohdiince* attd gate Jfl* 
tdligeaci of it to Bis tfiafter, "trho ordered the 
earl to atteiid hit&. Arrlti, though' tWitt Gtm* 
ihoned, fetireied Rimfelf, Md Wai toit£t»led 
by Throgttioi'tdn, through whdft ittaAigifdelit 
Be, at lift, t6ade h!» ^fcape tb Geneva, hnd fioitl 
thence ihtd Engladd, where he Bad fbMci ibefdE 
ilatefHrieWs with Elizabeth, whd} Be had lltf 
doiibt, ihtfeAded ib itizke hhA h€r hXiibihdi tf 
appears by hift ietti:rb to that |)rific«I^, wBii^h tat 
ftill eXtaht. The eafl of Arrin** fcdntealtoent 
in England, did not efeape the penettation 6t 
Ndailles. He charged Elizabeth's hiibiftry ^th 
baVihg affifted in fecfeting him; khd he ioh 
fbrtfttd the quecn^rtgent df a prii^tft tfeaty 

%»hieh had bcett ehtefed itito betweefi th* tuA • 

ahd Elizabeth, by tirhifch thfc ieSrl Wis t6 be 

rhidt king of Scotlaiid by Efizibeth, fttiiH 

whom he was to hold his erbtm, paying htf 

. ab ihfiual ttibtnle ; &nd, at thb htnb tittie, he 

^i^ td dWivet- iflt* hef hands Dumbaftcw, 

f)umfrifc$, Ihitibar,and !hck-£eiih, theft taUtd 
L*ilffea11x Ckfe^n*, oi- tht iflitid tf bofft*. 
ifo&iUte, itt th« hihb difpatth, adtpfaintft the* 

queen- 
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ij/k^sm^ref^Mi tlm Etizibeth bad declined all K.v.tsf9^ 
At pop&i^ans ofiMmage fhad« by the eaii. 
Tiefe (iUft t)f6 littte dotf bt, chat if fttch a treaty* ^ 
im pfopoftdj and agf «d to, it was only with ' 
i fi«w of tffflufiiig the carl of Arrao, wit6 
im & tMfbkfiaafi Meeptible 6f the moft graft 

impdjfidOtisL 

it wa« the tnlsfottnne of Scotland at this p**^ 
titfte, that fio medium could befotind cocon« nSomMi. 
dilate the dtfifefent parties in the government 
The Otrffes, and the French eonrt, had iFomied 
thcii* ambitious, bloody plan, for maintaining 
popery, and eftablifhing their right of fuccef- 
fiOtt to the irown of Scotland, in tafe of 
Mary's death. Knox, on the other hand, was 
violent and intractable, and had obtained an 
influence otcr the vnlgar^ which the moderate 
nobility, who faronred the Reformation, cpuld 
not controuL A third party exifted, more 
powerftil perhaps than both : It confined of 
thofe who faw and defpifed popery fo much, 
though they had been bred in that perfuafion, 
that they had contraded a contempt for all 
rdighM, and were defirotis of any reformation 
that could put them in poiTeifion. of the fpoih,i 
both of ehm-ch and ftate. It was ca^y for the 
laft mentioned party to make tools of Knos: 
and hfai eAthufiafts, by pretending to adopt 
dieir zeal for Hefbrmation. 

The: tAd conliablc, Montmorenci, was the omfi^wii^ 
only fufcjcd of France, w|to had credit and^ ^"^•• 

popularity 
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A. a 1559. popularity fufficient to balance the credit of 
the Guifes. He was fupported by the duchefs 
of Valentinoisy the ^moft fuperanhuated mif* 
trefs of Henry the fecond, but in abfolute 
poffeflion of his affedions, and jealous of the 
influence of the Guifes. Her alcendency over 
Henry foon convinced hin^ that he had ren« 
dered them too powerful for fubjefts ; and 
\ Montmorenci's weight at the council*board| 
difpofed Bfinry to keep well with the queen of 
England, and to . giye her full fatisf a6tiop in 
all her reafonable complaints. It was even re* 

« 

folved to ftrike the title of king of England 
out of the king-datipfain's deiignations ; but 
as the meafiires of the reformed gave a great 
hancUe of complaint agsdnft their loyalty, as 
fubjed^ the conftable himfelf agreed, that 
they ought to be reduced by force. For that 
purpofe it had been reiblved to recall the 
qui^en-regent, and to fend over the maif^uis 
D'Elbeufy a violent hot-headed nobletnan, with 
a large army to Scotland ; and levies for that 
purpofe were adually begun. The conftable, 
however, had credit^ enough with his mafter, 
to fufpend thofe preparations, till Melvil, (the 
author of the memoirs under his name) who 
was then at the French court, ihould be dif- 
patched to Scotland, and, after having a private 
interview with Elizabeth, inform himfelf as to 
the ftate of the country ; and whether the prior 
of St. Andrew's h<^d made any declaration of 

his 
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Ids pretehfions to the crown. Before thofe ^^*H9h 
refokitions cotild be executed, the French king 
was accidentally killed* in a tournament on 
the laft day of June. I am now obliged to 
rttam to the affairs of Scotland. 

There can fcarcdy be a queftion, that the fhTtK 
queen-*regent knew of the refolution to recall '*«***• 
her frQin the government of Scotland. I do 
not find that this meafure was very viofeiitiy 
oppcied^ even by her brothers, die Gtlifes^^ 
who thought Ihe had been too comfAyii^ to^ 
wards the reformers. Family affeftionyhbwaref^, 
conquered all the ^Icruples that hid been dic-^ 
tated by prudence ; and ihe fell iiH at once^ 
with the views of her relations. Fiii^ftg that 
the dhrfl magifhrate» had evaded tha execu^ 
tion of her commands, and that the! congrega- 
tion, had, in iad^ difclaimed her authority^ hit 
dtedall the ptoteftant minifters, throughout the 
kingdom, to appear at Stiding on the tenth 
of May. It is immaterial whether this cita* 
tion was publilhed before Or after the con- 
ferences, I have already mentioned, between 
her and the heads of the congregation ; for it 
certainly brought matters to a crifis. The con- 
gr^tion, without entering into any ridicu- 
lous paper war with the queen-regent, refolved 
to obey the fummons ; but prepared them- 
felves and their followers to attend their mi- 
nifters on the day appointed. They accord- 
ingly advanced from An^s, Merns, and the 

inte-. 
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Glared 
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tlared rebels, and guilty of high treafon. Er- a.d. 1559. 
ikinc, upon this, left the court, and repaired 
tQ Perth, where he apologized, in the beft man* 
ncr he could, for his paft Conduft ; but fairly- 
told them, that. they were to expert neither 
favour nor fincerity from the queen-regent ; 
and that they ought to prepare againft the worft^ 
Nothing could be more agreeable, than this de- 
claration was to the feiitiments of Knox, who 
was theil at Perth. The very day after the 
denunciation, he preached a fermon againil: 
idolatry, in fo warm and popular a ftfain, that 
the people became intradablc. A prieft, at this 
dangerous crilis, prepared to celebrate mafs; 
a boy oppofed him, and a fbufHe enfuQcl, which 
tenninated in the rafcal multitude (as. they are Cjidci* 
named by Calderwood, who was himfelf a learn- 
cd, but jealous, prqlbyterian) deftroying all the 
apparatus for the mafs, and every veftige of idol^i- 
try (forfo popery was called) in.the church. From 
thence they proceeded to the houfcs of the Grey 
and Black, friars, and levelled thofe venera* Demoi;tioa 
blc,^but fumptuous,^ edifices with the ground, ^^J/^'^*" 
to the irreparable lofs. of the publicf and the 
indelible reproach of the Reformation. Thofe 
barbarities were the mere efFeds of enthufiafm ; 
and I am therefore the more inclined to believe, 
with Calderwood and Knox, that none of the 
creditable reformers converted any part of the 
fpoils to their own profit ; and that all the fa- 
crileges of that kind were committed by the 
Vox-. VJ. H needy 
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A. D. 1559. needy unprincipled rabble. Archbifhop SpotC* 
wood, whofe teftiuiony ought to go far on 
this occafion, fays, that the houfes of the 
Grey and Black friars (the Francifcans and 
Dominicans) were fo well ftored with provi- 
fion and furniture, that it plainly proved their 
vows of poverty to have been feigned and 
counterfeit. The fame moderate prelate 
fays, that the wealth of the Carthufian houfe 
furpaffed both; and yet the prior was per- 
mitted to take with him what he might carry 
of gold and filver plate, and that the rcmaia- 
ing fpoil was given to the poor. This difin- 
tereftednefs, amidol fuch tumultuous proceed- 
ings, is rarely to be met with ia hifiory ; ajid 
as it is uncontradicted by their enemies, it re^ 
dounds greatly to the honour of the Scotch 
reformers. 

The example of the Perthians, wag followed 
by the inhabitants of Cupar in Fife, who, in 
like manner, deftroyed every appearance of 
popery. It is to be lamented, that their rage 
was not confined to fuperftitious trinkets and 
exhibitions ; for archbifhop Spotfwood fays, 
that the fpeed they made in demolifliing the 
edifices was admirable ; and that in two days 
time, the fumptuous large charter-houfe at 
Perth was not only ruined, but the fiones and 
timber fo quickly taken away, that a vcftigc 
thereof was fcarce remaining to be feen,. 

When 



I 
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When wc make an allowance for this^ firft a.d. 155^, 
dtiifion of violence, which (every circum- owofedbr 
fiance confidfered) was natural, the progrefe ^ISJ"*** 
of the Stotch reformers was far from being 
ib rndefenfible as it has been reprefented by 
Keith, and fome other writers. The young 
cari of Argyie, (the chancellor carl being then 
dead) and the prior of St. Andrew's, difap* 
proved of the ravages that had been com- 
mitted, and joined the queen-regent, in hopeii 
of being ftill able to prevent matters from 
coming to that extremity, which the refent- 
ment of the queen-regent gave them caufe to 
apprehend. She fummoned all the nobility, 
the duke of Chatlehcraut particularly, to at- 
tend her at Stirling, to which place D'Oyffel 
marched at the head of the French troops. 
From Stiriing fhe went with them, and the 
Scotch {he had raifed, towards Perth, in hopes 
tof furprizing the infurgents : but in this they 
"Were deceived ; for they proceeded in a man- 
ner that proved them to be direfted by able 
heads. * ;' 

Knox ftill kept up his private correfpondence 
'wim Cecil in England, and was no ftranger t^ 
the moderate difppfition of tlie French court, 
and the growing averfion of that king (Henry 
the fecond being then alive) towards the 
Guifes. The congregationifts drew up four 
addreffes, one to the queen-regent, another to 
the French fol4icrs, another to th« Scotch no- 

Ha biUty 



Keith. 
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A. 0.1555. bility refiding with the queen, and the fourtli 

inconfift- to the clergy. In the firft, they profeffed all 

encyofthc ^;;i^ci of loyalty and obedience to their fovcr: 

reformer)* • . . 

i*eign; but ftiU with a refervation of cpnfcir: 
ence in religious matters, and even threatened 
to lay their cafe before the French king, if the 
queen- regent fiiould employ force againft 
them* Their addrefs to D'Oyffel and the 
Trench foldiers was manly and, fpirited, wor- 
thy of an independent people : they advifed 
them ^* not to ufe violence againft them, nor 
to prpvoke them to enmity ; for that if they 
fliould enter into war, the fame ihould remain 
longer than their own live^, even as long as 
Scottifh men fhould have power to take re- 

jbid. venge/^ They particularly reprefented to 

D'Oyffel, " That he declared himfelf no 
faithful fervajit to his matter, the. king of 
France, if for the pleafure of the priefts, he 
would perfecute them ; and fo compel them to 
take the fword of juft defence.'^ Jn their ad- 
drefs to the SgDtch nobility, they pleaded re- 
ligion and confcience for all the enormities 
that had been committed at Perth; and ad- 
dreffing themfelves to fuch of them as »had 
embraced the Reformation, they told them. 

Ibid. <« That as they are reputed already traitors by 

God, they IhaU likewife be excommunicated 
from their fociety, and from the participation 
of the facraments of the church, which God, 
by his mighty pqwer, hath erefted among 

them ; 
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tlcm; whofe minifters have the fame power A^D.issg; 
which Chrift Jefus granted to his apoftles in 
thefe words : Whofe .fins ye fliall forgive, fliall 
be forgiven; and whofe fins ye fhall retain^ 
Ihall- be retained." It muft* be acknowledged^ 
that this was a dodrine that came with a very 
bad grace from the reformers. The addrefs to 
the. clergy feems to have been drawn up en- 
tirely by Knox, as it breathes nothing but fixry 
and vengeance ; and would be unworthy of a 
place in hiftory, had it not been for the pro- 
vo(;ations that occafioned it, and the repeated 
murders committed by thofe ecdefiafiiics. 

The queen-regent, notwithftanding all their "^iic 
remonilrances, advanced with her army to f«t»^ 
Ochterarder, within ten miles of Perth, where 
it encamped ; and the earl of Argyle, the lord 
James, prior of St. Andrew's, with the lord 
Sempil, were difpatched to Perth, to enquire 
of the infurgents the reafon of their aflem- 
bling, . and to know whether they intended to 
deny the queen-regent admittance into the 
town. They found, on the twenty-fourth of 
May, a body of the moft zealous reformers, 
confifting of the gentlemen of Fife, Angus, 
jind Merns, lying in an advanced poft, without 
the town. The lay heads of the congrega- 
tion, in their conferences with the lords de- 
puties, complained of the queen -regent's harih 
refolutions againft their party, the execution 
pf which, they faid, they were determined to 

oppofc ; 
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A.0.1559. oppofe ; but they declared^ at the lame timet 
that if flie fuflFered the already begun Rcfbr- 
tnation to proceed, they intended to fubttil 
theopiireltres, in every refpeft, to her eomfflstiidfc 
!n the mean while, they entreated die ludl 
deputies to lay their caufe at the feet of her ma: 
jelly, and to intercede in their behalf. Thofe 
were, at beft, but eqaiyocal profeffions, and 
intended to gain time. The anfwer returned 
by Knox next day, when he harangued t)ui 
lords deputies, was plain, fimple, and could 
:idmit 6f only one interpretation. He told 
them, that the quccn-regenOs rage was blind ; 
that her religion was contrary to that of Jefuf 
C3irifi ; that Ihe was fighting not againft man, 
but againft God ; and that her enterprise could 
not profpcr in the end. 

During thofc conferences, the congregatibn- 
ills were aflembling their friends from all 
quarterij ; and thie earl of Gkncaim, with in- 
credible difpatch aitid difficulty, was on his 
march, from the (hire of Air, with twelve 
hundred horfe, and thirteen hundred foot, 
though the chief pafles and forts of the conn* 
try were in poffcffion of the queen- regent's 
forces. The congrcgationifts were at this 
time difcouraged on feeing fo many leaders 
of their party, all of them profeft reformers, 
joining the queen-regent, who was at the head 
of fcven thoufand regular troops, Scotch and 
French ; and one unfuccefsful blow, more than 

probably. 
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probably^ muft have beca the ruin of their ^•^' »s» 
aufc. The queen-Fegent was deceived by the 
evl of Glencairii's prodigious march, which» 
coofidering his impedimeats, ihe thought was 
impoffible to be performed info ihort a time^and 

• 

flic had imagined the congregationifis would fixb«» 
initio her terms before his arrival. Perhaps 
il^ was encouraged in this belief by her der 
poties. Before the earl had joined his friends, 
flue ret^uired them to (end fbme perfons to hec 
camp> to confer wkh the duke of Chatlehe*^ 
rant; and D'Oyflel^ and treat of an accommo- 
dation. 

Her requefi: was complied with.; and the; 
d^uties for the congrega^tionifls were Er&ina 
of IX^n, Ggilvy of Invercarity, and ScoU o£ 
Abbodhall. All thofie were moderate men, 
and (eemed compliable. with the duke and 
D^OyflTcl's demands, which were, that the towoit 
of Perth Ibould be left open for the <jueen-re- 
gent, who was, in other refpe£ts, to z& ac« 
cording to her own difcretion. The deputies, 
hinted at fome farther provifions, and were 
dibiifled with great politenefs, to receive far-, 
ther inf}!rui£Uons« Scarcely had they left the 
queen-regent's camp, than ihe received certain . 
intelligence, that the earl of Glencairn, having - 
duded all her putguards, was arrived at Perth . 
with his army. His arrival may be faid to 
have been critical for the caufe of the Refor- 
mation in Scotland ; for the town of Perth, 

till 
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uD»x559; till tten, was in the moft imminent danger ol 
falling into the hands of their enemies; and that, 
together with the pafs of Stirling, which fhi 
was already poflfefled of, would have given the 
qtieen-regent the moft importaiit advantages. 
She again fent the earl of Arg^le, and the prior 
of St. Andrew's, with the abbot of Kilwiniiitig, 
to Perth ; but though the earl of Glencairn, at- 
tended by the lords Ochiltree and Boyd, th^ 
barons of Loudon, Cragie- Wallace, Cefnock, 
t«rith other chief gentlemen of the Weft, -had 
already arivied at Perth, and though the con- 
gregationifts were now a full match for the 
queen-regent, yet their condud was moderate 
to admiration, and their demands bounded by 
the ftrifteft rules of patriotifm and juftice. When 
Knox upbraided the queen's commiffioners (the 
earl of Argyle and the prior) with their defec- 
tion, they declared, that all they laboured for, 

JIj^I^" was a reafonable accommodation, and to pre- 
vent bloodfhed ; and that if flie fhoiild violate 
any of the ternis agreed on, they would be the 
firft to take the field againft her. Thofe affu- 
rances had fuch weight, that even Knox wa« 
brought over to agree to a treaty, which termi- 
nated in the following conditions : Firft, That 
both the armies fliQuld be dilbanded ; and the 
town left open to the queen. Second, That 
none of the inhabitants fhould be molefted on 
account of the late alteration in religion. Third, 
That no Frenchmen fhould enter the town, nor 

come 
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©ome v^ithin three miles of it: And that when A.a«is^ 
the qtieen retires, no French garrifon fliali be 
left in the town. Fourth, That all other ooh- 
I troverfies be referred to the next parliament 
I Tho' thofe terms were agreed on ; and tho' Faithiefi 

i ' GonduA of 

Knox returned public thanks to God, that the the queen* 
eflbiion of blood had been flopped, yet he pro- 
phetically foretold, that no part of the treaty 
leould be kept longer than the queen-regent and 
her Frenchmen were in a condition to break it. 
The other heads of the congregation were of 
the fame opinion ; and before they evacuated 
ferth, they drew up a frefli affociation, which 
they called the fecond covenant, binding them- 
felves, in the ftrongeft terms, ••not to fpare la- 
bours^ goods, fhbftance, bodies, and lives, in 
maintaining the liberty of the whole congrega- 
tion, and every member thereof, againft what- 
ibcver power that fliall intend the faid trouble^ 
for caufe of religion, or any other caufe depend- 
ing thereupon, or lay to their charge under 
pretence thereof, although it happen to be co- 
loured with any other outward caufe." This 
iaftrument was figned by the earls of Argyle 
and Glencairn, the prior of St. Andrew's, and 
Ae lords Boyd and Ochiltree. On the thirti- 
eth of May, the congregationifts evacuated 
Perth, into which the queen-regent made a kind 
of triumphal entry. An incident which hap- 
pened, gave a melancholy prefage of her future 
intentions; for a. young boy, fon to one IVIur* 
^ Vol. VL I ray, 
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A*1x 1559. ray, a zealous reformer, being ihot dead be- 
fore his father's houfe, the queen-regent difco- 
vefed no farther concern, than being fony 
that the ball had not pierced the father inftead 
of the fon. The fubfequent part of her con- 
duct was anfwerable to this com^iencement. 
She broke every article of the capitulation, iii 
three days time. Some of the moft zealous 
citizens M^ere baniihed, others were fined ; the 
old magiftrates were turned out, and the 
queen -regent nominated others to fucceed 
them. Upon her leaving the town, Ihe placed 
in it a garrifon of fix hundred Scots, in French 
pay, thinking thereby to elude that article of 
the capitulation, regarding the place not be* 
ing held by Frenchmen. She, at laft, is faid 
to have thrown off the maik, and to declare, 
in the true Guifian ftile, that no promifes were 

Keith. to be k^pt with heretics. Some writers have 
affected to doubt the truth of this declaration ; 
but I have mentioned it here, becaufe it was 
confirmed by her adions. The beft apology 
that can be made for her condud is, that her 
great capacity and humanity were over-ruled, 
if not extinguifhed, by the arts of church- 
men, and the affedion fixe bore to her own 
country and family. 

i»rogfeftof The head-quarters of the congregationifts, 

^^f*'- upon their evacuating Perth, was at St. An- 
drew's, which, though lately the feat of me- 
tropolitical and ecclefiaftical tyranny, was now 
^ the 
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the center of the reformed intereft ; fo effec- a. d. tisr 
tpally had the ignorance and cruelty of the 
dergy alienated the gentlemen and inhabitants 
of the neighbouring counties from popery. 
The earl of Argyle, and the prior of St. An- 
drew's, fenfible of the queen-regent's perfidy, 
Tctired from Perth to that city ; and, at their 
reqveft, the new affociation was carried into 
execution. The queen-regent charged them, 
upon their allegiance, to return to Perth ; but 
inftead of obeying her, fummonfes were fent 
for all the reformed party to meet on the 
fonrth of June at St. Andrew's, which they 
accordingly did ; and they were joined by 
Knox. A few of his fermons foon iniligated 
the rabble to pull down all the altars and ima- 
ges in the neighbourhood ; and the archbifhop 
of St. Andrew's hearing that Knox, on the 
following Sunday, intended to take pofTeffion^ 
of his cathedral, garrifoned it with a hundred 
men, commanded by himfelf. The queen-rc* 
gent and the French were then at Falkland, at 
the diftance 6f no more than twelve miles from 
St. Andrew's. The boldeft of the layrc- 
formers thought it would be imprudent to dif* 
poffefs the prelate pf his pulpit. Knox, who 
was much better informed, perfifled in his re- 
folution to preach next Sunday in the metro- 
politan church, for which he gave fevcral en- 
thufiaflical reafons, the better to conceal his 
real intentions, which he did not think proper 

1 2 to 
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A. D. 1559. to publifh. The archbifliop found the mindar 
of the inhabitants fo alienated from •popcrjr,' 
and fo bent upon a reformation, that h© 
thought proper next day to return to Falk-^ 
land; and the ftiinon which Kriox pres^ched 
in the cathedral againft popery, fired his hear-» 
, ers fo muchj that they not only plundered all: 
the churches in the dty, but demoliihed tha 
houfes of the Francifcaa and' DonrnucaJi 
' friars. 

The queen-regefnt made a new effort |o flip 
port her daughter's, and her own, authority* 
She ordered a rendezvous of the French, and 
all the fenfible. Scotchmen in the neighbour'^ 
hood, to be held at Cupar; but the head3 of 
the (Congregation, taking poffeifion of that 
place with a hundred horfe, were next day 
three thoufand ftrong ; fo that (to make ufe of 
Knox's homely, but empha^ical, expreffions) 
** it appeared as men had rained from the 
clouds.'^ The queen-regent was then inarch- 
ing from Falkland, and had appointed the 
duke of Chatleheraut to be commander in 
chief of her army. It was outnumbered .by 
the congregationills, who advanced to fight j 
and flie had recourfe, as ufual, to a negotiation. 
The duke aod the earl of Marilhal conferred 
with the earl of Argyle and the- prior of St. 
Andrew's, and the duke demanded to know 
the terms on which the congregationills were 
willing to treat. They infilled, as a prelinji-* 

nary. 
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nary, upon the difraiffion, of the French troops a. p. 25$^ 
out of S^^tland, which her majefty faid ihe 
could not agree to, without hearing from the 
Trench king ; fo that the conferences ended in 
a truce for eight days, and the bulk of the 
French returned to Falkland, till a more defi- 
nidve treaty could be concluded at St. An^ 
drew'^. The duke of Chatleheraut, the earl 
of M^riihalj 2ind the wifeft of the queen-'rc* ^ 

geilt's friends, advifed her to make ufe^of this 
idipite^ by fummoning a. parliament to meet 
at £diiiburgh, for removing all the national 
griarances. She was confcious of the reditude 
of this meafure ; but her attachment- to her 
family (who were, at that time, in great jeo- 
pardy at the court of France, chiefly on acr 
count of the aflfairs of Scotland) over-ruled 
her -better judgment. Inftead of fending coin- 
miflioners to St Andrew^s, or convening a 
parliament, ihe did not even deign to an- 
fwer ^the remonftrances font by the earl of Ar- 
gyle, and the prior of St. Andrew's, upon 
the • oppr^fiion^ committed- by the garrifop, 
vhicfay contrary to the capitulation, fiie had 
left at Perfeh^ and the magiftrates who had 
been fubftituted there, by her authority- 

This difregard of their juft repreientati9;ns, Th«t«- 
exafperated the congregationifts ; and they raife aa 
raifed an army, which, notwithftanding all """^^ 
the arts of the queeurregent, reduced Pert^i 

on* 
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u a 1559. on the twenty-fifth of June, and lev(!Hed ta 
the ground the palace and abbey of Scone^, 
one of the nobleft edifices in Europe. Thofe 
outrages gave a handle for the queen-regent to, 
prttend, that the reafon why flie difirqgarded 
the laft capitulation was, becaufe ihc kneir 
the congregationifts were preparing to b^ 
fiege Perth. She had now fo efife&dally fw- 
feited the efteem of the public, that no regard, 
was had to her declarations, and Knox -1194 
full fcope for the exercife of his reforming 
fpirk; for the fine abbey of Cambulkenifetlit 
with all the churches and monafteries in 8dr« 
ling, and its neighbourhood, were demoliihedt 
the earl of Argyle, and the prior of St An* 
drew's, having, with prodigious adivityiv 
gained poffeffion of the pafs over the Forth al 
Stirling, which laid all the fouthern countiei 
of Scotland open to their vifits. They di4 
not fail to improve this advantage. Three 
hundred men, under the earl of Argyle^ and 
the prior of St. Andrew's, pafled the Forth, and^ 
their numbers encreafing, committed the fame 
devaftations at Linlithgow, as they had in 
Stirlinglhire. Their party foon amounted to 
five thoufand, and they advanced to Edin* 
burgh, where the queen - regent refided. 
She was inclined to have defended that capi- 
tal ; but was dlfluaded by the lord Seton, pro- 
voft of the town, who informed her, that the 

in^habitants. 
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inhabitants, in general, were on the fide of the A.D.155^ 
congregationifts : upon which fixe removed to 
Dunbar. 

It is with pain we recoiled:, that the progrefs 
of the reformers was attended by the demoli- 
don of the magnificent churches and religious 
houfes wherever they pafled. They pulled down 
the houfes of the prebends of the collegiate 
churchy whidx had been founded at Edinburgh 
by Mary q£ Gueldres. They plundered the 
palace and abbey of Holyrood-houfe ; and, 
hftlyj they feized the irons of the mint, and 
coined fome money for fupplying their pre« 
lent exigencies, which were excefilvely crav« 
ing; The queen-regent emitted a proclamation, 
10 the name of her daughter, and the king- 
dauphin, by which fhe endeavoured to trahf*- 
fer the blanie of all thofe diforders to the 
congregationifts. She pretended, • that fixe ha^d 
otkred to call a parliament for fettling all reli- 
gious diiputes, and to grant liberty of confci* 
tnce to all the infurgents ; and that they had 
been guilty of treafon by their unlawful pro- 
ceedings, efpecially in feizing the irons of the 
mint ; and commanding them, under the high* 
eft penalties, to evacuate the town of Edin- 
burgh. The lords of the congregation publifiied 
an anfwer in general, but very unfatisfadory 
terms, to this proclamation. It is not to be 
difiembled, that many of ^them were fenfible 

they. 
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a; p. 1559* they had gone too far, and thought it b^k 
time, if poffible, to conciliate the reformatioa 
of religion with their duty to governmenU 
They had, in their anfwer to the quei^-regent's 
proclamations, declared, they were ready^ ta 
confer in her prefence, and to convince her, diat 
they had no farther views than the reformation 
of religion. She took hold of this declaration, 
add defired the congregationifts to explain 
themfelves. They deputed the lairds of Pitaj> 
row and Cunninghamhead to prefent their re* 
quefts, which were, Firft, That they ought 
enjoy a liberty of confcience. Second, That 
infufficient miniilers be removed from ecdefia- 
fiical adminiftrations. Third, That Chrift be 
truly preached, and his facraments rightfy ad- 
miniftred. Fourth, That their minifters be 
difcharged from the procefs of treafon, and be 
] admitted to -execute their office without mpte- 
ftation, until fuch time as, by a general coub* 
cil lawfully convened, or by a parliament with- 
in the realm, the controverfies pjout Feligion 
be decided. Fifth, That the French. foldiers be 
fent home. The queen-regent treated thofe 
propofals with great plaufibility, but defired to 
confer with other heads of the party ; and the 
earl of Glencairn, the lords Ruthven and Ochil- 
tree, with Pitarrow, were deputed for that 
ipurpofe ; and on the twelfth of July, they 
inade their apperance before the queen-regents 

But 
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But it is here . nec^flary to attend to what was a.d, is59^ 
jaffing at . the Fxench court, which was the 
mm fpring of the queeu-regent's condud. 

I afii not authorized to fay,^ that when ihe 
had the interview with the laft-mentioned com- 
■miffioners, ' flie . had received intelligence of 
Henry the fecond's death, which happened on 
tke laft day of June; and. that her fon*in*Iaw 
was tlien poflefled of the French crown. I am, 
bjrher conduA, inclined to believe, that fhe 
faunxr of that event; but that the French court 
tws deceived, as to the affairs of Scotland. The 
French king's death had revived the Guifian 
intertfi: ; ' and the preparations for the duke : 
Q'lllbeuf's pafling over to Scotland, were re- 
fljcved with frelh vigour, though Melvil had 
npt yet returned from Scotland to make his 
rg)ort. One of Throgmorton's difpatches men- 
tions, that before the French king expired of 
his , wound, ^ the Guifes held a confultati* 
do,, where it was once more refolved to cut 
off the earl of A^gyle, the prior of St. An- 
drew's, and other principal reformers ; and or- 
ders were difpatchcd to Scotland for that pur- 
pofe. The queen-regent, averfe to Janguinary 
mcafures, obferved a different conduct. She 
knew that, the reforming party, whofe army 
generally confifted of five thoufand, could 
not loi% keep the field in a body ; and, in th? 
mean while, Ihe took care to fpread diflenfions 
among their chiefs, by pretending, that the 

Vox-. VI. K prior 
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A.p.»ss9 prior of St Andrew's afpired to the cirotim. 
This had fuch an effeft, that the codgrc^ 
tionifls were difunited, and many of diem 
joined in a paper, difclauning fuch . rebeUidus 
intentions. 

correfpond- Sccrctary Cecil informed Argyle and At 
tween^the pfioF of their danger; and they rdEufed io 
Ind'he" truft their perfons with the queen-regent, wlid 
IS^ "'' remained at Dunbar, and feemed defirotis to . 
treat with them particularly. The congcega* 
tionifls were fUU at Edinburgh ; the' tiimi^ 
. niihed in their numbers, and divided in their 
councils, but they made no fecret of the io^ 
telligence they had received finom Cectl^ xmi* 
cerning the earl of Argyle and the prior* Am 
the queen-regent appeared fincerdy dilpofed 
for an accommodation, it was agreed, that a 
conference fhould be held at Preflon, in Eaft 
Lothian. The commiffioners for the congre'* 
gationifts were the earls of Argyle and Gleh- 
cairn, the lords Ruthven, Boyd, and Ochil- 
tree, the prior of St. Andrew's, with the 
lairds of Dun, and Pitarrow. Thofe for the 
queen-regent were the duke of Chatleherautf 
the earl of Huntley, the lords Erikin^ and 
Somervile, the commendator of Kilwinning, 
and the jufiice-clerk. Each party was attended 
by a guard of a hundred men, and both 
feemed well difpofed for an agreement. The 
queen-regent made no objection towards tole* 
rating the congregationifts in the free cxercife 

of 
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cf Aeir xeligio% provided they abftarned a. d. 1559. 
hxm it in the places where jhe and her court 
refided, and gave way to the mafs. She was 
tlie mare peremptory on this head, as ihe had 
certain intelfigence, that, many of the con- 
gregation had left Edinburgh ; and that thofe : 
wko remained were inconfiderable, either - 
for numbers or difcipline. They rejefted, 
bovever^ the terms {he propofed^ refolving to : 
naain in Edinburgh all winter, and to keep ; 
poffidGon of the •■ mint. The queen-regent 
CQBi{^ained of their condud, as being trea^ 
lisiiaUe^ and they juftified themfelves by 
pnnted manifeftaes; but on the twenty-third^ 
<^ I^Tr ^ marched ifrom. Dunbar to £din«. 
tnui;!^ and fwrprized Lddi. The lords of the 
cOn^egation being top generous to fave them«^ 
fehes by fiight, and thereby expofe their. 
fiiendsy at Edinburgh, to t^e refentment of 
tke qtieen-i*egei!t, put themfelves at the head' 
of the citizens, and macje difpofitions for en« 
S^g^S^ 1^ army between Leith and Edin*; 
burgh; but tUey were difconcerted by a threat^ 
enis^ mefiage, fent them from the lord £r^ 
flune^ ga'^emor of the caflle. 

That nobleman difliked the violent proceed* An accom* 
iags of' fome of the congregationifts, and °'°^*^^'*''* 
threatened to fire upon the town, if they op- 
pofed the queen-regent's entering it. By this 
time, her Ibldiers were direfting their march 
towards the w^gate, which they propofed 

K 2 to 
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A. D. 1^59. to enter; and the congregatiohifiis, tO' k^^oil 
the effufion of blood, thought it moft pruddnS. 
to treat. The queen-regent, notwithftajaidSig ' 
ber fucceffes, and her being in daily expedft . 
tion of a frefh fupply of troops from TniiKC^ 
appeared moderate in her demands. Suck of 
the congregationifts as did not refide at EdoAy , 
burgh, agreed to evacuate that town; The 
mint houfe, and its irons, with the palace of' 
Holyrood-houfe, were delivered up to her nia^ 
jcfty, and the reformers promifed to behaVe aS-. 
dutiful fubj efts to her daughter. A truce be* » 
tween both parties was to take place, &OflA 
the twetity-fourth of July^ to the tenth A£ 
January following; and, during that timei tlfc, 
congregationifts weri, to^ offer no moteQatioQ 
to the eftablifhed clergy. The queen-Fegeii)it^: 
on her. part, was not to- moleft the prieacbcM 
of the proteftant religion, of which they'wiere 
to have the free exercife in Edinburgh^ and 
all over the kingdom ; and neither French iioii 
Scotch foldiers were to be quartered: ipi.-tba^ 
town. Such \rere the heads of this acdQinmoH 
datioh, which was figned on the t'etenty^fiftb 
of July by the duke of Chatleherauty' thcfoiii 
• of Huntley, arid D'Oyffel, on. thse part of the 
queen- regent. As no exprefs fiipuI^tioB had 
been made for the French troops ^vacuatingl 
Scotland, Ihc was in hopes that her compU*^ 
ances would have prevented her from being 
prcfled on tjiat fubjeft j but fte was d^ceivec^i 

The 
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Tte heads of her own party, particularly the a.d. 155^ 
ipke of Chatleberaut, confidered it as a mea-^ 
fm;c unccnned:ed with the aflFairs of religion, 
apd neceiTary for pr^ferving the independency 
qjF their coxintiy ; and entered into a folemn 
engagement, to oblige the queen-regept, if nc- 
crijary, to agree to fuch evacuation. 

When the congregatjonifts left Edinburgh, Thc«- 
lity .repaired to Stirling, wh^cre they entered tiic to stk- 
into a third covenant, that none of them wopld * 
<reat feparately with the queen-regent, or enter 
mto any correfpondence with her, but by thp 
CQAfent of thiem ^IL They likewise agreed, 
t}iat if they were farther perfecuted by the 
queen-regent, they would apply to foreign- 
ers for protedion and afliftance, and efpe^ 
dally to the Englilh, who wer^of the fame re- 
ligion as thenifelves. Thofe refolptions were 
4idated by the fudd^n alteration of the queen- 
regent's behaviour, upon the accefl^on of her 
W-in-law to the throne of France, and her re-r 
ceiving frcih aflurances from thence, of being 
liberally fupplied bpth with men and money. 
The infoknce of the French foldiers became now. 
intolerable, even to the loyal p^trty, who were 
^cvoted to the queen-regent and her daughter. 
The former afFefted to obferve the capitulation. 
Qf Leithf but they made fuch difturbances,- 
during divine fervice, round the churches which 
the refprnied kept poffeffion of, as indicated a 
rpfolation to break the truce. The queen-re- 

gent,, 
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A.ai5S9. gent, herfelf, fent feveral mefiages, defixinjf 
the ufe of the high church for the celebratkni 
of the mafs, but was always flatly refafed ; and, 
at laft, Mr. Knox and bis congregation retired 
to Stirling, leaving his colleague, Willocks, to 
preach at Edinburgh; 
Their mt- In thc beginning of September, the a£Burs of 
tiuutiiui. the Scotch reformers wore a melancholy af- 
peft J but they were fdmewhat relieved by the 
aflurances they received from Cecil, that las 
miftrefs, the queen of England, was refolved tor 
befriend them. She had, by means of Throg- 
morton, and her other agents, difeovered, that 
the duke of Chatleheraut and his fbn (who is 
fometimes called the earl of Arran, and fome« 
times lord Hamilton) had likewife been devoted? 
to deftruftion by the Guifes ; but the young^ 
nobleman, who had been fo long fecreted in 
England, was dif[)atched to Scotland, to fecore 
bis father in the intereft of the congregationifts^ 
wTiich he thoroughly effefted; and the duke 
retired to his conntry-houfe to wait a fe* 
vourabte opportunity for his refentment, by the 
afliftahce promifed him by Cecil. That great 
minifter's zeal for his miftrefs, and abhorrence 
of the Guifians, created him many difSculties' 
at the Englifh council-board. Elizabeth, her« 
&If, was not without her fcruples, about fup^ 
porting fubjecls againft their lawful fovereign i 
and they were encouraged by three of her 
grcateft ftatefmen, the earl of Arundel, fecrc-- 

tajry 
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Htuy Petre^ and Qir John Mafoa, all of tlieai ^^« '5Si« 
pspiflB^ but ia high credit with their fnifti^^. 
I%e Guifes pretended, at the fame time, that 
tkey w<Hdd give her all the fatisfadtion flit 
%uld require, concerning Francis and Marf 
maddqg ufe of the Engliih arms ; and a cosefer^ 
ence was held at a place called Upfalington, 
in the Nprth of England, where all differences^ 
in regard to the execution of the treaty of 
Obteau-CambrefiS) were fettled by the com- 
miffioners on both fides. We are even told, 
that the French king for fome time defified 
from ufing the Engliih arms. This compro- ^^^ 
mife was by no means agreeable to Cecil, who ^bcrfi^^* 
complained to Throgmorton, that " the queen J'^y'i* 
(to ufe his own expreflion) was againf): the 
whde bufinefs of Scotland." But if that was 
crer her real fentiment, fhe foon had caufe to 
liter it 

la the beginning of September, Le Croc, a pi^pj,„. 
French agent, arrived in Scotland, to acquaint ^^^^ 
the queen-regent, that the armament, under "^«*^« 
D'^beu^ was in great forwardnefs ; and that, 
in a few days, about a thoufand French foldi- 
ers under the command of one Odavian, would 
land at Leith, with a fupply of money, arms, 
and ammBnition, with fome perfons of experi'^ 
ence in government, to affift her with their 
counfels. Le Croc, at the fame time, delivered 
to the prior of St Andrew's two letters, one 
fipom the French king, and another from the 

queen. 
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^i>*i559* queen, reproacIiiDg him^ hi the nioft biCte^ 
terms, for his ungnitcful behahriotir, and threalt*, 
ening him with the fevereft ptiniihment, if 
he perfifted in fomenting the trdliblcs of Scot-, 
land. Thofe letters were enforced by a verbal 
me0age, delivered to the prior by Le Crdc, that 
the French king would rather lofe his crown^ 
than not, be revenged of the feditious tumtlts. 
raifed in Scotland. The prior anfwercd the. 
Ssotfweod. letters with great firmnefs, ** That he was no 
way confcious to himfelf of any undutifri-. 
nefe, either in word or deed, againfl: his fovc- . 
reign's laws: that it was true he had joined^ 
himfelf with thofe of the nobility who went 
about the reforming, of religion, and would, 
not deny it ; but this he did not efteem a fault 
againfl the king or queen, for thereby, nothing 
is fought but the advancement of God's ho- . 
nour, and the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, from, 
which if he Ihould defift, it were, in cflFeft, 
to renounce his Lord and Saviour. Then, this 
caufe only excepted, he and the reft,, who 
were charged with the crime of rebellioDi 
Ihould, in all other things, be moft obfequcfit." • 
The prior was then at Dumbarton ; and he 
fent the above letter, open, to the queen-rc-^ 
gent, who having perufed it, faid, ^* That fOiC 
believed fuch a proud and rebellious anfwer 
was never given to a king and queen." 
French ^^ ^ ^^^ days, Oclaviau arrived with the 

riTcTn*'' promifed fupplics of men and money, at Lcith; 
Scotland. and 
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tpd'tlic <l«een-regcnt gave orders for immedi- a. d. 1511. 
atelyr fortifying that town and harbour. She 
now (>erceived9 that this reinforcement was 
fcr from being adequate to her exigencies ; 
and fhe fent OSavian back to folicit a farther, 
ind more powerful, fupply, without loiing a 
moment^s time. Finding that the heads of the 
congregation continued their meetings, fhe 
fent frefh invitations to the duke of Chatle- 
henut, and the other lords of that party, to 
treat of an accommodation ; and even offered 
' &int of them, particularly the duke, and the 
piiof of St. Andrew's, their own terms, if 
thef would detach themfelves from their con- 
fieftions with the reformed : but all of them 
remained unmoved, and fteady to their caufe* 
Tfccy now thought, that religion was not the 
only point in queftion^ and that their civil li« 
berdes were equally in danger, from the con-* 
dad of the French court and the queen-re- 
gent. No parliament was fitting, to which 
they cotild apply for relief, and they were go- 
verned by a foreign power ; fo that every prin- 
ciple of felf-defence concurred in juftifying 
their oppofition. 

On the tenth of September, the lords of the str^fth ^ 
congregation, according to appointment, met j^^ 
at Stirling, where they were joined by the 
lord Hamilton, eldeft fon to the duke of 
Chatleheraut. Thofe two noblemen were 
fiiDy fenfible of the danger they had efcaped, 
Voii. VI. L and 
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A.D.i5^$. and farther exafperated againft the French 
court, by the fecond fon of the family being; 
lately imprifoned at Paris. From Stirling 
the lords of the congregation removed to JHa- - 
milton, where the duke of Chatleheraut re- 
lided, and a perfe6l reconciliation, of fome 
differences among them, being effe£ted by the 
lord Hamilton's mediation, the duke was af- 
terwards looked upon as the head of the con- 
gregation. A letter was fent to the queen-re- 
gent, expoftulating with her upon her con- 
dud, and admoniihing her to defift from . in- 
troducing foreigners to lord it over the na- 
tion, left fhe Ihould drive them to extremi- 
ties. This letter was figned, on the twenty- 
ninth of September, by the duke and his fon, 
the earls of Argyle, Glencairn, Mcnteith, the 
lords Ruthven, Boyd, and Ochiltree, and others. 
It brought on a kind of paper war, confifting 
of proclamations, remonftrances, declaniati- 
ons, and other pieces, the contents of which 
would be too tedious to mention here. It is 
fufficient to fay, that the queen-regent, in the 
end, direftly charged the duke of Chatlehe- 
raut and his family with afpiring to the crown ; 
and, by the information of Noailles, the French 
embaffador in England, accufed them, not only 
of folliciting affiftance from Elizabeth, but 
from other powers upon the continent. Her 
proclamations, of this kind, made an impref- 
fion upon the public, not fo much from any 

regard 
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regard paid to her, as from the diflike which a. d. 1559, 
many of the congregationifts, efpecially of 
'^^ the fouth, had to the perfon of the duke of 
Chatleheraut, for having fo often changed his 
party. 

As the queen-regent had given orders for ^'*p*?' 
fortifying Leith, that it might ferve as a land- war. 
ing-place for the French, the lords of the con- 
gregation feized upon Broughty-caftle, for the 
like purpofe of receiving fupplies from Eng- 
land, and for covering from infults the towns 
of Dundee, Perth, St. Andrew's, Montrofe, 
and other places, where the ftrength of their 
party lay. This produced frefh complaints' 
from the queen-regent, who accufed the duke 
of prefuming to name the magifirates of thofe 
aJa other boroughs, and even of flopping the 
provifions that were neceflary for maintaining 
licrfelf and her family. They recriminated, 
by partly denying the charge, and partly re- 
torting the like practices upon the queen-re- 
gent hcrfelf. At laft, they came to a refolu- 
tion of diflodging the French from Perth, 
and repaired to Edinburgh, on the eighteenth 
of October, for that purpofe : upon which, 
the queen-regent threw herfelf into the garri- 
fon of Perth. 

The lords of the congregation were not There. 
joined by the numbers they expefted at Edin- fcizTEdia. 
burgh; and it was thought proper, that the ^"'^^^^ 
duke Ihould folemnly purge himfelf of all am- 

L 2 bitious 



7<J. T H E H I S T O BtY- 

A.D. 1559*' bitibus views on the crown» vhich be aCipord- 
ingly did, by found of trumpet, at the cro6 
of that capital. ^ In the mean while, Nicholat 
de Pelue, bifhop of Amiens, afterwards a car- 
dinal, attended by three doctors of the Sor- 
bonnc, arrived in Scotland; but what was 
of greater importance, they were under the 
convoy of two thoufand French, who were 
commanded by De Broffe. This did not prevent 
the congregationifts of Edinburgh from once 
more peremptorily requiring the queen-regent 
to difmantle the fortifications of Leithf and to. 
difmifs her French troops. Her anfwer tQ this 
mefiage, is a jufljfication of the cpngregattpn-r 
iils. She fent Lyon, king at arms, to acquaint. 
the lords, that there was no occafion to make 
a conqueft of Scotland by force, becaufe it 
was already a conqueft ^ by marriage ; and 
that the Frenchmen were not ftrangers^ be*. 
caufe they had been naturalized. She charged 
the duke with having broken his promife, and ' 
commanded, that he and all his affiftants 
fliould direftly leave Edinburgh, under pain 
of high treafon. Thofe inftrudions to the 
lord Lyon, were accompanied by a Ihort note 

• It may be here proper to inform the reader, that, in the 
I'lnguage of the Scotch law, the word Conqueft fi^ifies no mare- 
thanan acquifition ; but even this confideration does not juAify 
the que en -regent, becaufe the civil acquifition of Scotland} 
by the crown of France, had been provided againft by public 
jicts \ not to mention, that the celiion of the crown mattiinoi* 
nial had nev<?r been executed, , 

from 
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from the queea-rtgeut^ importing, that their a,d.i55^ 
letter to h^r, appeared rather to have come 
from a prince tp his fubjed:s, than from fub- 
jcfte to theiti that bear authority. 
Though it was plain, from the queen-regent's intt^UKr 
. dcfpotic ftile, that (he thought hcrfclf now toa "^"^^"^ 
ftropg to obferve any farther meafures with 
icr adverfaries^ yet even this confideration was 
ib far from daunting, that it confirmed them 
ia their purpofes. The lord Lyon was ordered 
to wait for the refult of their deliberations;, 
and I grand council of tho party was called, in 
w]uch the lord Rathven prefided. The quef- 
4(m which he put to the affembly, after havings 
<}edared the occafion of their meeting, lyas: 
ilwrt and fcnfihlc, >« Whether ihe that fo con-- 
tfihptooufly refufed the moft humble isequefi: 
of the born counfellors of the realm, being 
aHb but a regent, whofc pretences threatened 
the bondage of the whole commonwedth,- 
qnghtto be fuffcred fo tyrannically to domineer 
over them ?*' The reverence which the mem- 
bers of this affembly (more numerous than 
many preceding parliaments) bore towards 
their preachers, did not fufFer them to give any. 
decifive opinion of this new and interefting 
queftion, without confulting Knox and Wil- 
locks. The opinion of the latter was for imme* 
diately depo£ng the queen-regent from her of- 
fice. Knox agreed with his brother, but with 
the following remarkable refervation : " That 

the 
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A.ixi5$9. the iniquity and diforder of the queen*T€gent 
Spotfwood. ought in no wife to withdraw our heartSt 
nor the hearts of other fubjcds, from the obc-' 
diencie due unto our fovereigns. Next, That 
if we deppfed the faid queen-regent, rather 
from malice and private envy, than for the prc- 
fervation of the commonwealth, and for that 
her iins appeared incurable; that we ihould 
not efcape God's juft punifhment, hdwfocvcr 
that' {he had deferved rejedion from honours. 
And in the laft place he required, that no fadi; 
fentence ihould be pronounced againft her ; but 
that upon known and open repentance, and 
upon her converfion to the commonwealth, and 
fubmiilion to the nobility, place fhould be 
granted unto her of regrefs to the fame honoun, 
from the which, for juft caufes, (he juftly? 
might be deprived.'* 

I do not find that any confiderable regard was 
paid to the above refervation. Each particular 
member of the affembly being called upon^' 
joined in opinion for the deprivation, which 
was engrofled as an act and decree of council* 
A letter, which the reader will find in the 
notes ^, was, at the fame time, drawn up, and 

* Pleafe your Grace, 

We have received your anfwer, and heard the credit of L3ron 
king of arms ; whereby we gather fufficiently your perfevcra- 
tion in evil mind towards us, the glory of God, our common- 
wealth, and liberty of our native country. For faving of the " 
which, according unto our duties, we have, in our fovc- 
rain lord and lady's name, fufpended your commiflion, and al) 
adminiftration of the policy your grace may pretend thereby ; 

being 
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tonfinitted to the queen-regent Notwithftand- A.D.is5f, 
ing the unanimity of the affembly in the decla- 

bebg moft alTuredly perfwaded, that your proceedings arc di- 
nftly Contrary to our fovcrain lord and lady's will j which we 
trer efteem to be for the weal, and not for the hurt, of this our 
commonwealth. And as your grace will not acknowledge us^ 
ourlbverain lord and lady's true bai'ons and lieges, for- your 
iobje^ no more will we acknowledge you for any regent^ or 
lawfiill' magiilrate unto us ; feeing, if any authority you have, 
by reaibn of our fovierain's commiflion, granted unto your 
{nee, the fame, for moft weighty reafons, is worthily fuijpf nded 
by OS, by name of authority (Knox, in the nanie and authority) 
of our ibvefains, whofe councill we are of native birth, in the 
>ffiun of this our commonweal. And forafmuch as we lure de- 
termined, with the hazard of our lives, tofett that townat li* 
berty, wherein you have moft wrongfully planted your foldiers 
nd ftrangers ; for the reverence we owe to your perfoir,* is mo- 
Hier^ our foverain lady, we require your grace tQ {nMifport 
your peHbn therefrom ; feeing we are conftrained, by the ne- 
ttSQroC the commonwealtii, to force the fame by arms,i>eing 
^yed liberty thereof^ by fundry requefts made before i Your • 
grace would caufe depart with you, out of the faid town, 
any perfon having commiflion of ambafTade^ if any fucli be, or 
fieotenantlhip of our foverains, togetlier with all* Frenchmen, 
Jfokliers, being within the fame i whofe blood we thirft not, be- 
canie of the old amity and friendfhip betwixt the realm of 
France and as ; which amity, by tb« marriage of our foverain 
lady to the king of that realm, (hould rather increafe than de- 
erode. And this we pray your grace and them to do, within 
tiieijpace of twenty-four hours, for the reverence we owe unto 
yourperions. And thus, recommending our humble fer vice to 
your grace, we commit your highnefs to the eternal prote6li6n 
of God. At Edinburgh, the twenty -third of Oftober. 

By your Grace's^ "humble ferviteiu*s. 
The council having the authority unto the next parliament, 
ered^ed by common ele6^ion of the earls, lords^ and ba- 
lons, convened at Edinburgh, of the proteftant fadtion. 

Earls. 
My lord-duke's grace, and earl of Arran, 
The carl of Argyle. 
The earl of Glencairn, 

Lords 
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A.D. 1559. ration, yet there is the ftrongeft redbn, eVei 
from archbifhop Spotftvood's JJarrativ*, to bn^ ] 
lieve, that the principles and grounds upoq ; 
whicii it was founded, admitted of great .dcr 
bate. The principles of civil liberty "vrere no 
longer fecrets to the public, and niany excel: .. 
lent writings had been lately publifhed ,Qii^t < 
head. The examples of refiftance to princes, 
urged by the congregationifts, were not confined J 
to the Je wifli theocracy, but drawn from ancient 
and modern coniUtutions, to be met with in pnh 
phane hiftory, founded on the makihis of felf* 
preferyation, political independency,, and Ithe 
dignity of human nature* SiKh were thegroUAd< . 
upon which this affembly proceeded. ISiC .. 
charges brought againft the .qUeen-'rp^ttt\iretd . 
not fo much for having viofated their relig^dtt^r 
as their (;ivil, liberties^ She had, it muft be cbxH 
feffed, made great and important coticeffions 
to the former ; and the heads of the congrega' ' 
lion very properly thought, that the dcpriva^ 
tion would appear to be an indefenfible meaTurc^ 
if too great ftrcfs was laid upon the 



Lords. . . ■ . 
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James of St. Andrew's! . 
The lord kuthven. 
The maftcr of Maxwell. 

Barons, 
ruUibardine. 

The laird. of Dun. 

The laird of Pitarrow. 

The provoft of Aberdeen, for the Burrows. . .' 

Keitb*8 Hift. of Scot. p. 105. 

between^ 






OFSCOTLAND. 8f 

I between th^m and the queen-regent, in matters a*^* '559- 
of religion. Upon the whole, when all cir- 
cumftances are coniidered, never was any de- 
fcftion from government better warranted, by 
provocation, than that of the Scots at this 
time. 

It is amazing with what prudence and vi- Si*7e?on^ 
gour the queen -regent ftill continued to a6t ^ wruijui. 
Her intelligence was fo good, that ihe knew 
die weaknefs of her enemies ; that they were 
united in no principle, but in their oppofition 
to her government; that though numerous 
and zealous, they were deftitute of artillery 
and money, and unable to make head againil 
diioplined troops, and a regular fortification. 
Iliey had, however, acquired a coniiftency, 
and a face of authority, by the eleAion and in- 
flitatibn of a council, which was to diredi: the 
executive part of the government The truth 
11, not only their conduft, but their writings, 
dilcaver a much greater infight into the nature 
tf a limited monarchy, and the confiitution of 
Scotland, than are gathered either from Knox 
or Spotfwood. The ftile of their compofiti- 
ODS is free, manly, and elegant, without the 
finalleft mixture of declamation, or that intem- 
perate zeal which chara6terizes the writings 
and fpeeches of their preachers. It is, in Ihort. 
equal, if not fuperior, to that Qf any publica- 
tion in the Englifh language in that age. The 
queen-regent, on the other hand, was fur- 
...VoL. VI. M roimdcd 
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A. D. i5S9« rounded by ignoranty forknitt bigots, afigoed 
by her brothers, for her counfdlors, tor fudi 
were the bifliop of Amiens, and his coadjntoi^ 
the 5orbonifts. Her other counfellors W€*c fa- 
ther military men, or fueh as had no fartktt 
view than to preferve the revenues and enicrtui 
Qients that had been affigned to them by ber 
and her daughter. 

Siffe of Befides the council's letter to the queeiMt' 

I t\* 

gent, they drew up a long and particular iit* 

tail of the provocations they had received froift 

her, her repeated breaches of faith, alid iQ' 

vafions of their privileges, by means of tkt 

French foldiers, and her foreign counfellori) 

to be laid before queen Elisabeth. In a ft^ 

days after the a£l of deprivation had ptft^ 

they fent a meflenger, requiring the qiiemh-TO^ 

^nt, and the French, to evacuate Leith. No 

regard being had to their fummons, they vt* 

folved to take it by efcalade ; and ladders, fcf 

that purpofc, were conftnifted in the- bigh 

church of Edinburgh, to the great fcandal of 

the religious among their party. This was a 

defperate attempt ; but. they were without ar* 

tillery, and the fea was open to their enemitfli 

Before their ladders were ready, Haliburtoii, 

provoft of Dundee, had found means to joiij 

them with a body of his townfmen, and fomt 

great guns, which they planted againft Leitb, 

but without any ikill to manage them. Tkt 

French laughed at this impotent effort ; 9A4i 

in 
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io a iallyi tO<)k the ctbfiMi, Uid beat the be- a. a ts5g» 
^tgi^rSf whom they pi»rfuedi to the eaft gate of 
BdioLbiHryh^ while the coBfterAatio& was ib 
gttAt in the town, that k wa» in dais^et of 
bfwg evactiated, af the weft-gate» by its iaha- 
htliAt^. Though the lo& of their mea wa» 
but fmaU, yet the cosvie^uence» were terribla^ 
b^ the comoQioii caufe. Some of the bed af- 
it&ed of the party difeovered a vifible de« 
^Oihie&cy ip their looks and behaviour. Th« 
C9BimoB people contained, that they were 
16 longer able to ferve for want of mo>ney ; 
isd the mercenaries threw down their arnss^ 
>ecattfe they were tkot paid. The dnke of 
Cbatkheraut^ the prior of St Andrew^s^ and 
)|ber lords^ did all they conld to re-animate 
l^lyeif followers. They fnpplied them with alt 
^ir ready xtiOney^ and they ient their pht^ 
^ be coined; but it was found that their coii^ 
jag irons had been conveyed away. By their 
endeavours, and the ienaons of Kno^c, and 
alber preachersj^ the face of an army wa5^ ftiK 
kept up ; and the lord James (for fo I ihall ncrw 
:aU the prior of St. Andrew's) with the duke 
>f Cbatelheraut^ refolved to take the firft (Xf>- 
^rtuaity to revive the fpirita of their n^a, 
yf a briflL a&ion. 

Aa occafion foon prefented itielf ; for they The unn 
lad iatelligence,. that a large party of the 
neilih garrifon had marched out^ to intercept a 
lOflvoy of provi&Qns for Edinburgh. The two 

Ma lords. 



i 
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A. D. 1559. IoikIs, in hopes of cutting off thin party, at- 
tacked it,' towards the call; of the town, with 
greater courage than prudence. They were 
once more defeated ; and with the greateft 
difficulty they efcaped back to Edinbui^h^ 
though their lofs was no more than thirty 
men. This fecond misfortune rendered it im;^ 
pofiible for the lords to keep longer pofieflioii 
of Edinburgh. Belides the two capital difafterft 
which had happened to their party, they were * 
beaten in fmall ikirmiihes, and defpdrate at*' 
tempts to fcale the fortifications. They had, 
for feme time, confoled themfclvcs, that the 
lord Erfkine, who was well afFefted to the 'Re- 
formation, would declare in their favour, as 
that prudent nobleman had fometimes - be- 
friended them ; but their hopes were daflMkli 
by his peremptorily refufing to join them. B^ 
ing thus deftitute of all refources, they march- 
ed, in the middle of the night that fiicceeded 
the day of the laft Ikirmifli, froni Edinburgh,' 
towards Stirling, which they reached without 
halting. 
eorrefp^nd- Knox, all this while, kept up a private cor- 
jnce of refpondence, under the affumed name of Sin-^ 

Knox with * ^ 

SugJajid. clair, with Crofts, the governor of Berwick 
By his letters, which are ftill extant, particu* 
larly one dated the twenty-fifth of Odober, 
he flrongly follicited a fupply of men and mo- 
ney from England, though Elizabeth was then 
at peace both with France and Scotlan4. To 

prevent 
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prevent any objection of that kind, ^ It is free A.D.t5it.. 

. (feys he. to Crofts) for your fubjefts to icrve in 

vac, any prince or nation for their wages. 

And if. ye fear that fuch excufes wilLnot pre* 

vail, ye may declare them rebels to your realm, 

when ye (hall be aflured that they be in our 

compaay." Knox received no very encou- £„^„„,,^ 

raging, anfwer ; but it is certain, that Eliza* ^XSf^ 

b^was then fo.much convinced of the de- bethtotiis 

£gns of the French court againft her croi^^n 

and dignity., that ihe and her minifters be* 

came lefe referved than formerly; and even 

while the congregationifts were lying at 

Edinburgh, orders were iffued by her council^ 

to remit, a thoufand pounds to Crofts, for the 

nfe of the congregationifts ; and the following 

remarkable article is inferted in the fame or- 

der: >^ Item, it is thought meet, that Knox 

be a council with the receipts and paymente, 

and to fee that the fame mly be employed to 

the common adion, and not otherwife to any 

private ufe.'^ Crofts was likewife ordered, 

but with great fecrecy, to acquaint the heads 

of the party, that they fhould- be occafiohally 

fupplied- with farther fums: This fefolution 

Qf -Elizabeth was a fecret to the lords when 

they arrived. at Stirling; for on the eighth of 

November they fcnt for Knox, who, in^ 

dependent of his zeal and influence as a 

preacher, was the beft political agent they 

had i and informed him, in touncil, that they 

were 
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iuDws559. were refolTcd to fend young MsdUsmd of Le» 
dington, as their deputy to Elizabeth, tx> lay^ 
before her their danger, if the French did not 
receive a fpeedy and efiedual check iai Soot<«^ 
Und. That gentleman had been fecret^ tcr 
the queen-regent ; but being afraid of hia lifio^ 
for .his declared attachment to the Refoinu^ioDy 
be had left her ^t Leitb, and had joincsd t)i» 
• congregation, at a time when their affairs tram 

is the moft defperate lituation. Being efteemed 
an accompUihed ftatefman and courtier, ha 
was coniidered as a great acquifition to tfatir 
party ; and having proper attendants t£Bfpu$i 
him, he fet out on his journey. In the mnd 
while, Cockburn of Ormii3xin had goae.te 
Berwick, where he had received a thoutfiuuk 
pfainds ; but by the excellent inteUigeotc^ tlM, 
^ueen-regent had, he was way-laid by the Mfl 
of Bothwell, (whom the congrc^ationifts did 
not fufpe^) wounded, and robbed of tho mof; 

»^y- \ \ 

^opefs of This lofs, though heavy at the time,, did aott 
scotiami i fo much difcoursge the congregationifta, as it 
put them into hopes of a certainty that thoy 
would be fupported from England^. They 
gave Elizabeth the fame receipt for tht moneyw 
as if it had qome to their hands. Knoz^ by 

* It appears by a letter, dated from EdiBbiu^h, November 24^. 
Urom Balnavcs, who afted a^ fecrctary to the congi^gatiotl, tfa« 
lit had received mooej before this time from Englaiu^ §u theie 

his 
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Ik fenn(>xt9» continQ^d to mal^ wonderful: im« a«d- *s9H 
ppcffioss 6n his hearers, and they remained^ fo 
far as I cfn perceive, for feme days unmolefted; 
but dxmt the middle of December, the lords 
agfced, chat each £bould withdraw himfdf to 
t&at pairt of the kingdom where his chief in- 
tbtft lay, to confirm his followers in the caufe 
of the Reformation, and to be ready to take 
&e field on the firft alarm. The duke of Chat<* 
Uioriut, the earl of Glencairn, with the lords 
Bojrd and Ochiltree, went to the Weft, where 
ixf eftabfiihed their head-quarters at Glafgow. 
IIk earls of Rotbe? and Arran refided in 
fjkf and the neighbouring counties, wher<? 
tiox 'was appointed to be their fecrecary ; and 
Ba&iaves was to ad in the fame capacity to the 
kcdi at Glaigow. The latter had begun the 
defixtifttve work of reformation, by pulling 
down images and altars ; but before they could 
attack the noble fabric of the high church, 
they were interrupted by a party of the French, 
fcnt, for that purpofe, by the queen-regent, 
afifted by the lords Setop, Sejpfipil, and Rofs, 
and (as tradition fays) by many of the towns- 
men themfelves. They next drove tl^ duke 
cf Ghatleheraut's followers from the ca&le, 
whidi had belonged to the archbiihop, and 
then retiumed to Edinburgh. In a few day« 
i£rer, the duke and his friends again took pof- 
ftflipn of Glafgow, an4 (with confcnt, I fup- 
pofe, q£ th^ Fife lords) eoutted two proclama- 
tions. 



Refei 
tioju 
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A.D.1559. isoMf in the name of the king and qneei^' 
whom (for what reafon does not dearly appear) 
they only filled Francis and Mary^ lang afid 
iqueen of Scots, dauphin and'dauphinefs of W 
=eiinois. By the firfi, the clergy are chaiged to ] 
join themfelves to the congregation^ and pvb« 
iidy to renounce popery, upon the pain of thdr 
being reputed enemies to God and the ' tite 
religion, and being deprived of the fruit of 
their benefices, one part of which was to be be-^ 
flowed upon the preachers of the Refonnatioo, 
and the other applied to the fupport of thdr 
common caufe. By the fecond prodamatioD, 
alt confiftorial courts, and popiih judicatbriea^ 
were aboliihed, or transferred to the civfl 
courts. 

It is not to be diffembled, that thofe were bold 
fieps ; and, under a fettled, legal, government^ 
mijght have been deemed indefenfible j not 'to 
mention, that they breathed that very fpirit of 
perfecution, of which the authors had fo latdy, 
and fo lamentably, complained. The latter 
inconfifiency is, I am afraid, too much the 
character of religionifts, in general ; but with 
regard to making ufe of 'the royal names, it 
was entirely confiftent with their former pro* 
ceedings, and the fdf-created powers whidi 
they had been obliged to aflume. I n!iay even- 
venture to fay, that it was a proof of their mou 
deration, becaufe it was an acknowledgment of 
an authoiity fuperior to. thdr own. Be this u 

It 
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h will, thofe meafures had great etfeds, as k A•l>•<55^ 

rendered a reconciliation between the two par-* 

ties more impradicable than even l^ut we are 

now to attend the motions of the queen- re^ 

gent 

The very day after the congregationifts had Th« qoeea- 
evacuated Edinburgh, ihe took poffeilion of takes £di^ 
that town ; and the bifhop of Amiens, frantic 
with bigotry, re-confecrated the high church, 
which had been polluted by the exercife of 
the reformed religion. But that intelligent 
princefs did not truft to appearances, flatter- 
ing, as they were. She knew of the refources 
which the congregationifts expected in Eng* 
laad ; and that the leaft appearance of fuccefs 
would re-animate and unite their party more 
than ever* She difpatched a meflenger to in« 
ferm the French court of the promifing ftate of 
her afiairs ; but that, to render them permanent, 
it was neceflary to fend her farther fupplies* 
In the mean time, fhe took the fpirited refolu- 
tion of crufhing the congregation in its ftrongeft 
fort, by fending over a large detachment of 
the French to Fife. They were ordered, ia 
their march, to deftroy the houfes an4 eftates 
belonging to the duke of Chatleheraut, in the 
neighbourhood of Linlithgow, and to proceed 
to Stirling, w:here they, were to make the likc: 
devastations upon the ellates of all who f avQure4 
the congregation. Thofe orders were pun£tu«. 
tUy obeyed, and they marched, by the fea-jide. 
Vol. VL N . towards 
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A.D. If 59. towirds Einghorn, vrhere thcj wete to rec^C 
a reinforcement from Leith. The cOngregsr 
donifts endeavoured to prevent this reinforcti- 
ment from landing; but they were repidfei | 
with fomc lofs. 

2^JJ^ The lords of the congregation Were then at 
fembled at Cupar^ according to the dire£tioBi 
which they had received from England. Thef 
had come to the refolution of keeping tb^ 
forces entire, and in a body, till the promiidd 
afliftance arrived from England. They were 
difconterted by the enemy's troops fo fuddenly 
invading their head*quarters ; and they eafily 
perceived, that unlefs the French were cheeked, 
their caufe muflbe ruined, as the refortifying tht 
caftle of St. Andrew's would give decifive iidr 
vantages to their enemies. The lord Ruthven 
Was fent to Kinghorn ; but could not prevent 
that place from falling into the hands of the 
French, in this defperate ftate of affairs, the 
earl of Arran, and lord James, haftily raifed: 
about file hundred horfe, and threw themfelves- 
into Dyfart, which was but three miles dif^ 
tant from Kinghorn, to'oppofe the progrefsoC 
the French. This fmall body performed won- 
ders, and anfwered all the ends that were pro^ 
pofed by its gallant leaders, in retarding the 
march of the French for about three weeks; 

mem oHhe What their numbers were, does not clearly 

Frtncb, atppear. Lefley fays, they were no more tha^ 
two thoufand,. Buchanan and Spotfwood make 

them 
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dlifCQ double that number ; and I iaxt incliiied ^^^-^is)* 

to beUeve the latter^ on account of the im« 

l^itant objed of the expedition. The French 

fittrters were every hour beaten up ; their pro- 

vifions were crery where intercepted. La 

Ba^Ci .an officer of fome eminence, was killed 

by the mailer of Lindfay^ and fifty of his re* 

giment cut in pieces^ while the reft were taken 

{Kifoncrs^ by that young nobleman, and Kir* 

jpUy of Grange, whofe houfe they had laid 

[ (iiaflies.; D'Oyflel, who commanded the ex- 

' pa^tioo, was obliged to fend for provifions '^^ 

to the fouth fide of the Forth; and coUeding. 

9U jlis force, he marched towards St. Andrew's, 

(|;jii||)erated aud aihamed at the flownels of his 

|»c>gre£&. On the fifteenth of January, they ^wuf a« 

&W ^ fieet beating up the Forth, which they, ^"s^ 

immtdiately concluded to be the, fo long 

promife;!d> reinforcements under D'JEUbeuf ; and 

they di:ew out the artillery, to welcome their 

znirH. They were foon undeceived, by ob- 

fetving the new comerd feize the traoiportflt 

which they employed to carry provifions for 

them from the foqth fide of the Forth ; and, 

in a few hours, they were certainly informed, 

that they were^EngU^L ihips of war; wiiich 

brings me to attend the motions of that 

court 

The dil)x>fition in which Maitland found 
Elisabeth, left him 4ittle occafion for a difplay 
cf his abilities* I have already explained the 
r.. , Na reafons. 
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A 0.1560. reafonSy which grew every day fironger and 
more alarming. The French king and his wife 
had reaffumed the arms of England, which 
were engraved even on the filver plate in which 
Throgmorton was ferved. The only dim- 
culty that lay in Maitland's way, was to con- 
vince Elizabeth, that there was no danger of 
any feparate accommodation between the 
French and the congregationifts ; which he ef- 
feftually did. Her refolutions were quickened, 
by the intelligence flic received from France. 
The armament that had been fitted out ifor 
carrying over D'ElbeuPs reinforcement to 
Scotland, had beeti dafhed in pieces, or forced 
back by fiorms ; and fifteen hundred of his^ 
men had perifhed. AnotheV officer, Martigaes» 
had, indeed, reached Scotland with a thoufand 
men ; but the Scots had found nieans to fuiv 
prize the fliips which had carried them over. 
The French court, notwithftanding its pro- 
mifing appearances, was in the utmoft diftrefr 
for money. They had offered to ftll to the 
duke of Savoy all the places they held in his 
dominions; and every department of civil ex- 
pence was abridged, to fupply their (crvice in 
Scotland. Notwithftanding all thofe encourag- 
ing circumftances, Elizabeth perfevered in hci 
cautious conduft. At firft, flie intimated to 
Maitland, and even inferted it in the inftruc- 
tions flie fent to her generals, her willingnefi 
that the Scotch congregationifts fliould vroik 

out 
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tMt their own deliverance, by the affiftance of ^ ^ 's^ 
her money ; but, that being found impradica- 
blc,.ihe fitted. out a. ftrong fleet, in a very 
Ihbrt time, through the zeal which her fubje£b. 
expreffed for expelling the French out of Scot- 
land. This fleet was divided into two fqua- 
drona. The one, under the lord high-admiral, 
lay in the channel, to guard againft any de« 
fccnt from France* The other, confiding of 
fourteen flout , fliips, was vidtualled for three 
months, and put under the command of ad-^ 
miral Winter, who was ordered to fail for 
Scotland. . The reader, by perufing Winter'ji * 
infirudions,. will have an opportunity to ad- 
mire the artful caution, the profound policy^ 
ajQd 4f t^roiined refolution of Elizabeth ^. 

■ ■ luftrodions given by the queen'^s majefly to William Win. 
ter, eiqj inifter of the ordnance of her majefty^s admiralty^ 
fent a^thi* prefent to the kzs, with fourteen armed ihips to isdl 
to Scotland. 

Impiinu^ He ihall fail in one of thofe fourteen (hip$(* judged 
&teft by the lord -admiral, and fhall take with him the reft of 
the ^pf 9 as alfo the tranfports to carry provlAons and militaij 
Acres to Tinmouth, tioly-Idand, or Berwick ; and ihall bring 
with him all the tranfports which he (hall find in any port ready 
for ^t fervice, and fhall endeavour to prcferve that fleets and 
keep good difcipline therein. 

. Secondly, He fhall make what difpatch he can with the afore- 
faid fhips of war, tP convoy the tranfports to Berwick, Sec, then 
he it to confider, that if, without danger of the fleet, he may 
enter the Frith of Forth ; but he is to be advifed in this by Sir 
Ralph Sadler, and Sir James Crofts : and if he find it not dan. 
|;erou59 notwithflanding the French navy, he fhall enter it, and 
Gomout no hoftilities, unlefs attacked by the French or Sc^fs of 
Huk party ; and he fhall do what he can to defend the queen> 
navy, and offend the French to the uttermoft, by (hot, fire, or 
otherwife. JBut if he fhall have no hofliHties offered him, which 

probably 
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A. D. 1560. After providing for the fea-fervice, 0ie iHh 
Md vmj minated tbe duke of Norfolk^ a promifingyoung 

prc^ably the French will forbear, bccaufe of their weaknefi* ye{ 
he muft perform the things following : 

Firfty He (hall .do what he can to hinder any Frencb ihip» or 
any affifting them, to enter the Frith with proviiions or inen^ 
and that none come out of it, bat to take and deftroy them. 

Second, To hinder any ihips within the Frith to land niiii^ 
proviiions, or military (lores, for the ufe of the French or their 
fiends, atLeith, Inch-keith, Dunbar^ Blackneft, or imyothtf 
place. 

Third, He fhall afTift, as much as he can, the nobility of 
Scotland, and their party, who have declared agaSaft the FMcIf 
for the liberty of their country. 

Fourth, If he find a £t opportunity, and any proffcft of 
. iliccefs, he may furpjk-ize or figbt the French navy wherever he 
ean fiiid them ; to which end he tnuft have his fleet in good dr* 
d^r, and take what aillftaace he can have from the Soota who 
have declared againft them : for the chief of hift buiineis is. to 
hinder any more power to come from France, and to hinder aajr 
i(bip to go thence with intelligence. 

Fifth, If poiSble, he is to communicate with Sir Ralph Sad« 
ler, and Sir James Crofls, to whom he (hall (hew his itlftmc- 
tlons; and with their advice (hall undertake what ttaiXL be 
-{bought moft £t for the queen's fervice. 

Sixth, If it (hall be thought fit not to attack the F iendi fleets 
fnd.only to guard the mouth of the Frith, then he (htll pfiif b^ 
Upon the defenfive. To colour this, he is to give out, thct he it 
ekher driven by wind, or that he is come to ndual upon thi^ 
eoaf^s of Fife, or ufe fome other pretext, till furth^ ocesfieii 
Aall happen to commit hoftility. 

Seventh, Though her majeffy hath many good retfbnf to 
make war upon the French, yet Mr. WJnter (hall not name any 
as in the queen's name ; but (hall fay, that having conveyed 
provifions to Berwick, he thought fit to ride in the Frith tUr- 
teen or fourteen days, till the tranfports were unloaded at Ber- 
^ck, and that he cannot be there with his great (hips. Tfif 
fhought the French will foon give fome good caufe to biegin thf 
war, except cowardice prevent them; and though there be tug 
Other, he may challenge the French for carrying the anns of 
England, to the di(honour of hi# fovereign and his country, 
and which he cannot abide : and (b, as from himfell^ he may 
htgm hodilities upon any profpeA of fiiccels. 

Eighth, 
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- Mlbleinan, and the^ 6x& peer of her kingdom^ a«i>« is^. 
to command the anny ; and under him the lord 
6rc]r» of Wilton» an officer of great experience. 
They were inftruded, at firft> to rendezvous 

• the army on the twenty-fifth of J«nuary, and 
thpn on the thirtieth at Newcaftle; but to lie 
Qpbn the borders till they ihould receive advice 
of Winter's motions in the Frith of Forth. They 
were privately to fend fome officers to difci-^ 
^ine ^c amvy of the congregation, and they 
were to wink at the Scots forprizing and pluo?^ 
daing one or two Englifh ihips, laden with ar- 
tiUery and warlike flores. Winter's fquadron .t 
meedng wit& contrary winds, Elizabeth found 
lieifelf snder a neceffity to deviate fomewhat 
fromher cautious condiid. She fent orders ta 
the duke of Norfolk, who was then at Berr 
wickf' conferring with Crofts and Sadler, to* 
&pply .the Scotch lords with money, if the fleet 
ikbuld be longer retarded ; and that rather* 
than fiiflfer their caufe to be mined, he was to. 
aoitfa to their affiftance with his whole army» 
confifting of fix thoufand foot, and two thou^ 
iaiAl^horfe. It was at the fame time agreed 
qpan^ between Elizabeth and Maitland, that 

Ei^tli, Upon the advice of Sadler aud Crofts, he may en* 
desfour to vi^tial his fleet, or part thereof, upon Fife fide, by 
te affiftafUbe of tbi$ free Scots, upon reafonable prices,, by which 
be may iave his proviiions. 

Laftly, He fhall ule great caution, until Norfolk be come to 
the borders, before that tim£ he (hould take the advice afore* 

m. 

the 
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* »56a the lords of the congregation Ihould nominate jde* 
puties to confer with the duke of Norfolk abduV 
the operations of the enfuing campaign^ anti to' 
conclude with him a treaty for preferving thdur 
country from, being dependent upon France. 
IJJJ^'J. '^^^ appearance of Winter's fquadron in the 
Forth, ilruck the French, on both fides of that 
river, with the utmoft conftemation. Tholib ia* 
Fife, were afraid of having their retreat tg 
Leith cut ofE Some of them, therefore, began 
to fortify Burnt- liland, others fet out on forced 
siarches, by the way of Stirling, and reached 
Leith in three days, with the lofs of a few men. 
Some of them marched b^ the way of Dum« 
ferling, and many threw themielves on board 
ibme fhips, and landed on the ifland of Inch* 
keith, which they had lately re-fortified. Ab 
fooa as Winter dropt anchor in the road, the 
queeu'^regent'demanded, by what authority ht 
came thither i His anfwer was, according to 
his inftrudtions, plaufible but vague; for he 
£dd he was looking out for pirates. This was 
hr from fatisfying the queen-regent, who iffl-» 
mediately difpacched meflengers and heralds to 
£li2nibeth and her generals ; and a train of ne« 
gotiations and apologies followed, till, at la^ 
Elizabeth plainly declared, that ihe was re^, 
folved to fu£Fer no more French to enter Scot- 
land } and dtmamded^ that thofe who were al« 
ready there, fhould depart. 

Ghefier^ 
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ChdEEer,. the herald, who brought this an- a. a 156©. 
filler from England, when he delivered it, was Treaty of 
infulted by Martigues; who foon after went 
over to Inchkeith, where he ordered the forti- 
fications both there and at Burnt-Ifland, as well 
as from Leith, to play upon the Ei^lifh fleet. 
This gave Winter a favourable 6pportunity for 
commencing hofiilities, and he accordingly at- 
tacked and tdok two French men of war, and 
a (loop full of military ftores, pretending he 
did it in felf-defence. This vigour had a won^ 
derful effeft, by encouraging the lords of the 
congregation, and intimating to thofe who 
were neutral, (the chief of whom were the. 
carls of Huntley, Hume, and Morton) that 
Slizabethy whatever pacific appearances flie 
might aflume, was in earned, at leaf!:, to drive 
the French out of Scotland. Towards the end 
of January, or early in February, the deputies 
who were to treat ,with the duke of Norfolk 
at Berwick, were nominated. They were the 
lord James, Patric lord Ruthven,. Sir John 
Maxwell of Teircgles, Maitland the younger 
of Ledington, Wiihart of Pitarrow, Balnaves 
of Halhill, on the part of the duke of Chat- 
leheraut, and the lords of his party ; and the 
duke of Norfolk on the part of Elizabeth. By 
the treaty then concluded, (the original of 
which is ftill extant) Elizabeth promifed. to 
maintain the fucceffion to the crown of Scot- 
land in the duke of Chatleheraut's family, 
Vol. VL 'O againft 
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A.D.i5$«. agaiaft the pra&ices of the French. She tiA* 
dertook to employ an army and a fleet in S€0^ 
land, not only to expel the French from 
thence, but to prevent their landing there for 
the future. Her army was to be joined by 
that of the independent Scots, and^ not to be 
feparated, excepting the French would agree 
to reftore Scotland to its independency. JiSi 
the places in that kingdom taken from the 
enemy, were to be either demolifhed, or deli^ 
vered up to the duke of Chatleheraut and his 
party, at their option. In cafe the French 
ihould invade England, the congregationifts 
were to ailift Elizabeth with two thoufand 
horfe, and two thoufand foot, at the leaft. 
The earl of Argyle, lord-juftice of Scotland, 
was to aflift Elizabeth's deputy in Ireland, in 
reducing the northern parts of that kingdom 
to her obedience ; and the congregationifts were 
to give hoftages for the due performance of the 
treaty. 

fioiioM for Such was the fubftance of this famous treaty, 
which does more honour to Elizabeth, than 
perhaps any other action of her reign, glorious 
as it was. It is fortunate for her memory, that 
the prefervation of the rights and religion of 
an independent people, were connefted with 
fclf-prefervation, and the interefts of her king* 
dom ; and that the perfidious dealings of the 
French court, muft juftify the condud of her, 
and her allies, as long as the principles of li- 
berty 






O F S C O T L A N D. 99 

bcrty arc underftood^ and have place among a. 0,1560. 
men. It is likewife to the honour of tH^ ^^on* 
trading parties in this treaty, that it expreffes 
the moft refpeftful obedience and loyalty to 
the lawful fovereign of Scotland. 

The queen- regent was no ftrang^ to the Letter from 
contents or the treaty of Berwick;' and me tontoEu- 
informed her friends in France, that provided dated March 
flie could receive reinforcements by the middle '^* 
of May, (he did not doubt of being able to 
baffle all the efforts both of Elizabeth, and 
the congregation. De Sevre, an able minifter, 
had relieved Noailles at the Englifli court ; the"oIid- 
and Throgmorton informed Elizabeth, that he "*°^* 
was inftrucbed to open a new fcene of nego- 
tiations, till the reinforcements could be ready. 
The cardinal of Lorrain, and the princes of 
the houfe of Guife, had filled all Europe with 
complaints of Elizabeth, as having not only 
fomented the rebellion in Scotland, but 
formed a confpiracy for aflaifinating the king 
and queen of France. Thofe black accufations 
made fuch an impreffion upon the king of 
Spain, (upon whofe firmnefs Elizabeth had 
great dependence) that he fent Glayon (one 
of his ableft miniflers) to London, to mediate 
between her and the French. De Sevre, at the 
fiune time, was inftrufted to behave with great 
moderation at the court of England, to render 
Elizabeth more inexcufable in the eyes of his 
catholic majefty, if ihe ihould refufe to treat 

O 2 of 
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A.D.is^ of axi accommodatioo. He dropt all mentida 
of. any differences between his court, and that 
of England ; and offered, that the queen pf 
Scotland ihould wear the arms of England 
only as a defcendent, with a mark of cadency; 
and that all the French, except three or four 
companies of foot, fliould be immediately re- 
called from Scotland ; and that the prepara- 
tions making in France, for fending more 
troops to that kingdom, Ihould be difconti* 
nued. Throgmorton endeavoured to convince 
Elizabeth how very infincere thofe appearances 
were ; but nothing can be more certain, than 
Elizabeth being fo much affefted with her 
fituation at this time, that upoq a complaint 
of the queen- regent againft Winter, Ihe or- 
dered the duke of Norfolk to quefiion that 
admiral, why he had exceeded his inftrac* 
tions, by committing hoftilities againft the 

Letter of Frcuch ? " Bccaufc (fays Ihe, in the clofe of 

the <juccii \ / » 

If Norfolk ^^^ letter) you know that his principal coming 
March 9. hither was rather to preferve peace than to 
break the fame." 

By, this time it had been agreed between the 
duke of Norfolk, and the Scotch lords, that 
their armies fliould join each other on the 
twenty-fifth of March, at a place called Ache- 
fon's Haven ; but De Sevre prevailed with Eli- 
zabeth to countermand this junftion, bccaufe 
he had engaged that the French fliould eva- 
Ctiate Scotland by the fecond of April. Tim 

delay 
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delay was the more difcouraging to the lords Aiat]<«k 
of the congregation, as tbey had not yet re- 
ceived Elizabeth's ratification of the treaty of 
Berwick; and they underftood, that the fa^^ 
mous Monluc, biihop of Valence, who was a new 

tfCAll* 

thought to be the beft negotiator in Europe, 
had been nonainated to aifift De Sevre at the 
court of London, efpedally to procure fome 
farther delay of time. All Monluc's abilities 
proved ine£Fe^ual for that purpofe, through 
the difcovery of the duplicity of the French, 
which had been chiefly brought to light by 
Throgmorton. 

Dc Sevre, to give Elizabeth a bad opimon 
of the Scotch congregationifts, had pretended^ 
that the duke of Chatleheraut had applied to 
the French, court for a pardon, which he made 
the condition of his fubmitting to the queen* 
regent. The duke was fo much exafperated 
at this calumny, that he challenged De Sevre, 
and offered to fight any man in France, the 
king excepted, who fhould affirm it, acquaint- 
ing De Sevre at the fame time, that if he would 
lay afide his character, he had a hundred gen- p-pc«, 
tlemen of his own dependence, each of them 
equal in birth to De Sevre, and each of them 
ready to tell him that he lied ; but otlier 
proofs were not wanting of the French dupli- 
city on this ocGafion. Upon Montluc's arrival 
in England, that court demanded a fight of 
his powers; but inftead of producing them, 

he 
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A. D. tsSo. he defired to have a fafe-tondufl: to confer witfc 
the queen-regent ; atid he even pretended, that 
Be Sevre had exceeded his infirudiions, in fix- 
ing fo early a day for the French evacuating 
Scotland, 
^rmccrhy Somc Icttcrs, which were about this time in- 
^eoch terceptcd from the princes of Lorrain to the 
queen-regent, put the infincerity of the French 
out of all difpute ; but Elizabeth was fo tender 
of giving umbrage to his catholic majefty, that 
Ihe appeared fiill indecifive, and left the affidr 
Pfedtion of to her council-board. They did not hefitate to 
toEH^" petition her very warmly for breaking oflF all 
fcrth, March farther negotiation with the French minifters; 
and next day a proclamation was ifiued, offer- 
ing the French a fafe-conduft out of Scotland ; 
and threatening, if it was refufed, to expd 
them by force. Glayon interpofcd, and defired 
that EKzabeth's army might be recalled from 
the borders of Scotland, for forty or fifty days^ 
till he could know the fenfe of his mafter, 
the catholic king. He intimated, at the fame 
time, that if his requeft was refufed, his maf- 
ter was difpofed to affift the French, in redu- 
cing the Scotch rebels. His demand was an- 
fwered by a ftrong, but elegant, memorial, 
drawn up by Cecil in Latin, which fully ex- 
pofes the perfidy and futility of the French 
court. From it we learn, that De Sevre even 
pretended, that the French king had threat* 
ened, if the queen, his wife, did not difufe 

the 
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Ac Engliih arms, (he being always averfe to a. 0.1560. 
her ufing them) he would baniih her into 
Scotland. 

From feme hints that fell from Glayon, as Ji* ^"«" 
if the catholic king would be forry to fee the *"^»'» Sc«i- 
French matters of Scotland, queen Elizabeth, 
at laft, came to a final refolution ; and Sir Ni- 
dolas Strange was difpatched with a ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of Berwick, and with or- 
ders to the duke of Norfolk to put his army 
in motion, fo as to arrive at Achefon's Haven 
by a certain day. The duke, upon the receipt 
.of thofe orders, intimated the fame to the 
queen-regent, who had renewed her ojBfcr of 
pardon to the Scots, who were in arms. This 
(^er had little or no effed ; for the duke was j^ 

joined by the congregationifts with the utmoft 
alacrity. It is almoft incredible, that, even at 
this time, Elizabeth appeared to be wavering 
as to the part ihe was to act ; but ihe contented 
herfelf with ordering her two generals to do 
all they could for obtaining an honourable 
peace, by the Frenoh evacuating . Scotland ; 
thoVfhe wifhed that the Scots would agree to 
their leaving ** as many as might ftand with 
the furety of their copntry from danger of 
conqueft, and the regard that was to be had 
of the French king's honour." This continued 
appearance of indecifion, renewed the appre« 
henfions of the congregationifts ; for the duke 

of 
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A. 0.1560. of Norfolk treated with the qaeen-regent| 
even after his army had entered Scotland 
uecn- ^^^^ princefs, who, during the lafl: years of 
Mgent re< her adminillration, had aded a part foreign to 
ciftkof her nature, and difapproved of by her better 
fenfe, began now to unk under the cares of go- 
vernment. Opprefied in her fpirits, and de« 
dining in her health, flic prevailed with the 
lord Erlkine, (who retained his credit with 
both parties) to admit her, and a few of her 
attendants, into Edinburgh cafUe, where ike 
avoided, as much as (he could, to give any di*- 
reft anfwer to the moft refpedful applications 
from the duke of Norfolk, or from the chiefs 
of the congregation, who once more addrefle^ 
^^ her in the mildeft manner. Her obftinacy, ia 
Throgmor. this rcfpeft, was encouraged not only by the. 
ikpxUis. daily expedations ihe had of reinforcements 
from France, but by the intelligence ihe re- 
ceived, that Elizabeth intended to withdraw 
her army from Scotland. All, therefore, that 
the queen-regent could be brought to, was to 
admit of a conference with Sir James Crofti 
and Sir George Howard, whom Ihe had known 
in France, attended by fix other gentlemen; 
To them flic talked in a pretty high firain, by 
infilling, that Dunbar fhould remain in pofTef^ 
fion of the French ; and that the lords of the 
congregation ought to humble thcmfelves, fo* 
having prefumed to enter into an alliance with 

^ fo« 
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a foreign power, without their fovercign's 
howledge or confent. 

I have cfwelt the longer on thofe particulars, 
(all of them drawn from the fiate-papers of the 
time, and not refting upon the partial accounts 
of interefted hiftorians, for fuch thofe both of 
Scotland and England were at this time) 
becaufe, though omitted by our lateft wri-^ 
tew, they are of the utmoft importance, to- 
prove under what difficulties the firft reformers 
of Scotland ftruggled in' re-eftablifhing their 
ci?il liberties ; for as to religion, the queen-re- 
gent was willing to grant all they could defire. 
It was with the deepeft concern, that the 
Iieads of the congregation beheld thofe con- - 
forences. The names of thofe who joined the ■ 
Znglilh army, with their followers, deferve to 
be 'recorded here. They were the duke of 
Outleheraut, with his fon, the earls of Ar- 
gjk, Glencairn, Sutherland, Menteith, the 
lord James, lords Ruthvcn, Ochiltree, and 
Boyd, the mailers of Maxwel and Lindfay, 
and the bifliop of Galloway, the abbot of Inch- 
Colm, (he was predeceffor to the prefent earls 
of Moray) the abbot of Culrofs, the lairds of 
Onnifton, Pitarrow, Cunninghamhead, Grange, • 
and others. While the conference^ were gding 
on with the queen- regent, the Engliih officers 
and foldiers were fo well <Jifpofed to the fervice 
they were engaged in, that the congregationifts 
pcrfuaded the lord Grey to attack a body of* 
Vol. VI. P French, 
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AeD.1560. Prencbr of. about thiftccn hundred, who bade 
taken pofleflion of an eminence called Hawk<i- 
Hill, near Letth. The aclion was extremdy 
critical; anci^the French were by the Scotdt 
cavalry driven back with confiderable I0& intO; 

irroijien off. Lcitb. The circumftances of the engagement 
arc differently related; but it certainly had thff, 
effect of breaking off, for that tirae^all thougktt 
of an accommodation, and the loyd Grey (tbt 
duke of Norfolk being ftill at Berwick) waa- 
fo zealous in the caufe Jof the congr^gsh* 
tion, that difpofitions were making for bcfieg- 
ing the fortifications at Le^th, and the caftle of 
Edinburgh at the fame time, when they were 
countermanded by Elizabeth. But her couih 
cils foon took another turn, from the reprc* 
fcntations of her own miniftry, and of Throgv 
morton, concerning the diftrfifs and divifipos^ 
of the French court. 

Sir George Howard had been fent to her, by 
the .duke of Norfolk, to lay before her (hi^ 

KJr ftate of her affairs in England. Her orders ta 

^ Norfolk, jjjjj, were, that he fhould immediately return 
thither, and that the fiegc of Leith fhould be 
continued with more vigour than ever; but 
without difcouraging any rcafonable terms that 
might be propofed by the French.. This fa-» 
vourable difpofition of Elizabeth was moft in- 
duftrioufly fpread through the Englifti and 
Scotch camps,, and had furprizing effeds, efpc- 
cially after orders came fi'om Elizabeth to 

lord 
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lord Qrcy, for adding two thoufand EngliA k.^, t 
)N)fdcrers to his army, and for taking a body 
rfScotfi into Englifli pay. Thofc promifing Kp* 
peirahces induced Maitlaad to write to fecretary 
Cecil, th:fit ^< there was^ a gteat likelihood of April is. 
p6d fiiccefs, if they could get rid of ail terms 
flf treatingJ^ Without detrading from Eli^a^ 
beth's merit in fupporting the congregationlfts^ 
it is evident^ from the mofi unqueflionabie re^ 
«girds, thxt the fiiccefs of the Scotch lords . 
iras chiefly owing to theif own (pirit - and 
fimneft. ; Monluc was then at Berwick, oa 
U$ wsy to Scotland ; and the duke of Norfolk 
W^Vld have refufed him a pa%ort, had not 
fiinl^eth^s ordors, on that head, been peremp* 
tOiy.; la that he arrived in the Englifii camp, 
near Leith, on the twcnty-fecond of. ApriK 
!nie Scotch lords would have put him under 
intft, as he did not product any powers for 
treating; but the lord Grey fent him to the 
Qlftle of Edinburgh, under the protedion of 
' IB Englifli herald. 

It vopld be ufele&j at prcfent, to give aiiy fh* Cng- 
l>articular detail of the fiege of Leith, efpeciaily Lcub / 
as the art of war, as praftifed at that time, 
^nld be unintelligible to a modern reader. I 
ihall therefore keep by th« great lines laid « 

down- by the ilate-papers, which often correft 
and clear up the relations of hiftdrians. Tho 
arrival of Monluc once more threw a dan^ip 
OA the a&irfiof the congregationiils ; and tb^ 

P 2 • lord 
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uD. 1560. lord Grey, an obfiinate old man, having takep 
up his head«quarters at the abbey of Reftaliigt 
.which was at a very inconvenient diftance 
from Leith, the EngUfh foldiers^ who had*.a 
contempt for the French, grew fo negligent of 
difcipline, that on the fifteenth of April, thdr 
epemiesy in a fally, entered their trenchfe^ 
nailed up three pieces of battering cannon, cut 
•oS about fix hundred private men,,befidet 
officers, took Sir Maurice Berkeley pri^ 
foner, and wounded lord Grey's fpn. Thofe 
particulars were carefully concealed even from 
Elizabeth ; and, upon the whole, it cattnot b6 
denied, that the fiege muft have been carried 
on by the Englifh in a very aukward manner, 
when we confider that the town was weak^ 
and its fortifications unfiniihed. The lotd 
Grey endeavoured to throw the blame of thfc 
late difafter upon the queen's refufing him leave 
to bcfiege the caftle of Edinburgh; and upon 
the Scotch lords not having their full complC'^ 
mcnt of men in the field j but this was fo fat 
from being true, that, as we learn from one of 
the duke of Norfolk's letters, they infii!led 
upon being muttered twice a day. The operati- 
ons of the fiege were changed, but with no dF- 
feci ; and the little damage which the French 
received came chiefly from the quarter whefe 
the Scotch lords were encamped. 

The Englilh navy, under Winter; being ftill 
in pofleffion of the Forth, the beficged could 

receive 
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vitccivt no fnpplies by fca; but their courage A*D*.irf^ 
aod difcipline was amazing. Notwithftanding 
didr ' inconfiderable number, they kept up a 
communication' with Dunbar, and repeated 
their fallies every hour with fuch vigour, thati 
according to one of the duke of Norfolk's let- 
tclps to Cecily the Englifli alone, from the fifth 
of April, to the eighth of May, loft above four 
tifdufand men ; nor csiu we fuppofe the lofs of 
the ScDtS to be kfs. As to the original num* ^li^ 
ter of; the bcfiegers, they could not be fewer 
tktt ' fixteen . thoufand men; but they were 
every day receiving new reinforcements,, and 
were provided with an excellent train of ar- 
tillcry ; for Elizabeth had now given orders 
for befieging the caftle of Edinburgh, provided 
it did not retard the fiege of Leith, Monluc, 
who wasf^ill in the caftle of Edinburgh^ con* 
tinned to treat : but infifted upon the French 
kequng pofieilion of the caftfes of Dunbar 
and Dumbarton. The earl of Huntley, tho' 
of the Roman catholic religion, had, at the 
preffing foUication of Cecil, ^s well as the 
qneen-rcgent, marched fouthwards at the head 
of his followers ; and entering Edinburgh, *he 
aded the part of a mediator. He was as for- 
ward as any of the congregationifts for the 
evacuation of Scotland by the French, and 
had entered into all the views of the Englifh 
generals; but his agency proving ineffectual, 

wc 
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A.D. Ts6o. we are told that he retOriied to bis efttttt 
the zK)rth« 

. By thie time the fhatneiUl niaBagement 
the iiege of Leith had raifed'an vsdvejM 
digniation againft the £figli& generals, Gi 
and Crofts ; and the failors o£ Winter's § 
offered to take the place, provided they ^( 
rewarded by its fpoils. Grey, ppon this, ag 
changed his batteries ; and advan^ce4 fi> an 
the town, that he difmouoted part o£. n 
French artillery, (a dreadful fire : hapfKSV^ 
within the place at the lame tiiDie, wJiidbt boi 
down the chief granaries o£ the beii^gcd} ii 
a breach being effeded, a councS of. war . ^ 
held, in which it was refolred to give a gc 
ral aifault to the town next day; This rcGb 
tipn was taken againft the opinion of Kirkat 
an excellent officer; and Sadkr, who declai 
the breach was not praiElicable. It was, he 
ever, attempted, and an efcalade at the & 
time : but both mifcarricd; the one through! 
valour of the defendants, and the latter th 
the Ibortnefs of the ladders. Crofts, w 
loved money, and who before was fu^^eded 
being tampered with by the French, was ; 
cufed of not fupporting lord Grey ; and ¥ 
gently (but I believe very unjuftly) fet a£ 
from his government of Berwick. We ha^ 
Datfj May ^odcr lord Grey's own hand, in a letter 
•*• the duke of Norfolk, a very remarkable .; 

cou 
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c&untpf the Ibte of the Engliih army, after ^^>-«5^ 

Uus mifcarrUge. He fays, *< That nrhereas Thewioii, 

(face the beginuing of the ficge) there went 

out of Berwick eight thoufand five hundred 

foot, (befides horfe, pioneers, and all the ar« 

tillery men) they are not able now to fliew 

four thoufand five hundred ; and that if the 

queen's majefiy mind the winning of Leith, 

it is not to be done under twenty thoufand 

men ; and as for the ammunition and powder,- 

it is quite fpent, infomuch as they were fain 

to borrow five lafts of the ihips, who could ill 

fpircit,^ 

The difficulties which the congregationifts Firmneft^r 
lOftCt wit^ iu the fiege, was fo far from difcou- jJdi^ 
ngiog them, that it firengthened their purpofe, 
aud. every difappointment united them more 
than ever. They drew up a frefli aflbciation, 
which th^y termed a fourth covenant, for pro* 
mptiDg the Reformation; for expelling the 
French out of Scotland; for recovering their 
fibetties ; and for fubmitting all controverfies 
that might happen among themfelves, to the 
dcciiion of the council. On the tenth of May, 
they ratified the treaty of Berwick afrefli. The 
parties were the duke of Chatleheraut, an4 
his fon, the earl of Arran, the earl of Glen* 
rairn, the earl of Rothes, the earl of Argyle, 
the carl of Huntley, the earl of Morton, the 
carl of Menteith, lord Ogilvie, lord James 

Stuart, Ales^ander Gordon, lord Boyd, lord 

Ochiltree, 
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A^D. J560. Ochiltree, Gawin Hamilton, abbot of Bolwm-'' 
ning, abbot of Cukofs, lord Borthwick, lord' 
of St. John^, lord John Abcrbrothoc f, lord- 
Somei vil, lord Robert Stuart §, abbot of Km- 
lofs, James Stuart of St. Coin's Inch. The* 
conduft of Elizabeth was equally fpirited; for" 
though Ihe at firft fell into a dreadful paffiod/- j 
at hearing that the laft attempt upon Leith hid f 
coft her a thoufand men, yet flic foon reco- 
vered herfelf ; and fent orders to the duke of- 
Norfolk to reinforce her army with two thou-- 
fand men immediately, to raife fix thooiknd 
more, and, if needful, to take upon himdrelC- 
the command of the fiege. She ordered^ at 
the fame time, that particular letters of thanks' 
fliould be fent, in her name, to fuch officers^ 
and foldiers as had diftinguifhed tbeihfelves- 
the moft in that fervice. The duke pundually^ 
performed all her commands ; and ordered a 
tent to be ercfted for himfelf, in the campt^ be- ' 
fore Leith. 
Ij^vdyae- ^^^ queen-regent, who was then drawing 
^i^tft^ch t^^^^^s her laft moments, was in hopea^ upon 

* James Sandilands, fecond fon to Sir James Safidilaods of 
Calder : He was lord of St. John at Jerufalem, a military order 
of religious knigtjts j and was thereafter created lord ' Tofi 
pbichen. 

t John Haniilton, fecond fon to the duke of Chatleberaut ^ 
Upon the death of his elder brother he became earl of Arrant ' 
and was afterwards created marquis of Haipilton ; of who(e 
body is lineally defccnded the prefent duke of Hamilton. 

§ He was abbot of Holyrooi-houfe, and natural fon to king 
}{ime$ the fifth, and was afterwards earl of Orkney. 

the 
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tlie late mifcairiage of the Englifh, that they A.D.isfi 
would raife the fiege of Leith ; and Ihe even 
cnlaiged her offers to the lords of the congre- 
gation, but all was to no purpofe ; though the 
Engliih army was now reduced fo low, that 
thdr foldiers durft give no interruption to the 
Freachy in repairing their fortifications. In a 
few days, the affairs of the congregation had a 
more promifing afpect than even Eighteen^ 
[ Fitnck fhips were intercepted by Winter's fleet, 
in their paffage to Scotland. The rifing trou- 
bles in the Low-Countries difablcd the king of 
Spain (whom Elizabeth moft dreaded) from 
performing his compad with the French court ; 
ind" though the French, in Leith, had behaved 
bnvely, yet they were now fo fhut up, and 
Iiad fnffered fo much by the late fire^ that they 
b^an to be in want of ammunition. 

Such was the ftate of the war in Scotland, i^«>thand 
wben, upon the tenth or June, the queen-regent the oucca- 
died, a (acrifice to the perjury and ambition of '^ 
the princes of her own family. She had the 
abilities, as well as inclination, to have pre- 
vented all the violences attending the Re^ 
formation In Scotland, and to have raifed that 
kingdom to a pitch of greatnefs, unknown to. 
former times. That Ihe was a Roman catholic 
cannot be doubted ; but (he was fo, without a 
principle of bigotry, or a fpirit of pcrfecution. 
She was feniible that the people of Scotland 
were no longer to be kept in their religioua 
Vol. VL (^ thraldom i 
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A,D.i5eo* thraldom; and Ihe would wUlingly have com- 
promifed matters, fo as to have efiablifiied hdr 
daughter's civil authority, by diminifliiiig tho 
clergy's influence, and reforming ^eir order. 
This was evidently her plan, whenihei in a man^ 
iier, wrefted the regency from the fitft prince | 
of the blood, who was become unpopular hji ^ 
contrary conduA ; and when ihe aflijmed the _' 
reins pf government, with the joyi^ concur* 
rence of the heads of the Reformationt W< 
have already feen, that ihe was forced againft 
her own better fenfe into the paths of unpopa-> 
lavity ; and it muft be candidly acknowledgedt ^ 
that the conduft of the violent reformers was 
far from being defenfible. When fiie found 
that her death was inevitable, ihe laid afide all 
worldly confiderations, and gave a loofe to her 
genuine fentiments. She bewailed her having^ 
. * been mifled by violent counfels, and Ler beiqg 

obliged to purfue them. She fent, at firil, for 
D'Oyflel, to whom ihe probably intended to 
recommend more moderate counfels; but a 
f<ife-condu6t being denied him, ihe defired to 
fee the duke of Cbatleh^raut, the earl of Ar- 
gyle, lord James, and other heads of the con- 
gregationifts. They fufpefted fome iniinecrity 
in this invitation, and declined waiting upon 
her at once, or truiling themfelves in a body 
with her within the caftle ; but they were adr 
mitted feparately into her chamber. To them 
ihe recommended obedience to her daughtefy 

the 
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1^. itftoration of tranquility to Scotlandt and A.D..15601 
tlie diimiffion; )>oth.of Frqndx and Zogliih out 
q£ the kiogdom. JShe exbiorted them to re- 
cftablilh their own and thoir country^s liber- 
ties ; and C3;prefled her concern^ that they had 
ever been compelled to have recourfe for pro- 
fcAion to any power, but their own fovereign. 
According to Knox, ne;st to the princes of her 
own. fanuly, ihe blamed the earl of Huntley 
for not haying accommodated matters wit& 
the reformed ; and burfting into tears, ihe 
IWaycd for$ and gave, forgivenefs from, and to 
^ (he bad offended. All the company was af« 
UQcd in the fame manner, and ilj^e bade them 
t .moil affeftionate adieu. The fame author, 
vhom we can fcarcely fuppofe to have prevari- 
cated in fo notorious a fa(9:, while fo many 
were living who could contradid him, fays, 
that, they perfuaded her to fend for Mr. Wil- 
locks, whofe miniftry ihe made ufe of with re- 
verence and fervency in her laft moments. 
Some time before her death, ihe tranfmitted to 
her daughter a manufcript in her own hand, con* 
taining a detail of the affairs of Scotland, with 
the charafters of the nobility and oflicers of 
llate there, for her better dire^ion in the con- 
duct of government. Her memory has been fo 
liappy, that all writers agree in the charafter I 
liave given her, except Mr. Knox ; but what 
)ie iays, proceeds froni a vifible acrimony againii: 
her religion and family. She feems to have 

QjL died 
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a; d. 1560. died of a complication of diforden, whSetf iat^ 
minated in a dropfy ; land her body was caN 
lied over to France, where it was bttried 1» 
the Benedidtine monaftery of St Peter at 
Rheims, of which her fifter, Renee, was abb«& 

Tranfaai- MohIuc, bcforc the death of the euten-R« 

oni inEng- 

lABd. gent, having defpaired of fuccels in Stotlandi 

returned to England, where he was inftmdcd to 
offer to Elizabeth the immediate' rendition of 
the town of Calais, (the greateft bait the Ennch 
thought they could throw out to England) pr6« 
vided ihe would recal her troops f roni Soot* 
land, and cancel the treaty of Berwick. EIi« 
2abeth's anfwer was, << That {he did not yahie 
that fifli-town a ruih, when compared with th§ 
general good of her fubjefts." Thi^ e^tpe^Mt 
failing, they had recourfe to another, of a very 
extraordinary nature. One Randan, of- the 
houfe of Rochefaucault, an accompliihed Frelich 
Courtier, was fent to propofe to Elizftbetb a 
marriage between her and the earl of ■ Arran, 
who was to have been immediately declared 
king of Scotland. In return, (in cafe the 
French king died) his queen was to have a 
dowry provided for her, equal to the reventtes 
of the Scotch crown ; and Elizabeth was to re- 
nounce all her claims upon the cfown ' of 
' France, as Mary was all her right to the kiag- 
dom of Scotland. That Randan was charged 
with fuch a connniiEon, appears plainly from 
Throgmorton's letters to Elizabeth, as well as 

to 
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^ CteiL Both tbefe great ftateimen were A.D.f5fe 
gangly indined to fayonr. the propel of tha 
Viunage ; and Elizabeth herfelf^ accordij^g to 
the ttfual saaiuier in which Sie treated, fuch 
advance, . feems irather to have evaded than re« 
jeded it ; but fhe chofe the method of negotia-* 
tieufor terminatitig the broils of Scotland* 
« Randan jprcduced his comxniiEon from the ^ ^ 
Fralck^ king and queen, appointing Monluc 
bttiop of Valence, Peine the bifiiop of An^iens, 
IfrBroffi^ lyOyilel, andhimfelf, to treat with 
Etbsabetb^s commiifioners. Thefe were Cecil, 
(hat great fkatefman, and Dr. Wotton, dean 
of Canterbury, an experienced jacgotiator, to 
vhom were added (though only for form fake) 
Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Henry Fiercy, and Sir 
hter Carew. The exclufion of the Scots^ as 
pinctpalsin the negotiation, was agreeable. to 
both parties, as it faved the French king the 
BKntification of treating with his rebellious 
fiibjeds,. and rendered them the more depend* 
ent upon Elizabeth. Monluc and Randan were 
the two ading plenipotentiaries for France> as 
Cecil and Wotton were for England ; and it 
lias agreed, that the firfl meeting ihould be 
at Newcaftle, for the conveniency of hold- 
ing a correi|)ondence with the duke of Nor- 
folk, who was ftill at Berwick, and the Scotch 
lofds. The infirudions given to the two Eng- 
lifli i^enipotentiaries, admitted of long de- 
bates in the Englilh council ; and are drawn up 

with 
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A. 0.1560. ^th gfeat art and addre& Accordiiig to tbeiDy 
vmti M»y they werc to confult the lords of the co.ngre-* 
gation upon the number of French that 
were to be left in Scotland^ for faving the hor 
jioiir of the French lang, and to take their di* 
redions about the fortifications that wiere to 
be demolifhed in Scotland ; but they were, of 
themfelves, to infift on the demolition of £y* 
mouth^ becaufe of its neighbourhood to Bet- 
wick. If the French fliould obfUnately infift 
upon cancelling the treaty of Berwick, they! 
were to urge, that a new treaty IJiould be JtsUr 
tered into, for preferving the liberties of Scot;* 
land from foreign invafion, between the Fnaptch 
king, queen, and parliament of Scotland^ on 
the one part, and Elizabeth, and her parliament^ 
f>n the other ; and if that was rejeded^ they 
were to break off the treaty ; as they were, if ' 
the French king and queen did not agree to 
defifl from ufing the ftile and arms of £ng« 
land ; and if they refufed to grant a liberty 
of confcienct to the Scots, in matters of reli* 
gioD, at leaft to the end of the next parlia-^ 
ment, to be held in Scotland. 

Thofe inftru&ions evince, at once, the great 
fagacity of Elizabeth ; and that, at this time, 
fhe had no defign to invade, but to re-efta- 
blifh, the independency of Scotland, as the 
moil natural means Ihe could employ for her 
own defence. The conferences were transferred 
from Newcaftlc to Berwick, where the com- 

mifiioners 
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toiffioners received news of . the queen-regent's A.t>,t5i©, 
death. The commiffioners there agreed, that truur<m« 



tA_ .Hit 

the town of Edinburgh ihould be the place of eluded ^ 
treaty j and that the conferences ihould laft no 
longer thah frOm Monday to Saturday, in the 
bmc week ; that a ceflation of arms Ihould be 
ionduded ; that the French commiflioners, 
with their retinues, as contained in their let- 
ters of fafe-C0Qdu6l, Ihall enter Scotland with 
thoie of England, none of them carrying more 
^otay than (hall appear to be neceffary for 
th^ prdinary expences. Neither fhall it be 
lawfbl for them to confer with French or 
Scodmen on their road to Edinburgh, or du« 
ring the treaty, without confent of the £ng« 
lifli comtniflioners, or thofe they ihall authoriie 
to look after this matter. Whiles the confer- 
ences were holding at Edinburgh, the French pie* 
liipotentiaries were not to leave their lodgings, 
vithoqt the confent of fuch Engliilimen, as 
the coipmiflioners of that nation ihall depute 
to attend them. The French plenipotentiaries 
were at liberty to confer with the archbiihop 
of St Andrew's, the late queen's fecretary, 
and th© juftice-clerk, who had retired with 
her into the cattle. It was lawful for the 
French embaffadors to demand, have, and re- 
tain fuch cyphers and writings, as were left by 
the queen-dowager in her fecretary's hands; 

ot4 th?it captain Chapperon ihall deliver to 

them 
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£u a 156a them fuch papers and commiflioiis as be Lad 
lately brought from France to Scotlafid. . > 
In confequence of this agreement, the con^ 
ferences were transferred to Edinburgh. la 
the mean while, the garrifon of Leitfa wai in 
fo miferable a condition, that h6rfeflefli thtift 
ibid at a confiderable prite. On the Oth^ 
hand, the duke of Norfolk, though he had 
been at great pains in reinforcing the En^ia 
army, complained bitterly of the falfe^uften 
which had been given in by the loixl Grey^ 
and it \cra3 dilbovered, or pretended, that 
Randan had, among his domeftics, fome dif« 
guifed engineers, who were to aft as fuch, if 
the treaty ihould take no effed. As to tht 
garrifon of Leith, queen Elizabeth had ordered 
her fhips to tranfport them to France, an q& 
fer which they (aid they were willing to em* 
brace ; and therefore they could in no event 
be detained as prifoners. They were, how« 
ever, fo apprchenfive of lord Grey's cruelty^ 
that had not the conferences for a treaty been 
opened, they would have furrendered the 
place to admiral Winter. It does not appear, 
that the death of the queen-regent had any 
effed upon the negotiations ; but, according to 
CeciPs letters, (which are ftill extant) both the 
French and Englifli plenipotentiaries laboured 
as hard as if they had been foldiers in trenches. 
The French, according to the genius of their 

govern- 
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|, g^vernrtient, demanded the fame terms, as they A.p.is6«« 
would have done, if their affairs in Scotland^ 
inflead of being defperate, had been flourilh- 
ing; for they infifted upon the treaty of Ber* 
wick being cancelled, and upon the re-eftablilh- 
ment of the popifli^ religion in Scotland. The 
bave defence ftill made by the French garrifon 
of Leith, rendered them the more* peremptory 
in their demands ; and the whole negotiation 
was, mbte than once, on the point of being 
thrown up. Cecil, whofc heart was with the 
•Dfagregationifts, knew that he had enemies at 
bi« own court, who would take advantage of 
the finalleft flip in his conduft to ruin him, 
which rendered him the more ftrenuous. He 
employed certain agents to difcharge billets, on 
the jpoints of arrows, into Leith, with a view 
of nifing a mutiny in the garrifon, arid oblig* 
ingtlre officers to make the fame capitulation 
as had been granted to the Englifti, upon the 
ledudion of Calais. The fame billets intimated, 
that the duke of Norfolk was on his march 
from Berwick, at the head of a frefli army ; 
and that if he took the place by ftorm, he 
would give no quarter to any of the garrifon. 

That, and other ftratagems of the fame kind, 
had no efFeft ; but Elizabeth, well knowing the 
internal diftrcfles of France, rofe in her de- 
mands, and infifted upon the rendition of Ca- 
lais, and five hundred thoufand crowns being 
.paid her, as a compenfation for the affront and 

Vol. VI. 11 injury 
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A. p. 1560. injury fhe had received, by the French q 
afliiming her title and 'arms/ Before thi^ 
mand arrived at Edinburgh, Cecil fell 
an expedient, which removed the prii 
©bjcaidn to the treaty. It was, that 
Scotch, congregatiooifts fhould accept th 
drels of their grievances, as a matter < 
vour from their fovereigns ; and that thei 
mands ihould be fettled apart from the t 
betift.een Elizabeth and the French kinj 
.. may be here proper to obferve, tho^ i 
pafled unnoticed by other hiftorians, that 
finglc circumftance is of importance enoa 
clear the leading nobility of Scotland, at 
time, from all fufpicion of difloyalty, and 
all treafonable intentions of abridging 
crown of its juft prerogatives. The cxpc 
propofed by Cecil was accepted of, 
adopted by them ; sfdd as it is one of the 
intcrefting parts of the Scotch hiftory, I 
give the whole of the treaty in the notes, 
the maoufcript of Cecil himfelf, under tl 
tie of the " Accord betwixt the French ! 
and C^ecn of Scots, and the Nobilite of 
Jand, 3 die Julii, 1560 *." 

• '* Firft, Upon the complaint made by the nobility an^ 
iof this country againft the number of foldiers kept up 
time of peace> fuj^licating the lords-deputies of the ki 
queen to afford fome remedy therein, for the relief of th 
try : The fiuds deputies having confidered the fald reque 
juft and reafonable, hare confented» agreed^ and appoix 
rhc name of the king and queen. That hereafter their a 
ihall not introdace into this kingdom any foldiers out of 
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Thus a tripk negotiation was concluded, a.d. tj6o. 
one between Elizabeth and the French king, 

aorany ot]ier nation whatibever, iinlefs in the event of a fo* 
i^'gn army*8 attempting to invade and pofTefs this kingdom : In 
wlkbcaiby the king and queen fball make provifion, by and 
with the counfel and advice of the three eftates of this nation. 
And as for the French foldiers that aie jufl now in the town of 
itkh, they (hall be fent back into France, at the fame time tha( 
tl;e£ng}iih naval and land armie$> together with the Scottish 
vmy, (hall remove in fuch form as (hall be morc^ amply devifed. 
And it 18 likewife agreed, that ^ch bands of Scottish f<^]ers^ 
^ are within the town of Leith, Ihali be diibanded. -Itgpi^^^ 
no more than &x fcore French foldiers fhall be • retained in the 
wta of Dunbar and Inch-keith, to be divided between them ^ 
tivo places $ ii^cty whereof, and no moie, fhall remain in thd 
to of Dunbar. And if the ftates can fall upon any fecure; 
WWf, whereby to retrench the expence laid out on thefe two 
ibces, without ii^curring the danger of rendering them a prey 
toihok that would pretend to make themfelves maAers of them,; 
^ are at freedom to acquaint their majefties thereof with the 
^QOMft^. But the forefaid number of fix fcore French fd)diera 
Uifi ao Yfife be augmented : Nor (hall it be allowable for thenb 
to do harm or in)ury to any perfon, nor yet to receive within 
their forts ainy Scottiih men of what quality or degree foevcr^ 
vitii iotentioa tc> iecure them from the magiiirates of the coun-^ 
^» or defend them againft the oflicers of juftice ^ nor fliall they. 
^ any part in private quarrels, which may chance to fall out 
>QU>ng the great men or other perfons wiciun the kingdom : 
And if any complaint ffaall be made agalnft any of themfelves, 
they (ball btf bound to anfwer before the ordinary judges of the 
Ividy and (hall be liable to puniftunent, according to the lawst 
and cuftonu of the countryT Item^ It is provided, that to pre- 
vent thefr taking things upon loan, they fliall receive their wage* 
r^ularly each ^ontb. And it (hall be lawful for two Scott iflv 
gentlemen, chofen by the council to be prefent at their muilers,. 
aad to infpef^ the fort6> left there be more men got into them,^ 
than the ftipulated number. Item, The ibldiers belonging to 
tbofetwo garrifons fliall not take to them any vi^uaH, without 
paying ready money for the fame ^ at leaft, they fliall not tsdce 
them againft the good will and confent of thofe to whom they 
bdoog : And the nobility fliall be obliged to furnlfli them wit& 
>s mQch as they ftan^ ixvjieed of, provitkd they have money to 
py fof the fiwue. 

R » « Second, 
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AD. 1560. concerning their general and nJitional afl&irs ; a 
Addrefs of fccond bctwcen him,- his wife, and their Scotch 

3il;z4bcih. ' 

- " Second, As to the petition prcfented to the lords-dcpiltics, 
concerning the demolition df fortifications, they have confented, 
agreed, and appointed. That the fortifications of Lekh (baH be 
demolilhed : And as for Dunbar, two commiflioners (hall be ap- 
pointed by the lords-deputies, who, together with two Scottiih 
men, ihall vifit the place, and confider what therein is fit to be 
dcmolidied 5 and fuch new works as have been added to it,- ffnce 
the beginning of thefe troubles, together with foch as may (erve 
to enlarge the fortification, and render it capable to receive fol- 
diers, ftiall all be thrown down three days after that Lcith be- 
gins to be demoliftied. And forafmuch as by the faid dem<^tioo, 
and the few foldiers that are to be I'^ft in garrifon, the place ^ 
be in danger to be furprized, it is accorded. That thofe nrho 
have prefcnted this petition, (hall each, in particular, obfigc 
themfelves to defend it with all their force, againft all thofc tl»t 
would attempt to feize it. The fame thing (hill, in like man- 
ner, be agreed upon by the ftates, with refpe6t to the wardens «f 
the marches. And neither the king, nor the queen, (hall here- 
after caufe to be built any new fortification within this- king? 
dom, nor yet enlarge thofe that are now fubfifUng, nor repair 
thofe that are now'to be demolifhed, but by the advice and con- 
ibnt of the Hates. Neither fhall they caufe to be^imported any 
artillery, ammunition, gun-powder, or vivres, in a greater 
quantity than ihall be neceffary for the defence of the two fore* 
mentioned forts, and the complement of their garrifons from 
one half year to another, or, at moft, from year to year, with- 
out the advice and confent of the ftates forefaid, 

*^ Third, Touching the petition for the payment of inch 
- debts as be owing within this kingdom by the French and Scot- 
tifh bands, in the fervice of the king, the lords-deputjes have 
agreed. That the king and queen (hall caufe to be reiinburfed 
whatever has been given to the king's lieutenant, to the cap- 
tains, and other ofiicers, for the fubfiftence of the faid bands; 
and, generally, whatever the king's lieutenant is in debt for his 
majcfty's fervice, whether the. fame appear by writing, or by the 
confefiion and acknowledgment of the parties. 

" Fourth, Concerning the petition relating to the aflembling 
of the ftates, the lords-deputies have agreed, confented, and 
appointed, That the 'ftates of the kingdom may affemble, in or- 
der to hold a parliament; on the tenth day of July, now running ; 
aod that on the faid day the parliament (hall be adjourned and 

continued? 
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.febjecb, who, by their own undauhted perfcve- a.d.is6«»- 
WDce, and the zealous policy of Cecil, ob- 

coffitinncd, According to cuftom, from the faid tenth day of July, 
imtil the firft day of Auguft next : Provided, that before the 
fetes ihall enter upon any builnefs, all hoftilities, both by Eng- 
H(h and Scottifhmen, be at an end, that fo the votes of the meet- 
Wg may be unconftrained, and none of them be overawed by 
fcUiers, or any other perfons whatfoever. And during the in- 
terval of adjournment, the lords-deputies ihall order a difpatcli 
to the king and queen to advertife them of this conceflion, and 
ftpplicate them moft humbly, that they would be pleafed to 
agree to tfjat which they have herein accorded. And this af- 
iembly (hall be as valid,* in all refpe6Vs, as if it had been called 
ttd appointed by the exprefs commandment of the Icing and 
qoecnj provided, always, that no matter whatfoever (hall be 
treated of, before the foref^d firft day of Auguft. 

" ^b. Concerning the article relating to peace and war, the 
Ms-deputies have confented, granted, and appointed. That 
neither the* king nor the qu-ejen (hall order peace or war within 
Scotland, but by the advice and confent of the three eftates, 
wnfbrmable to the laws, ordinances, and cufloms of the conn- 
frf» and as has formerly been done by their pred^cefTors, kings 
«f Scotland. 

" Sixth, Touching the petition prefented to the lords-depu- 
ties, relative to the political government, and the affairs 6f ftate, 
within this kingdom, the faids lords' have confented, accorded, 
i»Dd agreed. That the three eftates (hall make choice of twenty- 
four able and fufficient perfons of note of this realm j out of 
which number the queen (hall feleft feven, and the (tates (ive; 
(or to (enre as an ordinary council of date, during her majefty'js 
abfence, for adminiftration of the government. And it (hall 
• not be allowed for any perfon of what rank foever, to meddle in 
a«y thing jhat concerns the civil government, without the in- 
tervention, authority, andconfent of this council : And the faid 
coonfellors (liall be obliged to convene as oft as they can conve- 
niently, and not under fix at a time : And when any matter of ,, 
importance (hall occur, they (hall be called to confult and give 
their orders therein ; at lea(t, the greateft part mafl: be prefent. 
And when any one of the queen's nomination (hall happen to 
die, their majefties (hall make choice of another to fill his place, 
out of the remainder of the twenty-four which were at firft pre- 
fented to them : And in like manner, when one of the five that 
frm nominated by the ftates, happens to deceafe, in that event, . 

the 
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A. D. 1560. tained all the fecurity for their civil and rdi* 
gious rights that they could reafonably defircii 

the other furvivlng four (hall t)e6t another out of the remainds; 
of the twenty-four that were nominated firfl. Moreover^ if thfr 
ftates ihall find it convenient to add to the number of tfrdfC^ 
two more counfellors ^ in that cafe, the king and i|iicea iluA 
cbufe one» and the itates another. And it is fpeclaUy dedandt 
That the concefTion of this article fhall in no wiie prejudge tli^ 
king and queen's rights for hereafter^ nor the rights of thift 
cr6wD. And as for the falaries and expences to be paid to th( 
i^ds counfellors, and the officers under tbem, the loi^-deptt-. 
ties engage to employ their intereft and good-officet wi|h At 
king and queea^ to obtain theie for them out of the revenues o( 
the crown, procvided they take care to attend and wait ufoOi 
their charge. 

" Seventh, Concermng tl^e petition prefented to the loitU-de- 
puties^ refpe6ting the offices of the crown, they have ccwiiaitedy 
agreed, and appointed. That hereafter the king and queen (haH 
not employ any ftranger in the management of juftice, ciyil or 
criminal, nor yet in the offices of chancellor, .keeper ol* the iealSf 
treafurer, comptroller, and fuch like offices ; but (ball empk)jF. 
therein ^he native fubjcAs of the kingdom. Jtem^ T^at tiick 
m^jeilies fhall not put the offices of treafurer and cofnptroUer. 
into th^ hands of any clergyman, or other perfon, wba it sot 
capable to enjoy a fhite office ; and the treafurer and cani|^trollcr. 
fliall be invefted with powers fufficient for the exercife cif Chtir 
refpe6Hve offices ; But it (hall not be lawful for them to alicna&e 
or difpofe of the wards of marriages, non-entries» cafualticti 
nor of any other things which have relation to their offieet^ 
"without the advice and confent of the council i that tiktrAj the 
counfellors may be afTured, that every thing is made to return, to- 
the queen's profit. Yet the deputies mean not, by this artide, 
to have the queen limited and retrained from a liberty to- graot 
penfions and gifts where (he fhall think fit. 

** Eighth, The lords-deputies have agreed. That in the en-- 
I iuing parliament the flates (hall form, make, and eftablifii an ad 

€ff oblivion, which (hall be confirmed by their ma}efties, the 
king and queen, for fopiting and burying the memory of all. 
^ bearing of arms, and fuch things of that natm'e, as have hap-. 
pened unce the fixth day of March, 1558. And by this aft, all 
thofft who have any manner of way contravened the laws of the 
kingdom, ihall be exempted from the pains and penaltiea con- 
tained therein, as if they had never offended : Provided^ never-. 
' thelefs, 
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\. trt without encroaching upon the majcfty of a. 0,1560. 
fovereign's ; and a third, relating to the 



tfNteft, ffctt the privilege of this aft be not extended to thofe, 
thedbites iiall not deem worthy thereof. 
' "f N5nA,, It is agreed and concluded. That the eftates (hall be 
teflkned to the enfain^ parliament, according to cufton ; and 
jtluil be kwfiil for all thofe to be prefent at that meeting, who 
tfefnirie to be prefent,. without being frightned or conftrained 
bf any porfbn. Aad the eftates fhall oblige themfelves, that in 
ode there happen any fedition, or gathering together of armed 
fcrce^ without the orders of the council, confining of the fore- 
VKBtioned number; the whole country fliall look upon theau- 
fcn and aflifters thereof as rebels, and as fuch (hall purfue them* 
h order "to have them punifhed according to the laws of the 
tiigdom ; that fo neither the king nor the queen may be at any 
timMe in fending foreign foldiers hither, for enforcing obedi- 
ence to themfelves. 

** Tenth, It is agreed and concluded. That there (hall be a 
gewral peace and reconciliation among all the nobility, and 
oSkt ibbjefts of Scotland ; and it (hall not be lawful for thofe 
Pttfinis who have been called the congregation, nor for thofe 
wko were not of the congregation, to reproach each other with 
my tiling that l\as been done (ince the aforefaid (ixth day of 
Mirch. 

* Eleventh, The lords-deputies have offered, agreed, and con- 
<itided. That neither the king nor queen (hall profecute, nor 
take revenge for any thing that is now paft and gone j nor (hall 
net allow their French fubjefts to profecute nor revenge the fame^ 
but (hall forget the fame, as if it had never been done : And that 
the lords and gentlemen of Scotland (hall comport themfelves 
Jiftcr the fame manner, for fuch things as have pafTed between 
Acm and the Frenchmen in this country. Moreover, if by falfe 
Tcports, or by other means, their majeii^ies have conceived (ini- 
iter thoiights of any of their fubjcfts, they (hall forget and 
change the fame : Neither (hall they denude or deprive any of 
their fubjedbs of their oftices, benefices, pr eftates, which they 
held formerly within this kingdom upon account of their having 
had any meddling in the things which have fallen out (ince the 
fath 6xf of March forefaid 5 nor yet alTume a pretext or colour 
from any thing clfe, to deal fo by their fubjefts, but elteem and 
treat them in all time coming as good and obedient fubjefts : 
ftwided, alfo, that the faid nobles, and the reft of the fubjeas, 

render 
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A D. 1560. evacuation of Leitb. Though they were iP 
fcrted in the treaty between Elizabeth and tht 

render unto their majeftles, fuch an entire obedience is U ddi 
from faithful and natural fubjedts to their proper fovereigni. 

" Twelfth, It is agreed and concluded, That it (hall not be 
lawful for the nobles nor any other perfons to convene together 
in arms, except in fuch cafes as are approved by the laws and 
cufloms of the land ; nor yet to invite and bring in foreign £)!•;* 
diers, nor to enterprize any thing againfl the authority of tfa« 
queen, the council, or any inferior magiltrates, under tibe p»ni 
of rebellion and other penalties, contained in the laws ot the 
country. And if it happen that any perfons whatfoever ilunili 
pretend, that they had occafion given them to complain of injunn 
and to take up arms 5 in that cafe it fliall be free to them to pre* 
fent a fupplication to their raajefUes, but not until they liafe 
firi^ communicated the fame to the council within the kingdom* 
And all in general fhall bind themfelves to perform this and all 
other things which belong to good and loyal fubjedts, for the 
peace and tranquility of the country > under the pains fbrefaid; 
and to do every thing that lyes in their power, for the -preferfft- 
tion of the kingdom, and the rights of their fovereign, 

*' Thirteen, It is agreed and concluded. That if any bKhopii 
abbots, or other ccclefiaftical perfons, fhall make complaint; that 
they have received any harm either in their peiibns or goods, 
thefe complaints (hall be taken into confideration by the eftates 
in parliament j and fuch reparation (hall be appointed, at to the 
iUlds eftates (hall appear to be reafonable. And, in the mean 
time, it (hall not be lawful for any perfon to give them any dif- 
tur,b:ince in the enjoyment of their goods, nor to do them any 
wrong, injury, or violence. And whofoever (hall a6t in contra- 
vention to this article, (hall be purfued by the nobility as a dif- 
turber of the public weal and tranquillity. 

" Fonrteenth, It is agreed and concluded. That the nobility 
fliall bind and oblige themfelves to obferve, and caufe to be ob- 
fcrved, all the feveral points and articles comprehended in, and 
granted by this treaty : And if it fliould fo happen, that any one 
among them, or any other perfon or perfons (hall contravene the 
fame, in that cafe all the rc(t of the nobility and people fliall be- 
come enemies to them, and (hall purfue them until they be piL- 
ni^ed according to their deferving. 

« Fifteenth, And to the end, the whole kingdom may per. 
ct^ive, that the king and queen are willing to reuin no remem- 
brance 
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French king, yet they are diftinft a£ls ; but ^' ^' ^}^ 
difawn up in fuch a manner, that Elizabeth be* 

brasceof all the by pail troubles and difFerencas, and how de- 
firous they are to treat in a favourable manner the nobility and 
die other fubje^b of this kingdom, the lords-deputies have 
' greedy That the duke of Chatleheraut, the earl of Arran, his 
fia, and all other Scottifh gentlemen, fhall be reinftated in the^ 
kidiy' goods, elbites, and benefices, which they formerly held 
vithm the kingdom of France, and poifefs and enjoy them after 
tbe £une manner as they did before the commencement of the 
'traobles on the lixth day of March 1558, and as if thofe troubles 
U never fallen out. And likewife it is agreed. That all the 
cipitulafiont made in times pail, (hall be maintained and obferved 
Mwellby their majeflies as by the nobility and people of Scotland ; 
vd» in particular, that which was made and agreed at the marri- 
4e of the king and queen. And the lord David, fon to the 
dike of Chatleheraut, who is now (prifoner) in the caille of 
Ml de Vincennes^ (hall be fet at liberty to return into Scotland, 
<irto difpoie of himfelf at his own plealure. 

*' Sixteenth, And whereas the lords-deputies have fignified, 
that the king may have ufe for his artillery in France, it is ad- 
viied and concluded. That no other artilleiy ihall be tranfported 
out of Scotland, than what was fent thither iince the death of 
tlie late king of France ; and that ail other pieces, but efpecially 
timfe which are marked with the arms of Scotland, ihall be re- 
flond to the places from whence they were taken : And for the 
diilinguiihing of theie ieveral pieces of artilleiy,- four commif- 
fiooers ihall be appointed, before the embarkation of the troops, 
Yi^ two Scottiih, and two French gentlemen. 

" Seventeenth, WJiereas on the part of the nobles and peopfe 
of Scotland, there have been prefented certain articles concern- 
ing religion, and certain other points, in which the lords-depu- 
ties would by np means meddle, as being of .fiich importance, 
that they judged them proper to be remitted to the king and 
^[oeen : Therefore the iaids nobles of Scotland likve engaged, 
tiiat in the eniiiing convention of eilates, fome perfons of qua- 
lity ihall be cboien for to repair to their majeilies, and remon- 
^ntt to them the flate of their affairs, particularly thofe lail 
mentioned, and fuch others as could not be decided by the lords- 
deputies i and to underftand their intention and pleafure con- 
cerning what remonilrances ihall be made to them on the part of 
this . kingdom of Scotland : And thofe gentlemen ihall carry 
along with tiiem, to the king and queen, the confirmation and 
Vol. VI. S ratification 
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ratification made by the cftates, of the feveral articles whidi life 
prefently granted by the lords-deputies ; at which time they Ml 
get delivered to them the confirmation and ratification done % 
their majefties, and even fooner, if the cftatct ih^U tranfiik 
their own ratification before that time. In witneft wherw^ ti* 
faids lords-deputies have figncd thefc prcfent artictesy at Edta- 
burgh the fixth day of July, 1560." " ' 

• Article one and two. [The treaty of Canlbray ii amfimvi 
but I omit to fet down thefe two articles at length.] 

" Third, It is appointed, agreed, and concluded. That W 
the military force* pertaining to cither party by fea or land, (Ml 
depart out of Scotland, after the manner, anid Upon the tenli» 
as fhall be agreed by particular articles, figned And iblled by llie- 
refpeftive commiffioners 5 fuch a certain ntunber of Ftendi tt- 
diers excepted, as fhall be condefcended upon by ifae ooilmiif- 
Hioners of France, and the lords of Scotland, to nrmnn'ia the 
caftle of Dunbar, and fort of Inch-keith. 

" Fourth, It is appointed, agreed, and conclude, ^That all 
inanner of warlike preparations in England and Iretand tfguaft 
the French or Scots $ and in France againft the£ngli(h, -&i(h, dr 
Scots, fhall hereafter Ceafe : So that no fhxps hatving m bMd 
any fbldiers 6r warlike infb^ments, or prej^arations fclr war, 
'fh^I be allowed to pafs from England or Ireland, or from vtf 
other part, into France or Scotland, by and with the oonfent ii 
Elizabeth queen of England ; nor from France, nbr any otbttr 
'part, to England, Ireland, or Scotland, by and with the confitdt 
of Francis and Mary king and queen of France and Scotland. ' 
^' Fifth, Seeing in the forementioned treaty of Camb#ay, it 
was agreed and concluded. That the fort built at Aj^ou^ in 
the kingdom of Scotiand, fhould have been demolifhed wi thiit 
three months after the date of the faid treaty, razed to tbe 
ground, and nothing ever thereafter to have been built tbcR s 
And although the fald fort be in fome fort demolifhed, ^yet not 
fo as was agreed upon ; therefore it is now appointed, agfted, 
and concluded. That the faid fort of Aymouth fhall be littoir 
demolifhed and razed before the end of four days, after the de- 
molition of Leith fhall begin. And in the demolifhiDg of the 
faid fort, fuch Scottifh men as fhall be deputed thereunto by the 
commifiioners, fhall be at freedom to make ufe of the hdx>ttr of 
Englifh pioneers. 
" Sixth, Seeing the kingdoms of England and Ireland do, \gy 

right. 
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^kbfit great pf^cautiojgi ttc wl^olc waji con-, a.d.i56< 
ch ii ftc d» by makiiig the traftfadioji^'with every 

lif^ht, perftaiQ to the moft ferene lady and princeis Ellzajbeth $ 
upon which account it is not lawful for any other perfons to call, 
- wpte, iuune> or entitle themfelves, nor yet to order themfelves to 
be called, written, named, or entitled king and queen of £ng- ' 
Uad or Ireland, nor to ufe or take to themfelves the en{ign*s ar- 
agonal, or anus of the kingdom of England or Ireland : There- 
f- fore it is appointed, agreed, and concluded, That tlie faid moft \ 

r ^^iftian king and queen Mary, and both' of them, (hall in all 
c^ t^es coming, abftain from ufing and bearing the faid title and 
I acms of the kingdom of England or Ireland, and (hall ftri^tly 
pmthibite and forbid their fubje£ls in France and Scotland, and 
4^0 provinces thereof, from ufmg the faid title and arms any 
aK^mer of way ; and fhall likewife prohibite and take can?, fo 
hr as in. them lyes, that no perfon quarter the faid enfigns armo- 
rial witfi the arms of the kingdoms of France or Scotland. And 
if there be any pubHck letters or writings which carry in them 
tfae title of the kingdoms of England or Ireland, or be fealed 
iVith the feal of the faid kingdoms, or either of them ; the fame 
fhall be rex&ewedy without the adjeiSlion of the title. and arms of 
l^p^ a^nA an.d. Ireland} and all letters and writings containii\g 
tjbeiaiii title, or fealed with the feals of the faid arms, which 
ittall not be renewed within fix n^onths after the publication of 
tbiit prefent treaty, fhall be void, and of no avail. Finally^^ 
They ihall take ca^e, fo far as tjiey can, that in the faid kingdoms' 
of France and Scotland, the faids arms be no where extant, feen, pr 
ft>und mixed with the arms of the faids king or queen Mary i 
and that the faid title be no where extant, feen or found afcribed 
to the (aids king or queen Mary. 

«• Sleuth, Wheres^s the commiffioners of the moft ferene 
queen EHzabeth did req\ure, that the forgoing caution and pro* 
vifion contjdned in the clo.fe of the article immediately preceed- 
ijlg, iboold be publiflied hj open proclamation ; and did like- 
vifo inlift on a farther com^enfation and reparation for the in«* 
furiet which they alledged were done to the faid moft ferene 
quetn Elizabeth* by the faids moft ferene king and queen Mary t 
4bi4 whereas tjie commiffioners of France, after having replied 
fundry things in anfwer thereunto, did ferther add. That they 
had no authority to treat or conclude any thing concerning thcfe 
particulars ; and if they ihould wait until a return fhall come 
from France, not only would there arife from thence a gi-eat lofs 
of time 5 but moreover ftrong impediments may com^ in the 
1 $ X way 
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A. D. 1560. circumftance attending it, as valid as if the 
contrading fovereigns had been perfonally pre- 

way of compleating the prefent treaty of pcacfc and amity 1 
Therefore it is appointed, agreed,' and conduded, That the ^• 
ceptation concerning the above demands, namely,^ concerning 
the publication of the forefaid caution, and concerning a ferAtf 
repajation, (hall be remitted to another meeting at London be- 
tween the faids commiffioners of both parties, to be affcmbled as 
quickly as conveniently may be. And if nothing can be got ^ 
concluded, concerning the faid difpeptation, before the end of 
three months, to be reckoned from the date of the prefent treaty | 
in that cafe, the faid difceptation (hall, by confent of both ptf* 
ties, be referred to the arbitration of the moft mighty pxince 
Philip the catholick king of Spain, to whofe fentence and award 
both parties fhall ftand. And if the faid catholic king fliall not 
find it convenient for him to pronounce a final decree In wnting, 
concerning thefe matters, within a year after the afbrcf^d three 
months are elapfed, excepting ftill if the term fliall not chanc* 
to be prolonged by confent of both parties ; whether there be 
no fuch prolongation of the time, or the faid catholick king do 
not put an end to the faid difcepts^tion within the time fo pro^ 
longed : In either of thefe cafes, the faid moft fercne ^ueen Eli- 
zabeth's right of fuing for thefe things (hall be referved entire to 
her, in the fame ftate and condition it was in brfprc the com- 
mencement of this treaty, 

" Eighth, Seeing it hath pleafed Almighty God, in whofe 
hands are the hearts of kings, fo to incline the imnds of tie 
fiiids moft chriftian king and queen Mary, that they have largely 
manifefted their clemency and benignity towards their nobility 
^nd people of their kingdom of Scotland, and that reciprocally 
the faids mobility and people have willingly, and of their own 
accord, acknowledged, profeffed, and pronufed jail duty and 
obedience to the faids moft chriftiaji king and queen their fove- 
reigns : For the better prefervation, chefiihing, and continuance 
whereof, the faids moft chriftian king and queen h9.ve, by their. 
faids comminioners, granted their affent to certain fuppUcatory 
petitions prefented by tlie f^ds npbility and people to' t]^e fiuof 
king and queen, tending to the honour of the faids king an4 
queen, to the publick benefit of the faid kingdom, apd to the 
continuation of their obedience. And the faids moft chriftian 
king and queen being defirous to have their faid benignity to- 
waids their faid fubjects attributed to the good offices oT the 
f^id moft ferepe qu^ en Elizabefh| their inoft dear fiftcr and con- 

ff<Jcrat?i 
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ftnt, ^ even although fomething fliould fall out a.d. 1560, 
which might appear to require a more fpecial 
inftrucUon than is contained in their authori- 

ftderatCt ^^ whofe iuterceflion and requeft the faids king and 
queen have been more propenfely moved hereunto i therefore H: 
V i^reed between the forefaid comminioners of both parties. 
That the iaids moft chriftian king and queen Mary fhall fulfil all 
ttoie things which, by their faids commifrio][\.ers, they have 
gnmted to the faids nobility and people of Scotland at Edin- 
^tegh the fotlulay of July, in this prefent year 1 560, provided 
the iaids nobility and people of Scotland fhall fulfil and obfcrve 
sQ tfaoie things that are contained in the faids articles and con- 
'•nticnw to"be performed on their part. 

. •' Ninths In this treaty of peace and amity is comprehended, 
Mtbcpaitpf the faids moft ferene pritrccs Francis the moil 
cbnftian king of France and queen Mary, as like wile on the 
partoffbempft ferene Elizabeth queen of England, the moft 
potent pnnce Philip the catholick king of Spain, conformable 
to die 'tbrce and cfFeft of treaties fubfifting between the faids 
kmgi'^d queens, their kingdoms, territories, countries, and 
' ' ' mu 

TTcntb. Tt is appointed, agreed, and concluded, That this 

prdent'trea|y, with all, and feveral, the conventions and con- 

teiits thereof, (hall be ratified and confirmed by the faids moft 

mighty and iliuftrious Francis and Mary, and Elizabeth, and 

each of them, within the fpace of fixty days after the date of 

tlut,treaty, and {ball be turned by them into letters patents, 

with 'then* great feals appended, and their proper manual fub-. 

ibiptions adjoined : And the faid princes, and each of them, 

i^all ddiyer the faids confirmatory authentick letters, fo fub- 

fbnbed and fealed, to the commiilioner or comraiilioaers of the 

odierpnn.cey having authority to this effeft. 

^ /^E&yenthjj It is appointed, agreed, and concluded, That theiaids 

moft niuttnous and mofl mighty princes Francis and Mary, and Eli- 

i(ai)eth, and every of them, (hall in the prefence of the comrniilioner 

Of cbfflihidipnersof the other pi'ince, having fufficicnt authority for 

tfaueffe^, if required by him or them, promife on their royal 

i*&d;'"andrrwear upon God's Holy Gofpel ; and every of them 

4all fo iWe^, That they fhall truly, inviolably, and in good 

fiuth, oblerve, for their part, all, and every, the articles, con- 

V^tions, jprovifions, and fa£ts, comprehended in this preieut 

bague and treaty. 

ties." 
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A.P. i5«o. ties." This provifion is of the mote impoiU 
ance» as. it renders, the after-condud; q£ tht^ 
French king and queen, both with TCgEaK4 44 
Elizabeth and their Scotch fubjedts^ inexcuiable. 
This, treaty, which is fometimes callod that el' 
Leith, and fometimes that of Edinburgh^ dl4 
not, it is true, introduce a new civil conflitiK 
tion into Scotland, but it brought its goveni- 
ment back to its firft principles, whichf ever 
fince the reign of James the third, h^d been 
neglected or difufed. The exclufion of f oceigii<r. 
ers, the limiting the power of making pe^ce 
and war, without the concurrence of parlor 
ment, the infiitution of a new council, in the 
nominating of which, the fovereign had but Zi 
bare majority, and the aft of amnefty, whick 
was included in the treaty, were all of thega' 
capital acquifitions, and left the beft friends of 
liberty nothing more to wilh for in thofe rc». 
fpefts, 

Notwithftanding thofe excellent provifioos, 
it cannot be diflembled, that the article of rfr» 
ligion was left too unguarded ; and it was Cfa- 
fily forefeen that the French king and queea. 
would avail themfelves of the loofe manner in 
which that ftipula tion was worded. On the. 
eighth of July, the peace was proclaimed at 
Edinburgh ; and on the fixteenth of the &me 
month the French .army was embarked oa 
board the Englilh fliips, while the Englifh. 
troops began their march to Berwick. The 

latter 
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klftr w«re attended by the chief nobility of a.d.i56«. 
Scdtkfid 'for feme miles ; but the lord James 
aoeomptoied them to Berwick. A public Athmkc 
thinl^giving was celebrated in the High-church ''""""^ 
of Edibburgh ; and all parties appeared highly 
Ad^ed wit^ the treaty that had been made» 
oaly Elifisabeth feemed to wifh that the Scotch 
lords ihould have been difabled from holding 
tkeir pFcfennents and efiates in France. 

The p«ll)lic erpecbition, in Scotland, was andiiw. 
tow iR^ound up to the higheft pitch. The *""««^ 
ejres X>£ all were fixed upon the parliamerit, 
mhkh was fiimmoofed to meet on the tenth of 
july^ and which was more numerous than, {>eiv 
liftps, ^ever had been known in that kingdom. 
It appears from the catalogue of the members, 
liFhich has come to our hands, that the Icfler 
^barons (by whom I mean thofe who were not 
lords of parliament) had a right to be prefent ; 
and, therefore, I muft be of opinion that it was 
optioBal for them to appear either in their own 
:^erfok>s, or by their reprefentatives. What the 
|mcife number of the members was we know 
not.; becaufe the lift, after mentioning all the 
iKfblemen and gentlemen of principal note in |^^^ 
Scodand by their names, adds, ^ with many 
^other barons, freeholders, and landed men, 
without armour." In fliort, I am inclined to 
confider this parliament not fo much the rc- 
prefentative, as the coUcdive, body of the 

Scotch la&dholders. 

Nothing 
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A. 0.1560. Nothing could be more ridiculous or abfnnt 
to proceed- ^^^^ ^^ objccMoii which was ftarted the firft 
•'^ day againft the legality of the meetings l>^^ 

caufe no pcrfon was prefent tO reprcfent the 
fovereign, and becaufe no commiifion had a^ 
rived from the queen, or her hufband. Thil 
objection was very fenfibly over-ruled by the 
members, on account of the ftipulation, that 
a parliament fiiould be kept in the month of 
Auguft ; and that the fame ihould be as law- 
ful, in all refpeds, as if it were ordained by 
the exprefs commandment of their majeffies.' 
The meeting was adjourned from the tenth of 
July to the firft of Augufl following; and 
upon its reaflembling, and proceeding to' bit- 
iinefs, the voices of the members were almoft 
unanimous in favour of the new religion^ the* 
it is certain that many of the mod violent' 
popifh prelates were prefent in the affembly ; 
but they obferved a profound filence during 
the debates. The lords of the articles were 
chofen, without any regard to the order erf 
prelacy^ from thofe members who were bcft 
affected towards the Reformation ; and all the 
debates about the legality of the meeting be- 
ing over-ruled, a paper, in form of a fupplica- 
tion, was prefented to the affembly, demand- 
ing^ " Firft, That the doctrines of tranfdb- 
fiantiation, juftification by works, indulgence^ 
purgatory, pilgrimage, and invocation of faint% 
be aboliflied by authority of parliament. Se- 

cond» 
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Madf That the profanation of the holf iacran ^-^^ m^o* 
bibta bd prevented^ and the difcipline of tht 
iddfsnt church reftored. Third, That the 
pope's uforped authority may be aboliilied^ 
lad the patrimony of the church employed to 
the fufientation of the miniftry^ the provifioa 
O^fchools, andfupportof the poor." 

thig fupplication admitted of great debates, ,a„d refoiu- 
It was agreed, on all hands, that a reformation ^**'""* 
was ncceffary, with regard to the doctrinal and 
pradical parts of religion ; and that a confef- 
fioa of faith ihould be drawn up, to be ap? 
proved of by the affembly. The third article 
was not fo eafily fettled, as many of the lead- 
ing coagregationifls were in poiTeilion of ec- 
defiaflical property, which they did not chufe 
to refund. This article was therefore pofi- 
poaed ; and the reformed minifiers were re- 
quurd immediately to draw up a fummary of 
the religious dodrines they wanted to be efla* 
UiOiedy which they accordingly did, in the 
form, of a confeffion of faith, and which was 
authorized by the ftates on the feventeenth of 
Augufl. It was highly obfervable, that during 
ail the debates on this head, np argument was 
advanced in favour of the old religion ; and 
the earl Marifchal, who, though a high 
royalid^ profefTed the reformed religion, faid^ 
**That the filence of that party was a tacit 
condemnation of popery, and an evidence in 
&vour of the Gonfeilton." On the other bandg 
Vol. VI. T it 
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A.D.I560* it has been pretended, that the popifh clergf 
mufl have endangered their own Uves, had . 
they made any oppofition ; and that the duke 
of Chatleheraut's violence was fuch, that* he 
threatened his brother, the archbifhop • of St 
Andrew's, with death, if he attempted to op- 
pofe the confeffion. The parliament, nextv pro- 
' ceeded to aboliih the mafs by an ad, declarifig 
the former clergy to be only ufurping minifters, 
and the new preachers to be the only perfons 
that have power to adminifter the holy Pen- 
men ts. The fayers and hearers of mzQ wore, 
for the firft fault, to fufier the confifcation of 
all their goods whatfoever, moveable and im- 
moveable, and a corporal, difcretionary, punilh- 
ment befides ; for the fecond fault, banifhmeDt 
out of the kingdom ; and for the third, lofs of 
life. Thofe ordinances are mortifying confi- 
derations to the pride of men, who adopted the 
fame fpirit of perfecution which they them- 
fclves, of late, had fo fcverely felt, and fo 
bravely oppofed. 

By another aft, the pope's authority in Scot- 
land was abolifhed; and all laws concerning 
religion were repealed, that did not coincide 

^ with the confeffion of faith that had been fo' 

lately approved of by the ftates. Befides thofe 
leading afts, others were made, difabling the 
archbiftiop of St. Andrew's, and other pre- 
lates, from granting leafes of their church 
lands, and enabling the landholders to feize 

upon 
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lilton--their tenths ; but to keep them -in their a/d.isC©, 
hands, till the fenfe'of parliament cotild be 
known how they were to be difpofed of. It 
appears, likewife, from an extract of this par- 
liament's proceedings, publilhed by Mr. Keith^ 
from the Scotch college at Paris, that the ec- 
defiafiics had been twice calIed»upon to exhibit 
tlieir bills of complaint ; but that having 
preferred none, the lords and nobility conclud- 
ed that they had done their duty, accoi;ding 
to the articles of the peace. Several other pri- 
vate a£^ palled in the fame meeting, ratifying^ 
to the lords and members of the congregation, 
the penfions that had been granted them by 
die crown, though not confirmed by the pope. 
Before the meeting broke up, the lords of the 
regency, as they may be called, were named^ 
and the choice fell upon the duke of Chatlehe- 
raut, the lord Arran, the earls of Huntley, 
Argyle, Glencairn, Morton, Athol, Menteith, 
Maiifchal and Rothes; the lords James, Er- 
ikine, Ruthven, Lindfay, Boyd, Ogilvie, St. 
John, and the mafter of Maxwell ; the lairds (or 
Icflfer bai*ons) of Londy, Pitarrow, Dun, Cun- 
ninghamhead, Drumlanrick, and young Le- 
dington. Out of the above four , and twenty 
noblemen and gentlemen, their majefties were . 
to chufe eight, and the nobility fix. 

Accofding to the pacification abovemen- sirjames 
tioned. Sir James Sandilands, lord St. John of h^l^^* 
Jerufalem, who afterwards erected a temporal ^"'*"* 

T 2 lordfliip 
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4u i?t is^o> lordlhip out of thait ovder^ vas fent to 7rao<;l| < 
to lay before their Dqajefiies the ads mki^ ha4 ! 
pafledy and to obtain the rectification of tht 
fame. It muft be acknowledged that. Sandit 
lands could not be a yery agreeable perfiui to 
execute fuch a comniffipn with two ^ioknt 
Roman catholic princes; and that th^ parfii* 
ment, by employing him, manifefted ail indii^ 
ference with regard to his fuccefs. Brom tliq 
jhatter^d remains of his inftruflioiiB, t)ub^flittl 
by Mr. Keith, he feems to have been c&lfMni& 
fioned to reprefent the pr^Kcedings pV patNik 
Bient as the unanimous voice of t^o nMidk 
To underftand this the better, it is lieeMhry^to 
obferve, that when the le0er barowratti 
upon aiTembling the parliament, they pMftBt* 
cd a petition, requiring to be adniHted' |9« 
to that body, << as ufe and cuftom bad ImmI of 
old, by ancient a6ts of parUament obfturod in 
this realm ; and whereby we underikind^ ^M 
we ought to be heard to reafon, and vofecki all 
caufcs concerning the commonwealth, a&^^^ 
in councils as in parliament-s ; othw#iib tv( 
think, that whaifoever ordinances and ilatiiM 
madd concerning us and our eftate, we not be* 
ingrequired and fuffered to reafon and voleatftthe 
making thereof; that the fame fhould not ckiifgi 
to ftand thereto." When this petitiba wai 
read, it was voted unanimoufly. That the ba- 
rons, according to an old act of parliament, 
made in the time of James 1 in the year of 

God 



tlOAS 



Q F S C O T L A N D. <4i 

God 14379 fluU have free voice in parliaments ^^«<5^ 
\ hav« hf au tbe more particular in thofe ex^ 
tan^ a& they ue frefi^ proofs how well the ba-* 
lOM of. Scotlwd uaderftood the principles g( 
free goyeromenty and that they could Dot ba 
fabjed to taxatioB or other ftate fervices^ with-* 
out Ihair own confent The nobility, as well 
ttthey tiiem&lYes, were of opinion, that thoy 
liad a natural right to this privilege, and that 
Ae.Qonicnt of the fbvercigns was not neceflary 
lodUbliih it 

i^bcHit the time that Sandilanda was fent to Ke£«tM- 
Rraq^t queen lUizabeth had ordered Throg- 
nortoO) and Sir Peter Meutas, to demand of 
IIm F^l'onch king and qyeen a ratification of the 
iH^y of Edinburgh ; but this was flatly re* 
fofcd, «a well as a ratification of the cpncefixons 
vhich bad been made to the Scotch ndhilityi 
tmder the guaranty of Elizabeth, and the^ no* 
m^iatioq of the regency. The pretext was* 
that the treaty of Berwick Was fouqded upoa 
ichellious principles ; that the hands ^nd ieaia 
ef fome of the Scots to tbe fame had been coun^ 
terfoit^d ; and that the lords had failed in 
wh^t they had promifed Thofe reafons werQ 
«^ly falfe as frivolous ; but Mary, Ai the ff^ffift 
timej^ pretended that fhe was preparing t:Q pafft 
over to Scotland, and there to fettle the gQYerft-» 
ment on a lafting foundation. This d^cUra- 
tioa alarmed young Maitland, who bad. becu 
4>eak8r in the late parliament, and he opened 

himfelf 
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iUD. 1560. himfelf very freely to Cecil on that head. It k 
not too bold a conjcdure to fay, that the mobility 
of Scotland, at this time, were fo fenfible of tix 
influence which the perfidy of the French court 
had upon their queen, that they refumed their 
thoughts of transferring their allegiance to 
the earl of Arran, provided queen EUzabedi 
could be broiight to accept of him for. a hah 
band* As to Sandilands, his reception was fncil' 
as might have been expeded from the .difagre»> 
able tenor of his commiilion. The.8catdi> 
queen abfolutely refufed to acknowledge itb^i 
validity of the late parliament, nor were.itsodt 
ever ratified by the crown. .The only cdbur^s 
able pretext for this was, that the aflemhly^ had « 
exceeded their powers granted them by. th^jpa^ 
cification, in fettling religious matterss by aift of . 
parliament, inflead of referring them to Ih^ 
king and queen. This, it mull be admitted^* > 
exceeded their powers, as prefcribed by the pa^^ 
cification ; but tHey thought, that without 
fuch a parliamentary eilabliihment, all thef 
had done, either for their religion or liber- 
ties, mull go for nothing. In this they wece 
feconded by the voice of the nation, who paid 
a more perfect obedience to thofe afts, though 
unauthenticated by the crown, than they did 
to llatutes legally executed and ratified. 

aBd:o£ng> The caution of Elizabeth continued to put 
the Reformers under great difficulties. She 
complained of the vail expence of the late 

arm a* 
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ninbaments fhe had Tent to Scotland, and how a.d, ijCo. 

■ inconvenient it was, ' cdnfidcring the power of 
the Guifes in France, to break with that crown* 
Before the Scotch parliapieiit was prorogued, 
a refolution had been taken to fend the earls 
of Morton and. Glencairn, with young Mait- 
landj to the court of England, with inftruc- 
tioos 'to labour all they could for bringing 
about the match between queen* Elizabeth and 
thirt^rl of Arrain, ' I fliall not repeat the na- ^ 
tion^* and other reafons on which thofe in^ 
. finlAioiis werefounded; but there was upon the 
firtV^of them no great encourigemcnt for Eli^ 
2tbieth to agree to the propofilj linlefs (which 
Ian very apt to t)dlieve) fome ftrong induce* 
mcqts were* oflfercd *hen It can fcarcely be 
fuppbfed, that a young princcfs in all the 
prijd6 - of youth and royalty, (for fuch Eliza^ 
befli then was)' adoried by her fubjefts, and 
courted by all Europe, would ftoop from fuch 
a condition to marry a fubjeft of Scotland, 
only becaufe he was the fecond perfon of the 
realm, and (to fpeak in the words of the in- 
ftnvSions) heir apparent to the crown, efpe- 
cially as the reigning queen had not yet reached 
the twentieth year of her age. Add to this, 
that Elizabeth was perfonally acquainted with 
the earl of Arran, and knew him to be a no- 
bleman of weak intellefts, as foon after ap- 
peared by the ftate of infanity into which he 
fell* I am therefore inclined to b'clieve, that 

had 
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A. p. 1560. had EliEabeth been favoUrabltf to this matd^ 
the eftates of Scotland would have put her aal 
t^h^l"" the earl in poffeffion of the kin^dOAK Tte 
whh*t*h! ftate of parties favours this coQJe&Ure. Tit \ 
•*ri of Ar- leading ecclefiaftics, then in Scbtlftnd^ wtft dfr J 
voted to the aggrandizement of the HamilCOft 
family ; and the order of parliament^ for briB|^ 
ing about the match, was figned by the ftrchp ' 
biihop of St. Andrew's, the biihops of Dn&r 
keld, Galloway, Dunblane, Argyle, tnd the 
eled of the Ifles ; and by as many abbots and 
priors, viz. the prior of St. Andrew'^ abb^tl 
of Arbroth, Newbottle, and Culrofi ; thereout- 
mendator of Kilwinning, and the prior pf 
Lochl^vin ; alfo by the dvkei the earls . of 
Argyle, Athol, Morton, Crawford» anfl ^V* 
therland ; and by the lords Eriki&e, *Oofd<>% 
Sal ton. Hay, Ochiltree, Innermeth, B«j^ 
Lindfay, Gray, and fome others, whofe aaoMf 
cannot be read; and by eighteen provofts .of 
burghs. The inflruc^ions, beiides the affair of 
the marriage, were filled with the moft grate- 
ful acknowledgments to Elizabeth, for th« ob- 
ligations fhe had conferred upon the realm of 
Scotland. 

About the time that this propofal was niade 
to Elizabeth, the family of the Ouife had ob-^ 
tained many advantages over the French hu« 
gonots, and had reduced them to a low pais. 
This added to the caution of Elizabeth; but 
ihe treated- the Scotch commiffloners with a 

politenefss 
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^tenefs, and their bufinefs with a delicacy a. d. 1560 
, . Ilut was peculiar to herfelf, though without 
leaving them any room to hope for fuccefs in 
the affair of the marriage. Her anfwer has 
been printed ; and though it is too long to be 
inferted here^ it appears pretty plainly that the 
commiiSoners had not barely confined them- 
fiivfs to the propofal of marriage^ but that an 
immediate ceiBion of the crown was to be made 
to Elizabeth. " Her majefty (fays the anfwer) 
cannot interpret that motion (viz. of the mar- 
ri^) to come but both of a good meaning of 
the fimae eftates, pretending thereby to knit 
both thefe kingdoms prefently in amity, and 
hereafter to remain in a perpetual amity." 
Thefe ^^xpreflions can never fuit with a bare 
propofal of marriage, which, as Mary was then 
in the bloom of her years, muft have put the 
two kingdoms at greater variance with each 
other than ever. • 

During the dependence of this negotiation, i)eath 6F 
Francis the fecond, hufband to the queen of kbg/*" 
Scotland, died on the fourth of December, in 
the feventeenth year of his age, without leav- 
ing any particular character in hiftory, but that 
of being a weak prince in mind as well as 
body, and entirely under the guidance of his 
wife, and her uncles of the houfe of Guife, 
His death had an effect, which neither Eliza- 
beth nor fome of the chief Scotch nobility had 
expeded* The reformed intereft in Scotland had 

Vol- VI. U been 



1^6 T H E H I S T O R T 

A.D.X560. been cemented, in a great meafure, by tbe 
fears which they entertained of the French 
arms and influence. Thefe were now dimi- 
niflied ; their young queen might be prevailed 
on to liften to the voice of reformation ; and 
the general fentiment of her people was, that 
file ought to leave France, and take into her 
owA hands the government of Scotland. The 
council, which acted as the executive power 
there, no fooner received the certainty of htf 
huibaiid's death, than they convoked a meet* 
ing of fuch of the nobility, and the 6tber ftatds,* 
as lived near the metropolis. In this sifiemUy^ 
,^5,. which was held the fifteenth of jMtitaj'i mi 
The lord J*™^^ was pitched upon to repair to tJit tfd^i^^ 
jamet and ^Liid to perfuadc her to return to her natf^c dii^ 
ipMaiy. minions. That nobleman had now tht greaUft 
credit with the reformed of any tiaanlB*45fe6fi^ 
land ; and Mary^ beft friends* in FtOnce tM 
convinced her, that he ought^ by all nieMB^ 
to be fecured in her intereft. As ihe had' a na- 
tural aflfeciion for his perfon, and a high opinidff 
of his virtue, ihe had feveral times expreflSbd- 
herfelf fo favourably, with regard tO' him,- thai? 
he was appointed for the purpo&s I have mt^ 
tioned. Before he took his leave of his fiieMdii, 
Knox, and other violent preachers, charged 
him to give her majefty no encouragement to 
hope for a toleration of the mal's, either public 
or private, within Scotland. ,Hb anfwer waSj 
«^ That he would never confent that ihe ihould 

have 
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\ liave mafe publicly ; but to have it fecretly in a, 0.1561. 
hct chamber, who could Hop her ?" Upon this 
the aflembly was diflblved ; but it was agreed, 
dut a new convention ihould be held on the 
twentieth of May following. 

While the Reformers were deep in their con- Their fe- 
fiilUtions, fome prelates and nobility, of a dif- ^X* ^"" 
ferent complexion, had held an afiembly to 
counterwork them. Their chiefs were the 
archbi(hop of St. Andrew's, the bifhops of 
Aberdeen, Murray, and Rofs, with the earls 
of Huntley, Athol, Crawford, and Suther- 
land. ' Thefe made choice of the famous John 
Lefleyy afterwards biihop of Rofs, but then 
o^C|j4 of Aberdeen, to be their deputy, to 
giTe^fbfi queen true ideas of her own intereft^ 
an4( t;he fiate of parties in Scotland. He was 
a forward man, with fome ihare of learning, 
zeajous for whatever he undertook, but warm, 
aa4 fometimes imprudent, in his condud. He 
iws iofiruAed, by his conftituents, to prepoffefs 
Mary- againft the perfon of lord James, and 
ail the conneclions of her Scotch fubjeds with 
the £ogli(h. Both the deputies arrived at 
Majry'a court almoft at the fame time. Lefley 
h^4vtiie firft audience. He endeavoured to 
give Mary the moft unfavourable impreffions 
cf her brother, and his ambitious views. As 
he w?s the foul of the congregationifts, and 
the.£ngUfh' party in Scotland, who had given 
b nnicfa difguiet to herfelf md her mother, 

U 2 Lefley 
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A.D.X560. \y^ r y^ ^ det^ lord James it 

f .ytii(f ^.jffiioxAA, arrive in Scotland^ 

'',., /.-'*;' ril^^^ Iff^iTS there to her own fatisfac- 
" !,'U^^^^ tioncd her againft l^o^ brother's 
^rfj, ^^ijjjvating manners, and affured her^ 
pliiJ*^^ ^rcrbis religious pretexts might be, his 
tli^^^] x^as ^o place the crown of Scotland 
his o^vn head. If fhe difliked the ex- 
^^^i'ent of putting him under any reftriicHoD, 
h- then advifed her to land at Aberdeen, where 
the Joclrines of the congregationifts had made 
but little progrefs, and where his conftituents 
wouIJ, in a few days, put her at the head of 
twenty thoufand men, with whom flie might 
xnarch to Edinburgh, and crufti all oppofition. 
Mary gave Lefley a favourable reception', and 
a fair hearing. She ordered him to remain 
about her pcrfon ; but, in the mean while, to 
affure the prelates and noblemen who were 
his conftituents, of her favour, and of her in- 
tention to return home. Before I proceed to 
relate the audience of the lord James, which 
he obtained of Mary in a day or two after, it 
is neceffary that I fhould review the fituation 
of Mary at this time. 
^t^ufr^^ She had received all the accomplifliments of 
body and mind, that the moft finifhed educa- 
tion, at the moft polite court in Europe, could 
beftow. In converfation ftie was lively ; and 
in council more folid than could have been 
pxpecled from £0 young a woman, furrounded 
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with all the blandifhments of power, and en- a. 0. 1561, 

ducd with greater charms of perfon, than, (if 

wc are to believe the beft relations) perhaps^ 

any contemporary female poffeffed. Brantome, 

and other French memoir- writers of that court, 

who arc unexceptionable evidences, have ex- 

liaufted all their powers of defcription upon 

her perfonal accomplifhments ; and their praifes 

are confirmed by her bittercft eneniies. Her 

influence over her hufband was fuch, as fet 

•ofide that of his artful, ambitious, mother Ca- 

.tharine q£ Medicis, and reflored her uncles to 

greater credit than they had ever held before 

at^^e French council-board. Upon the death b«°*w»»* 

Qf.Ther hufband, Catharine of Medicis affumcd 

the direction of his brother, Charles the ninth, 

wba w^as far from being infenfible of Mary's 

beauties; but Catharine's plan was to oblige 

. iigx to return to Scotland, that flie might, at 

oxycCj deprive her uncles of fo powerful a fup^ 

port, and engrofs the whole management of 

affairs to herfelf. With thofe views Ihe treated 

Mary with coldnefs, if not incivility ; for 

which the latter had retired from court, and 

devoted her hours to melancholy, and the confi- 

jder^tion of her own fituatlon. Monluc, the 

bifhop of Valence, D'Oyffel, Randan, and 

0ther. French noblemen and gentlemen, who 

had returned from Scotland after the treaty of 

^inburgh, and were perfeftly well inftriicled 

1$, to the j[late pf affairs there, bad candidly 

informed 
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A.D.156X. informed Mary» and her uncles, ofjwhat gresit 
importsince lord James was to her govenji- 
ment, and that he was the only fubjejdl.^^Jio 
could make tlie crown fit eafy upon hfsrjbei^ 
Mary and b^ier uncles believed their . repqit j ^ 
but the latter imagined, that by ^gratifying h^ 
brother^s ambition to the full, he mighjt be.4<t- 
tached from his connexions with EqghwjL; 
and it was therefore refolved to vc{}f& JUQI Q(h 
thing he fhould demand. ^!.,.. ^4 

She gives Mary was at St. Deziers when lord Jaopf 
triwd"""" ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ audience. He acquaintql.Jicr|^ 
jimei. that the beft courfe fhe could purfqe 9f aj^J^. 
return to Scotland without anyibreign.icMjCpV 
and to throw berfelf entirely upon :^^a(- 
feftion of her fubjefts there, who would f^itl^, 
fully obey her as one man, and that he.l^jbAi^^ 
would fet them the example. Mary emj^x^i^. 
this advice fo cordially, that Lefley h,itDS^: 
confefles, that in his next audience, he^iaWwi^- 
had made an impreilion upon her, and that Die . 
was refolved to follow it. » When we impar- 
tially review the commiflions of both dcpnr. 
tie3, it cannot be denied, that Lefley!$> wji^,. 
fraught with perfidy and defpotifm, becaufc jjjt ^ 
tended to break through the faith of .jtrcatiei^ii 
promifes, and every confideration that c^meif^^^; 
fociety, in order to give her arbitrary powei^j^ 
find the means of governing by tlie iwPrdL^' 
Lefley, notwithflanding this, relat;es the af* 
fair with cool qefs and felfrapplaufe, and;^yi; 

bewails 
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bevails Mar/s not having fcdlowed his ad- A.D.is<t. 

Whife lord Tames refided in l?rance, Noailles AverSon of 

. . , "^ the Scotch 

l»ld'l)eeii difpatched to Scotland, from that to the 
Coutty to demand a renewal of the ancient 
Icajgue between the two crowns, a diflblution 
of thfe treaty of Berwick, and that the popifh 
ectlclfiafiics fhould be replaced i n their livings. 
EKisabtKh f^newed her affurances to her friends, 
the eaorls of Glencairn and Morton, and young 
NS^thin^ (who had returned from England) in 
&'ftro^ a manner, that the following homely, 
Sith jkafoi^er was returned to tl^ie three heads 
of lii^ iti^otiation. 
\ ^ EBfft,^hat Fratice had not de ferved, at their* 
kajti^^ tbkt either they or their p»ofterity Ihould 
ett^'Wit& them again into any league or con- 
fiidfaSdcy'offenfive or defenfive; feeing that fa 
twfittttmfly and cruelly they had perfecuted 
thwfi,' their realm and liberties, under pretence 
of aimty and marriage. 

" Second, That befides their confcience, they 
could-ndt take fuch a worldly ihame, as with- 
otit- offence committed to broak the league, 
■uAich, in God's name, they laad made- with 
the», (meaning the Englifli) whom he hath 
mSde'iUftniments to fet Scotland at freedom, 
from 'the tyranny of the French, or at lead of 
dieGuilians, and their fadion. 

^ Tbiyd,'And laftly. That fuch as they called 
bift<n)S^nd churchmen, they knew neither for 

pallors 
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A. D. 1561. paftors of the church, neither yet for any j 

poffcffors of the patrimony thereof ; but undaJr. 
flood them perfeAly to be wolves, thieves, mur 
derers^ and idle bellies : And therefore as Scet*^ 
land hath forfaken their pope and papifiry, fo 
could they not be debtors to his forefwom vaf«: 
fals;^ ' '.'\ 

Lord James 'j-jj^^ g^^j.] ^f Bedford was then in France, ai 

returns to ' 

^coihiid. embaffador from Elizabeth, with her condth 
lance upon the late king's death ; but, in rori '^ 
lity, to fecond Throgmorton in his endeavoiBk^ j 
to procure from Mary, a ratification of tjist 1 
treaty of Edinburgh. Both of them had Qs4rtl> ; 
to confer with lord James, who entered wsuan^ .; 
into their views; but Mary declined gfnRS 
any pofitive anfwer to their demand, tiJiUibBl 
could take the fenfe of her friends in. France* 
and Scotland. This trifling had been fuggeflad: 
to her by her uncle, the cardinal of LoxxsgOti 
who had perfuaded Mary to gratify her biOf 
fher, by promif ing him the earldom of Murray:. 
as foon as flie Ihould return to Scotland, and to 
put all her afiiiirs there under his dire&ioiLe 
Nbtwithftanding thofe magnificent ofidrv 
tlie lord James continued firm in his engage- 
ments with Eli5:abeth, which gave her ever al^' 
tet- a good opinion of his perfon, and fteadi^ 
, nefs of conduct. If we are to believe Mr. Knox^ 
the lord James was in danger of .being aflaffic 
nated at Paris, which is by no means unlik^^ 
when we confider the complexion of the Gui&B^ 

and 
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d the fuiidus Roman catholics there, whom ^* ^* '*^*' 
had difappointed in their applications. He 
1 kept up his intereft, to all appearance, 
th Mary ; and feme time in May he arrived 
Scotland through England. 

tie was received by his Scotch friends with Mary b 
I greateft demonftrations of joy ; and his fuc- b^t'iauf 
5 with the queen equally difmayed his ad- ''*^'^^ 
Varies. The ftates were fitting when he re- 
ued; and he produced letters to them 
m Mary, enjoining that nothing fhould be 
napted cither againft the treaty of Edin- 
tgh^ or the efiablifhment of the reformed re* 
jdii there, till flie fhould arrive in her here- 
ary dominions. Elizabeth, about this time, 
i oidered a fquadron of ihips to cruize in the 
inhel, on pretence of preventing a new de- 
fit iipon Scotland by the French ; and fhe 
jpatcb^d Randolph, one of her ableft agents, 
)Ut the middle of March, to open a new ne- 
gation with the Scotch lords, of the moft 
pbrcant kind. He was ordered to prefs them 
form a league, like that of the princes of 
rmany, for the defence of their religion ; to 
jak all conneiftions with France, which might 
ii^ as formerly, to embroil them with Eng- 
id, and to enter into a new and ftricler con- 
Ifcracy with Elizabeth ; but, above all, he 
18 to procure an afibciation for preventing 
ilrVqueeh's marrying a foreigner, and to 
lige her tQ provide effedually for the future 
Vet.. VI. X fecurity 
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A. D. 1561. fecurity of their liberties. It muft be con? 
fefledy that thofe inftruftions were far fromi 
.being decent towards a fovereign princel^f^ 
and Mary, who had been bred with high no- 
Bur]e)gh*8 tions of her own dignity, refented them* She 
*^^^ had friends in Scotland who had informed her 
i^r^ of all that Randolph was charged with; andui 
^onw-Eii- the next audience flie gave to Tkrogmorton, 1 
June 13. flxc talked to him in a very peremptory fiiki 
She hinted, that flie knew of Elizabeth's prwr 
tices with her rebellious fubjed:s ; and declared» 
fhe was refolved not to take the law frpin themi . 
efpecially as to matters of religion^ in wlfidi ] 
fhe was refolved not to be conftrained. Thi^ j 
morton preffed her to ratify the treaty of Edin- \ 
bur ghf which he faid did not require any con* 
fultation with, or advice from, her Scotch no- 
bility, becaufe they had concluded it, Mary 
demurred to that ; and intimated, that the 
treaty in queftion had neither been made not 
approved of by all her nobility. 
KcgotUti- Throgmorton gave Elizabeth a faithfiil ac- 
ThrosoKr- couut of this couvcrfation ; and, likewife, that 
^"' Mary had demanded a fafe-conduft for herftlf, 

and the fhips that were to attend her, from Eliza- 
beth, with whom fhe was willing to live upon 
good terms ; and, as an earned of her friend- 
ihip, that fhe would fend all the French out of 
Scotland. Elizabeth, who had trufted to the 
firmnefs of the Scotch nobility, dilliked this 
language of independency in Mary, and fuf- 

pefted 
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fe&ed tliat Ihe had been encouraged to it by a. a 1561 
ibme of the parties in the treaty of Berwick. 
Her fufpicions were juft : for Grange, Bal- 
naves, and even the younger Ledington, tho' 
zealous reformers, difliked the diredion which 
Elizabeth had affumed in the affairs of Scot* 
land, which made her addrefs a letter to the 
fates there in an expoftulatory manner, which, 
^ththe anfwer to it, the reader will find in 
tie notes*. Their anfwer was fuch, as be- '^^^^ 

r 

\, •ilUgit trufty, and right entirely beloved coufins, we greet 
jfoas.We doubt not but as our meaning is, and hath always 
li^i^^cc our reign, in the fight of Almighty God, ftraight 
ffPdSill?^ tjoyviirds the advancement of his honour, and truth 
u rdinon, and confequently to procure peace, and maintain 
tfHieoni'betwact both thefe realms of England and Scotland j (b 
aUbliliroatward adls have well-declared the fame to the world, 
and efjpecially to you, being our neighbours, who have tafted 
and provea in thefe, our friendfhip and earneft good-will, more 
ditui,^ we; think* any of your anceftors have ever received from 
! tencc» yes* more than a great number of yourfelves could well 
\ have hoped for of us ; all former examples being well weighed 
*«id coniidered* And this we have to rejoice of, and fo may ye 
be glad, that where Jn the beginning of the troubles in that 
coontrey, and of our fuccours meant for you, the jealoufie, or' 
nther malice of divers both in tliat realm, and other couutrey s, 
was fiich, both to deprive us in the yielding, and you in jre- 
qdring otu* ayd, that we were noted to have meant the fiiriirife 
of thatrbdm, by depriving of your fi)vereign, the queen, of her 
cn]nni;,and you, or the greateft part of you, to have intended 
by our fuccour, the like ; and either to prefer fome other to the 
dia#n, or elfe to make of that monarchic a common weale } 
matters very (landerous and falfe. But the end and determina^ 
tion, yea the whole courfe and procefs of the action, on both 
our parts, have manifefted, both to the flanderers, and to all. 
otfaen, that nothing was more meant and profecuted, than to 
eftabliih your fovereign the queen, our coufin and filler, in her 
ftate and crown, the poiTeilion whereof was in the hands of 
ftiangers. And although no words could then well fatisfie the 
malicious, yet our deeds do declare, that no other thing was 

X a fought, 
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^•0.1561. came ffeemen,. and men of honour ; but fomer §di 
of her former friends among the Scots, treated 

fbught, but the reftltution of that realm to the ancient libertiei 
and, as it were, to redeem it from captivitie. Of t^efe o«r pnr* 
pofes and deeds there remaineth, among other argiupent^ good 
teilimony, by a folemn treaty and accord made the h& jeu it 
Edinburgh, by commiHiohers fent from tis, and frpm yoor 
queen, with full authority in writing, under both, our handtt 
and the great feal of both our realms, in fucb ^ a manner u 
other princes, our progenitors, liavc always ufedi* By ^ which i 
treaty and accord, either of us have faithfully ,acco;^e(l wiA -; 
each other, to keep peace and amity betwixt purfelves, ^or 
countrey, and fubje6l» : And in the fame, alfo, a good ac^?t|rdii * 
made, not only of certain things happened betwixt us, bv^ *Uf 
of feme differences betwixt the minifters of the late Frendj^kwgi 
your fovercign's hufband, and yott the ftates of that realfo^ (or 
the alteration of laws and cuftoms of that countrejr, a^ttQnptfid 
by them. Upon which accord there made and concluded^. hath 
hithei^o followed, as you know, furety to your fovefeign's ftatfi^ 
quietnefs to youi*felves, and a better peace betwixt both realmsy 
th^n ever was heard of in any time paft. Neverthelefsj how it 
happeneth we know not, (we can, for (lie, in her concdt, tbiok- 
eth hcrfelf queen of both) that your fovereign either not know* 
ing in this part her own felicity, or elfe dangerouily feduced by 
ptervcrfe council, whereof we are moft forry ; being of late, at 
fundry times, required by us, according to her bond with us, 
iigned with her own hand, and fealed with the great ieal of that 
realm, and allowed by you, being the ftates of the fame, to ra- 
tifie the faid treaty, in like manner, as we by writing have done, 
and are ready to deliver it to her, who maketh fuch di6hitory 
anfwers thereunto, as what we fliall judge thereof, we perceive 
by her anfwer, it is me^t for us to require of you : For although 
ftc bftth always anfwered, iince the death of her huiband, that 
in this matter (he would firfl underhand the minds of certain of 
you, before that (he would make anfwer 5 and fo having now of 
long time fufpended our expeftation, in the end, notwithftand- 
ing that (he hath had conference both by meflengers, and by 
Come pf yourfelves b^ing with her, yet (lie ftill delayed it, al- 
ledgiRj^ to our cmbafiadour in France, (who faid, that this treaty 
was m^dp by youj: confent) it was not by confent of you all > 
and £q would have us to forbear, untiU (he (hall return into that 
her countiy. And now feeing this her anfwer depended, as it 
fc9\ll(i fc?ni by hef words, upon your opinions^ we cannot but 

plainly 
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Ccc3 and her minifters with very little cere- a. d. 1561. 
mony ; and even reproached them for having 

phinly let you all underftand, that this manner of anfwer, with* 

ODtfome more fruit> cannot long content us. We have meant 

wdl Co our iifter, your queen, in time of oiFencey given to us 

hjf her. We did plainly, without diiRmulation, charge her in 

iierovni doubtfull ftate ; while ftrangers poflelTed her. reahn, we 

bycd it from danger. And now having promifed to keep good 

peace with her, and with you her fubje^s, we have obferved it ; ■ 

and ihall be fony, if either (he or ye ihall give us contrary 

QKufe, In a matter fb profitable to both the realms, we think it 

inmge. that your queen hath no better advice: And. therefore 

IK do require you all^ being the ftates of that realm, upon whom 

dieburdeftrefteth, to confider this matter deeply, and to make us 

nlWer whereunto we may tioifl:. And if you ihall think meet 

fte fiiall thus leave the peace imperfect, by breaking of her fo- 

teaii {Jremife, contnuy to the order of all princes, we &all be 

irell content to accept your anfwer, and flisill be as careleis to 

h the peace kept, a| ye ihall give us caufe : And doubt not, by 

tte grace of God, but whofoever of you ihall incline tbei^oy 

ftall iboneft repents You muft be content with our -plain 

midng. And on the other iide, if you continue all ia one 

9Uod, to have the peace inviolably kept, and ihall fo^ by yotfi^ 

rivice, procure the queen to radfie it, we alfo plainly promife 

joa, that we will alfo continue our good difpofition to keep the 

bmt iii fuch good terms as now it is : And in fo doing, the ho* 

noulr of Almighty God ihall be duely fought and promoted ih 

both realmes i the queen, your fovereign, ihall enjoy her ftate, 

inth yoor fiirety ; and yourfelves pofTefs that which ye have, 

vith tranquillity $ to the increafe of your families and poiterityv 

vhichi by the frequent wars heretofore, your anceilors never 

liad long in one ftate. To conclude, we require yon to adyet- 

tife ut of what mind you be, efpecially if you all continue in 

that mind, that you mean to have the peace betwixt both the 

lealmcs perpetually kept. And if you ihall forbear any longer 

to advertiie us, ye ihall give us fome occailon of doubt, whereof 

more hurt may grow than good. From, &c. 

The Anfwer to the foregoing Letter, by the Council or Junto, 

Madame^ 
Pleaie your majefdt, that with judgement we have coniidered 
your majefkie^s letters: And albeit the whole ilates couid not 
fHfj^jajivlif be allembledj ynt we thought expedient to iignitie 

Ibmevrhwt 



158 THEHISTORT 

A. 0.1561. given their miftrefs bad impreilions of their 
good faith, without being able to prove any 
thing to their difadvantage. In fhort, matters 
were fo circumflanced at this time, that it was 
thought hoftilities would have enfued between 
the two nations; but {aid young Haitian^ in , 
a letter he wrote to Cecil, " I fee, as yet, no 

iHteJ A«. drinking ; and if queen Elizabeth will ijO 
through with us, we will be bold enougn.^ 
Buchanan pretends, that Elizabeth, at this tipify 
had kindly invited Mary to take her }our|iey 
through England, and even faid, that, me 
would be difpleafed, if fhe ihould refi^q tfie 

fomewhat of our mindes unto your majcftie. Far be it from ui| 
that either we take upon us that infamy before the world».cr 
grudge of confcience before our God, that we fhould ligbtl|f 
efteem the obfervation of the peace lately contrafbed betwikt 
thefe two realmes. By what motives our foveraign delayed tlM 
ratification thereof, we cannot tell. But of us (of lis, - we (ay, 
madame, that have protefted fidelity in our prbmife) her ma« 
jeftie had none. Your majeftie cannot be ignorant, that ill this 
realmc there are many enemies ; and farther, that our fovemga 
hath counfellors, whofc judgements fhe in all fuch caiiies pre- 
ferred to ours. Our obedience bindeth us, not only reverently 
to fpeak and write of our foveraign, but alfo to judge and think: 
And yet your majeftie may be well aflured, that in us Ihall be 
noted no blame, if that peace be not ratified to your ntajelKe^s 
contentment. For God is witnefs, that our chief care ia this 
earth, next the glory of God, is, that conftant peace may re- 
main betwixt thefe two realmes, whereof your majeftie wad 
realme ihall have fure experience, fo long as our counfel ^ W0l^ 
may ftop the contrarie. The benefite that we have received- it 
fo recent,, that we cannot lliddainlie bury it in forgetfidiiefi. 
We wovild defirc your majeftie rather to be perfiiaded of u^ tbat 
wf to our powers will ftudy to leave it in remembrance to pur 
poftcrity. And th\is with lawfuU and humble conunendatfoQ 
of our fcrv icr, we rcnnmit your majeftie to the protcd:ion of the 
Cmnipolciir. Ot Edinburgh, the lixteenth day of July, 1561. 

invitation. 
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invitation. That poffibly might be the cafe, A.ai$«f, 
lipon D'OyfleFs firft application to her for a 
iafe-condud ; but it is very certain, from Throg- 
morton's letters, and other ftate-papefs, that, 
tipon Mary's refufing to ratify the treaty of 
Edinburgh, flie flatly refufed, even in a public 
audience, to grant D'OyfleFs requeft. Mary 
compikined of this affront to Throgmorton, at 
Us \^€Xt audience, in. pathetic exppftulatoiy 
tt^ ; and we cannot read his account of their 
coid^edation, without admiring the folidity 
auid" clelicacy of her fentiments. She feems. Letter imn 
"■p^thftanding, ftill to have had a ftrong re- ^JJi^^SI^ 
^tihent of Elizabeth's connections with her ^» I"^ 
xebwiails fubjedts (as ihe called them); 
Jpjj^ there is no denying, that Ihe fecretly 
confidered all the treaty of Edinburgh, and 
the other pacifications between her and them, 
as fo many acls of rebellion, and confequently 
tt UQt, binding her either in honour or confci- 
enocL Throgmorton complained of this to the 
^eQi-mother of France, who had her reafons 
jforju^ifying^her daugliter-in-law; and it was 
fixm. publicly known, that Mary was deter- 
Jiuiv:il to run all chances without any fafe-con* 
dnft. When Throgmorton, in his next audi- 
ence^ t^ed to her on that fubjed, ihe dropt 
the following expreffions, which are remark- 
awy. . prophetic of her future fate: " If my 
preparations (faid Ihe) were not fo much ad- 
Tuced as they are, peradventure the queen 

your 
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A.D. 1561. your miftrefs's unldndnefs might ftay my v(ry- 
age; but now I am determined to adventure 
the matter, whatfoever come of it. I truft the 
wind will be fo favourable, as I ihall not need 
to come on the coaft of England ; and if I do, 
then, monfieur I'ambaiTadeur, the queen yonr 
miftrefs fiiall have me in her hands, to do her 
will of me ; and if fhe be fo hard-hearted as to 
defire my end, fhe may then do her pleafur^ 
and make her facrifice of me : Peradventuit 
that cafually might be better for me than to 
live ; in this matter God's will be fulfilled.^ 
pttpiidcy a From the tomple^Hon of the conferences b^i 
*^' twcen Mary and Throgmorton, flie camiot be 
acquitted of duplicity, and of her having a re- 
ferved view, which was that of her right to the 
crown of England, in her refufing to ratify the 
treaty of Edinburgh. Elizabeth was perfedly 
fenfible of this, and refented it in a manner not 
very common among fovereigns; fqr flie re-^ 
fufed to fuflfer D'Oyflel to repair to Sco^and* 
where he was to have {ipcured the ifle of loch- 
keith, and the caftle of Dunbar^ which wtft 
Jftill poffeffcd by French troops, tfll the aririval 
of Mary in her own dominions. D'Oyflel hav- 
ing returned to France, Mary had a final con* 
ference with Throgmorton, in which (he endea- 
voured to prove, with great addrefs, that the 
principal parts of the treaty of Edinburgh had 
been complied with ; and flie fliifted off the 
blame of not ratifying the fixth article, by pre- 
tending 
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tending that fbe had, ever iince her bufbatid's a« d. is^ 
death, quitted the arms and title of England. 
" To raze (faid flic to Throgmorton) and 
ftrike itlxem out of all the moveables, buildings^ 
and charters in France, is a thing no way in my 
power : And it is more than I can do, to fend 
back the bifiiops of Valence and Randan, who 
are bo fubjeds of mine, into England, to ap- 
pear at a'conference about the iixth article. As 
for die lafl: article, I hope my rebel fubjeds 
will not complain of any great feverity towards 
themi But ihe, I perceive, defigns to prevent 
aay^proofs I might ihow of a merciful difpofi- 
tion toorards them, by refolving to hinder my 
return* What is there now behind in this 
treaty, tb^t can any way prejudice the affairs 
of your miftrefs?. Neverthelefs, to give her 
the full6ft fatisfadion I can, I deiign to write 
to her about thefe matters with my own hand, 
though ihe would not vouchfafe me an anfwer, 
but by her fecretary. But I would advife you, 
who are an ambaiTador, to ad fuitably to . that . 
chdrader i I mean, rather to qualify and com« 
pofe oiatters, than to aggravate and make them 
Worfe.*' 

It -is a matter of fome uncertainty, whether Her pamv 
Elizabeth did aftually give orders for her fleet ^HJ^l 
to intercept Mary in her paflage Jfrom France to 
Scotland. AnEngliflifquadron cruized undoubt- 
edly in the. mouth of the Frith under Winter; 
but Elizabeth's deep policy, (for ihe^ generally 

VouVI. Y had 
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A.Dbf56i. had an oftenfible, and a non-oftenfible reafoit 
for every thing ftie did) pretended, that Win- 
ter was in fearch of certain pirates, vrho ha^ 
interrupted the Englifli navigation. Mary left 
Paris on the twettty-£rft of July, attended by 
the French king, and queen- mother, the dakc 
of Anjou, (afterwards Henry the third) the 
king of Navarre, and the flower of the Frendi 
nobility, who accompanied her to St. Gcr* 
mains. Nothing could be more fplendxd tbaa 
her expedations at this time. She had bees 
^ot only deluded into the fatal opinion of her 
being the true heiref* of the crown of Eng** 
knd ; but (as appears from Throgmorton'3 
difpatehes) that her claim wa& favoured by a 
firong party of the Englifh themfelvcsw Tho* 
the queen-dowager of France beheld her witb 
an evil eye, yet her enmity ceafed when Ihe left 
France ; and all the nnmaiTicd princes in Europe 
were then preparing to pay her their addreSes^ 
She took leave of the royal family of France* 
at St. Germains ; but fhe was efcorted by her 
fix uncles, the duke of Guife, the cardinals of 
Lorrain and Guife, the duke D.'Aumale,. the^ 
marquis D'Elbeuf, the grand prior, who waaF 
admiral of the French gallics, and other great 
noblemen, to Calais. Two gallics, which had 
been dcftined for the relief of Leith, were; 
there waiting for her ; and Ihe embarked on. 
board one of them about the fifteenth, of Au- 
guft, being attended by .two other tranfports- 

:- She 
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She tlica looked upon France as her' natiye A.D.i5eM. 
■country ; and as it had been the fcene of her 
.grandeur and plealures, it is not furprizing 
that fhc left it with the moft violent emotions, 
which were, perhaps, heightened by certain 
prefeqtiments of what afterwards befel her. 
After (he was embarked, flie ordered the couch, 
m which fhe was to fleep, to be fpread upon 
the deck^ and inceflantly fixed her eyes on 
the French coaft, till the view was interrupted 
by darknefs. The fight was fo pleafing to her 
ideas, that £he ordered the pilot to awaken 
icr next morning, if France was ftill in view 
of the ihip, which happened to be the cafe ; 
and fixe took her leave of that beloved coaft, 
.with the words " Farewcl France ! Farewel 
France ! I flxall never fee y-ou more !" Accord- 
ing to Lefley and Brantome, who were both 
in the fame fhip with Mary, the weather 
proved, at once, both favourable and foggy ; 
and Ihe landed at Leith on the twentieth of 
Augiifi. It is remarkable, however, that one 
of the ftips that attended her (having the earl 
of Eglington on board) was taken by the Eng- 
liih fquadron, but foon after fet at liberty. 
This, with fome colour of reafon, was confi- 
dered as a prefumption, that the Englifh ihips 
Jay in wait for Mary's perfon. 

When (he arrived in Scotland, fhe was at- FTcr arrival 
tended by her three uncles, the duke D'Au- ''' ^'''**"**' 
male, the grand prior, and the marquis D'KI- 

Y 2 bcuf. 
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A D. i5fii, beuf, befides the marfhal D'Anville, fon aad 
heir to the great coirftable Montmorenci, and 
other principal perfonages of the French court 
Her equipages and furniture were elegant, J 
cofily, and becoming her high fiation; and 
the fine tiifte (he had acquired in painting 
muiic, poetry, and all the liberal arts, bad^ 
fair to introduce lefe ferocious and more foft- 
ened modes of living into that country. Her -3 
appearance and attractions were fo captivatingi j 
that the fmalleft traces of oppofition to her or ; 
her family, were not difcernible among her ; 
fubjects, who vied with each other in their de- ^ 
monftrations of loyalty. She was moft refpcfr ^ 
fully attended by the iearls of Huntley, Athol, 
Crawford, Marilchal, Rothes, with othernoble* 
men and tarons of diftinftion. After repofing | 
for fome time at Leith, fhe wa$ carried to the ■ 
abbey of Holyrood - houfe ; but flic feemed 
fliocked at the rude manners and mean apr 
pearance of her people. This, however, may 
be eafily accounted for, by obferving, that the 
place where flie landed, and that where ihe 
took up her refidence, had been, for fome 
years, fcenes of the moft barbarous devafia* 
tions, by domeftic and foreign enemies. The 
great mep into whofe hands the government 
had fallen, had no other ftudy but how to &• 
pire themfelves in poffeffion of the eftates they 
had acquired from the fpoils, either of th« 
pown or the church. Every nobleman's houft^ 

hoy 
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hxAd and following were the fole objeA of his A.D.i56y. 
attention. All his care was to render his te- 
nants and vaffals poor, that they might be de- 
pendent ; and his courage was exerted only in 
barbaroufly gratifying private animofities and 
quarrels with his neighbours. Thus, at the 
tifflc of Mary's arrival in Scotland, it feemed 
to be parcelled out into a number of independ- 
ent, fmall, fiates, whofe heads were deipotic 
princes, having little connexion with each 
Qther, and no dependence upon the crown. 

The middling ranks of people were fenfible ?''>«« Ae 
of their own unhappinefs ; and hoped to find in tioniteiy n. 
the authority of their fovereign, a remedy for 
aQ their grievances. Her court was crowded 
by a numerous refort from all quarters of the 
Idogdom ; and ihe faw, with pleafure, the af- 
fedionate, though) perhaps, rude, manner in 
which they endeavoured to teftify their joy, 
and that they were fufceptible of much greater 
improvements in the arts of civil life. Her 
firft minifier, at this time, was the lord James; 
a proof that fhe was refolved, if poffible, to 
keep fair with the congregationifts. Whatever 
private views of ambition he might have en- 
tertained at that period, he certainly kept firm 
to the interefts of the Reformation, and his en- 
gagements with Elizabeth. Both he and Le- 
dington, however, knew that thofe engage- 
ments were highly difpleafing to Mary's uncles 
^nd friends ; and they thought that ihe only 

fought 



t66 THE HISTORY 

A«i^.T56i. fought for a favourable opportunity of divid- 
ing them from their party, and then bnnging 
them to an account for their former condnA. 
There is reaibn to believe, that Maitland, fix» 
after Mary's arrival, privately reconciled ihim- 
felf to her views, in a manner that was confit 
tent with his verfatile charad:er ; but I am in* 
dined to think, that lord James remained ftill 
iinihaken in his former profeilions. 
Sheisrcj. Randolph was then refident, o;: agent, for 
ntify ths Elizabeth's affairs in Scotland ; but upon Mar 
w2. ry's return thither, he received the charafter | 
of embaflador, with orders to infifi: upon Mary : 
ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh. He, at the 
fame time, was infiruded to deny, in the moft 
folemn manner, that his miftrefs had ever in- • 
tended to intercept Mary in her paffage ta 
Scotland; and Elizabeth fignified the fam^ 
thing in her letters to Mary. To give the bet- . 
ter colour to this apology, Randolph wa$ 
charged to complain of certain Scotch pirates^ 
who, under letters of marque, which had been 
granted them againft the Portuguefe, had 
robbed a number of his catholic majefty's, and , 
other fliips in the open feas ; and requiring, 
that, if found in Scotland, they fliould . be 
delivered up to public juftice. It does not apt 
pear, that at Randolph's firft audience, men* 
tion was made of any affair, but that of the 
pirates. Mary gave Randolph a favourable 
and polite reception ; but difliked his reiiding 

in 
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i in Scotland^ as embaiTador frcnn Elizabeth. a.d..i5Mi 
f She threw out to lord James fome intimations 
of his former tampering with her fubjefts; 
•* But (faid fee) I will have another there as 
crafty as he,'^ meaning young Maitland of 
Leding^on. That gentleman was then fecre« 
tary of ftate for Scotland ; and received his in- 
flrudiions both from Mary arid her nobility, as 
embafiador to Elizabeth. This appointment 
is, in my opinion, a full proof, that Mary 
thought Maitland and his friends were then 
detached from their connexions with Eliza* 
betb ; and, indeed, her compliances with the Re- 
formers were fuch, in matters of religion, as 
might well encourage her in that belief. She 
did not hefitate a moment in giving Elizabeth 
all the fatisfadion fhe had required, concerning 
the [nrates. She affected to carefs Randolph, 
wheB he appeared at her court ; but above ally 
flie indulged the proteftants in the full enjoy- 
ment of their religion, being contented with 
referving to herfelf the private exercife of the 
mafs in her own apartments ; and ihe even 
made it capital to attempt any inmovation in 
favour of the old religion. 

All the ftate-papers and letters of that time, Penetratioii 
many of which never were intended for publi- ^ "^' 
cation, concur in faying, that Knox ftill fuf- 
peded Mary to be infincere in what flie had 
granted to the proteftants ; and we learn from 
himfelf, that he highly condemned even the 

lord 
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A«D»i56x. lord James^ for his confenting thtt ibe migtt 
have the exercife of the mafs in her apartments. 
That nobleman had ftill ftuck by the dedan^ 
tion he made, when he was fent from his party 
to France, that he never would confeut that 

I 

the queen fhould be indulged in having the 
mafs publicly celebrated ; but he thought his 
honour engaged in proteding her in its pri* ] 
vate exercife. His two brothers, the lord j 
John prior of Coldingham, and the lord Ro- j 
bert abbot ^of Holy-rood houfe, who had like- : 
wife declared themfelves proteflants, agreed in 
opinion with lord James; and even guarded 
the door of the royal chapel to prcfervc the 
priefl from infult, while he was peiforming - 
his office. * This moderation, or defeftion, as ' 
it was called, in the queen's three baftard bro- 
thers, gave great offence to Knox and his 
party ; and the earl of Arran entered a very 
warm, and indeed enthufiaftical, proteftatioa 
againft the indulgence that had been fhewn to 
the queen. 
A privy- On the fixth of September, the queen ap- 

^te4.'^' pointed a privy- council, confifting of the duke 
of Chatleheraut, the earls of Arran, Huntley, 
Argyle, Bothwell, Errol, Marifchal, Athol, Mor- 
ton, Montrofe and Glencairn ; ^e lord James, 
and the lord Erlkine, with the treafurer, fecre- 
tary of ftate, clerk of regifter, andjuftice cleric 
We are told with great appearance of truths 
that this lift of privy-counfellors had been dic- 
tated 
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tated by the lord James; and the members ap- a,d. is6i# 

pointed, were fo nearly connefted with him 

and his party, that feveral people, according to 

Lefley, thought that he had formed a dcfign 

to poffefs himfelf of the crown. Thus much 

may be truly faid, that fome perfons in the 

Eft conld not be fuppofed very agreeable to 

Mary. The duke of Chatleheraut was fo far 

from coming to court, that he was bufy, to 

Mary's great difquiet, in fortifying his caftle of 

Dumbarton ; and his fon the earl of Arran had, 

as we have feen, declared open war againft the 

mafi ; and faid, that he would not come near a 

court where it was celebrated. 

The inftruftions of Maitland were fraught Ncgotjatioit 
with general profeffions of friendfhip and re- und."'" 
fye€t for that princefs ; but thefe could not 
amufe Elizabeth and her minifters, efpecially 
Gecilf who ftill kept up his correfpondencc 
with Knox. They demanded the ratification 
of the treaty of Edinburgh ; but Mary, by this 
time, had been told, that the Englifli council 
had declared it, under their hands, to be their 
opinion, that ihe was not the next heir to the 
orown of England, after Elizabeth's deceafe. 
Ifr does not appear, whether this intelligence 
was not an invention of Mary's fecret enemies, 
to embroil her with Elizabeth ; but it is cer- 
tain, that no mention is made of it in Leding- 
ton's inftruftions, though it is more than 
probable, that he had received private direc* 
Vol. VI. Z tions 
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A.D.1561, tions from Mary on that head. Buchanan 
gives a particular, and Camden a more gene- 
ral, relation of what paffed on this head, be- 
tween Elizabeth and the Scotch embafiador,. 
both which do not differ much from the ftate-. 
papers,^ and the relations of other hiftorians. 
Upon Elizabeth's demanding the ratification of. 
the treaty of Edinburgh, Maitland required, 
that commiffioners might be appointed to re- 
view it. He propofed, that his miftrefe, the. 
queen of Scotland, fliould not ufe the titles or 
arms of England, while Elizabeth, or any if- 
fue from her, was alive ; but, at the fame timq, 
that Elizabeth fliould bind herfelf, and hcTj 
pofterity, to do nothing in prejudice of Mary's 
fucceflion to the crown of England. This 
was touching Elizabeth upon fo tender a point,: 
that flie never would fufFer it to be difcufled. 
by her moft favourite minifters and counfdi-' 
lors. She could not conceal her difpleafure 
and indignation at its being propofed by afo-' 
- reign embaffador. At laft, flie infifted upon 
Mary's ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh, pre*, 
vious to all other confiderations ; and thiit it was* 
an unprecedented, thing for any prince to'dih* 
clare his, or her, fucceffor in their own life-time.. 
Maitland endeavoured to fliew, that the cafe 
of his miftrefs differed from any other of the- 
fame kind,' on account of the injuries that had 
been done to her family's fucceffion, by former 
kings and parliaments of England; and in 

prejudice 
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prejudice of the marriage contraft between a. d. 1561. 
James the fourth, and Margaret, daughter to 
Henry the feventh. With regard to the rati- 
fication demanded by Elizabeth, he reprefented 
her inexperience in the affairs of her king- 
dom; the perpetual hurry flie had been en- 
gaged in, ever fince her arrival in Scotland; 
and her having, at the time of his departure 
from thence, not fixed a privy-council, whom 
ihe was to confult in the management of her 
affairs. 

It muft be candidly admitted, that if Eliza- Difficuittes 
beth had her objeftions to the conduft of Mary, * *" "**/ * 
for delaying her ratification of the treaty of 
Edinburgh, and affuming the arms of Eng- 
land, thofe of Mary were equally ftrong, for 
no longer fuffering her fucceflion to be preca- 
rious^ and to remain in the breaft of Elizabeth, 
and her parliament. Elizabeth, at I aft, feemed 
to make fome allowances for the arguments 
^vanced by Maitland ; and nominated Sir Pe- 
ter Meutas to repair to Scotland, to demand 
t-he ratification, or Mary's reafons for refufing 
it, which fhe might communicate either to her 
embafiador, Randolph, in converfation, or to 
herfelf by writing. Mary chofe the latter 
courfe ; and fome idea of her ftile and man- 
ner may be formed from the following paffage 
of her letter to Elizabeth, on this occafion : 
*• We fliall not, fays Ihe, touch now at what 
tune the treaty was paffed, by whofe command* 
- • ' Z 2 menty 
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A.D.is6i ment, what minifters, how they were aih 
thorized, nor particularly examifie the fufr 
ficlency of their commiffion, though the moft i 
{lender of thefe heads deferve confideraticm# ' 
How prejudicial that treaty is to the title aad 
intereft which may fall to us by birth and na* 
tural defcent of your own lineage, may be ea- 
fily perceived by infpeftion of the treaty itfelf | 
and how flenderly a matter of fo great conie* 

kcith, p, quence is wrapt up in obfcure terms." Upon' 
the whole, Mary did not direclly refufe Ac 
ratification required of her ; and exprelled her- 
felf, on all occafipns, as being ftrongly inclined 
to have a perfonal interview with Elizabeth ; a 
propofal that was far from being agreeaUe to . 
Knox and his party, whofe motions I am now 
to attend. 

Mary q :ef- Thc iodccent proteftation maxle by the eaxl 
of Arran, which 1 have mentioned, contained 
the re;il fentiments of that preacher; and it i» 
amazing with what ipirit and intrepidity ha 
refiftcd the importunities of the moft populai?- 
heads of his party, that he would moderate^ 
his zeal, at leaft, while the queen continued ta 
give no public offence by the public profeflxon 
of her religion. On the laft of Auguft, h^ 
preached a fermon, with more acrimony thaii 
ever, againft popery, which he called idolatry,' 
declaring that one mafs (and only one had been* 
then celebrated in the queen's chapel) was 
jpore frightful to him, than if ten thoufand 
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arnied enemies were landed in any part of the a^b. 156s* 
kingdooL The heads of his own party were 
offended at this intemperate declaration, and 
^llfc^ to him in pretty free terms concerning 
it» abfurdity ; but to no purpofe. Mary was 
[lot ignorant of this incident, and ordered 
^ox to attend her, which he accordingly 
Hd ; and he himfelf, in his Hiilory, has left a 
ietail of the converfation. Randolph men^ 
cions it in one of his difpatches to Cecil, a,nd 
Ciys, ** he knocked fo haftily upon her heart, 
that he made her to weep, as well you know 
there be fome of that {cs that will do that as 
Wiell for anger as for grief." The converfation, 
in (hert, ended very little to the fatisfadion of 
either pairty. Mary taxed him with hi$ furious 
invedives againft all who di£fered with him in 
opinion; with the intemperate language he 
i^uji^ ufe of in his fermons ; and with the doc- 
trine of his book againft the government of 
women. The apology that Knox offered for 
his canduA, confifted in railing agaii;ift the 
idolatry of the mafs, and in profeiling, that 
he would give to her fuch reverence as be- 
COHifeth the painifters of God unto the fuperior 
ppwers. 

The fermons of Knox had fuch an eflFeft, as ^^ ^f ^i^ 
once fpore to threaten the public tranquillity. Reforxncn. 
An attempt was made by fome of the zealous 
Heformerg to deftroy the papers and furniture 
of the <]ueea s chapel, where the prieft was 
. . ^ preparing 
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A. 0.136*. preparing to celebrate mafs, on the firft of 
November. This daring infult was refentcd 
by the lord James, and the earl of Huntley; 
but in a very different manner. The former 
had, by his perfonal authority, quieted thc-tu- 
. mult ; but Huntley was for fanguinary mca- 
fures, and offered to the queen's uncles, if ihc 
would give him permiffion, to re-eftabliih ihc 
mafs, by force, in all the northern countkti 
Mary, adhering fiill to her moderate condii£^ ^ 
rejefted Huntley's propofal ; and flie, undoobt* j 
edly, about this time, as will appear plainly in ^ 
the fequel, had adopted the fcheme fuggefted \ 
by Henry the eighth to her father, I mean | 
that of fei^ing all the abbey-lands. She was 
' encouraged in this, by the great refpe& and 1 
affe&ion that all her fubjeds, excepting Knox 
and his followers, expreffed for her, on their 
being difcountenanced by the other heads of 
the congregation. Several of them, though 
they had been always deemed ilaunch Reform- 
ers, began to queftion the favourite maxim 
of Knox, that fubjefts might attempt to fup- 
prefs the idolatry of the prince. 
Mary'tpab- When Mary made her public enti*y into 
Into Edin- Edinburgh, fhe was received with all the ho* 
""^ ' nours, coft, and expence, which that metro* 
polis could afford; but in the pageants pre- 
fen ted to her, according to the cuftom of the 
time, the moft provoking liberties were taken^ 
to infpire her with a horror for the Roma&' 

catholic 
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Catholic religion. A mock altar was ered:ed a«d. 1561. 
for performing the ceremonies of the mafs ; 
and upon it were burnt Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. A prieft would have made up the 
quadrumvirate, had not the exhibition been 
prevented by the earl of Huntley. 

Maitland was now returned to Scotland, ?f?**!u 
^hich the duke- D'Aumale and other French ^n^^^* 
nobility had left ; the marquis D'Elbeuf, who af- 
feded an indifference as to matters of religion, 
alone remaining with Mary. About the time 
of their departure, ihe had come to a refolution 
to make a progrefs . through the towns of Lin- 
lithgow, Stirling, Perth, Dundee, and St. An- 
drew's. She was received at all of them, as flie 
bad been at Edinburgh, with great affeclion for 
her perfbn ; but the ftrongeft marks of dctefta- 
tion for her religion. Upon her return, Ihe 
difplaced fome of the magiflrates of Edinburgh, 
on account of their having included priefts and 
nuns ia a proclamation for removing whore- 
noongers. and adulterers out of that town. This 
is fome proof, that Mary flill retained a confi- 
derable temporal authority in her kingdom. 
All this time, Mary continued to carefs Ran- 
dolph, and applied herfelf, with great earnefi- 
nefi, to remove the diforders of the borders, 
that Ihc might come to a perfect agreement 
xnth Elizabeth. The character of Mary, and 
her two chief minifters^ at this time, is thus 
defcribed by Randolph, whom we cannot fuf- 

pedl 
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A.D. 1561. pefl: of partiality in her favour. •• I recdlYC of 
her grace, at all times, very good words. I am 
bom in hand by fuch as are neareft about hav 
as the lord James, and the lord of Ledingto% 
that they are meant as they are fpoken : lU 
them above all others in credit, and find in 
them no alteration, though there be that com* 
plain, that they yield too much unto her app^ 
tite; which yet I fee not. The lord James ;] 
dealcth according to his nature, rudely, hoihd)r^ 
and bluntly ; the lord of Ledington more deli- 
cately and finely, yet nothing fwervcth firom 
the other in mind and effeA. She is patient to 
" hear, and beareth much." 

From the fame difpatch we learn fom6 farther 
particulars, that the duke of Chatleheraut vras 
fhy of coming to court ; that he Ti^as fo immea' 
furably covetous, that he did not allow his fon 
money to make a decent appearance according ^ 
to his rank. This young nobleman's charader 
was Angular. Having been fucceffiVely flat- 
tered with the hopes of marrying two fove-- 
reign princeffes, the queens of England aad 
Scotland, he conceived fuch a love fot the lat- 
ter, as contributed to bring on that infanity in 
which he ended his days. In the moft violent 
fiages of his paffion, however, his 2eal for 
religion impelled him to commit fuch a£b of- 
extravagance, as rendered him the moft dis- 
agreeable objedt to his royal miftrefs of any in. 
her dominion?^ It appears as if, at this time, 

Marf 
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Mary had thought flie was in a condition to a. 0.1561, 
give fome encouragement to her Roman catho- 
lic fubjefts. She had committed to the caftle 
of Edinburgh Archibald Douglas, provoft of 
■ that town, on account of the proclamation wc 
have already mentioned; and had ilTued a pro- 
damation, granting liberty to all good and 
faithful fubjefts to repair and remain within 
the burgh at their pleafure, fcr doing their 
lawful and ordinary bufinefs. The zealous Re- 
formers confidered this proclamation as invit- 
ing Roman catholics to repair to court. The 
queen's maffes were celebrated with greater 
pomp than formerly ; and the archbifliop of 
8t Andrew's made a triumphal entry, attended 
by eighty horfe, into Edinburgh, and a procef- 
fion through its High-Street. The earl of 
Huntley, who had been created chancellor, now 
profeffed himfelf a violent Roman catholic; 
and even the feverity of lord James was fo far 
jclax§d, that he had fuffered his marriage with 
the earl of Marifchars daughter, to be cele- 
brated by a.mafquerade. Knox, as ufual, de- 
claimed with the greateft afperity of language 
againfl: thofe luxuries, and (fays Randolph, in 
the difpatch I have mentioned) " his feverity 
keepeth us in marvelfous order. I commend 
better the fuccefs of his doings and preachings 
than the manner thereof, though I acknow- 
ledge his doftrine to be found : His prayer is 
daily for her. That God will tu^n her obftinatc 
I Vol. VI. A a heart 
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A. D. 1561. heart againft God and his truth; or if the 
holy will be otherwife, to flrengthen the heartg 
and hands of his chofen and eled^ floutly to 
withftand the rage of all tyrants, in words 
terrible enough.^ 
^hliZdL '^^^ aflFairs of England, and the reduftion 
of the* borders to a ftate of tranquillity, next 
Papers! ' claimed Mary's attention. Elizabeth had made 
^' ^ '* fome ineflfeftual efforts for proving a pre-con* 
traft between the earl of Angus and a lady 
Traquair, which might have affefted the law- 
fulnefs of the marriage between that carl and 
the daughter of Henry the feventh. Elizabeth 
was foon convinced of the abfurdi^y, as wdl 
as injufticc, of this attempt ; and to make fomo 
atonement, ihe had been laviih of the honouri 
and compliments flie bellowed on fuch of thd 
French nobility as had accompanied Mary to 
Scotland, and rhofe to return home by tho 
v/ay of England. Mary expreffed great fatis* 
faftion at this, and talked to Randolph in tWi 
jnoft friendly manner. When (he was prefled 
by her uncles to marry the duke de Nemonrsi 
or any other prince upon the continent, ih6 
declared, in public, that flie would have nd 
hufband but her fitter of England ; facetioufly 
adding, that if one of the two queens bad- 
been a man, it would have been eafy to havtf 
terminated, for ever, all differences betweeiy 
th(^ two kingdoms, ^t 

• - * • - ■■ 3 Q 
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• To prove the fiiiccrity of thofe profeffions, a.d.is^i. 
Mary intimated feveral times to Randolph, J^J^jf^^^^ 
that ihe was refolved to give Elizabeth all fa- 
tisfadion with regard to the diforders com- 
mitted on the frontiers by. the Scotch border- 
ers; and that ihe had appointed the lord Hume 
for that purpofe, till her brother, the lord 
James, could be furniflied with a force fuf- 
fident to fubdue them effe^ally* In the mean 
while, ihe begged that none of her diforderly 
fabje^ ihould find refuge in England, It was ^^^ '3- 
accordingly refolved, in Mary's council, that 
a grand juftice-court fhould be held in Jed* 
bni^h^ and another in Dumfries ; and that let- 
ters Ihould be iflued, charging all the earls, 
lords, barons, gentlemen^ landed men, and 
free-holders, within the bounds of Edinburgh 
principally, and within the conftabulary of 
Hadineton, Linlithgow, Stirling, Clacmannan^ 
Kinrofi^ Fife, Berwick, Peebles, Selkirk and 
Roxburgh, that they, with their fubi^antial 
hoafliolds, ^ Weill bodin in fcir of weir, (well 
fumifhed for war) in their moft fubftantial man- 
ner, meet James, commendator of St. An^ 
drew's, and Pittenweem, lieutenant, at Lauder^^ 
the thirteenth day of November next to come, 
and pafi forward with him to Jedburgh.'- 
Other orders were paffed at the fame time, 
and for the fame purpofe ; and nothing was 
Omitted that could contribute to the grandeur 
and fiifety of lord James, and t^at he might 

A a 2 appear 
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A. D. 1561. appear with a force ahd fplendor equal to Voy* 
alty itfelf. I have been the more particular as 
to this tranfadion, becaufe both Buchanan 
and Knox, who lived at the time, and upon 
the fpot, have reprefented the giving him the 
command in this expedition, as intended not 
to do him honour, but to expofe him to 
danger. It is remarkable, likewifc, that he 
was one of the four privy-counfellors who ' 
were prefent when the order pafled, the other 
three being the carls of Huntley, Marifchal, 
and Bothwell. 

^ithfuc The lord James performed his commiifion 
with great efficacy; but I think with greater ho- 
nour to his juftice than his courage. He hang- 
ed twenty-eight of the moft notorious dl^lin* 
quents; he fent many of them prifoners to 
Edinburgh, and obliged others to give fecurlty 
for their good behaviour. This fervice ren- 
dered him ftill more confpicuous than he was 
before. Upon his return, Mary appeared to- be 
fo well fatisfied with it, that fhe created him 
earl of Marr; but the lord Erfkinc having 
proved a family right to that title, lord James 
afterwards exchanged it for .that of Murray. 
During his abfence upon his border expedition, 
the popifh party made a frelh effay for refu- 
ming their influence. The archbifhop of St 
Andrew's, the bifhops of Dublin and Caith- 
nefs, with the bifliop of Rofs, prefident of the 
feffion, repaired to court ; and Edinburgh was 

filled 
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filed with Roman catholics. An accident which a, d. 1561. 
.bppcned during their refidence there, per- 
haps difconcerted them. All of a fudden, on 
the night of the fixteenth of November, the 
court was. alarmed with a report, that the earl 
of Arranr was at hand with an armed force to 
carry oflF the queen. The confternation which 
this occafioned is inconceivable. All the ave- 
nues to the court were immediately fearched 
and guarded ; the paffages to the queen's bed- 
chamber were barricaded ; and after fome de- 
liberation it was refolved, that the lords who 
were lodged in the palace fhould form them- 
fdveSy and their followers, into a regular 
gnard againft any furprize. Buchanan pre- ^n dam 
tends, that the whole of this alarm was a con- 
tnvaoce between Mary and her baftard bro- 
ther, .the lord John, in order to find a pretext 
to raife a regular body-guard, which was to at- 
tend her, after the manner of foreign courts. 
Whatever may be in this conjefture, (for it 
can be no more) it appears, that ^ before this 
time, the earl of Arran had actually com- 
mitted ads of lunacy, and had crofled the 
Forth. from St. Andrew's, though attended- 
only by one or two followers. It is certain, 
that all the Reformed party confidered the 
whole as a contrivance of the queen. The 
duke of Cli,atleheraut complained to Mary, 
in very high terms, of the afperfion that had 
keen call upon his family ; and demanded, 

that 
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^*D.i56t. that the authors fiiould be profecuted and po- 
nifhcd upon the Statute of Leafing-m^kiog* 
All that Mary did, was to purge herfelf^ ifi 
the ftrongeft terms, of any intention to hiSt 
or his family's, prejudice; but this gave fo lit- 
tle fatisfaftion to the duke, that he retired 
from court, and fliut himfelf up in his caftki 
of Hamilton. 

inju^icc of The violent prepoffeffions which the proteftant 
hiftorians of this reign entertained againft Mary; 
their being unacquainted with, or enemies to^ 
the higher modes of life ; but, above all, thdr 
averfion to the Roman catholic religion, have 
not fufFered them to reprefeht her condud: or 
fituation in a favourable, or, indeed, fair ligbt 
Without having recourfe to the reprefentatioas 
of Lefley, (who, perhaps, en-ed on the other ex- 
treme) if we confult Randolph, whofe narrativeis 
far from being partial to Mary, they admit of a 
more pleafing view. From him it is plain^thtC 
thegeneral declamations of Buchanan and Cnox». 
againft the licentious living of the queen and 
her court, was founded only upon the inqo« 
cent diverfions of which, from her former 
ftate of life, and perhaps by nature flie was 
fond. Thefe were, indeed, incompatible with 
the gloomy fentimcnts of fuch religionifts M 
Knox ; but they were far from being difagree* 
able even to the lord James, or the leading 
men of quality among the Reformers ; fo that 
the diflike they afterwards ihewed to them» 

probably 
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pobably proceeded from political motives.- a.d.jj^** 
Her perfonal behaviour was irreproachable ; 
for though Randolph was in the fecret of 
Knox and all the R.eformers, yet we find np 
imputation of levity, far lefs of immorality, laid 
:o her charge. On the contrary, he tells Ce- 
il, that ihc had feverely reprimanded fomc 
)f her principal courtiers, who had behaved riot-^ 
mfly upon the ftreets of Edinburgh. We may 
ikewife gather, from more than one of the 
imc minifter's difpatches, that the behaviour 
rf the earl of Arran, Knox, and the zealous 
ilefoi'mers towards her, was difrefpeclful, and 
iinbecoming in fubjects. 

With regard to Mary's political and religi- ^ a arf 
[)lis^nd;yict (forthe one is connected with the ^ary. 
3ther), I am inclined to think, that flie was 
iriveti from the plan of moderation flie had 
laid down, by the intractable undutiful beha- 
riour of the fame zealots ; and this I apprehend 
Buft appear from the reprefentation of fafts in. 
yirhich all parties are agreed ; but when I fay 
this, I am far from denying, that flie had a 
[trong biafs for. popery, and an averfion to- 
ivards the proteftant religion. She had, how- 
5vcr, placed the head of that religion in her 
dominions, at the head of her councils. She 
liad nfiade him her own delegate ; and notwith«r 
(landing his acknowledged feverity of man-^ 
ocni, he was, at this time, an advocate not. 
Bfily for her conduct, but her fincjeritv. After- 
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A. D. 1561. he had reduced the borderers, and entered into- 
an agreement ^i^ith the lord Gray, and Sir John 
Fofter, two of the Englifli wardens, for the fu- 
ture pacification of thofe parts, and had 1^ 
turned to Edinburgh, the queen immediately dff-. 
miffed the guard of noblemen, which had given fo 
much offence to the Reformers ; and her behavi- 
our to the Roman catholic bifhops was wife and 
' fteady. They took the advantage of that" Op- 
portunity to apply to be reftoredto their power 
and temporalities, and offered to raife a"* hrgc 
contribution on that condition. Mary's an^ 
fwer was, that their caufe muft cotne under 
the cognizance of a parliament ; adding, that 
^ that which is done by an order and good 
advice may longeft continue." The prelaifeti 
finding themfelves difappointed in this applica- 
tion, complained of the lord James as hsiving 
too, great authority in the kingdom, and of 
young Maitland having " a crafty head and a 
fell ({harp) tongue ;'* but their chief apprehen- 
fion arofe from- the propofed interview between 
Mary and Elizabeth, which they thought muft 
tenninate in the utter ruin of the catholic reli- 
gion in Scotland, and her own converfion to 
proteftantifm. Mary gave them no fatisfac- 
tion as to any of their complaints ; and^ at laft, 
Ihe difmiffed them fomewhat abruptly. Tlus 
application of the prelates, and its failure, is a 
proof, I think, that Mary (at that time at leaft) 
avlcd without any duplicity towards her pro* 

tefiant 
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nfceftant fubjeds. She is charged, with fome a p. 13^ 
jufHce, for having afterwards departed from 
<thofe principles of moderation ; to account jfor 
which^ it is neceffary I fliould here take a rfi- 
«Yiew of what was pafllng upon the continent, 
and in England* 

' The queen-mother of Frlnce, after Mary's A^tnof 

departure to. Scotland, became poffeffed of the n^u'^ 

legency, and openly favoured the French hu« 

^nots^ in oppoiition to the Guifes^ of whofe 

power and influence fhe was jealous. As fier 

proceedings feemed to point at the eflabliflin^ent 

of the Reformation in France, the Guifes united 

themfelves with the conftable ; and the queen- 

jDOth^ being afraid, that the proteflants W0ul4 

iaveSt the regency in the king of Navarre, <:on« 

iented to the famous conferences at Poifly, be« 

.tweea the heads of the Romifli and the prote- 

fiant clergy, their principal champions being 

the cardinal of Lorrain, Mary's uncle, and Th^ 

odore Beza. Xhofe conferences, as ufuaUy 

happens in fuch cafes, left the breach between 

the two parties wider than even They, how- 

icvcr^ gave .the king of Navarre, who had aU 

ways profefled great moderation in religious 

natters^ a handle for declaring himfelf in fa«> 

iQDur of the Roman catholics. That prince wai 

well known to be immerfed in pleafure, jmd 

jndiffierent as to all religion, tho' pot without 

•fimie ambition, and he had been pradif^d tipon 

by the GuiiCe& They knew of what import* 

Voju VL B b anc^ 
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A. D. 1561. ancb it was to fix him on their fide ; and tti^ 
not only offered him their niece, the queen of 
Scotland, in marriage, but' to prevail with Afe 
king of Spain to rellore him to his dominioni. 
Thofe flattering propofals won the king of Na- 
varre entirely over to the Guifes, - whofe partji 
by this accefiion, became fironger than that of 
the queen-mother. A pacification was theft 
fubfifling between the Roman catholics and tte 
hugonots; but it was broken (it is uncefrtaift 
whether by defign or chance) by the duke of 
Guife, at a place called Vaffy. This inddcnt 
threw all France again into' arms. The dute . 
of Guife, the conftable, and the marihal St. 
Andre, obliged the queen-mother, againft her 
will, to fuffer them to carry the young kin{ 
to Paris, which was the head-quarters of tbt 
Roman catholics ; and a frefh pacification be* 
ing foon after concluded, the king was left ia 
the hands of the queen-mother, and the Idng 
of Navarre. The Guifes appear, adually, t6 
have b€en in earned; in their propofal of a mtr^ 
riage between Mary- and the king of Navarre^ 
for the pope was applied to for a divotcc h€^. 
tween that prince and his queen, becaufe ite 
was a declared heretic. An embafiador from 
Savoy, one Moref, arrived in December :rt 
Mary's court, on pretence of congratnlartkig 
her On her return to Scotland ; but probably 
as ati agent for fhe pope, in the affair of her 
marrisfge with the king of Navarre, or fomfe 

other 
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.Q^erRonian catholic prince. Randolph, tho^ a. 0.1561, 
m»abie to coi^e at the truth, faw that Mary 
Vas dieeply impreffed with what he faid ; and, 
softer his arrival, there was a vifible alteration 
of her €ondu<5t towards her proteftant fub- 

A modem reader muft have a very confufed f^*! **^ 

.J ." ' ■ ' Scotland*. 

idea of the ftate of Scotland at this time,' un- 
Icfi it is explained, I have already obfervcd, 
tibat the zeal of many of the nobility for the 
\ Befpripation was quickened by interefted mo- 
tive. They had become, by means not the 
iQpft j|]fiifial?Ie9 poffeiTors of a confiderable part 
of the church's revenue ; and therefore they 
were fecrctly unwilling to fee the Reformed, 
ifipdered the eftabliihed, religion of Scotland. 
The cQqfequence of th^t event would have been, 
tlfat they mufl: have. refunded all that they had 
(sued of the church's revenues. The felf- 
depyiqg profeilions and humble deportment 
qf |hc few preachers who then laboured in the 
ijii^iftry, admitted their receiving as ftipends 
but a yery fmall part of the large revenue in 
qa6^on;'and the confequence muft have been, 
that the ejeftion of the prelates and the other llo- 
miih clergy Quf of their temporalities, muft 
have rendered the queen as powerful and de- 
fpotic in Scotland, as her grand uncle Henry 
the eighth had ever been in England, upon a fi- 
milar ocCafion. Many of the clergy, especially 
thofe who. were perfons of high birth, and had 

B b 2 embraced 
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A.O.J56*. embraced an ccclefiaftical life merely froto mdi. 
tives of ambition, wcrei fagacious entiugh t(y 
fqrefee the downfal of their 6rd&ry and had' 
become proteftants. By this they fecmtS 
themfelves in the poffeflion of theit laV«ge reve*' 
nues, fome of which were afterwards etefifetf. 
into temporal lordfhips. Hence it is, thit we 
fee priors, abbots, commendators, nay fodiiiv 
times bifliops, enlifted under the bannei^ rf 
proteftantifm, and bravely fighting in the- Md 
^gainft popeiy ) but the poffeflion of thtit tcm* 
poralitics muft have been rendered * pfecairiottt,' 
the moment the proteftant religion had" bccB' 
eftablifhed, by law, in Scotland. - • • -^ 
Befides the ecclefiaftics abovementionerf,' 
tnany others had, from the commencement'bf 
the Reformation, difpofed of theiip lands in fee* 
farm, long-leafes, or in other fliapes, to' 'their' 
friends and relations, aild had obtaine4 ' a con** 
firmation of fuch deeds from the court of 
Kome ; but all intercourfe with the pope war 
Jiovir prohibited under fevere penalties^ From* 
this fhort reprcfeptation, it plainly appears^ 
thatf the reformation of religion, without any 
0ye^O temporal enjoyments, was far jfrcMn be^- 
jng the fble principle on which the Reformai^' 
tion had been embraced by its chi^f profefifoBt^ 
in Scotland^ « • 

It may, on the other hand, be urged^ that 
the temporal benefit arifing to the nobility and 

^ great )aii41»old^rs pf $cotlan4 W43 SK^ental 
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tAd inevitable, in a country where a feudal A.v.j^eu 
ariftocracy, as in Scotland, was the govern- 
ing principle of the conftitution. To have 
tlirowa thofe vaft revenues into the hands of 
a protefiant dergy, muft have been a ftrong 
temptation for them to have fallen into that 
Ibfuality, pride, and ignorance, for which. 
fbeir predeceifors had been fo juftly condemned^ 
ted *i^e<^ed. To -hav^ vetted ^hem in the . 
d-o^i^n^ muft have been flill more dangerous^- 
^r the^^dfons above fpecified ; and, more than 
Itat)bably9 would have been fatal to the civil* 
Sbiertiefr of the country. Whether a medium' 
for th6 employment of thofe revenues to the 
im^royenient of agriculture, commerce, and 
othet:«art« of life, might not have been fallen 
Bpon,''I ihajl not pretend to fay; but even in> 
Aat cafe, great objedions and difficulties muft 
llaveaiifen about the pcrfons with whom they 
were to %e lodged, and by whom they were 
to be applied and direded : but I am now to 
^rocedd in my narrative* 
The ^ 'convention of eftates, which met at Ac<«veii- 

tion of 

EdSjnbafgb.'in December, was called together efutes. 
Wely-to deliberate on fettling the affairs of 
ths chordli ; and on the twenty-fecond of the 
fkmd nionthi the Reformed clergy prefen ted a 
petition, praying, that the queen- would ba- 
tdfh the mafs both from her owil perfon, and 
put of her kingdom ; that flic would eftabliih 
^ book-of Reformation and difcipline which- 

had 
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A.D. 15(1. had been compiled by Knox and his aflbciate»; 
that an z&, . might pafs for the maintenance (rf - 
the miniflers ; and that all profefled paptlb 
Ihould be removed from the court of ieffioiL 1 
This petition occafioned great debates; but 
the aflembly could not decently reject that part 
of it which related to the maintenance .of tl)e 
minifters, who had hitherto fubiifled in a very 
poor and precarious manner. It was therefore 
screed, that the popifh ecclefiaftics ihoqld*{^v€ 
in rentals of all their temporalities, one thifil 
df which was to be paid into the hapds qi the 
queen for the maintenance of miniilers, the 
relief of the poor, and other charitable pi9*. 
pofes. This ad, which was ratified hy the. 
queen, was equally difagreeable to the prote* 
fiants as the papifts. Knox railed ag^inft it 
with a moft unbounded licentioufnejSi, The 
earls of Argyle, Morton, and Mar, (for £0 
the lord James was then defigned) iecret^ry 
Maitland, the juflice-clerk, and clerk regi&ert 
with Wifhart of Pitarrow, all of them ll^uucli 
Reformers; were appointed to modify .the an- 
nual flipends to be paid to the feveral preach- 

ittprweed- ^^^* A hundrcd marks Scots, which, at that 
time, amounted to about feven pounds fierling, 
was the general rate, though a few had three 
huhdred marks. " Who would have thought 
(faid Knox, in his ufual fpirited (train) that 
when Pharaoh ruled in Egypt, his brethren 
fliould have travelled for viftuals ?*' From the 

mofl 
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tiibft atciirate accounts that have been pub* A^ais^ii 
lifted hj Keith and others from regifters, it 
appears^ that the whole fum raifed for fup^ 
porting the ecclefiaftical eflablifliment in Scot* 
land, and for maintaining all its minifiers^ 
cBd not exceed three thoufand fix hundred 
pounds fierling. This diminutive colle<^oa 
Was owing to various arts, by the popifh pre- 
lates, di'ininiihing the real value of their in- 
comes J but the mdft remarkable was, that the 
carls of Mar, Argyle, the lord Erfkine, and 
other great men, who were in pofleffion of 
laige ecclefiallical revenues, were, becaufe pro* 
teftantSy fufiered to keep the whole, without 
accounting for the thirds, as the popifh pro^ 
prietoirs were obliged to do. 

It is, however, pretty difficult to account^ 
tapon the whole, for this tranfadion, other- 
wife than by fuppofing, that the queen had 
fiill fuch a party in the flates, as might have 
defeaCed the whole fcheme, if the diftributioii 
iof the thirds had not been lodged with the 
crown. That this was the cafe, feems more 
Aan probable from the original ad. There we 
fee, that the prelates voluntarily offered the 

fourth part of their incomes ; but the third 

« 

part was required, if the fourth was not fuf- 
£cient to fupply the queen's exigencies, and 
XO defray the public expences, as well as for 
die fiipport of the minifterS ; the whole to be 
M the queen's difpofal, with advice of. her 

couuciL 
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^D.t$6t. ccuncxK Now the^ fum total .of the^ tliinif 
coUefted, for the firft year, was forty-nin^ 
thoufand nine hundred and fifty-fix poiuid% 
eighteen fhillings Scots^ which, in Engiift 
money, amounts to about fcven thoufand-OQC i 
hundred and feventy pounds. This mbnej ' 
was difpofed of by warrants from the quecoi 
who was at liberty to apply part of it to her 
civil eftabliihment, as fbe did by paying her 
guard, and defraying other expenceft of her 
houfhold. 

Mary en- In the fpring of this year, Mary aiCduoafly 
M^feber applied herfelf to compofe the differences that 
;^f^e.. ftill fubfifted among her nobility ; but more 
^fpecially between the houfe of Hamilton, and 
the earl of Bothwell ; but with Uttle fuccefiL 
In May fhe refumed her intention to obfige 
the duke of Chatleheraut to refign into her 
hands the caftle of Dumbarton, which fhe at 
ledged he had received only in truft from her 
mother, and during his good behaviour; but 
though the duke was, in the end, oblige^ tQ 
comply, it was far from refloring the puUic 
tranquillity. On the nineteenth of May, a& 
ter her return from her progrcfs in Fife, ihs 
aflembled her privy-council, and ordered them 
to give their opinion upon her former propo^ 
fal of having aii interview with the queen of 
England. They were far from having aay 
objedion to this, provided ihe could bacvc a 
proper aflurance of fafety for her perfon. She 

accordingly^ 
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Iticordingly named young Maidand to h6 once A.u.ts^t 
iciOrtf her emba£[ador with Elizabeth ; and a fet 
bf inftniAions was drawn up for hiln, by 
which he w^s to do all he could to divert £li« 
feabeth from infifting upon a ratification of 
the treaty of Edinburgh, and to prevail on 
" fccf to be contented with a modification or 
explanation of it. Mary, when Ledington re- 
ceived his inftruftions, charged him with two 
letters ; one to the lord Robert Dudley, after- 
wards the celebrated earl of Leicefter, and 
Elizabeth's great i>erfonal favourite. The other 
Was addrefled to Cecil, her firft miniftcr ; and 
Mary, in both, earneftly in treats their good 
AfSces in bringing her interview with Elizabeth 
to a happy ifiiie; but affairs took an unex-* 
pcSicd turn in England. 

Elizabeth treated Ledington, upon his arri- state of the 

Val at her court, with great diftinftion and [^^^^J^ 

Carefles, and appeared determined upon the ^jr^'J^^jj 

interview with Mary. Some hiftorians have 

qneftioned whether flie was ever fincere as to 

that meafufe. 1 am inclined to think, that, 

at firft, ihe was ; though ftie fecretly after- 

Wardd altered her opinion. The proteftants 

of France, as we have already feen, were then 

at a low pafs ; and Elizabeth had entered into 

a private treaty with the prince of Conde, and 

bis party, for fuppdrting them. As Mary had 

ftewn fuch difpofitions for eftablifhing prote- 

flaiitifni iti her dominions, Elizabeth thought, 

' Vol. VL C c that 
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A. c^. 2561. that by their converfing together, in perfoOf 

ihe might detach her from the intereft of the -^. 
family of Guife. That this was Elizabeth's 
view, appears evidently from the ftate-pa- 
pers ; but her minifters beheld the affair in a 
very different light. Elizabeth, notwithftand- 
ing their relu^ance, continued fo fixed in her 
purpofe for the interview, that articles relating 
to it, by her orders, were drawn up between 
Ledington and CeciL It was agreed^ that the 
meeting fliould take place at York, or in feme 
town between that and the river Trent, be- 
tween the twentieth of Augiift, and the twen- ^ 
tieth of September, Mary was, if flie pleafed, i 
to carry a thoufand perfons with her in her 
retinue, and to receive from Elizabeth (but « 
for what purpofe does not clearly appear) ten 
thoufand pounds fierling. Elizabeth was to 
be at liberty to demand the ratification of the 
treaty of Edinburgh; buc not to prefs it till 
Mary returned to Scotland, if flie ihould re: 
fufe to ratify it in England, and Mary was to. 
enjoy the exercife of her own religion ; but 
no mention was to be made of any thing that 
could create the leaft uneafinefs between the 
two queens. 
From the manner of wording this agree- 

4:^iveibad ment, it is plain, that Elizabeth deipended 

•r Mary greatly on her own abilities for bringing Mary 
over to her views ; and that flie flattered her* 
felf with a profperous iffue of the meeting. 

Cecil, 
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Cecily and other great Englifli minifters, conti- a.o, is^i* 
Bued to be of a different opinion. They had 
been informed by Knox, and Iqrd James, now 
carl of Murray, with both whom Cecil kept up 
a corrcfpondence, whatever outward appear- 
smces Mary affefted in favour of the Refor- 
mation, that flie was unalterably fet againft it ; 
and, in her heart, a violent bigot for popery. 
They thought, that her feizing. upon the 
church-lands, would give her fuch an encreafc 
of power, as muft be of very dangerous confc- 
quencc to Elizabeth. They were no ftrangers 
to Mary's addrefs, her beautiful perfon, and 
winning behaviour ; and they dreaded the in- 
fluence which fo many enchanting qualities 
might have, in a country where a great party 
ftf the fubjecls confidered her as having a right 
to be their queen. Thofe confiderations, with 
the growing diilreffes of the French proteftants, 
fecm to have made an impreflion upon Eliza- 
beth, and to have cooled her earneftnefs for 
Ac interview. 

In a paper drawn Up by Cecil, which has j^„j q^^-^^ 
bmc to our hands, that ftatefman flatly charges 
he Guifes with an intention to raife their niece 
the throne of England. " Whofoever (fays 
ie) thinketh th^t relenting in religion will af- 
uragc the Guifians afpirations, they are far 
eccivcd : for two appetites will never be fatif- 
jd, but with the thing defircd ; the defirc to 
IVe fiich a kingdom as England and Scot'. 

Oct land 
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4. D. 1563. Itnd may make united ; and the crael appetite of 
a pope and his adherents to have his apthority 
re-eftablifhed fully, without any new danger 
of attempt" This paper was founded upoD 
the report of Sir Henry Sidney, prefident <rf 
Wales, whom Elizabeth had £ent to Fi'ancc, to 
learn the true fiate of affairs there. His repre* 
fentation, upon his return, was fo unfavour* 
able, with regard to the condudl of the queen* 
mother and the Guifes, that Elizabeth fent him 
her embaffador to Mary. He was furoifbed 
with a fet of infiru^lions, complaining, that M 
her promife to meet Elizabeth was only cofidi* 
tional, and in cafe that the (late of her affairp in 
France admitted of it, the latter were fo unfo« 
vourable, that fhe was obliged to. poilpotie the 
interview. The fame inftruftions proceeded to 
give a detail of the cruelty and ambition of tho 
houfe of Guife, and the popifh princes of tb« 
continent. Then follows an apology for tho 
delay of the meeting ; but offers, that it fliall 
be at the city of York, or the caftles of Pom* 
fret and Nottingham, any time Mary ibould ap* 
point between the twentieth of May next year, 
arid the laft of Auguft then following. ^ 

Sfite policy It is cafy, from the completion of-thofe ia- 
bliul " ftryftions, tq perceive, that Elizabeth neyef 
had harboured a thought of giving Mary the 
meeting, but with the hopes of prevailing oa 
Jicr to declare herfelf a proteftant, and to take 
part againft her uncles the Guifes.- Mary gave 

Sidpeyi 
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Sidney, wbo vrw a man of peaetratioo tnd abi- A.D.i$fe 
MeSf a moft coippHaifant anfwer to the letter 
jwt hex by Elizabeth ; aijid calling together her 
piiiry^cpaacil at Stirling, ihe comroumcated to 
them ftU that ibe had learned from Sidney, 
aod dcmapded their opinion, whether flie 
ikould give Elizabeth the meeting, as (he pro^ 
pofed» the following fummer f The anfwer was, 
that they thought the meeting would be highly 
cpDidueive to the interelt of both kingdoms ; 
\mt tj^t they did not iee any reafon why it wa$ 
ppftpoACdf neither would they advife her mar 
jefty to tmft her perfon in England ; and th^r«i- 
fore referred the matter to herfelf, both as to 
the place of meeting, and fccurity for her fafety^ 
There i9 reafon to believe, that this anfwer co^ 
incided with Mary^s own fentiments, which 
bc^n now to be more unfavourable than for^ 
oerly tQward^ the Reformers. A French agent, 
ope YUlemont, had been fent to her court, 
through. England, by her uncles ; and it was 
pwbably fmm him^ that ihe received the letters 
mentioned by Bm:hanan from them and the Btidiantii. 
pope, encouraging her, by all means, to at-^ po^«'«o<* 
tempt to reflore the ancient religion, and to 
truft her ajSairs in the hands of the earl of Hunt- 
er, inilead of her brother the earl of Murray, ^ 
whom they again devoted with other heads of 
the Scotch party to deftru<£lion, promifing^ at 
the iame time, that ihe fliould be plentifully 
fapfli^d with fnpney* The (ame letters advifed 

her 
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A. D. 156*. her to give fome encouragement forone of Hiint<* 
ley's fons to hope, that flie would marry him, 
though it is certain, that her uncle, the cardi- 
nal of Lorrain, was then trieating of a raatck 
between her and the archduke of Auftria ; and 
the king of Spain had propofed his eldeft fon 
as her hufband. 
^^ ^ It is not to be denied, that thofe letters and 

andgrcit aflbranccs made an impreffion upon the mind 

conlcqMnce * * ^ 

<»f the earl of Mary ; but fuch was the opinion flic fnU 
had of her brother, that fhe imparted to him 
their contents, and put him upon his guard; 
nor is there the leaft reafon to believe, that Ihc 
gave Huntley's fon any encouragement. It can- 



! 






not, however, be doubted, that thci prafticet ] 
of that nobleman were dangerous to the ftatc, ^ 
and his poffeffions too ample for a fubjcft. He 
had long born a principal fway in all public af- 
fairs, and had, through every revolution ot 
ftatc, maintained a leading charader in the na- 
tion. Though a profeffed Roman catholic^ he 
afFefted the greateft zeal for the honour of his 
country, and for her independency upon the 
French, as well as the Englifh. This principle 
was a fpecious pretext for his joining the queen- 
regent againft the Englifh, and the congrcga^* 
tionifts againft the French. Pretending to be 
above mixing with cabals at court, he had ge- 
nerally, upon the crifis of any great afiair, 
w^hich might have been difagreeable to his pri- 
vate fentiracnts, retired to- the North, where 

his 
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mmenfe eftate and following gave him the a. d, m^^ • 
•c .of an independent prince. Being fond 
Laking a difplay of his pomp and power in 
eyes' of foreigners, the princes and noble- 

wiio. had attended Mary to Scotland, 
ii . their return to France, had reprefented 
as being, by far, the moft confequcntial 
eft flie had, and the only perfon whom 
r could truft for reftoring the Roman ca- 
ic religion in that country. He was, there- 
, courted by the Guifes, and the popijDb 
ces of the continent, with whom he kept 
I correfpondence ; and he thought himfelf 
i nnjufUy treated by Mary, on account* of 
prefiprence ihe had given her brother in 
councils and afieftions ; but fome inter- 
1 .motives co-operated with his refent- 
its. 

: .appears that Mary, notwithftanding whoa^n 
itley was at the head of the Roman ca- Mary*«£a. 
LC party in her kingdom, dilliked both his brociur. 
"er.aiid his pradices. By long poffeffing 
pis^ce of lord-chancellor, and by the par- 
ty of the two laft reigns in his favour, 
lad extended his dominion ov^r the High- 
s, where he claimed a dired fuperiority; 
Oppreiled thofe chieftains and great land- 
[ers who had fpirit enough to oppofe him. 
lad, by the tacit indulgence of the crown, 

cpUefted the large revenues of the earl- 
. of Mar, and applied them to his own 

ufe; 



,^^ THEHISTORr 

A.V. ts6»B ufe ; and pretended thereby, thtf twft Ml 
legal inheritance. When Mtty gxvt her teb^ 
ther that eftate and title, Huntley^ thMiglf ftl 
tpiild ptead no title bat ptflefflOfk, thabgftt 
that he was robbed of his property ; and m^ 
ing lived always upon bad terms with lotd 
James, he, at laft, accufed hiin, in direft tefflii^ 
of afpiring to the crown, in i paper whieb ht 
figned and prefented to Mary. As the datfjt 
was weakly fupported, Mary difmii&d It wiA ; 
contempt ; and it fcrved only to render htt \ 
brother more fixed in her fatronr. Pailingindkit ' 
attempt, Huntley is faid, by ^uchanan,. tt 
have applied to James Hepburn earl of 3otb- 
well, who had a mortal antipathy to the lis* . ■ 
milton family, to excite the earl of Mar t* : 
ruin the duke of Chatleheraut. Bothwdt - 
(who is afterwards to make a deteftable figdrt ' 
in this hiftory) was a needy fpendthrift nobto- ' 
man, who had diffipated his eftate by IxUXiff 
and vice, and fit to perpetrate any villainOQf ' 
ac):ion. Mar difdained the propofal made tO'hitt 
by Bothwell } but notwithftanding his enmity 
to the houfe of Hamilton, it was agreed with the 
duke's friends, that the earl of Mar Ihotild h^ 
murdered, while the queen was hunting ill 
Falkland Park, and that they fliould at tb< 
feme time carry off her perfon. Gawin Ha- 
milton, abbot of Kilwinning, was to affift Botli* 
well in the afTailination ; and, according' tif 
Kno.^, other favourites of Mary were to fliare 
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the lame fate. The defign was difcovered to ^* ^- '5^»* 
Mar by the earl of Airan. Bothwell was ap- 
: frehendedy and font prifoner to Edinburgh 
; ofile, as the abbot of Kilwinning was to that 
[■of Stirling; and the earl of Arran, with others 
; lAo are faid to have been concerned in the 
I coufpiracy, to feparate prifons. 

[^ . Though I have related the above circum- a ^aitioug 
^ ftaoces from Buchanan and Spotfwood, yet 1 ^^^^ 

am ftrongly inclined to believe, that the af- 

i fi^nation plot was hatched in Arran's diftemt^ 

pered brain j for it appears from Randolph's 

ktters, and other authorities, that he was, at 

Urn time, frantic, though at certain times he 

lad lucid intervals. The whole of the ftory is 

improbable ; and i;io part of it was made out 

. Vy atiy evidence. The earl of Huntley, by 

the fiune authors, is faid to have ftationed two 

of his followers to have affaflinated the earl of 

Mar in the night-time ; that he obferved the 

, ftlbws, and efcaped the danger ; but could 

obtain no fatisfaclion from the queen. Upon 

the whole, I am of opinion, that Mary's af* 

ftftion for her brother was now beginning to 

decline, though fhe had rendered him too 

powerful to be able to reduce him all at once. 

the daily advices flie received from her friends 

abroad ; the practices of her popifh favourites ; 

Mar's rigid attachment to protellantifm, which 

took frooi her all hopes of his converfion ; and 

perhaps her own penetration might very ppi^ 

Vol, VI. D d * libly 
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A« IX 1562. fibly have wrought an alteration in her fent!«'. 
ments. Nothing could be more improbabb 
than the charges againft Huntley; and na 
doubt he had friends about her perfoa 
who reprefented to her (as fome hifioriani 
have done fince to the public), that the whote 
confpiracy was a fiction to deftroy the earl oi 
Huntley, and, in him, the Roman catholic iih 
tereft in the kingdom : but an incident whidi 
happened at this time, proved unfavourable to 
Huntley. 

^•**^«»p^« His third fon, who is defigned Sir John 

Huntley fa- GordoH, fomctimcs of Fiulater, and>fometim^ 
of Delkford, had a difpute with lord Ogilvio; 

June »7. about an eftate, which produced an encounter 
on theftreets of Edinburgh, in which the lord 
Ogilvie was dangeroufly wounded. Gordon^ 
was immediately put under confinement by 
the magiftrates, who fent an account of thor 
whole affair to Mary at Stirling. She wat 
then preparing, by the earl of Mar's advice,^ 
to vifit the northern parts of her dominions^ 
to convince herfubjefts there, there exifted in 
Scotland a greater perfonage than the earl of 
Huntley. Though Mary approved of what 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh had done, and 
had ordered Gordon to be confined in a place 
of greater fecurity than the jail at Edinbui^hf 
yet he made his efcape northwards, by the ali 
fiftance of his friends ; and did not fail to re* 
prefent the pari of Mar in the moft odious 

light, 
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feght, as the author of his feverc treatment a. d. 1561, 
The queen was then proceeding on her pro- 
grefs; and received a vifit from the countefs 
of Huntley, an artful intriguing woman, who 
had been employed by her hufband to follicit 
her fon's pardon. Mary infifted upon his fur- 
rendering himfelf prifoner in her court of juf* 
ticiary at Aberdeen, which he accordingly did, 
iind was committed to the cuftody of the ma- 
giftrates there, till he could be carried under a 
guard to the caftle of Stirling. As the lord 
£rikine, the governor of that fort, was the 
friend and uncle of the earl of Mar, the Gor- 
dons confidered this order as proceeding from 
the earl, and little better than a fentence of 
death. On his road to Stirling he made a fc- 
ccmd efcape, and returned to the North, where 
a civil war appeared now to be inevitable. 
While Mary was at Tarnway, the feat of the 
antieixt carls of Murray, on the tenth of Sep- 
tember^ attended by the earls of Argyle, Ma- 
lifchal. Mar, and Morton, fecretary Lcding*- 
ton, who was now returned to Scotland, and 
the lord jufticc-clerk, a fentence of forfeiture 
wns ifliied from the privy-council againft Gor- 
iOD, his. wife, who is called •* hdy Finlatcr, (his 
iretended fpoufey and all his aiders and abet- 
:ors. 

The Gordons were now in a ftate of open "^^^^ '^^^ 
rebellion } and they had adopted the ftale pre- 
text, that they only meant to remove evil 

Ji d 2 coUivdV 
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A.D.xs6»' council from before the queen "(by wliom tfic/ 
meant the earls of Mar and Morton^ and 
young Maitland) ; but that they were perfecUy 
well afiecled to her majefty. Many confulta* 
lions arc faid to have been held abottt affaf* 
finating thofe three obnoxious counfellors; 
and it was thought, that if Mary could have ■ 
been perfuaded to have accepted of an eamcft 
invitation given her by Huntley to vifit his 
houfe at Strathbogie, the murders would there 
have been perpetrated. Though Mary had 
feemed inclined to accept of the invitation^ 
yet flie no fooner heard of Gordon's frdh 
efcape, than coniideting it as an infult 
done to herfelf, flie peremptorily refiifed td 
enter Huntley's roof ; * and proceeded, as ihc 
had propofed, towards Invernefs. This was a 
hazardous meafure. The town and caftle were 
full of Huntley's vaffals and followers ; and an 
army of his dependents had been afiembled in 
the neighbourhood. Mary, on the other handf 
was but flenderly attended; and aniviog at 
Invernefs, flie was fo apprehenfive of her 
own fafety, that flie had ordered fome Ihips 
to be in readinefs to carry her off; a pre- 
caution the more neceflary, as the governor of 
the caflle had refufed her admittance into that 
fort. 

Fortunately for Mary, fome of the High* 
land clans, that of Clancattan particularly, had 
fided, more through fear than affeftion, with 

Huntley. 
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Hunfleyi Among others were the Monros a. d. 1561. 
and the Frafers ; and no fooner was it known^ 
that their fovereign's perfon was expofed in a 
defencelefs town, furrounded by rebels, than 
they came in a body to oflFer her their fervices. 
Their example was followed by the Clan cat- 
tans, who were principally compofed of the 
Mackintofhes, and deferted the earl of Hunt- 
ley's fiandard, to arrange themfelves under 
that of their queen. Mary availed herfelf of Mary taft« 
their loyalty, by forcing the caftle of Inver- laveracii. 
nefs to furrender, and hanging up the gover- 
nor and his officers, while fhe fpared the com- 
mon men. She then proceeded to Aberdeen, 
where Huntley, or his lady, or both, endea- 
voured to gain admittance into her prefence ; 
but were refufed. 

As the whole of the tranfadions and infur- Huntieydc- 
redion which followed, are contradidory, fome- kiiicd aTihc 
times in themfelves, and to the avowed profef- cwrkkie. 
iions of thofe concerned; and as we have- few 
or no evidences to guide us as to Huntley's real 
intentions, we muft have recourfe for reconcil- 
ing thofe different appearances to the genius 
and difpofitions of the times and country. The 
earl of Mar had, at this very interefting crifis, 
reiigned that title to the lord Erfkine ; and 
Mary had created him earl of Murray, to which 
Ihe had annexed the large revenues of that 
efiate, which had been long enjoyed by the 
Huntley family. This, added to former pro- 
vocations, 
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A.D.zs6i. vocations, aggravated by the pafiions and pfr^ 
pofieiiions of old age, and inflamed by being 
threatened with the lofs of a power, which, till 
then, had known no controul, may well ao 
count for the inconfiftent conduct of Huntley, 
without fuppofing him to be guilty of the ho^ 
rid barbarities charged upon him by his cnc* 
mies. There .can fcarcely be a doubt of his bet- 
ing convinced, that Murray, and the qpaeetfi 
other minifters, intended to ruin him and hit 
family, and that he had no fafety but by being at 
the head of an armed force. He had cut to pieccf 
fe veral firaggling parties of the royalifls ; and be 
received intelligence of all his enemies motioni 
from his friends the earl of Sutherland, who Wtf 
of his name and family, and Lefley of BoU 
quhane, both of them in great favour with Mar]r« 
His correfpondence with them being ditco- 
vered, the former made his efcape, and the 
latter was put under arreil< This ferved £inly 
to precipitate Huntley in his treafons, though 
it ought to have had a contrary efifedr; for 
the difcovery had made fuch an impreifioii 
upon his followers, that from eight hundred^ 
they immediately dwindled, and many returned 
home, or fubmitted. As to Mary, her fituatioA 
(fuppofing Huntley to have been a rebel in his 
heart) certainly was perilous. She had made 
the earl of Murray her general ; but flie ap- 
pears, at this time, to have had about her no 
troops but thofe brought to her affiftancc by 

the 
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the earl of Errol, the lords Forbes and Sal»* A.D..154,, 
toun, and Lefley of Balqohane, She had, 
indeed, iffued orders for arraying the neigix^ 
lx>uring countries to the South ; but Murray 
receiving certain intelligence that Huntley was 
in fiill march towards Aberdeen, refolved to 
Ittack him at the head of the few troops at- 
tending the queen. He found Huntley pofted 
at a place called Corrichie ; and he immediately 
pvc ©rders for the charge. He was but faintly 
Qbey'ed by the Lowlanders, who were unwill* 
ing to fight againft their friends the Gordons ; 
and upon Huntley's feeing them retire, he or-^ 
dered his men to throw away their lances, and 
to finiih the rout with their broad fwords. 
He carl of Murray was then attended by 
iboQt a hundred chofen troops, but well armed 
vith lances, which, upon the irregular attack 
nade by Huntley's men, they prefented to the 
ireafls of their enemies, and obliged them to 
etire. This was no fobner fcen by the cow-^ 
rdly part of Murray's army, than they im- 
nediately returned to the charge, and ob-r 
ained a complete vi<^ory without the lofs (as 
n arc told) of a man. Of the rebels, a hun- 
Ived and twenty were killed, and as many 
aide prifoners. The carl of Huntley him- 
dfj being fat and unwieldy, was made pri^ 
jner^ and trodden to death on the field of 
attle, or, as others fay, killed by Murray's 
Sprefs orders. IJis fon, Sir John, was taken 

prifoncr j 
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A. D. 1562. prifoner; and carried, by Murray, with the 
other prifoners, (among whom was Adam, 
another of Huntley's fons) in triumph, to 
Aberdeen. 

Sir John Sir John Gordon was tried, and in three day« 

he^d! ^' w^s beheaded ; being unmercifully butchered 
by an unfkilful executioner, and attra£Ung the 
admiration and compafSon of all the fpeda-* 
tors by his graceful figure, and manly deport- 
ment. Adam was pardoned on account of hii 
tender youth; but the eldeft fon, lord Gor- 
don, put himfelf into the hands of his father* 
in-law the duke of Chatleheraut, who, by the 
queen's order, committed him prifoner to his 
caftle of Kinnail. He was foon after tried, 
and fentenced to death, for the fliare he had 
in his father's treafons ; but Mary moderated 
his punifliment, by confining him in the cafik 
of Dunbar. His trial is faid to have been very 
unformal, and his fentence unjuft. The fate 
of the earl his father's remains exhibits a 
flriking example of the abfurdity of the an- 
tient feudal laws, and the rancour of party. 
His dead body was carried, by fea, to Edin- 
burgh; and kept unburied all the winter^ ii)^^ 
the abbey of Holyrood-houfe ; and then zst 
indidment of high-treafon was exhibited ag^nft 
him before the parliament, in the month of 

Keith. ^^y following, ** eftir that he was deid^ aiid 
departit frae this mortal lyfe." 



Such 
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. Such was the iffue of this infurreftion, fo a. d. 1562. 
fytaH to a noble family* which was the main RcAeaion 

■ ' on the cafe 

fupport of the Roman catholic religion in Scot- of the cor. 
lancL Whatever their real intentions might 
Jiave been, I cap not help thinking, that it was 
at' this period particularly fortunate for the 
prot^ilant religion, that the unguarded con- 
dujft of the earl and his fons hurried them into 
xebellion, and rendered them objects of pub- 
lic juftice ; fo as to afford a plaufible, if not le- 
gal, handle for reducing their exorbitant 
powen The friends of their family and caufe 
)iave repeatedly publiihed, that Mary was forry 
|or their misfortunes, and the mifcarriage of 
iheir enterprize. I have already touched on 
that point ; and fhall here only add» that the 
feverity with which they were profecuted, 
after they were defeated, might give her fome 
concern; and that coniidering what foon af- 
ter befel her, ihe might both think and fay, 
ddat the earl of Huntley and his family were 
her beft friends. On the other hand, Ran- 
dolph, who attended Mary through the whole 
expedition, gives fome fhocking particulars of 
the earl and his fons, in one of his difpatches 
to Cecil. He fays, that Sir John Gordon, 
who was beheaded, confefled, thatf at four dif- 
Eerent times, he and his friends intended to 
luve flain the earls of Murray and Morton, and 
yonng Maitland; and that the places, the • 
times, and a number of men^ were fo conve^ 
Vol. VL Ee nient;^ 
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A. 0.1562. nient, that only the hand of God did fiay it 
. He adds, that Sir John likewife confe£fed, it 
his father had taken Aberdeen, as he intended, 
he would have burnt the queen, and as many 
as were in the houfe with her. The truth erf 
the laft confeffion is, I think, very queftion- 
able. I make no doubt of its being agreeabfe 
to Randolph's information ; but we are to con* 
fider, that that information came from per- 
fons whofe intereft it was to reprefent the in- 
furgents, and their caufe, to Elizabeth and 
her minifters in the moft deteftable light. 
A French The tranquility of the North, by the CX« 
ecuted!' ecutions of Gordon and his chief accompfioes^ 
being fomewhat reftored, Mary fet out fot 
Edinburgh. On the road, flie was informed 
by Villemont, (whom Randolph reprefents iA 
a very contemptible light) that fhe had been 
fet afide from all fucceffion to the crown of 
England, during Elizabeth's late indifpofition. 
Soon after, one Chaftelet, a French poet, prc- 
fented her with a letter from Monf. D'Anville, 
and a collection of his own verfes, which 
Mary received with great civility ; not fuf- 
pecling that flie was the objeft of the poet'4 
adoration, and that his paflion had cvtii 
touched his brain. His frenzy led him tt 
conceal himfelf in Mary's room, while flie was 
going to bed. Being difcoveredi he was par- 
doned ; but repeating his folly, Mary fufiered 
him to be apprehended, tried, and publicly 
executed. 
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Two particulars at this time greatly difcom- a.d. isei. 
pofed Mary. The firft was, the war which state of af- 
was juft broken out between France and. Eng- ^»"^»**»'^^* 
land ; the other, the convoking a new parlia- 
xnenty which fhe could not avoid, and which 
flie was afraid might abridge her even in the 
private exercife of her religion. Elizabeth had 
entered into a treaty with the prince of Conde, 
the head of the French hugonots, for putting 
into her hands Havre de Grace, as a fecurity 
for the men and money with which fhe con- 
fented to aflill him. This came to the know- 
ledge of the French court, who put Throg- 
morton under arreft. Elizabeth complained of 
this ; and told the French embaffador, that 
the only reafon why fhe inclined to take part 
JQ the troubles of France, was to deprefs the 
houfe of Guife, the open and declared enemies 
of her crown and title. The truth is, that, at 
this time, Arthur Pole and his brother, who 
were great-grandchildren to George duke of 
Clarence, brother to Edward the fourth, had 
been tampered with by the Guifes. The eldeft 
brother was to take upon himfclf the title of 
^uke of Clarence, to land at Milford Haven 
with five thoufand men, and there to proclaim 
the queen of Scotland (whom he was to marry) 
queen of England likewife. This ridiculous 
proje£): came to the knowledge of Elizabeth and 
her minifters ; and the chief agents in the con- 
foiracY were apprehended, tried, and convicted. 

E e 2 Though 
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A.D. 156%. Thoagh the Guifes might have no farther vien' 
in treating with the Poles, than to embarrafs 
Elizabeth, yet the fufpicion fell heavy in the 
mind of that princefs, who was highly fufcepti- 
ble of ftate-jealoufy, not only againft theni^ 
but againft Mary. 

After the treaty between Elizabeth and the 
prince of Conde was completed, in all her ma- 
nifeftos, with which flie filled the diScrept 
courts of Europe, Ihe alledged, that- the dc- 
preffion of the houfe of Guife was her chief mo- 
tive for treating with the hugonots. In the 
mean time, the latter received a fevere blow by 
their lofing Rouen, which the duke of Guife 
ftormed, and where the king of Navarre wai 
killed. Their affairs were brought ftill lower 
by the prince of Conde being defeated, and 
made prifoner in the battle of Dreux, by the 
duke of Guife. This ftate of aBSsurs between 
France and England occafioned young Mait- 
land, by Mary's order, to write a letter to Ce- 
cil, laying before hinq her fituation ; and that 
ihe could no longer continue neutral in the 
quarrel between France and England, but muft 
take part with her uncles, unlefs Elizabeth woidd 
declare the fucceflion to be in her perfon; in 
which cafe he promifed, that Mary fhould pre- 
fer the friendfliip of Elizabeth to that of her 
uncles, and all the world befides. Before Mary 
could receive any anfwer to this letter, flic 
rjpceived propofals of marriage frpm ieveral 

princes 
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ces on the -continent; and the good under- a«o.i56n 
ling between her and Elizabeth, to all ap- 
ance, was daily encreafing. Not only the 
duke of Auftria and the prince of Spain, 
the king of Sweden had publicly put in 
' pretenfions to her hand* Elizabeth, upon 

inftruAed Randolph, with regard to the 
iage which the cardinal of Lorrain was ne- 
tting between Mary and the archduke of 
ria, that « if flie liftened to the cardinal, ^^""^^ 
• any thing relating to that match, it would 
c' the ready way to diffolve the good agree- 
t between Scotland and England, if not to 
ide her from any hopes of fucceeding to 
crown of England : which that (he might 
:ome (hort of, fiie warned her as a friend, 
ake choice of fuch an hu{band out of the 
ith nation, as might be both acceptable to 
and lay the foundation of a firm peace be- 
d the two kingdoms at the fame time, 
fecure her fucceffion to the crown ; which 
1 never be declared, till her choice was 
icly known as to this matter.^' 
iry either took Elizabeth^s hint as to chu- Mtry 
an Englifii hulband, or had already her lyctTp^ 
ipon one; for it is certain, that about this j^y^^*'*' 
; flie had thoughts of marrying her coufin ^ 

y Stuart, lord Darnley, eldeft fon to the 
rf Lenox, by lady Margaret Douglas. To- 
s the end of the year, (he refolved once 

to fend Maitland us her embailkdor to 

Jlngland, 
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4. D. 1561. England, and from thence to France. He vm 
inftruded to offer Mary's mediation in the dif* 
ferences between Elizabeth and the French go*' 
vernment ; in which Mary faid^ (he could be no 
longer an indifferent fpedator, her neareft rebr 
tions being fo intimately concerned in them; 
and likewife between the French king and la$ 
protefiant fubje£ls. Maitland was farther in** 
flrudled to attend, in the ilrideft manner, to 
the affair of the fucceflion ; and if a proper opj- 
portunity ihould offer, to prefs Elizabeth on that 
liead. Mean while, if any thing was under- 
taken to fet it afide in Mary's perfon, or any 
motion made tending to . that purpofe^ that ^ 
he ihould enter a ftrong proteft againft it^ ui 
tlie face of parliament ; and that he fhould \ex^ 
nothing unattempted to eftabliih her righ( 
Soon after Maitland's arrival in England, Eli^ 
zabeth's parliament met ; and both hou£es prcr 
fented her with a ftrong addrefs for her to linu( 
the fucceflion to her crown ; but conceived is 
terms by no means favourable to Mary's party 
or preteniions. Elizabeth was, ) in her own 
mind, convinced of Mary's right ; but inti* 
mated her difpleafure to her parliament, that 
fhe fhould be urged on fo tender a point. She 
confidered her indecifion on that head, as her 
greateft fecurity ; that if Ihe declared for Mary, 
file muft undergo perpetual alarms from the pa-? 
pifts, and her own enemies in England, and 
Jofe the hearts of her beft proteftant fubjeds, 

If, 
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If 9 on the other hand, &e ihould fet her afidei ^.d.is^ 
lier's ibight become a caufe with the other 
inrinces of Europe, and produce a confederacy 
againft England, in Mary's favour. Upon the 
whole, the affair was fo managed by Elizabeth^ 
that Maitland had no ground for a proteft« 

The death of the duke of Guife, who was '^^^ 
iflaffinated in February this year, proved a SMeofjir. 
heavy flroke to Mary, and entirely altered the i^pu^ 
oompledion of her affairs. His brother, the 
cardinal of Lorrain, continued, indeed, to be 
her zealous friend, and was a man of parts ; 
bnt void of thofe great qualities, either in the 
obinet or the field, that rendered the duke 
the greateft fubjed in France, and the formi- 
dable hdad of the Roman catholics all over 
Europe. Mary feems, from the time of his 
death, to have given over all thoughts of a 
foreign marriage, efpecially with the houfe of 
Auftria. She knew, that her fubjeds never 
could be eafy if flie fliould give her hand to 
the prince of Spain, (flattering as that alliance 
Was) becaufe it muft expofe them once more 
to the danger of a foreign yoke, and involve 
them in, perhaps, a perpetual" war with Eng- 
land. The Roman catholic party in Scotland 
was reduced to fo low a pafs, that ihe could 
receive no fupport from them ; and though a 
fieady Roman catholic herfelf, Ihe found it her 
wifeft courfe to cultivate the friendfliip of Eli- 
zabeth, and to continue in the paths of mode- 
ration. 
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A. a %sH' rttion, and being direftcd by her proteftant fiA 
jefts. Her parliament met in May j and many 
popular afts paffed in favour of the protefiant 
religion, with the confent of Mary. The arch- 
bifhop of St. Andrew's was apprehended, and 
fent prifoner to the caftle of Edinburgh, for 
having faid mafs ; and feveral of the other 
Roman catholic clergy underwent the like pro- 
fecutions. The ad of oblivion, ftipulated by ' 
the treaty of Edinburgh, was ratified; but 
was extended } for a grand committee of pa^ 
liament was appointed to enquire into the 
nature of the crimes which might have been 
committed from the fixth of March 1558, to 
the firft of September 1561 ; to point out fuch 
of them as ought not to come within the aft 
of oblivion ; and to determine what* caufies 
ought to be profecuted, and what not. Jt wai 
with fome difficulty that the queen was 
brought to confent to this confirmation. She 
was afraid, that it might be confidered as 
giving a fandion to the treaty of Edinburgh, 
which Ihe was firmly refolved never to ratify ; 
but upon the lords of parliament throwing 
themfelves on iheir knees at her feet, and 
urging, that it was the only meafure which 
corfld reftore the public tranquillity, fhe gaive 
her confent. 
i^mcced- I^ ^^^^ parliament Huntley, though dead, 
*°*^' was forfeited ; as was the carl of Sutherlandt 

and many gentlemen of the name of Gordon ; 

but 
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bat it • appears from the records, that the moft A-D-is^si 
Cioo&ferable among them had not joined Hunt« 
Icf, but had entered into recognizances for 
their good behaviour, wiiile the queen was in 
tiie North. Many llatutes paffed for regulating 
the coin, and preventing a fcarcity of provi- 
Gons. The letters of marque formerly granted 
to Barton againft the Portuguefe, were recalled, 
Dpon Mary receiving a confidcrable fum for 
her confeat. An exclufive privilege for mak* 
ing fak in a new and more advantageous man- 
ner than any known then in Scotland, was 
panted to certain foreigners ; and it was ren* 
dered capital for any Scotch fubjed to enlift 
ft pay ibldiers without a royal permifiion. 
Adnltery was likewife rendered capital ; and 
a GOOuniiSon appointed (in which Buchanan, 
tike hiftorian, was included) to inquire into 
Ae revenues of the colleges of St Andrew's ; 
Hid to draw up, for the next parliament, 
fiich mftrudions as they might judge moft 
conducive to the education of youth, parti- 
adarly in the languages (which were not 
langht in that univerfity) ; and for the pro- 
nding of proper inftruAors. Other acts were 
Bade for the prefervation of the public trah- 
piillity ; and a remarkable one paffed, ordain- 
ng, that henceforth neither peace nor war 
hottld be determined in any convention or 
mmcil; nor a general taxation granted, un- 
e& five or fix of the provofts, aldermen, bai« 
Vol. VL Ff lies 
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A. D. 1563. lies of the principal burghs, were lawfully 
fummoned to attend. This had been before 
ordered by the council ; but had never before 
received the royal confent. The laft aft of 
this parliament I Ihall mention, was that whidi 
rendered witchcraft capital; and two pcrfons 
were accordingly fentenced, by the earl of 
Murray, to the flames, at Invernefs this year, 
upon that ftatute. 
^aiSifi Mary, in holding this parliament, aflumed j 

cence. a ftate and magnificence that had been fddom 
feen in Scotland before. She rode to it on 
horfeback, dreft in her royal robes, preceded 
by the duke of Chatlcheraut, w^ho carried the 
crown, as the earl of Argyle did the fcepter, 
and the earl of Murray the fword of flatc. 
She opened the aflembly by a fpeech, in Enp' 
lilh, from the throne ; and afted in every re* 
fpeft with great dignity, being prefent, in per- 
fon, when fentences of forfeiture were pafled 
upon the earls of Huntley and Sutherland. 
The parliament being diflblved, Mary made 
preparations for taking the diverfion of hunt- 
ing, during the fummer, in Argyleihire and 
Athol ; while the earl of Murray, and her 
other two natural brothers, went to InvemelSt 
to preferve the tranquillity of the northern 
counties. There the lord John of Coldinghame^ 
qneof them,died,butunlamented. Before ihejeft 
her capital, her conduft and compliances had been 
Aich, that {he had no reafon to apprehend thai 

an) 
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any diflatisfadion could remain in the mind^ A.p, 1563. 
of her proteftant fubjefts. No adequate pro- 
Tiiion had, indeed, been made for their 
preachers ; but that was owing to her minif- 
ters of ftate, who were fond of handling the 
puhlic money, and the church revenues, as I 
have already obferved. She had been prefent 
during the chief debates in parliament, in 
which flie rather affifted than over-ruled ; 
aod (he had even aflured the aflembly, that 
flic was ready to do every thing farther that 
might be thought neceffary for the quiet and 
fccurity of her proteftant fubjecls. The ex- 
tending the aft of oblivion to the firft of Sep- 
tember 1 561, had left them nothing to fear 
from heir refentipent ; for even the murderers 
of cardinal Beaton had received their pardon. 
All that could be charged upon her was, that 
Ihe had ordered the archbifhop of St. An- 
drew's to be difcharged from his confinement ; 
and if we are to believe one of her beft in- 
formed biographers, it coft her fome tears be- yjaU. 
fore flie could bring her counfellors to confent 
even to that exercife of her prerogative. All 
her caution and tendern^fs not to give of- 
fence^ availed her nothing in the fight of 
Knox. He continued to reprefent her moft infoienceof 
innocent diverfions, fuch as dancing, as un- '^°^*' 
pardonable, diabolical, crimes, or evidences of 
impiety and infanity. When flie had ordered 
a ball for the entertainment of her court, he 

F f 2 declaimed 
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A. D. 1563. declaimed againft fiddling and dancing in the 
moft fcurrilous terms, and even pointed her 
out by name. This intemperate bchaviow 
was difapproved of, even by the earl of Mur* 
ray ; but no other ways refented by the queen, 
than her fending for the preacher, and mildly 
queftioning him, why he thus endeavoured to 
make her odious in the fight of her fubjcfls ? 
His anfwer was not only unmannerly, but .out- 
rageous \ for among other things he told her, 
** That if flie had heard what he had faid, if 
there were any fpark of the fi>irit of God, 
yea of honefty or wifdom in her, ihe would 
not have been offended.'' He then repeated 
all the coarfe offenfive matter of his fermon } 
2ind when Mary reminded him that flic and 
her uncles were of a religion different from 
his ; and that if he faw any thing blameable 
in her condud, he ought to admonifh her in 
private ; the anfvver of Knox was, ** That h« 
was aflured that her uncles were enemies to 
God, and to his fon Jefus Chrift : but as to his 
admoniftiing of her in private, he was called 
to a public funftion within the church of God, 
and appointed by God to rebuke the vices and 
fins of all ; but that he was not appointed to 
come to every man in particular, to 'fliow him 
his offence ; for that labour were infinite : but 
if her majefty were pleafed to frequent the pub* 
lie fermons, then he doubted not but that (he 
fiiould underftand both what he liked and dif* 

liked 
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liked in her majefty, as in all others.'* Having a. 0.1561. 
taken his leave of the queen, he iays he heard 
feme papifts faying, he is not afraid ; to which 
beanfweredy ^ What fliould the plcafant face of 
a lady afray (frighten) me ?" 

It muft be admitted by every moderate pro« Modtn^m 
tdbnt^ that the above behaviour of Knox was ^^* 
an infiilt not only upon majefty, but decency ; 
and whatever fondnefs Mary might have for 
the Roman catholic religion, it cannot be dif- 
covered, that at this time ihe had the leaf): in- 
tention to re-eflabliih the public profeilion of 
it within her dominions. When the countefi 
of Hantley defired an audience to intercede 
far her unhappy family, it was refufed her by 
Mary, who approved of profecuting the Ro- 
fflin catholic priefts who w«re accufed of ce- 
lebrating the mafs, in violation of the law. . 
Sheexpreffed, in public, the moil lively fen- 
timents of friendfhip for queen Elizabeth, who 
fcat her compliments of condolance upon the 
death of her two uncles, the duke of Guife, 
and the grand prior. About the middle of 
May, Lc Croc arrived in Scotland, as an agent 
from her uncle the cardinal of Lorrain, to 
know.hcrfentiments about her propofed mar- 
riage with the archduke of Auftria ; and to of- 
fer her, in the name of the emperor, the Ti- 
rolefe in dowry 5 but Mary declined the pro- 
fobily or,atleaft, to give him any anfwer till 
Maitland ihould return from his cmbaffy. 

Keith, 
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A. D. 15^3. Keith, and other hiftorians of the fame caft, 
pretend, that the countenance ihewn to the 
Reformed religion by Mary, was owing to tic 
carl of Murray, who continued to be her firft 
minifter. But furely her employing fo deter-, 
mined a proteilant as he was to a£): in that 
capacity, ever fince her return from France^ 
was a proof (if not of her fincerity) of her 
moderation in matters of religion, which vm 
the only fubjeft, at this time, of any diffw- 
ence between her and the nioft violent prote- 
ftants, Murray's own condufl: is a fuffident 
proof that he did not think himfelf, even tho* 
the Huntley family was now reduced, ftrong 
enough to retain his power againft Mary's in- 
clination. 

Maiti^nd's Maithud made a great figure at the court of 
England. His uncommon abilities, his politenefi^ 
his clailical learning, and iniinuating minnerSi 
while they procured him the efteem of Eliza* 
beth and her minifters, excited, at the fame 
time, their jealoufy ; and notwithftanding his 
attachment to the proteftant religion, they be-: 
gan to fufpecl, what 1 believe was the truths 
that he was too much in the intereft of his fo- 
vereign to betray hen The ftate of ajBTairs be- 
tween Elizabeth and the FrencTi court, after 
tlie death of the duke of Guife, became very 
critical. Elizabeth had difobliged the hugonots 
there, by her Ihynefs to truft them, or to ad- 
mit them into any of her military, or other 

confultatioDS. 
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confultations. Her miniftcrs, of the greateft a, 0,1563. 
experience, had imprefled her with a notion, 
which was true, in faft, that every native of 
France, whether hugonot or Roman catholic, 
was a Frenchman in his heart, and would de- 
clare againft her, as foon as their own turns 
were fcrved, and a quarrel between her and 
their court fliould become national. The prince 
of Conde was ftill a prifoner, had fliewn ftrong 
inclinations for an accommodation, and by his 
irrefolution had forfeited Elizabeth's efteem. 
She had a better opinion of admiral Coligni ; 
hot Smith, whom flie had joined with Throg« 
morton, aflured her, that in cafe of an accom- 
modation between the queen-mother and the 
kngonots, the admiral would be the firft to 
march at the head of the French, and drive the 
.Englifli out of Normandy. 
[ The queen-mother was difpofed to an accom- p,^*^ 
modation with the hugonots ; but neither party 
knew in what manner Elizabeth, who was thf n 
in pofleffi^n of Havre, was to be indemnified 
ft)r her great' expences. As Mary had offered 
her mediation, Elizabeth accepted of it; and 
LedingtOn accordingly repaired to France. 
When he arrived there, he found, that upon 
the death of the duke of Guife, Mary's join- 
ture had been ftopt ; that the Scotch guards 
had been caihiered; and that the appointments 
of their nobility had been ftruck off. Maitland, 
inllead of advifing his miilrefs to unite with 

Elizabeth, 
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JUD»f563. Elizafocthy had acquired fo bad an cpizuon oC 
the latter^ that he counfelled Mary to leave 
nothing to her friendihip or generofity^ Imt Uf 
attach herfelf to the French court. It is dif- 
ficult to fay, whether thiis advice^ which af- 
terwards proved fo pernicious to Mary, pith 
ceeded from corruption, or was didated by t 
too great refinement in politics. It appears 
from the date difpatches ftiU extant, that after 
Maitland had obtained fome audiences of the 
queen-mother, the French court fiinink in the 
concefiions they had already made towards 
Elizabeth. Smith, in a letter to Cecil, wiihes^ 

^^ « that Ledington had ftill kept at Edijiburght 
and not have intermeddled himfeif with £ng4 
lifh matters." He obferves, ^ that nothing hot 
his intermeddling could prevent Elisabeth^* 
obtaining, nay extorting almofi what terms flic 
pleafed ; but that ever fince the day of Lediog- 
ton's audience at the French court, he had per« 
ceived a remarkable coldnefs and drawiixg btck 
in their propofitions." It appears from othcc 
papers, that the king of Spain had a confidcr^r 
able ihare in perfuading Mary not to depend 
upon Elizabeth ; and that he neverhad k)ft fight 
of the propofed marriage between his ddeft font 
and Mary. . ? 

i»i»erethc The queen-mother omitted fiotibdner that 

quccn-mo- ^ o 

thercareiTes could apologizc to Mary for what had pafled; 
and made her all the reparation that was in her^ 
or her fon's, power. The friendihip of Scot- 
land 



O F S C O T L A N a 4^5 

latfci waS| at this time, of fuch confequence to a. p. 1563. 
all the contending parties in Europe, that evea 
the prince of Conde, after Maitland's arrival at 
the French court, acquainted Elizabeth, that a 
peace was as good as concluded between the 
hugonots and the queen-mother; and both 
parties foon after joined in retaking Havre 
firom the Englifii, and driving them out of 
France. This ungrateful condud of the hu* 
gonots torched Elizabeth to the quick; and 
ihe, this fummer, loft Havre, with the large 
jTums of money flie had advanced to the princs 
of Gondc and his party. Elizabeth perceiv^ 
jng that fbe was treated by Mary with lefs con-^ 
^deration than formerly, had recourfe to a 
AafterWfarbke in politics. She ordered her 
agent. Mount, to apply to the duke of Wir« 
temberg ; and to engage him to renew the ne* 
gotiation for a marriage, which had been for* 
merly propofed between herfelf and the very 
ircfadoke whe was deftined by the cardinal 
of Lomin to be Mary's huiband* Mounts at 
firft, fovuid fome difficulty^ on account of the 
empesot^s refentment for Elizabeth having al« 
rGa47.' .broken off the negotiation; but he 
afted !«rititi ib much addj?eis and perfeverance, 
that.he»a;dually brought the duke q{ Wir tem- 
berg to renaw the conferences ; and every thing 
sras .even* fettled, excepting t.he beftowing upon 
the archduke the n^atrimonial crpwn, which 
• Voi. VI. G g Eli- 
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A. D. 1563, Elizabeth pretended could not be difpofed of 
without the confent of her parliament. • 

J?If ^EH. ^^ ^^ evident that Elizabeth, by renewing thfs 
2ab€ih. treaty of marriage, had nothing in view but 
to difappoint Mary of a hufband, in which 
fhe perfectly fucceeded. Randolph aded hk 
part fo well, that he took care to give the 
Scotch nobility about Mary's perfon, the moft 
frightful ideas of her marriage with the arch- 
duke. In June, Elizabeth ordered Randdph 
to prefent to Mary his letters of recall to Eng- 
land. By this time, Maitland was expefted ill \ 
Scotland, where Elizabeth had obtained a com- 
plete afcendency among Mary*s coutifellorSi 
and particularly with the earl of Murray, who 
continued ftill to be at the head of her affairs. 
Mary was then thoroughly feniible of Mur- 
ray's connections with Elizabeth, as well as • 
with Knox, and the other heads of the con- 
gregation, who thought th^y had no fafety 
but in abridging her prerogative. She had not 
ventured to confult Murray upon her marri^ 
age with the archduke of Auftria ; and that 
nobleman was now fo much in Elizabeth's in- 
tereft, that Randolph advifed Cecil to fend all 
fufpcded letters that were intercepted in Eng^ 
land relating to Mary, unopened to the earl of 
Murray. Maitland had returned to Scotland 
about the end of June ; and Elizabeth had re- 
called Randolph only to fatisfy herfelf mi- 
nutely 
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niutely about the afFaics of Scotland, and to a. d. 1563. 
give him a frefli fet of inftruclions of a pretty 
extraordinary nature. As they have come to 
our hands/ the reader will naturaHy expeft 
fome account of them here. 

The introdudory part is general; and, as Hcrpropo- 
ufual, filled with warm, though unmeaning, 
profeffions of friendfliip. Elizabeth then to- 
tally .condemns Mary's propofal of marriage 
with the archduke (though Ihe was in a man- 
ner courting that prince at this very time); 
and flie drewdly gives Mary to underftand, 
that ihe muft forfeit her friendihip, if jQie con- 
tinues to be under the direftion of her enemy, 
the cardinal of Lorrain. She then intimates, 
that if fhe perfeveres in her refolution to marry 
a foreign priijce, flie muft endanger her fuc- 
ceffion to the crown of England. Randolph 
was next to inform her, that fhe will favour 
diat fuccdOion, and the declaration of it, pro- 
tided Mary will take her (Elizabeth's) advice 
h marriage. 

Mary took time to confider of Randolph's >« received 

' ^ * with md\g- 

propofals, which Ihe communicated to Murray f^^'^on. 
and Maitland. We can fcarccly queftion that fhe 
•received them with indignation ; but fhe was 
teder a neceflity of treating them with the 
greateft decency, and even feeming to comply 
with -their purpofe. Randolph made his re- 
port accordingly to Elizabeth; but that dif- 
earning princefs thought fhe difcovered a re- 

G g 2 fcrve 
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A.D.S563. ferve and coldnefs in Maty's anfwers; and 
therefore Randolph was furniihed with a new 
fet of inftruAions, and with a ring, which hO) 
was to prefent Mary froni Elizabeth,, as a 
lafting memorial of her friendfhip and 2^See« 
tion. to her lifter queen, Mary, who wa3 theq 
indifpofed, received and wore the ring widi , 
the moft profound expreflions of regar4 fot 
Elizabeth, She was no fooner recoyered^ 
than Randolph was admitted to an audienccir 
The principal end of his infirudions was to re- 
peat Elizabeth's difapprobation of Mary match-« 
ing with any foreign prince, and to p^int out 
the idea of fuch a nPiatch as would be mofib 
agreeable to Elizabeth; but without naming: 
any particular perfon. *' Therein (fays Eli-i 
zabcth in her inftruftions) we do. promife hcrj 
that if ihe will give us juft caufe to thinks that 
flie will in the choice of her m^vriage ihew' 
herfelf conformable to this our opinion ctet* 
clared, we will thereupon further proceed tc^ 
the inquifition of her rights by all good meant 
in her furtherance, and ihall be content to 
give ear to any thing that iball he thoughft 
meet by her and her council to be declared io; 
her favour : And if we fhall find the matter tor 
fall out in her behalf, then upon pdain : koowvf 
ledge had with whom ihe fliall match in maiv 
riage, we will proceed to the declaration of 
her right, as we might do for our natural flfc 
tcr or daughter,*^ j 

Though 
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Thotigh Elizabeth had, from an excefs of a. a 1561/ 
ddicacyp avoided all mention of the perfon 
\(rhom fhe recommended to Mary as a hufband^ 
yet Randolph made no lecret that ihe meant 
the lord Robert Dudley, afterwards earl of 
Leiccftcr, and brother to the carl of- Warwick, 
who had fb bravely, though ineffeftually, de- 
fended Havre. When the earl of Murray was- 
cO0fulted, by Randolph, about this match, he 
exprefle4 himfelf in favour of it ; but though ' 
be lifcd more freedom with Mary than any 
odiec nobleman did, he would not undertake 
to recommend fuch a man as the lord Robert 
was, to her as a hufband. We c^ fcarcely, 
iiowever, fuppofe, tha^ Mary was ignorant 
tbat Dudley was the man. She received feve-* 
nd letters from France, and from the queen-* 
mother in particular, with the mofl extrava- 
gant * proinifes of fri^ndihip and ai&ftance, if 
ihe would rejed a marriage fb very imfuitable^ 
to her rank and expectations. But it mufi be 
acknowledged that at this time ihe was in a 
^depkirable fituation. The reformed mob, a- vjoienceitf 
frelh inftigated by Knox, had committed re- J^^^J^J". 
peated infults againft her Roman catholic fer^ ScoUand, 
▼anta at Holyrood-houfe ; and it was with dif^ 
Acuity that a prieft who was performing mafs 
privately, faved himfelf by a back-door from 
being torn in pieces by their fury. Mary was 
then at LochJeven^ and refented thofe infults 
Jb greatly^ dhat flie refufcd to return to Edin<r 

burgh 
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A,D.i563. burgh till the oflFenders were brought to jot 
tice ; and ordered Knox to attend her, whkk 
he accordingly did. 
inftigatedby In convetfing with him, flie foon difcovcred, 
is acquitted that the outrages fhe complained of, did not 
^67, proceed from the hafty ungovernable zeal of 
the delinquents; but that Knox had laid it 
down as a capital maxim with his party, that 
they had a right to punifh priefts with death, 
wherever they could be found faying ma£k The 
reader in the notes ^ will find the refult of the 
converfation, which lafted two hours, between 
the queen and Knox, who feem to have parted 
with little fnutual fatisfa£tion. ' It is doing no 
more than jufiice to the [^rotefiant nobility in 
Scotland, when I obferv^, that they were ht 
from approving either of Knox's behaviour or 
principles ; and ther^ feems, at this time, to 
have been a feparation between them and the 
clergy« In the next general aflembly that met 
this year, I find the names of the duke of Chat« 
leheraut, the earls of Argylc, Murray, Morton, 
Glencairn, and Marifchal, fecretary Maitland,' 

• She aflced him, Will ye allow that they fhall take my fword 
in their hand ? To this he anfwered. That the iWord of juftico 
was God^s fword, and that if princes made not the right ufe of k*- 
the rulers under them that feai" God ought to do it. And tQ 
prove this he told her, that Samuel flparcd not to flay Agag, the 
fat and delicate king of Amalek, whom Saul had &ved j neither 
fpared Elias Jezebel's falfe prophets, and Baal^s falfe priefts, al* 
beit that king Ahab was prefent. Phineas was no magtftrate, and 
yet he feared not to ftrike Zimriand Cozbi.in the very a£^ of 
filthy fornication 5 for he no ways doubted but they .were at 
my(:h guided by the fpirit of God as any of thefb were. Kmox. 

Sir 
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Sir John Wifhart of Pitarrow, comptroller, and a;d. 1565, 
Sir John Bannetym of Auchnoul, juftice-clerk, 
befides tdfiiops, fuperintendents, minifters, com- 
miffioners, barons, burgeffes, and gentlehien 
in a great number. The preachers complained 
heavily in this affembly of their poor provi- 
fions ; and that the greateft part of the thirds 
paid to the queen was applied to maintain her 
new body-guard, or to pay penfions to papifts-^ 
In anfwer to thofe complaints, the minifters of 
ftate faid, that as the preachers had feparated 
themfelves from them, and flood upon their 
own footing, they muft depend upon them- 
ielves for redsefs. This produced a very intcr- 
cfting debate between the two orders. Knox, 
at firft, kept a profound filence; but being 
called- upon to fpeak, he appealed to the afTeni- 
bly, whether he had not been in the way of his 
duty;* as laid down by themfelves, in giving 
public notice of all priefts and frequenters of 
mafs? ^ The danger (faid he) which appeared 
at tny accufation was not ib fearfuU as the 
words which' come to my earcs war dolorous 
to my heart; for thefe words war plainlie 
^ken, and that, by fome profeffors. What 
can the pope doe more than fend forth his let- 
ters, and command them to be obeyed ? Lett 
me have your judgements therefore, whether I 
Lave ufurped anie power to myfelf, or have 
onlie- obeyed your commandement ?" The 
affembly did not fail to juftify Knox iT\ all 

he 
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A. D. 1563. jje ha J done ; and thus the courtiers, or(i< 

they are called in the record) the queen's 

placebos, were difappointed in their* aim; for 

they had promifed her to bring Knox undtf 

eccleiiaftical cenfures ; but to underfland this 

tranfa6iion the better, it is neceflary to have 

here fome retrofpeft. 

and by the ^^^ Conference between the queen and Knoac 

avu power. ^^ Lochlcvcn proving abortive, Mary infifted 

upon his being called before the privy-coun- \ 
cil, and tried for having iflued circular letten ^ 
for all his proteftant brethren to afiemble at 
Edinburgh, and to be prefent at the tnab of 
two rioters who had been concerned m the late 
tumults. As the alTembling fubjeds in a bodji 
without lawful authority, was an :^ of tm* 
fon, the council refolved tp prgfecutc Knpx. 
But this muft be done in the ordinary way of 
juilice, and he happened to .be tfied by the very 
judges and jury who Wfsre the .chief agentis if 
the treafon of which he was .{iccufed Hip 
was unanimouily. acquitted ;, and jeven ^e U* 
.fhop of Rois, a papift, who was prefident of 
the feffion, and a lord of the juiUo^ry, .cop* 
icurred in the verdift. 
1564. Mary from this, and many other appear- 
ances, plainly faw, that her authority wv Qovir 
iiivided between her minift^rs of (late and 
the preachers. She had loft her iphief foreign 
fupport in the perfon of the duke of Guifik 
The .emperor, for the reafos^ J have alr^y 

mentioned^ 
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. mentioned, was cool in his propofal of her a. 0.1564. 
marriage with the archduke; and ilie was 
touched to the quick with the affront intended 
her by Elizabeth, in propoiing the lord Robert 
Dudley to her for a hufband. It was not till J*®'^^^ 

' ^ bcrt Dudley 

the twentieth of March this year, that Ran- n^medas* 

huflband to 

dolph, by Elizabeth's orders, ventured to name Mary, 
that nobleman to Mary as a hufband. It is 
next to certain, that Elizabeth did not in 
reality intend this match ihould take place ; as 
file had given lord Robert, who was one of 
the handfomeft, though one of the moft worth* 
kfiy.of herfubjeftsj proofs,. that could be by 
no means equivocal, . of her own affection for 
his perfon. , The Scotch nobility, in convcrfing 
upon the Xubjeft with Randolph, treated the 
propofal in a ludicrous light ; and though 
Mary difcovered no marks of refentment at 
Elizabeth, yet ihe told Randolph, that by mar* 
tying a perfon fo much inferior in rank to her- 
felf, flhe muft tranfgrefs one of Elizabeth's re- 
peated advices to her, that Ihe ihould rcfpect 
herfdf. With regard to the bait which Eliza- 
beth had thrown out to her, of declaring the 
fucceffion in her favour, it could be of very lit- 
tle confequence, as Elizabeth was a young wo- 
man, and probably would have children of 
her. own, and as one parliament might undo 
what another had done. She propofed, how- 
ever,, that Murray, Argyle, and Maitland, 
fliould have a conference with the earl of Bed^ 
VoL.VL Hh fordi 
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A. D. 1564. fQj.j^ and other Englifli commiffiodtfrd Mp&S 
the borders. I perceiVe that abbut this tkiill 
the emperor had probably difcdveftd H&m^ 
beth's duplicity in renewing the treaty id 
marriage with the archduke, whom h& tigtht 
offered in marriage to Mary, with a tJiiMb 
larger fum than he had before propofed^ hf 
the mediation of the cardinal of Lorraitt. 

mho(e fnc- ; As fooi) as it was known in Enirlaad that 

ccffionii M ^ 

Mpofed in conferences were to be opened for fettkdg tfae 
fucceflion to that crown, one Hales, a lawyer, 
wrote a treatife to prove the tight which the 
Suffolk family had, in preference to Maiy, dr 
any other competitor. The title of the book 
was, ^^ A Declaration of the SuccellioB of tkr 
Crown Imperial of England ;'' but thcmgk it 
has been iince printed, its contents difcorer 
the author to have been poffeffed of no grtit 
compafs either of law or learning. As fac itid 
xnade free with Elizabeth's name, on account 
of her feverity towards the earl of Hertfordgi 
he was committed to prifon, as were ftTCrat 
of his employers ; and it was difcovered, thai 
Hales had been for fome time tamperibg witb 
the foreign univerfities to have their opinions 
on the fubjefl of his book. Cecil abd Sii: 
John Mafon were for laying it before the 
judges ; but Elizabeth referred the cogmaanea 
of it to herfelf, hinting, that (he would ordier 
commiifioners to enquire into the matter, and 
lay the report before her, without its goin^ 

through 
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trough the common courts of law. As lady A. d. 1564. 
Catliarine Qray's pretenfioiis were by no means 
{brmidahle, and asiheand ber hufband were then 
prifoners in the Tower, and under Elizabeth's 
jdifpleafure, the friends of the houfe of Lenojc 
pob]i(:ly mentioned the ^flue pf Henry the £&• 
ycnth's elded daughter, as having a prior right 
^eo to the queen of Scots her£elf, becaufe the 
lady Margaret Douglas, countefs of Lenox, 
Aood one degree nearer to the royal blood of 
England than Mary did. This plea, though 
iodefeniible, wa^ far fironger than that of the 
Suffolk family^ and found maqy friends in 
JEngland, though I do not perceive that it ever 
wa9 favoured either by the earl or countefs o£ 
JLenox* 
Elizabeth, though iealous even to a degree ciisabetii 

- - ... 1 ^ rccom- 

(tf tyranny m every pomt relating to her fuc- mcndi u- 
(cffioni difcovered great coldnefs in profecu- Mjiry. 
ting Kales, which occaiioned Mary (who no 
doubt thought her fucceflion in danger) to en* 
ter into a fecret correfpondence with Lenox, 
tbat by peaking his fon lord Darnley, her huf<- 
Van4» flw might ftrengthen her party in Eng* 
land. So early as the tv^enty-fecond of May, 
JUndolph had intelligence oi this intercourfe 
between Mary and the earl of Lengx, whofe 
pretext for repairing to Scotland was, that he 
might obtain a review and reverfal pf his fen- 
tencc of forfeiture. Raqdolph hinted to Ce- 
^]f that Lenox ought, by all m9»ns, to bp 

Hha ftopt 
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A. 0.1564. ftopt from proceeding on his journey; and^ 
Elizabeth wrote to Mary to the fame cffcd, 
It happened that, but a few days before, Eliza- 
beth had wrote to Mary in ftrong terms in 
favour of the earl of Lenox, and for revcrf- 
ing his forfeiture. When Mary afterwards ob* 
jefted to this inconfiftency, flie pretended that 
flie recommended the earl of Lenox only on 
account of his private a£Fairs ; and that Mary 
had afted with duplicity in tr^atin^ with hini 
for a marriage with his fon. 

The lord Robert Dudley was foon after 
created earl of Leicefter; and Mary refolvcd 
to employ Mr. Melvil (afterwards Sir James) 
at the court of England, to found Elizabeth's 
real intentions. 
Ufary'i Tir- I^ appcars f rom Randolph's difpatches to Ce« 
icmiilSt. ^^^» though not from any contemporary Scotch 
hiftorian, that Mary applied herfelf with indc^ 
fatigable care, at this time, to the internal go- 
vernment of her kingdom. She appointed 
three days a week for expediting the caufes of 
her poorer fubjefts. She encreafed the falaries 
of her judges, on account of their additional 
attendance; and ffie often prefided in courts 
of equity in perfon. She figned inftrudUons 
with her own hand for the more fpeedy admi* 
niftration of juftice, efpecially in thofe courts 
that had been eftablifhed in place of the con» 
fiflory, or the courts which had formerly be- 
longed to bifhops. She continued to treat EH- 

zab'jth 
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Mbcth* with the greateft fliow of afFe6Hon, A.D.1564. 

•though it was at this time cooled. Her pro- 
tefiant fubjefts had nothing to complain of; 
and if flie difcovered any animofity towards 
Knox, it was only that he might be fent out 
of her dominions, for his treafonable practices. 
Meivil, in his Memoirs "^j has given us a copy ^*^ ^^t^ 

- of his inftruclions, by which it appears that 
tUerc ha4 been a difcontinuance, for two 
months, of all correfpondence between Eliza* 
bcth and Mary ; and th^t the latter fufpefted 
Elizabfstb's affeftions towards her. were cooled. 
Elizabeth, after fome altercation with Melvil, 
concerning an angry letter flie had received 

' from Mary, feemed entirely appeafed; and 
upon Melvil's making an apology, tore before 
his face the letter complained of. She recom- 
mended the lord Robert Dudley in the warmeft 
terms for a hufband to Mary ; and declared 
that fhe would herfelf have married him, had 
flic ever minded to have taken a hufband ; but 
that being determined to end her life in vir- 
ginity, flie wifhed that the queen her fifter 
would marry him. At the fame time, ftic 

^ Th^ Memoirs were publiflied by one George Scot in 1683, 
ft bondrejd years after the tranfa6lions mentioned in them hap- 
pened. Their ftile feems to have been modernized ; nor am I 
<inite fatjsfied with the account which the editor gives of their 
prefervation, difcovcry, *and publication. They have, how- 
ever, hitherto pafled as genuine ; and, in the main, they un- 
doabtediy are fo. I (hall in the courfe of this hiftory give my 
Kafons if I (hould be of opinion that fome part of them ar^ 
Qthfrwife. 

could 
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.A.IX1564. could not conceal her own fondneft for hii 

perfon ; for, according to Melvil, fhe even tp 

primanded him for having, in converfaticn^ 

mentioned the earl of Bedford's name before 

Lord Ro. that of lord Robert. In a day or two aftCTi 

Jri of Let when flie created him earl of Leicefter^ (he a& 

iifted in putting on his robes ; and even tickled 

his neck with her fingers, while he was fitting 

gravely before her on his knees. That Eli^a? 

beth knew of Mary's inclination for the lord 

Parnley can hardly be doubted, from Her 

pointing to him, (for he that day carried tht 

fword of ilate) and telling Melvil, that he liked 

better of yonder long (tall) lad than of her 

favourite. Melvil, like an expert courtier^ Vh 

fwered, ^^ That no woman of fpirit would 

inake choice of fuch a man, who more u* 

fembled a woman than a man; for he WM 

handfome, beardlefs, ' and lady-faced." 

^ Though I have given thofe fafts upoa thA 

about Mel- credit of MelviPs Memoirs, yet if they arc get 

moin. nuine they muft be very inaccurate. ' The au^ 

thor pretends, that his infirudions were dated 

the twenty-eighth of September ; whereas it i* 

certain, from the peerage of England, and other 

evidences, that the very next day being Mi» 

chaelmas, Dudley's creation, as earl of Leicef« 

ter, took place ; not to mention that Randolp]|, 

on the fourth of Oftober, received new inftnic- 

.tions, in which mention is made of Melvil's 

having obtained an audience of Elizabeth. The* 

the 
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I tile bcfaaTiour of that princefs towards Dudley, ^^- >5^- 
-. at the dtne of his creation, has hitherto paiTed 
GQrrcnt among hifiorians, yet it feems to have 
t been too indecent and too indelicate evein for 
- Slieabeth, upon fo public and fo critical an oc- 
cafion. 

When Leinox came to Maiy's court, which Contfpood- 
he di^ in September, this year, he prefented twetnMafj 
Ijtt trtth a letter of recommendation from Eli- Jctiu 
tabedi^ Mary had now finiihed her hunting 
' fiafotiy by making a progrefs through the more 
imthe^n parts of her dominions ; and Ihe an- 
(tirtd Elizabeth's letters, (which feem, indeed. Dated Oc« 
only to regard Lenox's reftitution to his cftates) ^^^ ^ 
widi the greatefl: refpeft and politenefs. Soon 
after this, Randolph arrived in Scotland, fur^ 
Biflied with the inilruclions I have already 
Oieatioded. They are ftill extant in Cecil's 
, hand; but contain nothing rbaterial, except 
4 fimic oblique reproaches to Mary, in the affair 
of tJic earl of Lenox, which Elizabeth teritis a 
comedy ; but fhe fays, that it had almofi ended 
like a tragedy. She clofes the whole with an 
iatimation, that fhe was ready to give orders 
for opebing the conferences at Berwick Con- 
cifaiiig Mary's marriage, and adjufting htt 
right to the fuGceifion. Mary appeared to be 
IQ no hurry about the conferences ; but was faf 
from declining them ; and, in the mean time, 
ihe tint ond Walfh, as an agent into England, 
fO tiy the firength of the Roman catholic party 

there. 
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A* D. 1564. there, and to found them upon her fuccd&c 

His buiinefs came to the knowledge of theEn] 

« lifh minifliy, and occaiioned feveral fharp akcp 

cations between Randolph and Maitland. 

^i'wreff^i ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Lenox appeared to great advaiK 
Bj Mary, tagc at Mary's court ; and flie did all flie could.] 

to prevent the old quarrel between him and the* 
duke of Chatleheraut from being revived. Ht 
made prefents of jewels to all Mary^s miniftersi 
excepting Murray, who was every iday now de- 
clining in her efteem^ That nobleman had de« 
clared himfelf an enemy to Mary's match with 
Leicefler ; but did not feem to favour that with 
Darnley. Mary had probably received fome in* 
timation of his high credit with Cecil, and lier i^ 
other enemies at the Engli(h court ; aod what- 
ever appearance there was of a coldnfefs betwciw 
him and Knox, fhe was fenfible that his nod' ' 
exerting himfelf againfl that preacher, was tht ■ 
chief caufe of all the mortifications and affronts 
Ihe had endured. As to Maitland, he made no 
fecret of his being utterly averfc to Mary's 
matching with Leicefler ; and publicly dedared,- 
that the behaviour of Elizabeth to that favotir-w 
ite (which, at this time, he niight underftaod: 
from Melvil) afforded ftrong fufpicion of Eli-^ 
zabeth preffmg the marriage, only that if MaxT^ 
fhould confent to it, he might appear more wor« 
thy of her own bed. 

conwcft at After feveral delays it was agreed, that/'Mttr<«. 

Bcfwick j^y and Maitland fliould meet with the fearl of 

Bedford 
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Bedford and Randolph, at Berwick, to treat of a, d. 1564^ 
the marriage. This meafure probably was fug- 
gefted to Mary by Maitland ; that the Englilh 
minifters having loft all hopes of perfuading 
Mary to accept of Leicefter for a huftand might, 
of themfelves, propofe Darnley, whom the 
queen had not as yet mentioned as deftined for 
that honour. Randolph eafily perceived this 
to be their intention, and very freely laid be- 
fore Elizabeth the fentiments of the Scotch 
court, concerning the marriage with Leicefter, 
as I have reprefented them. The meeting at 
Berwick took place on the eighteenth of No- 
vembet- ; and here Maitland had a full oppojrtu- 
nity of difplay ing his acknowledged fuperiority of 
parts over the other ftatefmen. He unravelled all 
Elizabeth's infidious plans, in offering Leicefter 
asra hufband tahis miftrefs ; and ftiewed, " that Letter fi«m 
nothing more was offered with Leicefter, but, Bedford and 
in general terms to fay, that great good would ^^^^^^ 
cnfu'c to both the realms; and that as the queen's ^^* ^^'"^ 
majefty, your miftrefs, had begun to advance 
him, fo flie will go farther, as ftie may perceive 
good liking of him from thence : This import- 
cth nothing elfe but a defire in your miftreft 
that ours fliould not marry great, and herfelf 
to be at liberty to do what ftie will, and dif- 
pofe of our miftrefs as flie lifteth ; for plainly I 
muft fay, that my L. Robert, as only carl of 
Leicefter, is no fit match for our fovereign, 
nor in that refpeft her honour fo confidercd as 
Vol. VI. I i friendly 
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^ D. 1564, friendly and fiftcrly, as it ought to be," The 
above are the words of Maitland, as reprefented 
by Randolph. The latter, in anfwer, proceeded 
in general termfr; and to fliew that Mary's ac- 
cepting of Leicefter for a hufband would con- 
ciliate the favour of Elizabeth, faid, that he was a 
more unexceptionable match than any fo- ' 
reign prince. The EngliQi embafl'adors care- 
fully avoided all mention of lord Darnley, tho- 
Maitland gave them a fair opening. He re- 
quired them to name an Englifli fubjeft as a 
match for their miftrefs ; and declared that he 
loved Leicefter as well as any other ; but that 
the objeftion he had to him was, that he was 
not a king. Maitland then propofcd, that if 
Mary jttiould chufe a hufband from any country 
not excepted to by Elizabeth, the latter Ihould 
fettle upon her a penfion, and afcertain her right 
of fucceflion. He obfervcd, that if fuch a pre- 
liminary was agreed to, it might go far in fill- 
ing Mary's marriage in favour of Leicefter: 
nay, they promifed, in fuch an event, to favour 
Leicefter's pretenfions. The Englifh commif« 
fioners, who in reafoning and eloquence were 
no matches for Maitland, mentioned the precar 
rious ftate of Mary's {uctGfTion ; but Murray de- 
clared, « That there was nothing more needful 
for their miftrefs than to have thefe matters put 
out of doubt ; and that fhe could not long re* 
main in thefe terms, to be in an affured friend* 
fliip with no man. Their advice was to their 

, ^ . fovc- 
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fovereign/' that flie fhould marry ; the people a.d, isfi^ 
craved it at her hands ; her eftate required it ; 
and they the more carneft to prefs her to it, 
becaufe fome envious men have fpread abroad, 
* that they would not that fhe fliould marry, 
that they alone might have the government : 
wherefore they warned and affured us, that if 
ittooknot efFe<9:inEnglandfhortly,itmufl: needs 
do elfewhere;" Thus thofe conferences broke oflF ineffcauai^ 
widiout much fatisfaclion to either party, far-* 
ther than that each found the other infincere. 
Leicefier, during this period, was himfelf in 
a difagreeable fituation. He knew Elizabeth Prudence of 
too well to believe that fhe would make him ^^^" 
herhuiband; and he muft ruin himfelf in her 
affi^bns, if he fliould difcover any forward- 
nclk for his match with Mary, however flatter- 
ing it was to his ambition* Elizabeth, on the 
other hand, could not but be pleafed that 
Mary had fixed her mind upon a (fubjed): of 
England for her hufband ; and that by her in* 
tiigues flie had driven her fifl:er- queen from all 
thoughts of matching with a foreign prince. 
She was in hopes that Lenox's eftate and de« 
pendencies in England would render herfelf 
miftreis of the match ; and flie found her views 
for 'perplexing and delaying it, (which was all 
file meant) as well anfwered in the perfon of 
Darnlcy as of Leicefter. The vifible preference 
given to Cbe earl of Lenoicby Mary, continued ta 
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A. p. 1564. excite the jealoufy of the Hamilton famUy, who 
fued to Elizabeth for her protection ; and feme 
of the other Scotch noblemen likewife diiliked 
the match with Darnley, The family of An- 
gus, the head of which was a minor earl, the 
carl of Morton, and the Douglaffes in general, 
were particularly interefted in oppofing it, be- 
caufe of the claim which the countefs of Lenox» 
as the only furviving child of the laft earl of 
Angus, had upon that eftate. Mary very 
wifely prevailed upon Lenox and his wife ta 
drop that claim, and to fufFer the eftate and ho- 
nours to continue to the heirs male, by whick 
fixe removed very confiderable impediments to 
her marriage. 
Lenox re- In DeccHlber this year, the Scotch parlia* 
P^uSmcnt. nient met. The repeal of Lenox's attainder 
was thought to be the chief bufinefs of the af- 
fembly/ That repeal accordingly took place; 
and I perceive from Randolph's difpatches, that 
Mary was particularly follicitoiis to prevent, 
any oppofition from Murray, whofe title and 
eftate was confirmed to him in the fame parlia-^ 
ment. Several acts pafl'ed likewife in favour of 
the leading proteftants ; and the celebration of 
mafs, excepting in the queen's chapel, vsras ren- 
dered capital, with the forfeiture of goods and 
lands. Mary, as ufual, opened this parliament 
with a fpeech, in which fhe did not fail to dc* 
clare that ihe confented to the repeal of Le- 



nox's 
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box's forfeiture, at the requeft and fuit of her a. d. 1x64. 
fitter of England. 

No fooner was Mary's intention known in ^^^^' 
favour of the Lenox family, than the countefs *«»^*^^ 
of Lenox afked Elizabeth leave for her fon to 
repair to Scotland, to participate with his father 
in the joy of their being repoffeffed of their 
eftates and honours. Elizabeth, who had ne- 
ver yet received any formal declaration from 
Mary of her intended match with Darnley, 
had many reafons for not oppofing his journey; 
^nd yet it does not appear that ihe anally 
gave her confent. All that can be faid is, that 
Darnley, as had been concerted between Mary 
and his father, fet out incognito for Scotland ; 
but no fooner was his arrival known there, 
than Elizabeth ordered his mother to be put 
under arreft. This was a flate policy peculiar 
to that great princefs, that fhe might fiill, as 
ihe had done in the cafe of L.enox, objed to the 
marriage, though ihe had follicited the repeal 
of the attainder. But Elizabeth, by this time, ^ ^ 
had her private reafons for wifliing that Mary 
ihould match with Darnley. The king of 
Sweden, the prince of Spain, the archduke of 
Auftria, the prince of Conde, and the duke of 
Orleans, were renewing their feveral fuits for 
her hand in marriage ; and her uncle, the cardi- 
nal of Lorrain, was interefting /himfelf more 
than ever to prevail with her to marry a fo- 
reign prince. But a ftill greater perfonage now 

pre- 
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A. 0.1565. prefented himfelf in the perfon of the young 
The French ^^"g of Fraxicc, who had applied, by D'Oyflid 
kiDg couru f^j. ^ difpetifation at the court of Rome to marry • 

his brother's widow. 

It muft be acknowledged that Mary's diflima- 
lation, at this time, equalled that of her fifter 
Elizabeth. She was afraid that the duke o£ 
Chatleheraut and the earl of Murray might 
head a party for renewing the treaty of Bcr* 
wick with Elizabeth, cfpecially after it was 
known that the earl of Lenox and his fon pro- 
felled the catholic religion. She therefore af- 
feded a great complaifance towards Elizabetli; 
and even fo late as the fifth of February this 
year, when Randolph prefented her with a let- 
ter from Elizabeth requiring her final refdn* 
tion as to her marriage, her anfwer was, ^ That 
if the queen (Elizabeth) will ufe her as her 
born fifter or daughter, fhe will obey as a SSLei\ 
but if not, Ihe mud not look to be fo far ruled 
by her : for my mind, continues ihe to my 
lord Robert, is as it ought to be to a noble 
gentleman, and fuch an one as your mifirefi 
would marry, if he were not her fubjeft; but ill 
it your miftrefs may rule me if Ihe pleafe/' 
who faiit in Mary was at the houfe of Wemys, on a pro- 
pJ^jT'J* grefs flie was making into Fife, when fiie fiiil 
faw Damley. Whatever fentiments of ainfai^ 
tion or policy ihe might have entertained be* 
fore this time, they feem now to have vaniihed 
before thofe of love. His age was not above 

twenty ; 
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:wcnty ; his ftature exceeded fix feet ; and Sir a. d. 1565. 
fames Melvil fays, that the queen declared him 
to be the propereft and beft proportioned tall 
man flie had ever feen ; for (adds Melvil) he 
vas long and fmall, even and ftrait. His face 
•was beautiful even to effeminacy ; and, in fliort, 
Ic was fuch as Mary's ideas had figured out to 
her for a hufband. The eflfeAs of his appear- 
ance were almoft inftantaneous ; and Mary re* 
folvcd to fend Ledington once more as her em- 
baflador to the courts of England and France, 
to reconcile them to her marriage with the man 
on whom flie had abfolutely placed her affec- 
tions. She now blamed her uncle, the cardi- 
nal, for intermeddling fo officioufly in the af- 
frir of her marriage. Ledington arrived at 
London on the eighteenth of April ; and Eli- 
zabeth referred him for an anfwer to her privy- 
council, who diffuaded Elizabeth from agreeing 
to the propofed marriage, in the terms which 
the reader will find in the notes ^; a copy of 

• A determination of the privy-council of England, upon tlic 
Carriage for the queen of Scots, May i, 1565. 

The queen's majefty having underftood from her good (Ifter, 
4c queen of Scots, by her principal fecretary, the lord of Le- 
fington, that the queen, his miftrefs, continuing in her former 
intention to require the advice of the queen's majefty in her 
marriage ; and having for her fake, as he faith, foreborn to 
bearken to the matching with any foreign prince, hath thought 
meet to fend him hither to underftand her majefty's mind in a 
■latter moved to the queen, his miftrefs, for a marriage with the 
brdDarnley, what her majefty liketh thereof; ^and further, to 
let her majefty underftand, that if the queen, his miftrefs, may 
bare her majefty's good -will and aflent thereto, flie could incline 
|i^lf to the fame. Hereupon, although her majefty, at the 
" ■*■ fii'ft. 
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A*a 1565* which Throgmorton was ordered imihediatdy j 
to carry to Scotland, to be laid before Mary. 

firft, found this matter very ftrange and unlikely on the part, u 
well of her fitter, as on the part of the parents of the lord Dam- 
ley himfelf, being her maj city's fubjefts, and fo much bound to 
her and the crown of England, as none could be more j yet her 
majefty thought it very fit to communicate this meflage to her 
privy-council, and to undcrftand their advices in the feme j and 
to this intent, the counfellors, whofe names be underwritteUf 
were made privy to the meflage abovementioned, and to all 
other circumftanccs thereunto conveniently belonging. 

And after fundry conferences and lon^ deliberations, and 
many arguments among themfelves, they all, with one aflent 
and judgment, thought this marriage of my lord Damley, b^ 
ing attended with fuch circumdances as therein do appear, toba 
unmeet, unprofitable, and direflly prejudicial to the iincere 
amity between both the queens, and confequendy perilous to 
the continuance of the mutual good, concord, and tranquillitjf 
that at prefent is known to be, and were to be eamefily defired 
on both parts, to be made perpetual betwixt both the rcalmit 
and therefore the faid counfellors did, for further advice thereiii> 
think meet, that if the proceeding in this intended xauwff 
with the lord Darnley (hould depend upon the queen's majely^I 
affcnt, fhe fliould do well not to accord thereunto j but accord- 
ing to the proceffion of the fincere amity that is betwixt thdr 
majeilies, and in refpefl of the continuance of the commoA' 
tranquillity, (hould move her to forbear from this, as a thing 
plainly prejudicial to them both, and confequently dangerous to '] 
the weal of both their countries, and offer unto her a free eke- 
f ion of any other of the nobility, either in this whole realm cr 
ifle, or in any other place, being fuitable to her place, and 
agreeable to both the realms ; and therein alfo for her fatisCK- 
tion to yield unto her as much friendihip and benefit, as upoA 
further conference might be devifed to be j firfl, as honourable 
as this is that is intended ; and fecondly, more commodioui to 
both the princes, and more profitable and plaufibly to the no- 
bility and common people of both the realms. 

Wherein the faid counfellors (thinking the like of the reft of 
the nobility, and fage men of the realm) did, for their parts, ac- 
cording to their moft bounden duties, humbly offer unto bee 
majefty, that whatfoever fhould feem meet, and would be td- 
vifed for the queen of Scots, with fome other meeter marriagei 
being agreeable to the honour of God, and juftice, and cpnyei 

nient. 
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Be was; at the fame time, furniflied by Eliza- ^ ^' 's^s- 
1)eth with additional arguments to perfuade 
Mary to break oflF the match, 

* Elizabeth chofe Throgmorton for this -pur- Throfmor. 
fofc, againft the opinion of Cecil, and her 'Zli^T 
other minifters, who were jealous of his abDi- 
ties, and had reprefented him to her as fecretly 
favouring the Scotch queen's right to the fuc- 
ceflion. He had, however, given fuch proofs 
of his firmnefs, fagacity, and attachment to his' 
fovereign, that Elizabeth knew he would de- 
dine his commiflion, if he difliked it. He ac- 
cepted ef it readily ; and Maitland, who had 
Bot expected fo vigorous an oppofition to his 
prc^fal, or that fo aWe a minifter as Throg- 
morton would be employed to counteraft it, 
ventured to return to Scotland, where he thought 
be could do hismiftrefs more fervice than by pro- 
ceeding to France. The two embaffadors tra- 
velled to Scotland in company together, where 

Bient to maintain the concord and amity already begun between 
the two realms, the fame fhould be allowed with their advices, 
•nd furthered with their fer^'ices at all times, when her majefty 
flKmld command them, according to their moil humble and loyal 
duties -; whereupon they do firmly truft, that if the matter may 
lie firmly thought upon and confidered l?y wife and good men on 
both parts, good fuccefs may enfue, to the honour and comfort 
of both the princes, ancP to the eftablifhing of a perpetual con- 
cord, peace, and tranquillity betwixt the two nations. Primo 
Maii, 15165. Anno leptimo Elizabethae reginx. Winchefter, 
Norfolk, Pembroke, E. Clinton, E. Rogers, F. Knolles, William 
Petre, John Mafonc, Ry. Cajccbyle, Edward Derby, W. How- 
Ud, W. Cecil. 

Voi-VI. Kk they 
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A. D. 1565. they found public affairs in the utmoft coafu* ' 

fioiiy and threatening a national combuftion. 
vhere Le- This was occafioned by the return of henox 
D^nXy ^- to Scotland, and the arrival of Darnley, TTie 
"*^* duke of Chatlcheraut, the earls of Murray and 

Argyle, with other lay heads of the Refonna- 
tion, looked upon the great favour Leiioa^ wa^ 
in with Mary, as portending their ruin, aod 
that of their religion. They informed Ran- 
dolph that their great dependence lay upon 
Elizabeth once more for deliverance ; and tQ 
encourage her to interpofe, they began to 
ftrengthen their party fo as to bid defiance ta 
their popiih adverfaries, if they fhould attempt 
any alterations. The earl of Lenox appears to 
have been a man of no de^p^ or bright^^ paints j 
and his fon's intellects were fcallow even to cp»- 
tempt, though his being bred about the E^g- 
lifli court had given him a decent and police 
air. Lenox, inftead of flioderating mattery 
with Chatleheraut, and the other congregation* 
ifts, gave them great offence, by his open pro- 
feflion of popery, and greater by his foraiij^g ^. 
party among the nobility, confifting of tkofe 
who were Ron^an catholics, or indifferent as to. 
all matters of religion, or of broken fortunes. 
and ready to embark in any defperate under- 
taking. The earls of Athol and Caithncfe, tke 
lord Robert, ,the lord Hume and Ruthv^n, aiQ 
particularly mentioned, though the latter waj 



O F S C O T L A N a 251 

aftetwards capitally concerned in the moft out- a. d. 2565, 
rageous afts againft Mary's perfon and govern- 
ment. 

As to Mary herfelf, flie complained of Eliza- Refent- 
beth having deluded her in the affair of her ^^^f 
ftiarriage ; of her having trifled with her in 
fettling the fucceffion ; of her having dealt only 
in general terms, and endeavouring to keep 
ierfelf loofe as to the performance of all her 
promifes^ until Mary fliould fetter herfelf by 
marrying the man whom fhe recommended. 
She complained of being betrayed by her own no- 
bility ; and treated the duke of Chatleheraut 
in fuch a manner, that few of his friends or 
family came to court. Notwithftanding the 
btc ceffion made by Lenox of the earldom of 
Afigus, the family of Douglas fhewed great 
Uneafinefs at the approaching match, which 
might overthrow all that had been done. In 
fliort, Randolph thought Elizabeth's party to 
be fo welt eftablifiied in Scotland, " that (fays 
be iti one of his difpatches to Cecil) contrary 
to my fovereign's will, let them attempt, let 
them feek, or let them fend to all the cardi- 
nals or devils in hell, it fliall pafs their power 
to bring any thing to pafs." 

Mary was at Stirling when Throgmorton Arrival of 
CMie to Edinburgh, where Maitland left him, i^jj;^*"^'" 
tBl he could apprize her of his arrival. In a 
converfation with Randolph, Throgmorton un- 
derftood that Mary was that veiy day to 

K k 2 create 
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A. 0.1565. create Darnley duke of Albany ; an honour to 
which he had fome right by birth, independent of 
his marriage with Mary, Without farther ce- 
remony Throgmorton pofted to Stirling. His 
arrival there was fo fudden, that he paffed fomc 
time before the gates of the caftle, till he wa» 
conducted to his lodging. He demanded an 
inftant audience ; but that could not be ob- 
tained till a few hours after. Before I proceed 
to what paffed at this audience, it is neceffary 
, to continue the review of the ftate of parties in 
Scotland at this time, which fliall be chiefly 
. extrafted from the intelligence fent by llan- 
dolph to Cecil, and the other Englifh mi- 
nifters. 
Mary's dif- Though Mary's paflion for Darnley had even, 
muiation jjj fome rcfpccl, got the better of her pru- 
dence, yet fhe had concealed it fo artfully 
from Randolph, that he could not be perfuaded 
flie would marry him without Elizabeth's cpn- 
fent; but Mary's perfonal attendance upon 
Darnley, when he fell ill of the meafles, put 
her inclination beyond all difpute. Among 
the noblemen whom Lenox thought would 
be fubfervient to his purpofes was the earl of 
Bothwell, who was then living an indigent 
exile in France, on account of his real or pre- 
tended plot againft the Hamiltons and Murray, 
Though poor, he had a large following. He 
was thought not to be deftitute of perfonal 
courage, and known to be fit for the moft dcf- 

perate 
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perate undertakingi He had feveral times ap- a, d. 1565. 
' plied for leave to return home, as the proofs of 
his guilt were not very pregnant ; but his fuit 
had always been denied. On the day when, ^^^ ^^^ 
\ for non-appearance, he was to have been de- g^h^^i 
■• dared a rebel, the earls of Argyle and Mur- 
ray, who were his declared enemies, n^arched 
into Edinburgh with five thoufand men ; but 
the queen, to the aftonifhment of all her pro- 
. teftant nobility, ordered the juftice-clerk to de- 
lay fentence. Some days after, Mary fent for 
Murray, and defired him, with unufual ca- 
reffes, to fign a paper, approving of her mar- 
riage with Darnley, which he refufed ; and he 
left the court under Mary's difpleafure. Ac- 
cording to one of Throgmorton's difpatches,- 
thirteen of the other nobility were prevailed 
Hpon to fign the fame paper, among whom 
was the duke of Chatleheraut, on a promife 
being made him that he fhould be continued 
in the poffeflion of all his eftates. 

Thofc proceedings difcover how violently Damicy 
Mary was now bent upon her marriage. She "^^r^,^* 
had fent freih inftrudtions to Maitland, which 
he received on the road to Scotland, to talk 
noiore plainly than ever to Elizabeth, by in- 
forming her that flie was no longer to be im- 
pofed upon ; and that flie was refolved, with 
the advice of her ftates, to chufe a hufband 
for herfelf. Notwithftanding this difpatch, 
Maitland proceeded northwards ; but before his 

arrival 
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A.D. 15O5. arrital at Edinburgh, Darnley had bedft cteated | 
a knight, a banneret, lord of Ardmann^ch, and ' 
earl of Rofs; in confequence of which he had ] 
made fome knights* in his own name ; and, as : 
I have already obferved, he was to have been 
created duk^ of Albany the very day on which ' 
Throgmorton had his audience, which hap- 
pened on the fifteenth of May. 
Audience of When he was introduced to Mary by the 
^^rogmor- ^qt^s Erfkinc and lluthvcn, two of the privy* 
counfellors, a convention of the nobility was 
then fitting ^, which had been called to deli* 

* By the ab(lra»5ls of the privy-council, as well as Throgmof' 
ton's own letter, this convention was very full j For it confifted 
of the duke of Chatleheraut, the earls of Morton, Murrayi 
Gicncairn, and Athol, the lord* Erlkine, Ruthven, MaxweU of 
Teiregles, the fecretaly, the juftice-clerk, the clerk -regifter, the 
advocLTte and treafurer, privy -counfellors j the earls of Crtir- 
ford, Eglington, CaiTils, Rothes, Caithnefs, the lords HumCi 
Gray, Glamis, Borlhwick, Yefter, Fleming, Levingfton, Sem- 
pil, Rofs, Lindfay, Lovat, Boy4, Soincrvil, the mafter of Gnt- 
basoy and the mafter of Sinclair. 

Mr. Keith cenfures Buchanan for faying, that Alexander lord 
Ochiltree was the only member of the convention who 6p(>o(ed 
the queen's marriage with Darnley, becaufe that nobleman^i 
name is not mentioned in the lift of the convention . The rev€« 
rerid author might have obferved, that this lift is refbi6!ed to thofe 
-vlrbo rhet on 9 particular day ; fo that lord Ochiltree (whole filler 
by the bye Knox had married) might have been present fbme 
prior or liibfequent day. This is the more probable, as in an- 
other lift (wlitch was copied from the regifter by Mr. Robert 
Milne, an excelleAt and accurate Scotch antiquary, but, I bdieve, 
tlK author of no publication) the following names are foimd : The 
cbmmendators of Holyrood-houfe, Kilwinmng, Jedburgh, Sh 
Colm, and Balmerino. Mr. Milne obfcrves, that this was the 
firft time that commendators fat in council after ^e queen^s re« 
tlirn from France. 

The above reverend author obferves likewife, that Buchanan 
fays that Murray chofe to abfbnt himfelf from the convention. 

Perhaps 
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berate \xpon her niarriage with Pamley, and A. 0,1565^ 
whi(fb W^s unuAially num^ous; for Throg- 
^ovjlq^ himfelf acknowledges that very few 
QQbility of the realm were abfent. According 
to his own reprefentation of Jiia firfl: audience, ^**«^ ^^f 
^jkiek he fent to queen j^lizabeth, he made but 
^ poor figm'e compared to Mary, wht)i received 
him in full convention. He expreffed the dif-^ 
like his miftrefs had to the match with Darn? 
ley, both; for the matter and the manner ; and 
accuf^d him and hi? parents of haviDg failed 
in their duties, by their arrogant and pr^fump- 
tuous attempts, without making Eli^sabeth* 
whofe fubj^fts they were, privy thereuato. 

M^ry answered with great dignity, that fhe 
)iad communicated her intended marriage to 
EUza^beth as foon as fiie herfelf was determined 
as to the matter and maoiner, which was all flie 
lu^ promifed : Tha.t flie was aftpnifli^d at 
llUzabeth's difliking the match, as Randolph 
li^d again and again declared to her» on the 
part of his miftrefs, that provided Ihe did not 
Qiarry into the families of Auftria, France, or 
Spain^ ihe might take her choice of any pcrfon 
vithin the realms of England, Scotland, or 
3JXy othef country. She added, that the lord 
P^iVley» on account of his confanguinity both 
to. ber s^nd Elizabeth, was fo unexceptionable 
f) matcht that ihe had proceeded with the lefs 

l^rhaps he might, after he found of what completion it was^ 
though b^ attended it the fifteenth of May. 

precifenefs 
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A. D. 1565. prccifenefs in the matter. Throgmorton^s re- 
ply to Mary was poo? and trifling ; for in ef- 
fe6t all he faid was, that lord Darnley was an 
exception to the other fubjefts of Great Bri* 
tain, whom Elizabeth might approve of as 
candidates for her hand. The other argu- 
ments ufed by Throgmorton could not, it 
feems, bear being tranfmitted on paper; but 
he fays that Mary " is fo far paft in this mat- 
ter with my lord Darnley, as it is irrevocable, 
and no place left to diffolve the fame by pcr- 
fuafion or reafonable means, otherwife than by 
violence." Mary, notwithftanding thofe ap- 
pearances, confented to put off the confum- 
mation of her' marriage for three months, out 
of regard ihe had for Elizabeth's friendfliip; 
and fhe informed Throgmorton that ihe in- 
tended to fend a fpecial embafTador, n6t Mait* 
land, (who it feems had offended her by his 
abrupt return to Scotland) to do all fhe could 
to reconcile Elizabeth to the match, and to 
mollify her difpleafure. 
^ j.^ Mary had, in the late convention, met with 
■init Ann- fo little oppofitiou iu her propofed marriage, 
and found her great nobility fo well-difpofed 
to favour it, provided the interefts of religion 
were fecured, that by the advice of her privy- 
council flie ordered a parliament to be fum* 
moned to meet at Edinburgh, on the twentieth 
of July, to deliberate upon the fecurity which 
the preachers w?re to require for the Refornied, 

religion; 



O F S C O T L A N D. ^57 

-rtligion. They had .accordingly orders to af- a. d. 1565. 
femblc and draw up fome heads for that pur- 
pofe. When Throgmorton took his audience 
of leave, he had the honour to dine with 
Mary, who, before his departure, fent him a 
gold chain weighing fifty ounces. 

Upon the breaking up of the convention, J^^^v;;^ 
Mary again applied herfelf moll affiduoufly in triguw 
compofing all differences between her great 
fubjcfts, particularly the earls of Lenox and 
Argyle ; and flie fent orders for the archbifliop 
of Glafgow, her embaffador in France, to do 
att he could to difpofc that court to favour her 
marriage with Darnley, But notwithftanding 
her delaying her marriage for three months, 
Throgmorton, in his difpatches to Elizabeth, 
was of opinion, that fhe was fo far gone in 
love, that flie was not able to keep promife 
with herfelf, far lefs with Elizabeth, Maitr 
land, and other Scotch counfellors, who knew 
the temper of Elizabeth, gave their opinions 
to Mary, who was of herfelf fufficiently quick 
of difcernment in fuch cafes, that all Elizabeth's 
oppofition to the match was mere (how ; nor 
could Mary in her behaviour towards Throg- 
morton conceal that fhe was of the fame opi- 
nion. We therefore find Throgmorton's dif- 
patches at this time full of dread and inqui- 
etudes, left the behaviour of Elizabeth and 
her minifiers Ihould confirm Mary in thofe 
fentiments. In a memorial which he fent to 
Vol. VL' L 1 the 
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A, D. 1565. the earl of Leicefter and fecretary Cecily he^ 
even advifes that the earl of Bedford fhould 
be fent to his charge at Berwick with a new 
reinforcement ; and that Elizabeth fhould or* 
der her lords-lieutenants in the North to make 
warlike difpofitions, as if fhe was on the eve of 
a war with Scotland. 

I have already mentioned one Walfli's hav- 

and diico- ^ 

▼tries. ing been employed by Mary as an agent among 
the Englifh lloman catholics ; and his pradices 
with thofe of the North had alarmed Elizabeth 
fo much, that Throgmorton was infinided to 
lay before Murray and the heads of the -con- 
gregation the danger to which their religion 
muft be expofed, if Mary, by marrying the 
lord Darnley, Ihould unite in her intereft all 
the party among the Englifli, who thought his- 
right of fucccflion to their crown was prefer- 
able to that of the Suffolk family, and even to 
that of Mary herfelf. He then was to propel 
an aiTociation among thofe noblemen for with* 
Handing the marriage with Darnley, till he ihould 
give proper fecurity for maintaining the pro-. 
teftant religion in Scotland, as he himfelf wa8|. 
a profeft Uoman catholic *. He encreafed their 
jcaloufies by reprefenting Walfh's practices with- 

• Either Sir James Melvil or liis printer have fallen iuto a 
miltake on this head. His Memoirs fay, ** till the faid lord . 
Darnley (hould fubfcribe a bond to maintain the Reformed, re- 
gion, which he had ever profefied in England." It is certain, 
that both Darnley and his father at that time were Roman ca« 
thoHcs. 

the 
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the Roman catholics in the north of England, a. d. 1565. 
ai' tending to arm them in favour of Mary and 
her future fpoufe. He pitched upon the earl of 
Northumberland particularly, who was the no^ 
Ueman of greateft power in thofe parts, as being 
at their head; and he even reprefented Walfli's 
practices with him to be fo dangerous, that he 
idvifed Leicefter and Cecil to put him under Mg^o^jji 
an arreft in London. He farther advifed, that ^^ ^^^'' 

' morton to 

the countefs of Lenox fliould be put under clofe Leicefter 

and Cecily 

reftraint ; and that the countefs of Somerfet (or dated Mar 
rather Hertford) fliould be better received than 
-formerly at court* 

The countefs of Lenox, ever fince her fon's 
departure to Scotland, had been put under con- 
finement ; but it was fo gentle that fiie had re-- 
ceived yifits from Elizabeth. Upon the receipt 
of Throgmorton's letters, however, flie was 
committed clofe prifoner, it being difcovered 
that flie had kept up a correfpondence with 
Mary, in which, from the information of the 
French and Spanifli ambafiadors, flie had ap- 
prized her future daughter-in-law, that all Eli- 
nbetk's oppofition to her marriage was mere 
giimacei This was the real opinion of Caftel- 
flaa, who was fent by the French court through 
Sngland, as ambaflador to Mary, to fignify its 
approbation of her marriage with Darnley. But 
ve are now to take a view of Mary's domeftic 
fituatioQ. 

LI 2 Her 
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Mary*8 ptf- 
lion for 
Pafnley. 



Recount of 
|L:zio. 
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Her paffion for Darnley (or, as he is called, the 
earl of Rofs) continued to get the better of aU 
her former moderate maxims, and even of that 
good fenfe for which flie had been diftinguiflied 
ever fince her return to Scotland. This was in 
a great meafure owing to the weaknefs and ju5- 
rogance of Lenox and his fon, who had boafted 
of the power and influence of their friends m 
England, that Elizabeth would not dare to 
counteraft the marriage, and that all Ihe fought 
was to form a party among the Scots, who 
might obftrud the profecution of their juft 
rights in England. Mary believed, or feemcd 
to believe them, and gave herfelf but too much 
up to their guidafice, while they, ilranger^as 
they were, were equally unfortunate in the 
choice of their favourites. The lord Robert|. 
who was foon after created earl of Orkney, 
had a turn for gallantry and diilipation, and 
was at the head of all parties of pleafure about 
Mary's court. Though he profeflTcd the pro- 
teftant religion, he always ftood forth as a 
chapipion for the priefts, and Mary's popiih do- 
meftics; and thofe qualities naturally recom* 
mended him to an acquaintance and intimacy 
with Lenox and Darnley, whofe ihallow under* 
Handing hurried him on to aft as if he had been 
alreac|y hufband to the queen, and mailer of the 
court. This triumvirate unhappily threw their 
eyes upon one David Rizzio, an Italian, *and a 
Piedmontefe by birth. His parents being poor, he 
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was bred to mufic, and taken into the fervice of ^^' *^^^* 
Moret, whom I have already mentioned to have 
been fen t by the duke of Savoy as ambaffador 
ttfMary. He attended his matter thither ; and 
being poffeffed of fome knowledge in his pro- 
feffion, a little humour, and a vaft ftock of af- 
furancc, the queen took him into her fervice as 
a fourth fupplemental voice (that is, a bafs) 
m her chapel ^. She had long complained of 
the inaccuracy, or ofcitancy of Raulet, her 
•French fecretary, who (he thought did not give 
Sufficient attention to his difpatches, and who 
^as, befides, too much concerned in court in- 
irigues. Under fucb circumftances we riiay 
well fuppofe, that it was no difficult matter for 
.Darnley and lord Robert to recommend their 
companion Rizio (who, fo far as I can un- 
derftandy aflFefted to behave as a buffoon) 
to be employed in writing French letters. 
Tlipugfa nothing is more common than promo- 
tions of this kind, even under the moll provi- 
dent princes, and in the beft regulated courts, 
yet Mary's partiality for Rizio has been repre- 
fented by Buchanan and her enemies as the ef- 

• • It has been ignorantly, though commonly fuppofed^ that 
Jlizio wa^ author of fome of thofe Scotch tunes^ the natural fim- 
plkity of which are affe6liqg at this day, and have furvived the 
compofitions in mufic of almoft all other nations in the fame pe- 
liod. This is fo far from bemg the cafe, that it does not appear 
Rizio ever compofed a fingle air, or that he had any excellency 
in hisprofefHon more than the three other valet de charnbres (for 
w they are called) or muficians with whom he fuug in concert. 

feet 
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A.D.X5S5. ^^^ of a criminal pafiion ; while that author at 
the fame time ixifbrms us, that the uglineft and 
aukwardne& of Kizio's figure was fu'ch, that no 
dreis could make him look like a gentleman, 
and that his looks difgniced his habit ^. BlaSok- 
.wood, who knew Rizio as well as BuchanaSi 
£ays, that he was an elderly .man, his afped 
^S^Y9 ^^V^y 3Lnd forbidding. 

To thofe perfonal difad vantages, Rizio add- 
•ed the faults t^ at are common, to upftarts ; p^ 
tulai^t, pragmatical, and difrefpedful towards 
his fuperiors, he firove to hide the raeannefi of 
Jiis origin under rich habits and a fplendid ap^ 
pearancc, . and aiffeded to have the whole direc- 
tion of the court, in which, it muft be owned, 
he had too great a ihare. It is, notwithfiandixig, 
allowed, that he had fhrewdnefs, affiduity, and 
quicknefs in bufinefs. The earls of Atholf 
Caithnefs, Errol, Montrofe, CafiUs, and Hume, 
' with the lords Fleming, Montgomery, Ruthves; 
and Lindfay, were the nobility moft faTOured 
by Lenox and his fon, who, on the ftrength of 
their intereft, propofed to obtain a repeal of the 
fevereft acts againft popery, and the celebration 
of the mafs. 
Coftrfua of On the other hand, the reformed party dit 
Iwm^d." perfed themfelves into the feveral counties 
where their intereft lay, that they might be in 
readinefs to aft as occafion ihould oflFer. Even 

• Rei indignior vidcbatur, quod non faciem cultus honeibbat« 
libd facies cultum dellruebat. 

Maitlandi 
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Maitlaad, who had done Mary fuch eflential fer- a.d. 1565. 
vices, was. negleded at her court, or employed 
only in making up differences among the nobili- 
ty,i(b as to preferve the public tranquillity dur- 
ii^gj^the celebration of the royal nuptials. The . 
^ueen, as I have already mentioned, had con-^ 
ceived fome umbrage againfi; him, becaufe he 
did not proceed on his embaiTy to France ; and 
impoliticly for herfelf, Ihe had pitched upon 
one Hay, cpmmendator of Balmerino, a privy- 
counicllor^ and matter of requefts, to be fent am- . 
baflador to £lizabetb, to reconcile her to the 
marriage. We may eafily fuppoie, that fo cam- ' 
pltfe. a politician as Murray found it no difficult 
matter to prevail with fome of his friends (the 
lords Ruthven and Lindfay particularly) to 
mingle with the heedlefs courtiers, and, in 
Ihort^ to ^.& as fpiea for the party. It was pro- 
bably through their fuggeiHon, that Hay was 
pitched upon to fucceed Maitland in his em- 
bafiy, .though he was a determined friend to 
Murray and the Reformers. Among his other 
inftruAiqns, which contain little particular but 
what has been already reprefented, he was or* 
dered to propofe a new treaty between the two 
Idngdpms; and that the commiffibners on the. 
part of Mary fixould be the earls of Murray, 
Morton, and Glencairn, the lord Ruthven, the 
younger Maitland, Bellenden jufiice*clerk, and 
Sir Robert Carnegie, or any four, three, or two 

of 
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A.D. 1565. of them. He was Hkewifc ordered to expofttf-- 
late with Elizabeth upon the feverc treatment 
Off the countefs of Lenox, whom Mary calls her 
father^s fifter, and to grant the earl of Lenox 
liberty to pafs and repafs as he pleafed> between 
England and Scotland. 
Hay'.nego. ^^ ^^^ 24th of Junc, Hay arrivcd at the 
tiatioa. Englifh court. Before this time, Elizabeth fol- 
lowing Throgmorton's advice, whofe cocun<' 
fels were unufually violent on the occafion, had 
fent the countefs of Lenox prifoner to the Tower 
of London, and had difpatched letters to be deli- 
vered by Randolph^ to Mary, Lenox, and Dam- 
ley, requiring the two latter, now that the time, 
for their leave of abfence was expired, upon 
their allegiance to return to England. Randolph 
punctually obeyed his orders, but received&o 
iktisfadion. from any of the parties, and be- 
haved to Mary with a heat that was unbecom- 
ing a refident, towards a crowned head. Mary's 
indignation broke forth in tears; Lenox appear- 
ed dejected; but Darnley, either better informed, 
or more infeniible, declared that all Elizabeth's 
refentment was affefted. That his conjefture 
was true is evident from every qircumftance ; 
for Elizabeth's real intereft (and (he knew it 
well) was, that the match ihould take place; and 
her pretended refentment was in order to bring 
Murray and the heads of the Reformation to be- 
lieve flie was fo much exafperatcd with Mary, 

that 
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It they would always find in her a fure fup- ^^*h^%\ 

rtL in all difputes they had with their fove* 

gn. • 

ibout this time a fudden gloom oyercaft ^J^Xd^ 

ry and her court. Never were characters J^*^*^*" 

re oppofite than thofe who had now the 

ef credit about her perfon, and their anta-^ 

lifts the ReformerSi Darnley feemed to have 

the fmall ihare of fenfe with which nature 
t endued him. He had drawn his dagger 
m lord Ruthven, who had firft informed 
1 that the time of his marriage was poft« # 

^ ; he had declared himfelf at open en« 
7 with Murray ; and he had prevailed with 
ry not only to pardon but to recal Both^^' 
\ the moft unprincipled and unpopular 
a in her dominions. His behaviour became 
laft fo univerfally difgufting, that Mary^ 
»ng as her paffion was for his perfon^ per- 
hed it ; and laboured, but in vaip, to con« 
I it. She invited Murray, and the other 
ds of the Reformed, to her court, promifing 
m all iatisfadlion ; but not being able to pre- 
, ihe was heard to bewail her own fituatioii. 
* addrefs, her afliduity, and gentlenefs^ 
led her, however, the efleem and affedions 
U her^fubjeds, except thofe who were per- 
Uly concerned, and whofe fafety depended 
their oppofing Darnley. That young man 

even fo unguarded as to declare publicly, 
. the thoughts of a rupturd with Elizabeth 
OL. VL Mm gave 
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A. D. 1565. gave him no pain, becaufe after his iturmjgif 
with Mary, they would have a ftroiiget party 
than Elizabeth herfelf in England. 

Acwwrtof Murray now found it was his intareft to 
firengthen his party with the common people, 
by dropping all his little differences with Knox, 
in which he fucceeded perfectly well ; but, ac- 
cording to the genius of the times, both fida 
now entertained thoughts of having recourfe; 
to violence. Whatever Buchanan may jyretend 
to the contrary, it feems to be a fact confirmed 
by Melvil's Memoirs, and Randolph's dif- 
patches, that Murray and hii^ friends had 
formed a projed for furprizing Lenox and his 
fon, Jmd carrying them both prifoners to Ber- 
wick. As this defign had taken aii) Mary, 
who was then at Perth, all of a fudden with- 
drew herfelf and Darnley from the public eye. 
She difgraced her maries, (for fo nxaids of ho- 
nour were formerly called) and her other do- 
meftics. She called MaitlaAd fometimes to 
council ; but it was only becaufe fhe knew not 
how to adl without his advice. She fufpeded 
Ruthven ; and would have difcarded the eail 
of Orkney and the lord Fleming, had they 
not been fupported by Darnley. The carl of 
Atholy next to him, was her favourite; btrt 
Rizio was ftill trufted. I perceive, that at this 
time all the eftates and appointments of Lenox 
in England had been ftopt ; and that he and 
his fon fubfifted upon Mary's bounty. Afc 

ihe 



O F S C O T L A N D. ^6^ 

^e was generous, and had then more jthao a.d. i56;« 
common demands for money, fhe negotiated a 
loan of fifty thoufand pounds Scots, which 
(fays Randolph in his difpatch) is about twelve 
thoufand pounds flerling ; a proof, that there 
was not then fuch a difproportion as happened 
afterwards between the Engliih and Scotch 
currency. Randolph was treated with the 
greateft negled: and difregard; and went to 
court but twice in twenty-four days. 

Towards the end of June, or the beginning Mutwi 
of July, while Mary was at Perth, flie was accuaiiont. 
alansied with an account of a defign formed 
by the carif of Argyle and Murray, to fur- 
prize her ind Darnley in their journey from 
Perth to Calendar, where they were to pay the 
lord Lcvingftone a vifit, and of fending Darn- 
ley prisoner to Caftle Campbel, a houfe in the 
neighbourhood, belonging to the earl of Ar- 
gyle. This alarm is pretended to have proceeded 
froi9 i^enox and Darnley, or ibme over-offi- 
cioUiS Rom^ catholic in Mary's train ; and it 
wspi faid to be groundlefs. Murray was 
fhjen il} of ^ flux at his mother's houfe at 
^c)ileveii ; the earl of Argyle was at Caftl? 
pamp^el ; and the dyke of Chatleheraut, who 
^ay lijkewife accujCed, was at Kinneil ; but all 
9f them without any e:sLtraordinary attendance. 
Though this was known tQ Mary, yet Lenox 
wd his foQ einde^youred to perfyade her that 
tJiLQjCf thrcjc hc^d? Qf the p^rty had fpme trea- 

M m 2 fonable 
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A»Pfi5^5. fonable purpofe in difpofing of theoifdves fai 
places near which flie miift pafs in her jour* 
ney. The earj qf Athol and the lord Rnth* 
yen were immediately difpatched to nife 
their tenfihts in the neighbourhood j and they 
accordingly formed a guard of three hundred 
men, with which Mary fet out in great haftc 
for Edinburgh. Though I have related the 
^bove fu^pofed confpiracy as I find it in Ran- 
dolph's difpatches, yet it has been treated as 
yeal by M§lvil and other writers. AH, how- 
ever, that can be faid with certainty on that 
fide of the queftion is, that Murray moft unt 
doubtedly had a project for furprizing Dam- 
ley and his father ; but where, when, or in 
what manner, does not evidently appear. We 
imderftand likewife from Randolph's dif- 
patches, that Mary was truly informed, when 
Ihe was told that the Reformed lords had en* 

• ■ 

tered into an affociation to withftand every 
meaftire that fliould be attempted againft their 
religion, or to difturb the good underftanding 
between ^England and Scotland. 
Vizntfir of T4? ute reconciliation between Murray and 
^7- K|i02( w^S' produftive qf greater dangers to 
Mary than flie was truly informed of. Befides 
the aiibciatiop already mentioned, another waf 
formed among the citizens of Edinburgh fqr 
jpppoftng the marriage. They afiemUed at n> 
place called. St, Leonard's Hill or Craig, wher^ 
'%]ipy ^^t^T^^i Into copffiIt<itioD about dividinf^ 
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mfelves into companies, and chufing a cap- Xd.is^i* 
1 for each. The chief advifers in this affoci^ 
yn were Alexander Guthrie, Alexander Clerk, 
bert Lauder, and Andrew Sclatter. Their 
^ting could be no fecret to Mary, who was 
hin twelve miles of that capital; and, ac« 
ding to Randolph, flie iflued an order to the 
voft and magiftrates to apprehend the per- 
5 of the leaders above mentioned. No fuch 
er however appears upon record j and in- 
d the parties feem to have been but very 
provided for a rebellion. Mary with great 
it proceeded to Edinburgh, where her ap- 
rance dafhed in pieces all the machinations 
her enecpies, who fled towards Berwick, 
;re the earl of Bedford had previous orders 
*eceive them; and being dedkred traitor^ 
lord treafurer took pofTeflion of their 
tea and cStAs ; but in a few days, fuch was 
7^8 innate clemency, they were reftored at 
intercefiion of the .magifirates. The earl of ^ 
rpay, at' this time, was not without his real 
xretended apprehenfions of afiaflination like- 
i; but though we can fcarcely doubt that 
enemies were capable of the moft defperatc 
lertakings, we are in the dark as to particu^- 
» All we know is from Randolph, who 
I, that Grant, one of Murray's fcrvants, baf- 
doed Stuart, the captaia of the queen's 
rd, who was encouraged to revenge him- 
fit F^rtbi and promif94 to be fupported by 

the 
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A.D.1565, tiie carls of Lenox and Athol; and that Mur- 
ray, who probably would interpofe, was to be 
ai^aifi^ated in the fray* Jt is for the fake of 
truth and conliftency I obfcrve, that Buchanan 
fays Murray was informed by lord Ruth- 
ypn of Darnlcy's intention to have him affaf- 
Jiu^ted, upon which he went to his mother's 
jhouCe at Lochleven. The fame author £iys 
f^ther^ th^t the murder was to have been com- 
mitted by Rizio and others^ while Murray w^s 
converfing with Dajrijley. Without dwelliflg 
' upon the very different accounts of this mattef 
given by Randolph and Buchanan^ it is but 
4p^Qg juftice to M^VY9 ^^ obfcrving, that (he 
omi^d nothing to bring the confpiracy ^gainll 
Mfirray to light Both he aad the earl of Ar- 
gyle had faid, that, the confpir^Ky was hatche4 
Jjy the earl of Rofs, in her houfe at Perth, She 
therefore lent an order by ^he comniend^e;: of. 
Balmerino, who was then returned firom his 

\ 

embafly ii) England, to the two earls, to make 
gopd the charge. They .{Miurray efpedally) 
jOib}cQ:cd to their fafety in coGoiag to court ; , 
jupon which, Mary offered theip all the fecu- 
jity they could require, and to giy€ fafe-coja- 
4ufts to Murray, and ?ny fpur-fcor? perfoitfi 
in the kingdom, whom he ch(^e ihopJ4 attend 
him. I do not however perceive, that Mwrsy 
chofe to venture his perfon at court, or t|i|it J^c 
rither offered to fupport the charge wieji .»y 
particulars, which (had it bieen tr^ie) he lorght 

eaiily 
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^ifily have done without coining to courts of a* <>• '5^^ 
by any other thaii general, vague, allegations. 

Mary, fenfible how ftrongly rdigious fears mJtio^'*' 
operated on the minds of her fubjcfls, efpeci- g^^I^d' 
ally the citizens of Edinburgh, took care, be- JJe r"*".*^ 
fore her marriage, to iffuc proclamations, copied fotm»d^ 
of which may be found in Keith, tending to 
give her people the ampleft fecurity with r6- 
gard to the exercife of the reformed religion. 
In the mean time, the aflembly of the church 
was held at Edinburgh, where the members 
availed themfelves to the utmoft of Mary's fitu^ 
ation. They prefented a p&per to her coAfift*^ 
,1ng of eight heads. By the firft, they peti- 
tioned that the blasphemous maft, all popiih 
idolatry, with the pope's jurifdiclio A j Ihould tiet 
only be aboliflied throughout the kiiigdonii, but 
in the queen's perfon and houlhold. To this 
Mary replied, " that (he was no ways perfuad^d 
that there was any impiety in the mafs ; and 
;ti!Qiled her fubjefts would not pfefs h^r to d* 
againft her confcience. For not to diffefnble, 
but to deal plainly with them, fhe faid, fhe nei- 
ther might nor would forfake the religion 
wherein ihe had been educated and brought up^ 
believing the fame to be the true religion, and 
grounded upon the word of God. Befides, ihe 
knew that if Ihe ihould change her religion, it 
.would. vloie her the friendfhip of the king of 
France, and other great princes her friends and 
confederates, upon whofe difpleafure Ihe would 

be 
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A. p. 1565. i)e loth to hazard^ knowing no friendihip that 
might countervail theirs: therefore : defired 
all her loving fubfeds, who have had ei^peri* 
. ence of her goodnefs, how fhe had neither m 
times paft^ nor yet in time coming did intend to 
force the confcience of any perfoo^ but to per« 
mit every one to ferve God in fuch manner ais 
they are perfuaded to be the beft: that they 
likewife would not uige her to any thing that 
ftood not with the quietnefs of her mind." 

The next head of their petition, or rather 
demand, was, ^ That the true religion for: 
merly received ihould be profefied by the queeoi 
as well as by the fubjed ; and all perfons 
obliged to refort upon Sundays, at leaft^ to 
prayers, and the preaching of God's word, at 
in former times they were bound to hear mals." 
To this Mary replied, <^ that ihe would abide 
by whatever the three eftates, aflembled in par* 
liament, ihould determine ; that in the interim 
all had liberty of confcience." 

Their third demand was, ^< That fure provi^ 
fion ihould be made for the preient and future 
fupport of the miniftry, by affignihg thcm^liv* 
ings, either where they ferve, or in the neigh< 
bourhood : and that all benefices, vacant iincc 
the month of March 1558, and fuch as ihall 
happen thereafter to be void, ihould be be* 
ftowed on perfons found worthy of the miniilry 
by the fuperintcndents." 



The 
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The fourth head was, << that no bifliopric, a. d. 1565. 
abbey, priory, deanry, provoftry, or other be* with her 
iiefice, havkig more churchea than one annexed ^ *'*"* 
I* thereto, ihould henceforth be given to one man ; 
but that its churches being diffolved, the fame 
iball be beftowed on different perfons, fo that 
€?ery one may ferve at his own church ; that 
glebes and manfes may be appropriated for the 
miniflers, and churches repaired ; for which an 
aft of parliament is required.'' To thofe two 
articles it was anfwered. That her majcfty did 
tot think it reafonable that flie fhould defraud 
berfelf of fo great a part of the patrimony of 
the crown, as to relinquifli the patronage of be* 
fi6ficf8 : notwithftanding, her majefty was will- 
iajj, after her own neceffities were fupplied, 
fliat a proper fund Ihould be dedicated to the 
nfe of the Aiiniftry. 

Their fifth claim was, " That none but fuch 
as are deemed qualified by the fuperintendents 
fliould have c^jarge of fchobls, colleges, univer- 
fitieis, or.any way prefume to inftrud youth." 
The queein promifed to be direfted by the con- 
vention of the ftates as to this article. 

Their fixth requeft was, ** That all lands de- 
ftined of did to hofpitality fhould be reftored 
to the poor; and that lands, annual rents, o^ 
other emoluments formerly enjoyed by friars^ 
#ith annuities, obits, and other duties belong- 
ing to priefts, be employed for the fame pur- 
pofes, and for the fupport of fchools in the 
Vol. VI. N n places 
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A. 0.1565. places where they lie.'' To this Mary replied, h^ 
that flie would be as liberal to the poor as was p 
confiftent with reafon ; and left the other ar- 
ticles to the decifion of parliament. 

Their feventh requeft was, ** That idolatry, 
blafphemy, manifeft breaking of the Lord-s 
day, witchcraft, forcery, inchantment, adultery, 
inceft, open whoredom, maintaining of bro* 
tliels, murder, flaughter,. theft, oppreffion, with 
other deteftable crimes, be feverely puiiiihed 
by judges appointed in every province;.-' 

The eighth was, " That fome order fliould 
be devifed for the relief of poor hufbandtnes, 
who are oppreffed in their tithes, by leafes let 
over their heads, which oblige them to. accept 
unreafonable conditions." Mary's anfwer to 
the two laft petitions was, that ihe referred the 
confideration of them to the approaching con- 
vention. 
Her mode When we confider the moderation difphyed 
by Mary upon this and all other occalions 
of ftate and religion, it cannot be denied, that . 
the lords in the oppofition to her marriage^ 
had formed, on that pretext, an unprovoked 
plan of rebellion, upon the affurances they had 
of being fupported by Elizabeth. They indeed 
pretended that frefli matter of oppofition was 
prefented; but 'this is fo far from being the 
cafe, that Mary had, of late, behaved with 
iinufual circumfpeftion ; and, as we have al- 
ready fecn, had even pardoned the infurgents 

at 
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at Edinburgh, though they had been declared a. d. 15654 
rebels. Darnley and his father, it is true, were 
foil of heat and prefumption ; but no attempt 
had been made to violate the civil or religious 
liberties of thefubjeft. On the contrary, Mary 
had given 2^11 the fecurity in her power for the 
prefervation of both. The affociated lords and 
their abettors fecm to have been aware of this ; 
for inflead of charging Mary with any unjuP 
tifiable a6l of prerogative, nothing now was ^^^^^ 
fo common among them as the difcuffion of 
I general propofitions ; Whether a papift might 
^ be lawftilly made king of Scotland ? whether 
Mary \^as at liberty to chufe a hufband for 
hfcrfelf? and whether the ftat^s ought not to 
appoint her a hufband ? Though thofe quef- 
tionsfcarcely' merited adifcuffion, yet it may 
be here proper to obferve, that the firft ftrikes 
\ at Mary's bwn temporal fovereignty, for which 
even Knox had always profeffed the moft pro- 
found vefleration. The fecond, if refolved in 
the negative, mull have put the queen ypon a 
wore wretched and contemptible footing than 
any female fiibjeft Ihe had. As to the laft 
• ^Qeftion, it is truethe ftates had not appointed 
a'liuiband for her ; but they had almoft unaiii- 
moutly approved of the appointment flie had 
made for herfelf. . . 

Setting afide all other confiderations, every The aflb- 
ftep of the affociated lords was a proof of a de- apply to eu- 
Jiberate premeditated rebellion, even before the "oney."' 

N n 2 queen's 
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A.D. 1565. qnecn's marrigige was celebrated. Their hopej 
from the infurrcftion at Edinburgh being at tf 
end, it was in vain they caft their eyes .around 
the nation, jsvhere they faw the people pteafed 
with their fovereign, and happy under her go- 
vernment. They had recourse to Elizabeth; 
and Argyle and Murray fent a letter to Ran* 
dolph in their own names^ and thofe of their 
brethren, which Randolph tranfmitted co Cc-. 
cil. This letter is conceived in terms equally 
vague, falfe, and indefenfible. They pretend- 
ed, that they faw their fovereign determined to 
' overthrow the received religion ; but without 
bringing a fingle inftance in which it was at- 
tempted. They likewife alledged, that flie was 
fore bent (to ufe thqir own e^vpreffion) agaiaft 
thofe that dcfired to fee the amity (that is be* 
tween Scotland and England) continued: 
which two points (fays Randolph) they " are 
bound in confcience to maintain and defend; 
and therefore are determined to withftand all 
a^ttempts that fhall be made againft the fame ; 
and are refolved to provide for their fovereign'si 
eflate, better than at this time {he can confider 
Letfer from thcrcof hcrfelf." Randolph next lays beforo 
to'cecj, Cecil the requeft of the afibciated lords, which 
^ *' did not confift of any fupply of men but of 
money, fo as to keep them together at Edint . 
burgh, where they propofed to difirefs all 
Mary's meafures, and to prevent any rupture 
with Engl^ad, Th^ fum they propofed ww 

three 
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thjxie tbou£iiid pounds, with which they pro- a. 0.1565. 
im&d to perform wonders in the Keforniatioa 
of the ftate. In the clofe of this letter, Ran- 
ddpk» who ' writes like a dirty peddlmg emif- 
fiuy, advifes Cecil to order the borderers to 
611 ppon lord Hume's eftates, becaufe he is the 
only man of the marches, or in Lothian, whom 
Mary trufts. He likewife advifes him to inter- 
cept the young biihop of Dumblain, who was 
returning from Rome with the pope's licence 
for the marriage; Mary and Darnley being 
within the prohibited degrees of conlangui- 
Dity. 

Elizabeth had now brought matters in Scot- cautious 
land to that crifis which flie had long fecretly "^uz^h! 
wilhedfbr. The encouragement flie had given to 
the aflbciated lords had l)een attended with fuch 
drcumfiances of ambiguity and caution, that 
they could not charge her, in direft terms, 
with her having made them any promifes. In 
the anfwer flie returned to Randolph, fhe afFeft- 
cd great impartiality as to the differences be- 
tween Mary and her fubjecls, and ordered him 
to acquaint her, that her (Mary) not confulting 
her (Elizabeth) in the choice of Jier hufband, 
had madeher afraid of being thought officious, if 
ihe had not given Mary fome demonilration of 
her fifteriy good will. In the mean while, con- 
dudes flie, ^ whilft flie is advifed by their ad- 
verlaries, we wifh the nobility forbear to refort 
10 companies ^gether, that they be not en- 

fnared 
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A.D.J564, fnared io any one place by their adverfarics. 
Finally, you fhall affure them, that they doing 
their duty, if they fliall, by malice or prafticc, 
be forced to any inconveniency, they fliall not 
find kck in us to regard them in their truth. 
And as we fhall hear further.from you, fo fljaB 
we impart more of our mind' to be delivered 
^unto them in this caufe. And where it feem- 
eth by your writing, that the nobility ate de- 
termined to keep great forces for their defence, 
we are of opinion, that thereby the queen takes 
moft fufpicion of their intentions, and by this 
they fliall be driven to greater charges than is 
expedient ; upon which you fliall dp well, as 
you fee caufe, to give them advice, neither 
to make greater expence than their fecurity 
makes neceflary ; nor lefe, which may bring 
danger.'^ 

who fop. Notwithftandin^ all this affected caution of 

plies the 

Scotch lords Elizabeth, it appears from other evidences, that ' 
flie ordered the earl of Bedford, governor of 
Berwick, privately to fupply Murray with mo- 
ney ; but the generous open manner with 
which Mary proceeded at this time, rendered 
her an overmatch for her adverfarics. To 
take from them all pretexts of danger to their 
religion, on the 12 th of July, fhe emitted a 
proclamation for the aflurance of religion, 
which was conceived in the ftrongefl: terms. 
She had been prefent in the houfe of Calendar,' 
to witnefe the baptifm of lord Levingft oil's • 

child; 
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child; aliA eyen Knox acknowlcd^s that flie a. 0.1565, 
heard a proteftant fcrmon. She took every 
opportunity to declye, that though Ihe believ- 
ed her own religion to be the beft, yet flie was . 
open to conviAion ; and though fhe could not 
endure the rude behaviour and treafonable 
converfation of Knox, yet Ihe would willingly 
hear difputations and conferences in the fcrip- 
tures, and public preaching from the mouth of 
Mr. Erlkine of Dun, becaufe Ihe had an opi- 
nion of his moderation and mildnefs, as well as 
of his honefty and integrity. I believe no 
reader, after the fpccimens I have given of Mr* 
Knox's converfation and behaviour towards 
Mary, can be furprized at Mary's diflike of that 
preacher, had flie ^ven been a private gentle- 

' woman; but far from approving of her docility 
by endeavouring to nurture it, all he fays on 
that head is, that flie would only hear preach- 
ing out of the mouth 6f fuch as pleafed her 
majefty. • , 

The aflbciated lords had abfented themfelves They retTw 
from court ; fo that the clouds of rebellion ap- ^^^"-"^-'^ 
peared ftill with a threatening afpeft. Mary, 
therefore, with the advice of her council, 
among whom I find the earl of Morton, who 
was then chancellor, adjourned the meeting of 
the parjiament from the twentieth of July to 
the firft of September following. The public 
apprehenfions from the aflbciated lords conti- 
nuing to cncreafe every day, Mary thought it 

high 
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A. D. 1565. high time to provide for her fafety j and on the 
fifteenth of July flie publifiied a prodamadcfii^ 
by the advice of her councily certifying all htt 
good fubjefts, that as they had not hitherto^ 
fo fliould they not for the time to come be mo* 
lefted in the matter of religion. She tlwtt 
charges all her fubjefts to attend her, furfiiflied 
with warlike accoutrements for fifteen days, 
under pain of being reputed and held affifter$ 
and partakers with the difobedient, aind to be ' 
. punilhed accordingly. Mary, befides thisjpvo-- 
clamation, fent a circular letter to the noUemen 
and gentlemen in Fife, Angus, Lothian, McfS, 
Teviotdale, Perthlhire, Linlithgowfhir^ aiidf 
Clydefdale. The original of this letter is ft3t 
extant, all written and fubfcribed by Mary's 
hand; and is to be found, only fomewhatmo^ 
dernized as to the ftile and fpelling, in lluJ 
notes ^. The reader is to obferve, that at the 

• Trufty friend, we greet you well. The evil bruit and \m^' 
true report fpread by feditious perfpns amongft our lieges bat 
grieved us indeed, as that we Ihould have intended to. in^iede or 
molefl any our fubje6ts in the ufing their religion and confcieiiotf 
freely : a thing which never entered into our mind, although too 
many have credited the repoit : and to the effe£t that this vaixii 
bruit may vanifli, as a thing without ground or occafion, wc 
have direQ:cd our letters, to fignify our fincere meaning to all our 
good fubjedls < and with that we thought it very meet and con- 
venient to write unto you, in particular, as one of whom mr 
never had but good opinion, and faw your ready good will to, 
fhcw, when the occafion of the commonweal required. The cf- 
fe6l is to certify and aiTure you, that as hitherto ye have nevei< 
perceived us to mean, ftop, ftay, or moleftation given to you, or 
any others, in ufing your religion and confcience, £0 may yt' 
look for the fame our good will aiid clemency in tinie coming > 
for next 'God behaving you as a good fubjeft to us, think no other 

but 
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time thofe letters and proclamation$ were a.d.i565« 
emitted, the aflbciated lords were aflembled at 
Stirling, from whence they fent a paper, which 
. they called a fupplication, to the queen, which J^^^^^J"^ 
has been printed. It contains little beiides ^^'>'>* 
tague declamations againft idolatry, railings 
againft crimes, and petitions for a fpeedy re« 
ibnnation, with ftrong appreheniions of the 
ittum x)f popery. The reader may have a fpe- 
cimen of it from the clofe, which is as follows : 
* And therefore yet again we the whole body 
profeifing Chrift Jefus within this realm, hum- • 
Mjr crave of your majefty, that you give us not 
Mafion to think that you intend nothing but 
the fubverfion of Chrift Jefus's true religion, 
aijd in the overthrow of it the deftruclion of us, 
the befi part of the fubjefts of your grace's realnu 
For this, before the world, we plainly profefs, that 
to that Roman antichhft we will never be fub« 
jcft, nor yet fuffer (fo far as our power may 
fupprefs it) any of his ufurped authority to have 
place within this realm. And thus, with all 

hfit to find us a fkvoui'able and beneficent miflrefs and prince^ 
willing to continue ypu in good peace and quietuefs ; but (with- 
out) innovation or alteration in any fort.' And in cafe ye (hall 
be defired to rife and concui' with any man> as under pretence of 
this vaiubruity we pray you to flay, and take no heed to them 
that fb ihall deilre you. As alfo, if it fhall happen us to have to 
do either with our old enemies, or otherwife, we look to be cer- 
tified by you prefently in writing with the bearer what we may 
lippen (truft) for at your hands. Farther of our mind we have 
declared to the bearer hereof, 

whom to ye fhall give firm credit. Subfcribed with our hand at 
Edinburgh^ thefixtcenth day of July, 1565, 

Mary R^ 

Vol- VI. ' O o bumble 
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1 

A. 0*1565. humble and dutiful obedience, we hnmb^, 
crave your grace's favourable anfwer ^vifh X\rik 
our appointed commiffioners/* 

Every ingenuous reader muft be hurt by ^ 
infult which this fupplicatioa offered to Maryi 
as it was attended with no particular fads or at. 
legations ; and the more, when be r^fiieds oa 
the unwearied pains fhe had takeii to f^\)iQt tbe 
minds of her proteftant fubjects. I have more 
than once declared my difbelief, t|iat Mary 
was to be Ihaken in her religion by any argu^ 
• ments ; but I am convinced fhe was theq fincere 
in all her declarations, that fhe would confiiie 
her partiality for the Roman catholic religioa 
within the walls of her own palace ; an in- 
ilance of moderation not to be foupd peiiiaps 
in the hiftory of that age. I am farther of 
opinion, that gentle treatment and liberal con- 
ferences on that head, nyght have rendered 
her a very moderate papift ; and have even re- 
conciled her to fome externals of the Reformed 
worlhip. 

Afrefli,but Ever fince the infurreftion at Edinburgh,. 

cmbafly't,, Mary had kept about her perfon a body of 

Bji|ianj. troops, confifting chiefly of the earl of Hume's 
tenants, and the inhabitants of Lothian, She 
behaved decently with regard to Elizabeth; 
but kept Randolph at a great diftance. That 
refident's account of her court at this time, ei- 
ther Ihews how willing he was to impofe upon 
his miftrefs and her miniftcrs, or how ignorant 
he was of Mary's real fituation j for he repre- 

fents 
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ients her and her intended hulband as the mofb a. 0.15^5, 
forlorn detefted beings in Scotland, though the 
iequel proved, that flie never had fo fully pof- 
fefled the affedions of her fubjeds as flie did 
at that very time. The lord Lenox and his 
fon fent the cf>mmendator Hay to clear them- 
fdves of all fufpicion towards Murray; and 
the former offered to fight any man who * 
ihduld dare to avow that they ever intended 
to murder him ; and indeed the imputation ii 
too grofs to be farther mentioned. On the 
twenty-firft of July the difpenfation for the 
marriage having arrived, Randolph had an au^ 
dience of Mary ; but upon his pretending to 
juftify himfelf, (according to his own re- 
|nrefentation of the matter, he muft have been 
i very rude, impertinent, apologift) fiie cut 
him ihort in fo peremptory a manner, that he 
thought proper to retire. Some days after^ 
the aflbciated lords at Stirling having ap« 
peared in arms, the queen, in a very full coum 
dl, publHhed a frefli proclamation for the at* 
tendance of her fubjefts at Edinburgh, which - 

was fo numerous, that it entirely deftroyed all 
Randolph's fuggeftiohs as to the defperate' 
fittoation of Mary ; for the lords feparated from 
each other, and provided for their own fafety 
in the befl manner they could. 

Darnley was now created duke of Albany^ Mary and 
but not Rothfay, which was the title of the marry. 
lung of Scotland's eldeft fon ; aad lato on thi 

O o 2 twenty- 
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A.D.156J. twenty-eighth of July, being the cV(Bnlngl)^ 
fore the queen's marriage, Ihe ordered a pro* 
clamation to be publiflied for giving him ^the 
title o£king. This feems to have been a pre* 
mature, idle, ftep» and probably was fuggefted 
by the bridegroom himfelf, or his ^ther. Next 
day, the marriage was celebrated in the chapel 
of the abbey of Holyrood-houfe by John Sin- 
clair dean of Reftalrig, and bifliop of BrechiOi 
between the hours of five and fix in the morn* 
ing. The ceremony being performed, the 
queen went to mafs, but unaccompanied by 
the bridegroom, who afFefting great modera- 
tion with regard to religion, aflifted at the prO" 
teftant worfhip, and heard the preachers. At 
the wedding-dinner the earl of Athol aflifted 
as fewer, the earl of Morton as carver, and 
the earl of Crawford as cup-bearer : the attend* 
jints upon the king were the earls of Eglington, 
Caifils, and Glencairn ; and next day Damley 
was proclaimed king, by found of trurifipett 
over the crofs of Edinburgh. 

Promotions. Mary was then in the twenty-third year of 
her age, and her hufband in his twentieth. 
That Ihe was far gone in love after what we 
have feen, cannot be doubted; but the de- 
claring her hufband king by her own proda*^ 
mation, was not only highly unconftitutidnal, 
but foon proved fatal to herfelf. Next to 
love, ignorance may be urged in her excufe. 

tier giddy bnde^oom and his father &em ta 

have 
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hsLVt only confulted with RiSfcio and fomc dif- ^.0.1565; 
fipated favourites, who knew nothing of the 
lawfi or conftitution of the kingdom ; and the 
JiflFeAion of her people led them to overlook 
the irregularity. Some promotions were made 
upon the occafion. The lord Erlkine was now 
invefted with the title of eari of Mar, and 
the lord Fleming was made chamberiain of 
Scotland, add mafter-ufher of the king and 
queen's chamber doors. The eari of Suthet- 
hnd was recalled from baniiOiment ; and I per- 
ceive that Bothwell, the moft unprincipled and 
unpopular man in Scotland, now made his ap-» 
pearance at court. Never perhaps was a mar- 
riage celebrated under more uncomfortable" 
circumftances ; for the royal pair, the very fe- 
tend or third day after the confummation, 
were obliged to take the field againft the carl 
of Murray and his adherents in Fife. New 
proclamations were iffued; and,it is highly re-' 
markable, that the earl of Murray was not dc- 
dared a rebel till the fixth of Auguft. The 
duke of Chatleheraut and the earl of Argyle, 
his two chief affociates, with their followers, 
did not undergo that penalty ; and intimations 
Only were fent them to their dwelling-houfcs* 
to warn them of their danger. I find, how- 
ever, that after the lords had prefented a frelh 
fet of articles relating to religion, to the fame 
purpofe as we have already feen, they wrote 
9 letter, which is figned by the duke of Chat« 

leher^ut^ 
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A. 0.1565. leheraut and the earls of Argyle aad Mumy^ 
to Elizabeth, craving a£refh her protection, 
Mary having aflemblcd her forces, ihe pre* 
pared to march ; but the aflbciated lords <lid 
not make that figure in the fiel4 which wa$ ex* 
peded. Murray had trailed to the earl of 
Bedford, as appears from his original lettpr iik 
the Lawyer's Library at Edinburgh, wjiicfa, aa 
it i$ a great curiofity, I ihall here lay before the 
reader. 
M«rwy't <« Right honourable, my very good lord : Af^ 
Bedford. ter my moil hearty commendations, I truil the 
bruit of fome noblemens proceedings againil 
me is fo far fpread abroad,, that it hath alfo 
reached your ears. I know no merit in myfelf^ 
faving the earneil affeclion God hath granted 
tne to his true worihip, the good will I bear to 
the common wealth of my country, and the en* 
tertainment of a mutual amity betwixt both 
realms. And feeing that my fingle intention« 
grounded upon fo good heads, have ingendered 
to. me the peril wherein prefently I and all- my. 
like in this realm ilandeth ; and knowing your 
good lordihip's earneil affedlion, joined with 
£ncerity, to the fame end ; I thought it my 
duty to give your lordihip to underiland the 
fame, knowing well, that, as your good will is 
much to our comfort, fo is your room and placa 
of power to perform the iame in a great part t 
efpedally feeing the perfons mpil dangerous 
and troublefome to our party^ doth lye y^ry 

near 
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Dear your bounds, we would wHb» and for my ^^' h^s^ 
own part muft eameftjy crave of your honour 
to fiay off us by all means their power, which 
your lordfhip hath moycn to do. And fo 
as matters fhall further proceed to our fbrait, 
wc crave further your lordfliip's comfort, as of 
one, to whom God hath granted to know the 
&btije devices of Satan againft the innocent 
profeflbrs of the gofpel, to ftir up the powers of 
the world againft the fame, and how many 
ways he can colour his enterprize. And thus 
not doubting of your lordfhip's good will, I 
commit your honourable lordfhip to the. pro- 
tcaion of God.'' 

By the above letter the reader may perceive Dcfpcnrie 
the defperate fituation to which the alTociated thcVmis. 
lords were now reduced. They endeavoured 
to rou9e their fellow-fubjeds to refentment, by 
reprefenting the indignity done them in hav- 
ing a king impofed upon the ijiation without 
their cpnfent; of having proclamations take 
place of a^s of parliament ; and from the danger 
of feeing all that had been done for religion re- 
yerfed. All was to no purpofe ; nor could the 
difcontented aifemble the face of an army. The , 
carl of Rothes, Kirkaldy,Grange, and Haliburton, 
provoft of Dundee, who had been feen in arms, 
were ordered, by proclamations, to enter them- 
lelves'into feveral prifons, under the penalty 
of being declared rebels. About the fourteenth 
of Auguft» Mary's army was put in motion; 

and 
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A.D.15^5. and their majefties marched towards Kft 
to extinguiih the laft remains of rebellion is 
Scotland; but about this time Mary was fur^ 
prized by a frefh mefiage from her fifter Eliza- 
. beth. 
J[J^^« That great princefs difliked the fpirit with 
««»*s V- which Mary had proceeded of late ; and found, 
that the Scots were far from being fo ripe for 
an infurredion as had been reprefented. She 
therefore pitched upon one Tamworth, a gen- 
tleman of her bedchamber, a forward infolent 
fellow, to be her meffengcr, and apprized Ran- 
dolph that he was upon his journey j ordering 
him, at the fame time, to affift Tamworth in his 
bufinefs. Mary wasnowperfeftly fenfiMeof Eli- 
zabeth's pra£iices with the aflbciated lords ; but 
did not, as ufual, bury her refentment in tears 
and filent indignation. She gave it full vent ; 
fixe ordered Randolph to be treated as a fpy; 
and he received notice from fecretary Maitland, 
that if he did .not defift from tampering with 
the lords and her rebellious fubjeds, he fliould 
be put under arreft in his own houfe. Tam- 
worth's inflrudions from Elizabeth are, as ufual, 
full of diiUmulation, and affected tendernefs 
towards Mary's perfon and character; but we 
learn from them, that Mary had written to Eli- 
zabeth in very fliarp terms, complaining of her 
debauching her fubjedts, and threatening to 
appeal to all the princes her allies, for jufticc. 
Tamworth, by his miftrefs's order, reproached 

Mary 
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Mary for her duplicity in entertaining Dafnley A.D,i56j, 
Its her lover, in ftich a manner as fhc could not 
avoid making him her hufband, at the very 
time that fecretary Maitland was her em.baffa* 
dor at the Englifli court afking Elizabeth's ad* 
vice about her marriage. He was next to rea* 
fon with her concerning the breach of thd 
treaty between the two crowns, by detaining 
Lenox and his fbn (whom Elizabeth claimed 
to be her fubjecls) in Scotland, after being for- 
mally required to return to Eilgland. The reft: 
of Tamworth's inllruftions contained gene* 
tal profcflions of friendfliip for Mary ; but 
drawn up in a ftile of fupdriority, as if Eliza- 
beth had a right to be confulted in all the af- 
fairs of Scotlaiid ; arid they end with a warm 
recommendation of Murray for his honefty 
and 2U>iUties, and fbme tacit menaced againft 
Mary hcrfelf, if fhe fhould attempt any thing 
lugainfi the Reformed religion. 

It does not evidently appear, that Tarn worth '^'«f*«»«n' 
tWiB ever admitted to a perfonal audience with wwik. 
Mary j btrt Ihe certainly received a copy of his 
Sft^Siges to every head of which ihe r«turned 
apriscifc, but fpirited, aufwer". She- threw thO' 
blsttic of her concluding her marriage with- 
out wnfulting Elizabeth, upott that prihcefSj 
who had' not appointed commiffioners, as^ had 
bc«n propofed, ta remove all difficulties. At 
tbe fame time, (he put Elizabeth in mind, that 
ihe herfelf had declared- ta Throgmorton, and 
Vol. VI. P p by 
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A. D. 1565. by her embafladors Maitland and Hay, that Ihc 
, was determined to marry Darnley; and. that 
Elizabeth's behaviour was fuch, as put her un« 
ider a kind of necefHty to chufe a partner of 
her throne. " To deal plainly and frankly, 
(fays her memorial) her highnefs had good 
caufe to confummate her marriage in the man* 
ner and time fhe has done ; and as both were 
known to herfelf and her people, Ihe thii^ no 
other prince has any concern in the affair :" She 
added, " that whatever Elizabeth might pretend 
to the contrary, ihe was ready tq provq thai; 
the greateft and principal powers in Chrifieii: 
dom had approved of her conduct." She then 
fhewed how ridiculous and unjuft Elizabeth's 
complaint was, concerning a breach of treatiesi 
in detaining Lenox and his fon in Scotland, 
fince the latter is adually her hufbaod, and 
the former a Scotchman by birth, title, and 
e^atc ; and had been recommended in the 
I • ftrongeft manner to her favour and protedion 

by Elizabeth herfelf. She next hints that fhe 

had her demands upon Elizabeth, as well as 
the lat^r had upon her ; but that Elizabeth 
expefted every conceffion, and would caake 
none. She adds, that if Tamworth, by his 
commiffion, was impowered to treat upon any 
propoiition that might be made him on her 
(Mary's) part, flie was willing to open the con- 
ferences immediately. She puts. Elizabeth 
in mind that her rank in the world claimed 

. refpcSt; 
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refpecl ; and that upon an emergency flie knew a.o. i5€5i 
where to find friends ; that as fhe never had in- 
termeddled in the affairs of England, becaufc 
flie thought that an independent fovereign was 
only accountable to God, fo flie expected that • 
Elizabeth would not concern herfelf with thofe 
of Scotland. As to the earl of Murray, Mary 
(to ufe her own words) " moft heartily defired 
her good filler to meddle no farther with pri* 
vate cafes, concerning him, or any other fub- 
jefts of Scotland, than her majefty has hereto- 
fore middled with thofe of the fubjecls of 
England^ and that Elizabeth in fo doing will 
perform the very oflice of a prince and a good 
neighbour/* She concluded by interceding for 
the countefs of Lenox, and putting Elizabeth' 
iDi mind of her cruelty and injuflice towards 
that lady. 

I have been the more explicit in my account J^^*^'^^^' 
of this meflage, becaufe of Mary's alteration «»*>«^ 
of ftilc towards her fifter-queen. The reader 
(^not avoid perceiving her repeated admoni- 
tions to Elizabeth not to concern herfelf with 
the affairs of Scotland ; but to take frttm Eli- 
zabeth all pretext for complaint, I find a paper 
addreffed to her by Mary and her hufband, 
which I apprehend was drawn up by Maitlarid, 
and was to ferve as the bafis of a perpetual 
peace between the two nations. In this paper 
^ they promife to preferve the peace with Eng- 
land inviolable^ an4 not to attempt any altera- 

Pp 2 tioa 
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A. D. 1565, tion in religion, even though they fiioKkl b< 
called to that throne. But all this w^ upoa 
the following conditions : Firft, That EHw- 
beth ihould declare the fucceffion to be in 
Mary; and failing her, and the iffuc of hejf 
body, in the countefs of Lenox and h«f iffue. 
Secondly, That Elizabeth (hall defift from med- 
dling in any Scotch affairs, and from eatcrfcain- 
ing any rebels of that country. Thirdly, Thafc 
ihe (hall enter into no foreign league in fv^v^ 
dice of the kingdom of Scotland. La&ly, 
That a definitive treaty b^ entered upon by 
commiflioners of both nations/' Whether 
thofe propofitions were tranfmitted by Tarn* 
worth, does not clearly appear ; but bis beha- 
viour was refented by Mary, efpecially in bis giv- 
ing her hufband no higher title than that ol 
lord DarnlcyJ His confederate, Ha^do)ph, 
was defired by fecretary Maitland to withdraw 
to Berwick ; and upon his refufing to comply^ 
Mary obliged him to promife upon his word 
of honour, that he fhould have no dealings' 
with her rebels. As to Tamworth, upon his. 
taking leave of the Scotch court, he demanded, 
a fafe-coadu<f); for his return to England ; aad 
being offered one figned by the king only,, ho 
refufed it, and proceeded without one upoa 
his return ; upon which he was ftopt at Dunb*: 
bar by the lord Hume, who made him pri* 
foner for fome days in his caftle of Hume, 
Kai^dolph compUi^^d to Mary of his detention ;l 

but 
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but received no other anfwer than that he A^D^t^e^ 
might blame himfelf, becaufe he would not 
accept of a fafe-conduft when offered him. 
It is certain, however, that he foon after ob- 
tained his liberty. 

Mary and her hufband continued ftill in the ^^^ 
field againft the rebels, the chief of whom were J^JJ* *• 
inhabitants of Fife. Many gentlemen of that 
county were ordered into cuftody; and the 
earl of Rothes and Kirkaldy being now de« 
nounced rebels, as well as Murray, their houfes 
and poffeffions were taken into the hands of 
the cro\rD« Mary^s chief attendants in this 
expedition were the chancellor earl of Morton^ 
the earls of Atholand Mar, the lord Ruthvtn, 
iecretaiy Maitland, the treafurer, the comp- 
troller, the clerk-regifier, jufiice-clerk, and ad« 
locate. I mention thofe names chiefly to fliew^ 
that Mary did not proceed without the opi- 
nions of the chief lawyers of her kingdom ; 
and it is remarkable that the chancellor him« 
ielf had been the bofom companion of Mur« 
ny. 

The affociated and rebel lords met with com- JS^"^*^ 
paffion wherever they went, but no encourage- 
ment ; and at laft they came to a refolution to 
retire to the faftneffes of Argylefhire, there to 
Wait for what time ihould produce. Being 
thus driven from place to place, feveral procla- 
mations were iffued againft them, prohibiting 
^ the fubjeds of Scotland from intercommun- 

ing 
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A- D. 1565. jng ^ith them, orfupplying them with meat, 
drink, munition, or armour. We find them^ 
****** however, muftering their forces at Air, and 
new levies were made for purfuing them to the 
utmoft; but in the mean while, Mary very \ 
wifely publifhed a proclamation for the confir- 
mation and fecurity of the reforn^ed religion . 
and another of pardon to all their attendants, \ 
who fhould peaceably leave their company and 
depart home. Befides the army that was to 
be headed by the king and qu^en, and whidi 
was to march weft towards Air and Irwin, the 
farl of Athol was appointed lieutenant for the "^ 
North part of the kingdom, and had it in 
charge to invade Argylefliire with an army of 
Highlanders. To fliew the public that their 
majefties wer6 in earneft, the ufual immunities 
previous to the expedition were "granted to all 
true fubjefts of every rank and quality, that 
happened to die, or be wounded^ under the 
charge of their faid lieutenant, 
shefcmovei The hcads of the affociated lords were the 
SmT* d^ke of Chatleheraut, the earls of Argyle^ 
*w>>. Murray, Glencairn, and Rothes ; and the lords 
Boyd and Ochiltree, with fome barons of Fife 
and Kyle. They had fent one Elphinfton to 
make another trial of Elizabeth; and, if wo; 
are to believe Knox, who was well informed,- 
he returned with a fupply of ten thoufand: 
pounds fterling; but I do not perceive that 

cvea that funi, large a3 it wa$, enabled tbem^ 

to 
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^0 make any figure in the field Before Mary A«D.r565, 
iet out for Edinburgh, being no ftranger to the 
affedion which the inhabitants of that capital 
lore to the rebel lords, ihe ordered the town- 
council to depofe their provoft, Douglas of Kil- 
fpindie, who was one of Murray's moft avowed 
partizans, and to appoint one Simon Prefton in 
his room. This feems to have been a pretty 
high ilrain of prerogative, nor fliall I enquire 
whether it was not ftretched on the occafion ; but 
it appears from the records, that the council ac* 
quiefced, and that Douglas divefted himfelf of 
his office with a very good grace j but the fpi- 
ritual concerns of that town were not fo eaiily 
fctdcd 

After the queen's marriage, her hufband had 
repaired to the high church of Edinburgh, 
where he heard a fermon from Knox, who 
threw out many bitter farcafms againft the go- 
vernment of boys, women, and Jezebels. The 
weak-brained king felt himfelf hurt with what 
lie faid ; and the preacher was fummoned to 
appear before the privy-council, which he did, 
attended by a large number of the chief inha- 
bitants. He was told by fecretary Maitland, 
that the king had taken offence at feme parts 
of his fermon, and that he muft abflain from 
preaching for fifteen or twenty days ; during 
which, time his place was to be fupplied by Mr. 
Craig, a more moderate minifter, who was 
brought to Edinburgh for that purppfe. The 

anfwer 
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Ai>.«5«s. ing with them, orfupplyinjr flfual ftrain; and 
Au ts ^""^> munition, or ann^ ^jog but according to 
"*' "• however, muftcring t^^tirch wbidd command 
new levies were m^-' y abttain, he would obey 
utmoft ; but in ^ Qod would permit him.'' 
wifely publifher^ ^^^ archbiihop Spotfwood, he 
mation and f ^^;, the king had, for the queen's 
and anothr^^t^ niafs, and dilhonourcd the 
who (hou' ^^/hould he in his juftice make her 
^^P"' &^^^ of Jf^is overthrow.'* The fame 
/[i^P^^^*^ ^y> ^^^ ^^ queen burft into 
^^' /^Ais infolent ezpreflions ; and it is from 
^ ^fccords of the town couflcil, ftill extant, 
J^tain whether the prohibition, fhorc and 
^ as it was, took place. It is to this period 
/am to refer the rcftitution of the lord Gor- 
^tf^ (ion, who, ever fince his condemnation, had 
j^ been a prifoner in the caftle of Dunbar, to the 
/ ^ eftate and honours of Huntley. That noble- 
/ man, if we arc to believe the hiftorian of his 

family, narrowly efcaped lofing his head, by a 
paper prefented amongft others to Mary, and 
figned by her, without looking into it, contain* 
ing a warrant directed to his keeper for his im- 
mediate execution, which he refufed to obey 
till he faw Mary, and fhe countermanded the 
order. There can be no doubt that Murray 
hated Huntley ; but there can be as little of the 
prevalence of family legends founded upon hc^ 
reditary diflFerences and groundlefs prepoffef- 
fions, of which this ftory cal-ries the ftrongeft 

marks. 
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marks. It confeffcdly refts upon tradition: and 'a.D'1s<s.^ 

it is difficult to believe, that Murray, who was 

far from being a fanguinary man, would have 

ventured upon fo defperate an expedient to 

get rid of an enemy, efpecially as that enemy 

was fon-in-law to the duke of Chatleheraut, 

the head of the Reformers. 

Before Mary and her hufband left Edin- Maryiifuc. 
burgh, fhe took her meafures with the moft agllSft the 
admirable circumfpedion. A commiffion had ^^^^ 
been granted to Colin Campbell, baron of 
Glenurquhy, anceftor to the prefent earl of 
Breadalbin, for fuppreffing the rebellious clan 
of Gregor. It was naturally to be fuppofed 
that he would favour his friend and name- 
fake the -earl of Argyle ; and the commiffion 
itfelf claflied with that of the lieutenancy, 
which had been granted to the earl of Athol. , 
It tvas therefore fuppreffed ; and the king and 
queen leaving Edinburgh on the twenty-fifth 
of Auguft, marched towards Linlithgow, Stir- 
ling, and Glafgow, at the head of, at leaft, 
fix thoufand men* The lords had then, about 
them a thoufand horfe ; and advanced to Paif- 
ley with a fhew as if they intended to attack 
the royalifts ; but inftead of that, they fud- 
cienly wheeled oflF towards Edinburgh. The 
queen's provoft attempted to make fonie dif- 
pofitions to oppofe them ; and two fliot was 
fired upon them from the caftle, which was 
then commanded by the earl of Mar's brother ; 
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^0.1565. i)ut they entfered tnth little or no rtfiilatice by 
the weft-gate, and became mafteirs of tlie tbwa. 
They then fent expreffes through all quartets 
to raifc thfetr friends, and beat up for voltini 
teeris, but ifew joined them ; and their otmofk 
compleftient of men did not exceed thirteeft 
hundred cavalry. This was the mote diimp^ 
ing, as they were wdl fupplied with money 
to pay JFor recruits ; and their danger "was im* 
mediate, as they received information that thtt 
royal army was upon its return. Their h^ads, 
?itcording to Knox, were the duke of Chatle* 
heraut, the earls of Murray, Glencaim, and 
Rothes ; the lords Boyd and Ochiltree ; the 
lairds of Grange, Cunninghamhead, Balco- 
mie, and Lawers; the tutor of Pitcur; the 
lairds of Barr, darnel, and Dreghome, and 
the laird of Pitarrow comptroller. 

In the mean while, the queen had famrtioned 
fummoncd the caftlc of Hamilton to furrendcr, which 
uiai?!^' was refufed ; and without flaying to bcfiicge it, 
flie directed her march back towards Edin- 
burgh, the earl of Athol having a fuiEcient 
force, in a feparate army, for reducing Ar- 
gylefhire. I perceive that the earl of Morton 
commanded the center of the army ; and tho* 
chancellor, and in high confidence with the 
queen^ he is faid to have kept up a confbiit 
correfpondence with Murray, Whatever may 
be in that, it is probable that the queeh kav^ 
ipg abo^t this tiipe reftpred the carl of Hont^ 

ley, 



O F S C O T L A N D* ^99 

l^y^whofc father long; held the place of chancel- a^d, 1565. 
lor^ might iharpen his relentment. Upon the 
approach of the royal army, the lords marched to 
t^aperk ; and the queen being apprehenfive that 
they intended to take poffeffion of Glafgow, 
"Was making difpofitions to return, when fhe 
Received certain intelligence that they had 
marched towards Dumfries, a town fifty miles 
fouth of Edinburgh ; and lying commodioufly 
forfecuring their retreat to England, if that 
ftould become neceffary. Mary, upon this, di- 
rtied her march towards Stirling, and took 
poffciffion of Caftle Campbell, the earl of Ar- 
gyle's houfe. From thence flie made a quick 
narch to St. Andrew's. She had ordered a 
proclamation to be publiflied, fummoning the 
d|ikc of Chatleheraut, the earls of Glencairn 
a^d Argyle, the lords Boyd and Ochiltree, 
with others, to repait to that city in fix day* 
time, to anfwer fqch things as ihould be laid 
.to their charge ; and the time being now 
djipfcd without their compeering, they were 
denounced rebels. I cannot help confidering 
this as an evidence of Mary's moderation. 

She juftly confidered the county of Fife, 
TOkd its neighbourhood, ajs the chief feat of re- 
IfclliQUf and refolved to inflid marks of her 
difplcafure upon them ; flie therefore fubjefted ^^^^^f^ 
tbcm to mulcts; and the town of Dundee, ^"^s**** 
tjbe. wealthier among them, was fined two 
t^oviimdniarks. Scots ; a proof that Mary was 

0^4 * placable 
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A.D.1565. placable in her revenge; nor do we know Of 
any punifliment fhe inflifted upon fcveral gcii'* 
tlemen, who had aftually received money from 
Murray. Upon returning to Edinburgh, flic 
ordered her army to rendezvous at Biggar, 
which they did, to the number of eighteen 
thoufand fighting men. Mary, ever fince the 
breaking out of the rebellion, had been at a 
confiderable charge in paying a body of mer- 
cenaries, who ferved upon a diflFerent footing 
from that of her other fubjefts ; and Ihe ap- 
pears at this time to have been well fupplicd 
with money, though a large fum belonging to 
her had been feized by the earl of Northum- 
berland, when the Ihip that carried it was 
wrecked upon the Englifh coaft. Mary, du- 
ring all the time of this rebellion, was dreft in 
a warlike manner, and rode with charged pif- 
tols; while her hufband was diftinguifhed by 
wearing a fuit of gilded armour. 

EijMbeth It is plain from the evidences that have 

priYately * _ » 

fupportjihc come to our hands, that the formidable ap- 
pearance Mary made at this time touched Eli- 
zabeth to the quick. The rebel lords had 
been joined by the lord Maxwell, and fome 
others ; and they were continually plying Eli- 
zabeth with meffages for money, promifing, if 
they were fupplied, to bring Mary a prifoncr 
into England. Elizabeth, however willing flic 
was, did not chufe to give the leaft encourage- 
ment to the rebel lords, having feen fo little ef- 
fect 
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.'Jed from the money Ihe had already advanced a.d, 1J65:, 
them. They therefore applied to Mary, of- 
fering to fubmit to her government, provided 
the Reformed religion might be eftabliChed; 
but they added in the clofe of the letter, 
* That if their enemies would feek their blood, 
they fhould underftand that it ihould be dear 
bought," Mary difdained to give any anfwer 
to fubmiiEons (for they had fent feveral of 
the fame kind) attended with fuch menaces; 
and ' advanced with fuch quicknefs againft the 
rebels, that they retired to Garlifle. Elizabeth 
knew of their intention, and had fent private 
orders to Cecil to reinforce the garrifon of 
that city; and Bedford, in his own name, had 
promifed to fupply the lords with fome mo- 
ney. 

Mary and her hufband hearing that the re- who «« 
bels had taken refuge in England, after re- eII^T^ 
pofing fome time at Dumfries, paid a vifit to 
Sir John Maxwell of Teireglcs, governor of 
the cafile of Lochmaben. This gentleman had 
•been deeply engaged with the rebels; but he 

. now returned to his duty, and becoming lord 
Herries, he continued ever after a faithful 
friend and fubjed to Mary. Of all the affo- 
dated lords, none flood his ground but the 
carl of Argyle, who made fevere reprifals upon 
the eftates belonging to Lenox and Athol ; 
but that nobleman, by his after-condu<ft, 

•:.ihewed that he was not aduated by the fame 

principie 
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AjD.ij^s. priaciple a$ Murray. M^ry 4n4 h«F bi^a^d 
returQcd to Edinburgh ia Noveoiber- The re* 
^1 toirdfSy broken as they were, ftill gave outi 
that they would prove more than ^ match to 
the royal arnjy, if they were ftipportodUy 
^ueen Elizabeth. All £he did was to ej(fa^ 
them tQ patience ai>d fubmiifion ; but alcove aH 
thinga to behave ia fuich a manner as to lea^4 
roov^ for a treaty undeir her ovirn medial^op. 
Matters were in this fiate^ when: the dul|e of 
Chatkheraut wrote a letter to Mary, filled with 
proteftations. of duty, and d^fixipg to h^.ve % 
fafe^condu^ for pafling over to France. IVUiTt 
whoknew how little Ihe had to appre]t^n4 .^904 
that nQbl^man, whoiGs friends ^nd fbllowem «b 
general had forfaken him, when he eiLtere4 
into the rebellion, readily granted his requefit 
though it was oppofed by her worthlefs huf^ 
band. 
-A. new Mary who (uppn OQcafions) could diileipble 

fofcd. a$ well as Elizabeth^ availed herfelf, to the fi^U^, 
q{ tjie advantages (he had gained over h«r re^ 
bcl fubje6:s. She fent one Ya;iUy as her ageitf: 
tQ Spain, to acquaint that king with the whple 
prQcefs of the rebellion ; and one Chalmers of 
Qrmond was fent firft tQ £;ngland, and the& 
tQ France, to complain of Elizabeth's conti- 
nuing to favour her rebel fubjecls. Elizabeth 
was infgroied of thofe fteps, and affefted to 
withdraw ^1 kind pf countenance or favour 
frQQi the aflbcuted lords i l^ut ihe naned the 

^ earl 
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carl of Bedford, and Sir John Forcfter, as lier A-ar^e^. 
GOiamifiioners for opening a treaty, which wa$ 
to terminate all differences between herfelf and 
Mary ; upon which Mary named the earl of 
Both well and the laird of Cesford as her 
comlniffioners ; but with an exprefs refervation, 
that uothing fhould be treated of by way of fa* 
HOttr to, or reconcilement with, her rebels. 

Though Mary's affairs at this time were ^Z?^?**^ 
irowned with fuch fuccefs, that Ihe tnight rca- namiey, 
fonabiy have promi&d to herfelf a long and glo- 
rioas *rei^, yet flie was diftreffed in her mind, 
a&d on the verge of perdition as to her circum- 
fta&ces. She had married a man who gave her 
hourly proofs how unworthy he was not only 
of heir hand but her notice. He was perpetually 
drank. He haunted the company which he 
knew to be the moft difagreeable to the queen ; 
and young and beautiful as fhe was, he had 
brought infedion to her bed. It was in vain 
that her excellent fenfe endeavoured to conceal 
his profligacy, for it broke out on all occa- 
fions ; and he brutally abufed her even at pub- 
fie entertainments. For fome time, ihe had re- 
Courfe only to her tears; but his worthlefs 
companions fuggefting to him that he was only 
a nominal king, (though I perceive that all the 
public ads paffed in his name as well as Mary's) 
he rudely and inceffantly demanded that he 
fiiQuld be inveftcd with the matrimonial crown. 
]4^9 from a 'regard to herfelf as well as her 
• ., . fubjeds, j 
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A. a 1565. fubjet9:s, evaded his requeft, perhaps in fuch a 
manner as fhewed him he was not to exped: to 
be gratified ; and ihe even hinted, that it was 
not impoflible for her to fall upon a way to 
humble him, by admitting a negotiation with 
the rebel lords, under Elizabeth's mediation. 
She had an opening for this from Murray, who 
applied to Cecil in a mpft humble, if not abjed^ 
manner for Elizabeth's intercejflion to procure 
his pardon from Mary before the fitting of the 
iM. parliament, which was fummoned to confirm 
his forfeiture, and thofe of his friends. He 
likewife employed Melvil, brother to the Me- 
moir writer, to foUicit his caufe with Mary, 
who gave him a flat refufal of the leaft favour. 
When Randolph reprefented to her, that Both*- 
well was a very exceptionable perfon with the 
queen his miftrefs, and begged her to name 
another commiffioncr, fhe cut him fliort by fay- 
ing, that flie hated Bedford as much as Eliza- 
' beth hated Bothwell, Mary, however, feemed 

to be placable towards the earl of Argyle. 

whoUat Every day now produced frefh iars between 

'variance , ' ' * •* 

with the Mary and her profligate hiifhand. Repeated 
complaints were made of Lenox having abufed 
his power ; and the king could bear the fight, 
of none whom Mary feemed to favour. He 
hated Ledington for his abilities ; and he be- 
came the fworn enemy of Rizio, whom fhe con- 
tinued to employ in her foreign correfpondcn** 
cie$. Mary, to mortify him, ordered that his 

name 
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name fhould no longer be placed before hers A^at^e^, 
npdn the coin, or in public deeds • and did not 
conceal how much flie repented her having 
made him her hufband. He continued to prefs 
her for the matrimonial crown. At firft flie 
put him off, by pretending, that it could not 
be conferred upon him before he was one-andi- 
twenty years of age ; but, at laft, flie plainly 
told him, that fhe had done too much for him 
already ; and that the confent of her parliament 
was neceffary for fuch a ftep, Mary now found 
herfelf under fuch circumftances, that fhe be- 
gan, in good earneft, to think of uniting all 
her fobjecls in their duty to her perfon ; and 
the more, as Darnley every hour expreffed 
himfelf implacable, to a degree of fury, againft 
the profcribed lords. She was no ftranger to 
their confequencc in her dominions ; and flie 
knew the value of Murray* s fervices. Morton, 
who in the minority of the earl of Angus, 
afted as head of the powerful family of Doug- 
hs, Ruthven, fecretary Maitland, and all the 
congregationifts who had not been profcribed, 
and had continued in their loyalty, became ad-. 
vocates for mercy towards the exiles, who 
were reduced to fo low a pafs, that they feemed 
to be objects rather of compaffion than refent- 
mentinMary; for even Murray had courted 
Rizio, who became an interceffor to Maiy in 
his favour. Melvil (if we are to believe the 
Memoirs that carry hi* name) was then in high 
Vol. VI. Rr^ favour 
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A. D. 1566. favour with Mary, and fecondcd all applica<» 
tions in behalf of the exiles j but they met in 
the perfon of Throgmorton a ftill more ef- 
feftual advocate. 
SffiSda*"^ Elizabeth continued to afl: with aftonifhing 
tion of Eu- diflimulation between Mary and the Scotch 
exiles. She had ftricUy enjoined the earl ol 
Bedford to conceal from them, and from the 
world, that flie was (ionfenting to any favour, 
cither pecuniary or other, that they met with 
in England ; and had ordered him, as of him-? 
felf, to fend the three hundred harquebuziers, 
whom they petitioned for, to Carlifle; When 
flie found that Mary was fuperior to all oppo- 
iition in her own kingdom, ihe began to think 
that {he had carried her diflimulation too fan 
Smith, her embaffador at the French court, 
was upbraided on that account ; and Elizabeth 
herfelf was charged with being the author of 
all Mary's troubles, and the fomenter of the 
rebellion in Scotland. Smith, by Elizabeth's 
orders, laid the blame upon Kizio, and other 
foreigners about Mary's perfon ; and pretended 
that Elizabeth had lent her countenance to the 
aflbciated lords only to prevent their marriage 
from taking place, till it fliould be approved of 
by the court of France. The cardinal of Lor^ 
rain did not fail to promote his niece's caufe, 
, by declaring, that the French king and courtr 
had moft cordially coafented to the marriage. 
At lafi) Elizabeth was forced to acquaint the. 

French 
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Freach and Spanifli embafiadors, that jQie dif* a. p. 1566. 
approved of tlie condud of the Scotch lords, 
and was ready to give a public teftimony of 
her dilliking it They remained fiill in the 
north of England ; but they had fent the earl ^ « 
of Murray and the abbot of Kilwinning to be 
their agents at the Engliih court. 

The French embaffador, De Foix, thought shcfeemi 

' ' ^ ^ te abandon 

he-could not do his mailer better fervice than «i»c rcbeii. 
by dividing the lords from Elizabeth, fo as to 
oblige them to depend wholly upon the 
French court for their pardon with Mary, He 
privately acquainted the two agents that Eli- 
:&abeth had entirely given them up; and he 
offered to introduce them next day into 
her prefence, to convince them, from her own 
mouth, of her difpleafure at their condud; 
He was as good as his word ; and Elizabeth, 
without appearing to be difconcerted, demanded 
of Murray how fuch a rebel, as he had ap- 
proved himfelf to be to his own miftrefs, durft 
appear before her. She charged him at the 
j^e time not to prefume to vindicate his 
condud, by pretending to have had encourage- 
ment from her, for ihe had given them none. 
The foUotving was Murray's remarkable an- 
fivet : ** Madam, whatever thing your majefty 
m^ant ia your heart, we are thereof igno- 
rant ; but thus much we know affuredly, that 
Ve had lately faithful promifes of aid and fup- 
port by your embaffador and familiar fervants 

Kr 2 in 
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A. D. 1566* in your name; and further, we have your own 
hand-writing confirming the faid promifcs/* 
If this anfwer is genuine, (which fome have 
queftioned) there could have been no precon- 
cert 4>etweeh Murray and Elizabeth; and we 
are told, that fome days after Ihe forced them, 
to come and confefs upon their knees, in pre- 
fcnce of the French and Spanifh embafladorS| 
that ihe had never moved them to any oppo- 
fition or refiftance againft their qiieen's mar* 
riage. When they had made this confeffion, 
** Now (faid Elizabeth) you have told the 
truth ; for neither did I, nor any in my name, 
ftir you up againft your queen : for your abo* 
minable treafon may ferve for example to my 
own fubjefts to rebel againft me. Therefore 
get ye out of my prefence ; ye are but unwor* 
thy traitors.'^ It is impoflible, from the clofe- 
nefs of Elizabeth's management, and that of 
Cecil, who befriended Murray, to pronounce 

, whether the whole bf this interview waa 

jiot a farcG agreed upon previoufly to be z&ed 
by Murray and his affociate. The fequel makes 
it fomewhat probable that it was. 

pivifioniin' Elizabeth's court was then diftraded by the 

cQttrt."^^^^ divifions which prevailed between her favbu*? 
rite and her minifter, Leicefter knew that Eli- 
2abeth had fecretly given way to Mary's mar- 
riage with Darnley ; and confidered himfclf as 
the victim of her ftate policy. The exquifite' 

diflimul^tion of Jllizsibeth was fuch, that fee 

iuflfer^d 
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fuflfered it to be debated in council, whether ^^» »5«^ 
Ihe ought to marry the archduke or Leic^fier ? 
The freedoms taken on this occafion by Cecil 
and his friends were fo highly refented by that 
proud favourite, that fhe commanded him not 
to appear in her prefence ; and ihe admitted Ce- 
cil to a greater degree of confidence than ever. 
That minifter had never befriended Throgmor- . 
ton ; and had even endeavoured to ruin him 
with Elizabeth. Throgmorton had long dif- 
fembled his difcon tent ; and his zeal to ferve 
Elizabeth had, while he was laft in Scotland^ 
carried him to greater lengths than his judg« 
ment approved of, by forming intrigues among 
the affociated lords^ and promifing all they 
could require on the part of his miftrefs. He 
thought that the junfture was favourable for 
ruining Cecil ; and made no fecret of his hav- 
ing been inftrumental in deceiving the Scotch 
lords, by bringing them to truft to, Elizabeth's 
promifes. He took an opportunity, in a con- 
ference with the two agents, to advife them to 
throw themfelves entirely upon Mary's cle- 
mency ; and never to rely upon the promifes 
of any foreign power. Murray feemed pene- 
trated with what he faid ; and the more, as he 
plainly perceived that he could have no de- 
pendence upon Elizabeth. Upon his reprefent- 
ing to Throgmorton the bad fuccefs he had 
already met with in his applications to Mary, 
t}iat great minifter, who knew how much he 
' - was 
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A. D. 1566. was efteemed by that princefs, wrote her j^ 
letter of mediation in their favour. It is pubr 
lifhed in MelviFs Memoirs^, and often reprinted ; 
but as it may be confidered as a maftcr^piece of 
compofition, with regard to honefty, wifdom, 
and fpirit, I can with no propriety avoid ^v- 
ing the reader fome idea of its contents. . • , 
Throgmor- Throgmortou having been always a declared 
letter to partizan for Mary's fucceffion to the crown o^ 
vo^\f^th^ England, begins his letter by laying before her 
'*^^* the ftate'of her party in that kingdom; and 
informs her, that her eiremies had formed Tit 
defign to have called her fucceffion in queftioi\ 
in parliament, had it met in Odober ; but 
that her friends had found means to have it 
prorogued to the following fpring. He ad- 
vifes her to abftain from all foreign connec- 
• tions which might give umbrage to the peo» 

pie of England, and to truft to the benevo** 
lence of her own fubjeds. ;He thinks, how- 
ever, that fhe ought to keep on fair, but gene- 
ral, terms with France and Spain; and that in 
pmnt of policy, her marriage with Darnley 
was a wife meafure. He advifes her to con- 
tinue temperate and moderate w;ith regard tp. 
religion, and not to attempt either to inno-* 
vate or alter it, by which flie certainly wo&ld 
ftrengthen her party in England. In matters, 
of ftate, " they (fays he) who are conilantly 
yours, are eafily retained at your devotion ;; 
thofe who heretofore have borne any favour^^ 

and 
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apd by the late occurrences are any way braing-* Ai]>,i5«tf« 
led (ftaggered), will be brought home agaiii 
when they ihall fee your majefty, now whea 
it is fallen in your hands to ufe rigour ot 
mercy, as you plcafe, rather incline to the 
plaufible part, in (hewing your magnanimity^ 
M^hen you have brought your fubjefts to fub- 
miffion and gentlenefs, as the good paflor to 
reduce his iheep that were gone aftray, home 
again to the fold. Thofe who are yet neu* 
trals, by the fame means, and true informa- 
tion of your intereft by law, may all be won 
to your fide« This done, when the matter 
comes in queftion, your friends will earneftly 
prefi your intereft at this parliament, and 
you will without controverfy bear it away/* 

Throgmorton next obferves, that an inti* 
mate union of Mary with her fubjefts will make 
the queen of England her friend ; that by par- 
dbning Murray, notwithftanding all the provo- 
cations he had. given her, ihe would fhew ihe 
bad been aduated by no difference in religion^ 
and thereby gain the efteem and afiedion of 
the proteftant intereft in England, as well as 
Scotland. He propofes, that Mary Ihould iflue 
a well-penned proclamation for a general par- 
don ; but with an exception of fome principals. 
But even they were not to be proceeded againft 
to extremes ; for fhe was to require them to de- 
part out of England to what country ftie fliould 
name^ and there to remain upon their good be- 
haviour 
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A. D* 1566, haviour during her pleafurc. "In this m^att 
time, (concludes he) if your majcfty find that 
this benign ulage of yours fhall produce fuch 
fruit as here fpoken, your niajefty may further 
extend your favour, as you find convenient 
and profitable for ypurfel£ For your majefiy 
hath fiill the crimes lying above their heads^ 
In the mean time, all who favour them in 
England, will plead in their caufe with your 
majefty, fo far as their power extends, as if 
they were agents for your majefty. They will 
in no ways, if they can efchew it, be again in 
the queen of England's debt, neither by pb* 
taining of any favour at your hand by her in* 
tervention, nor yet for any fupport in the time 
of their banilhment. But rather it may pleafe 
your majefty, that their charges be allowed 
them of their own lands. By following this 
advice, which in no ways can be prejudicial to 
your majefty, but will much conduce for your' 
intercft, you may recover the greateft part of 
the bifhops of England ; many of the greateft 
nobility and gentlemen who are yet neutral,*' 
Affairtof Together with this letter, (if we are to be* 
•eat, lieve MelviPs Memoirs) Thrograortonfent, in 

cypher, a lift of the names of Mary's Englifii 
friends ; and affured her, that if fhe behav^ 
in the manner he had advifed, that fhe might 
bid defiance even to Elizabeth herfelf, if fee 
feould attack her right of fucceflion. Mary 
was deeply iropreft by Throgmor ton's gene- 
rous 
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lt>us aad manly reafonings ; and was preparing a«d. 1566. 
to 'have carried his advice into execution, when 
fhe was divjerted from it by the pernicious po* 
litics of her ihotker-in-law Catharine de Medi« 
OS. Two French minifters, Rambouillet And 
Clernati^ were then in Scotland* The firfl was 
embatfador from the French king, and invefted 
king Henry with the order of St» Michael. The 
other, Clemau, was an agent for the cardinal 
of Lorrain* The latter was in the fecret of a 
treaty that had been privately concluded be- 
tween the king and queen-mother of France^ 
and the king of Spain, for the extirpation of 
protefiantifm. In confequence of this treaty, 
the duke of Alva had marched with a formi- 
dable army into the Low Countries, to fup* 
preis the commotions then beginning there^ 
and which terminated in the independent 
fovereignty of the Seven United Provinces^ 
by throwing oflF their allegiance to Spain* 
The prince of Orange more than fufpafted 
the purport of the treaty, an.d had re- 
tired into Germany ; but the counts Egmont 
and Horii, with other Bdgic patriots, were 
publicly executed for favouring the infurgents, 
or, as they were called^ the gueuxes, or beg- 
gafd. 

The like difpofitiOns were making for exter- J^J'JJ^^^J** 
minating. the hugonots in France; and Cler- tionm 
nau was inuruaed to obtain Mary's accemon tiuHnu. 
to this dete(lab!# treaty. His foUicitation was 

^QU VI. 5 s feconded 
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A. D. 1565. fecondedby oneThornton, who brought hef 
a copy of the treaty from the ^chbiihop of 
GlafgoWy her embaflkdor in France. This fiii- 
tal application to Mary was made at a moft 
critical time, when fhe had refohred to follow 
Throgmorton's advice in favour of the exiled 
lords. The two French agents gave a diffisr- 
ent turn to her ideas. She now confiddred 
herfelf as in a fituation to revenge the wrongs 
that had been done by Elizabeth ; to re* 
ftore the religion of her forefathers^ which 
was ftill dear to her affedions ; and to humble 
the party which had offered fuch grodi infults 
to her perfon and dignity. Mary was not 
equal to the combat between refentment and 
prudence. The former prevailed. Her beha- 
viour Was altered all of a fudden ; and ike 
f^^^ talked to Randolph in a ftrain that fhewed Ihe 
cu, Fev. 7. was determined to force Elizabeth to recog- 
nize her as her prefumptive heir. She fuf- 
fered the re-eftablilhment of the ma(s itt the 
high church of Edinburgh to be mentioned 
at her council*board ; and had formed a party 
among the lords, who were to affift at it in her 
own palace. She appeared now to be more 
determined than ever to Ihow no indulgence 
to the exiled lords; and Ihe even retrace! 
ibme favourable promifes flie made to Argyle^s 
friends; one of Clemau's infiruftions beings 
that flie fliould carry her rigour towards the 
exiled lords to its utmoft extMt# 

Mary 
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•• Mary was the more elevated on this eCca- a. 0.1566. 
fioiiy as flic perceived herfelf to be pregnant ; ^^^^^ 
a drcmnftance which greatly flattered her 
hopes. We may, however, fafely pronounce 
from Randolph's difpatches, that her mofl: fe- 
cret councils, . and her mofl: confidential dif- 
courfes, were betrayed by thofe about her. 
He came to the knowledge of her having 
figned the treaty, and of its contents. We 
can be at no lofs to account for her being thus 
betrayed, when we refied, that befides the 
long her hufband, the lord Ruthven, fecretary 
Maitland, and other proteftant lords, who 
were in her confidence, had now confederated 
for the removal of Kizio, either by death or 
otherwife. In fhprt, it does not appear that 
Mary had about her a perfon, of any confe- 
quence, who was not in the confpiracy againft 
her favourite, or who was not fecretly in the 
tnterefl: of the exiled lords. Her hufband ftill 
continued his factious, lewd, and difrefpe^ful 
^bayiour towards her perfon ; but Mary had 
not in her court a friend bold or honeft enough 
to tell her, that notwithftanding the fplendid 
title with which ihe cloathed him, he might flill 
be reduced to the rank of a fubjed. As he con<- 
tinned to be an implacable enemy to the exiled 
loids, he took Clemau into his favour ; and it 
was refolved to fhorten the prorogation of 
parliament, by fixing its meeting to the twelfth 
of March. This was frefh matter of confter- 

S s 2 nation 
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A.i>.»5^' nation to the exiled lords. Murray renewed 
his applications to Rizio, and feconded them 
by the prefent of a rich jewel. Ri?sio was fcn- 
fible how much he was hated by the king and 
the nobility, and fell in with Murray's intereft j 
but was foon gained over by Glernau to th^ 
oppofite party. 

The nearer the opening of parliament ap^ 
proached, the more plainly Mary difcoverc4 
her intentions in favour of the Roman ca- 
tholic religion. She had reftored the popifli 
ecclefiaftics to their feats in parliament ; Ihe 
fuflFered mafs to be eftablilhed in diflFerent parts 
of the kingdom ; and flie declared warmly 
againft the papifts being perfecuted for the ex* 
crcife of (heir religion. The thirtieth article 
of the treaty of Bayonne partly explains the 
grounds for this behaviour. It imported, that 
^'Calais, and other place* lately? belonging^ to 
the crown of England, Aiall be delivered to 
the king of Spaia; and he fliall help and affift 
the queen of ScJotland, and reftorelier t6 hep 
kingdom, in chafing away the qtieen of tligf 
land ; and helping to deftroy all fuch as be-af- 
fe<flioned, ' or make claim to the fame king-<^ 
dom." After perufing this extrafl, the f cradw 
can be at no lofs ^o account for the reafoni 
why Mary was fo fanguine in favour of po- 
pery. She was fo unguarded in declaring her 
fcntiments, that the earl of Morton, and the 
pther proteftant nobility and gentry about hcc 

perfon^ 
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perfoBt were convinced Ihe intended to refiune a. 0.151c. 

the church-lands ; and the lords of the articles, 

who were to prepare the buiinefs for parlia- 

meat, were entirely devoted to her views j 

^ the Q)iritual ftate, that is the popifli ecclefia- 

fiics (to life her own exprelfion in her letter to 

the archbiihop of Glafgow) being placed therein 

in the ancient manner, tending to have done 

ibme good anent reftoring the old religion ;^' 

but ihc was now on the eve of an unexpected 

ditaftrbphe. 

She hsid always fteadily refufed to grant the f^'jjV. 
matrimonial crown to- her hufband; and his <»i 
brutal behaviour towards her, feems to have 
ruined bim in hev afiei£lion8 as well as eileem^ 
We have,* howeVei*;' ftri evidence pf her having 
put any Unbecoming . flight upon his perfon j 
and the inftancps-ofliis ill ufage mentioned by 
JBuchanan, and fome' Mother writers, appear to 
have had no other foundation than the f6ndnerd 
he had for the diverfions of the field> to which 
he ufed to refort with a very flepder attendances 
The difpoiitions made by Mary for opening thd 
parliament, now rendered him a perfon of great 
eonfequence with every . one who was either 
pofSefled of church-lands, or favoured the pro* 
teflant religion, or were friends to the exiled 
lords. 7he earl of Morton, the lords Ruthven 
and Lindlay, and fecretary Maitlancl, all of. 
them tnjfted by Mary, were at the head of the 
OppofitiOUf la au ei^trad^ from one of Ran* 

dolph's 



t 



3i8 THE HISTORY 

A^D. 156^. dolph's difpatchesy dzXjcd the firft of Jtfarc^ 
Keith*t mention is made of a ^ proclamation by He&iry 
Afgtadix. j^g of Scotland, That with the advice of fiuoae 

noblemen and others who had aflbciated. t(^- 
ther, it was found neceflary for the good go* 
vernmenc of the kingdom^ to remove lopifc 
dangerous perfons and bad counfeUors from the 
queen^ particularly Hizio the Italian^ and to ptfi 
tiiilh them according to their deferving' whece 
they ihaJl be founds though it were in^tlie very 
palace, and in the prefence of the queti^^^ ' W0 
' can no way account for the meaning of ;thm pro* 
^lamation, if fuch a one was made, but by Aippof* 
ing it to have proceeded from intempiertsice} 
and we accordingly iind;in the fame di^patdii 
that the kitig took the blwie of the trholeitipoil 
himfelf. The lord Ruthven has left a very par^ 
ticidar account of the .Cpnfpiracy againfl: Kitioa 
and; his death, in which he had a principal 
hand» and I fiiall ufe it for my chief authority.. 
ibr wVich : . The lords of the oppofition had afted at jfirft 
fernil'? with great coldnefs towards the exiles. Mor? 
'*^' ton,; aa one of the heads of the family of Dou- 
glas^ was pleafed at feeing the grandfon of dhe 
earl of Angus a king. Ruthven was married 
to Darnley's aunt. Lihdfay had a like conoeo* 
tion with the earl of Athol, one of Mary's moft 
zealous friends ; and Maitland had difapprotedji 
from principle, of the conduA of the refaelfti 
All of them had promoted the marriage with; 
Darnley ; but they foon difcovered him to be 
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ft fliallow and worthlefi, that t&ey had with- a.d.i|^ 
drawn from him all confidence, and even 
thought his company* dangerous, as he was apt 
to reveal, even to the queen herfelf, every fe- 
aret he wiis mailer of. So far back as the tenth 
of Febraary, the king fent one Douglas to en- 
gage Ruthven in a confpiracy againft Rizto; 
but Rtithven refufed to have any communica-' 
tion of that kind, until he could be afiurcd 
that the king could kctp a fecret ; upon which 
the latter fwore upon a bible that he Ihould 
never teveal the lord Ruthvcn's advice to the 
queen. The danger in which the lords thought 
themfelves,' their religion and eftates, foon de^ 
termined them to fall in with the king's views ; 
but they required, by way of preliminary, that 
he ihouM agree to the recaS of the exiles, which 
he readily granted. Both parties, upon thts» 
drew up articles, to be figned by each. The 
lords 1x>und themfelves to ftand by the king^ 
in all his affairs, caufes, and quarrels; and to 
employ all their intereft for his obtaining the 
matrimonial crown. They were to maintain 
his juft title to the crown of Scotland with 
their lives and ' fortunes ; and to employ ther 
fame for the fupport of their religion as eftab- 
liihed by law ; and they were to interpofe with 
the queen of England for giving her friend- 
fhip and affiftance againft all foreign princes 
who fhould oppofe the king and his defigns/ 

Such 
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A^jKisfie. Sxich ^ere the chief articles figned by tidff 

lords. 
Tbe terms The king, OH the other hand, prOtnifed M 
ftoa^u^' reftore and pardon the exUes, and /to proteft 
their perfons and eflates fron:i being accuied 6t 
forfeited in parliament He likewi£i agreed to 
the eftablijQiment of the proteftant religion, 
and to iland by them as faithful and loyal fub* 
jeds in all their juft caufes, adions^ and quar-^ 
' rels. Thofe preliminaries being fixed, the man« 
ner of difpatching Rizio came next under con- 
iideration. Morton and Kuthven propofed to 
have him tried by parliament, and hanged iu 
execution of his fentence. This manly propo* 
fal was far from fatisfying the king's pride and 
revenge. He infified upon Bizio's being a{^ 
faifinated in the queen's prefence, and even in 
her clofet ; declaring, that if they would not 
a0ift him, he would flab him with his own 
hand. The- lords finding that the king could 
not be diverted from his purpofe, agreed to the 
afiaffination ; and that it Ihould be performed 
while Rizio was at fupper with the queen ; aa 
indecent familiarity to which Mary had often 
admitted him. Before the blow was Urtick^ 
the confpirators thought proper, on the firft 
of March, to prevail with the king to give a 
bondj in his name, to the earls, barons,. £rec-. 
holders, merchants, and craftfmen, declaring, 
that what was to be done, was entirely his. 

owa 
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felf, his heirs and fucceffors^ 2(iid theit fttc- iuaut^ 
cefibrst to keep them fred fronl all trouble for attd^^ 
the taking and executing of DaVid Rizio ixl 
the queen's prefence» or othetwife* It ^ai 
then agreed, in tendernefs to the queefif, whor 
was fix months advanced in her pregnactcy^ 
that the king ihould be prefent, fo as to pre« 
ferve her from any danger, while the confpi-^ 
rators were to enter her clofet by two doors* 
It is remarkable, that lord Ruthven had, foi 
fome time before, been confined to his bed^ 
chamber, by a diftemper which had emaciated 
him fo much, that he was fcarcely able to fup^ 
port the weight of the armour he put on for 
executing the deed. On the ninth oi 
March, Morton, who was then chancellor oi 
Scotland, took pofleffion of the outer pafiagea 
leading to the queen's clofet, and of (he prin^ 
cipal ftair-cafe, while Ruthven and Doughs 
entered the fame room by a private ftair-cafe^ 
which led to the king's apartments Ruthven^ 
found Mary at fupper with the countels of 
Ai^le and Rizio, and the king with his hands 
about the queen's waift. Ruthven, with his 
helmet on his head, feemed to be the moving 
piSure of Death ; and with a^ voice dreadfully 
hoUow, after reproaching Rizio for the bad 
offices he had done the kingy by lirithhold* 
ing from him the matrimonial crown^ he^ de« 
xoanded him to be immediately delivered up } 
VoL.Vi Tt and 
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Ai^f5fi^. aad in the mesbn while^ Morton and lindfay^ 
with oth«r confpiratorS) prtkxxUd themfelvci 
at the principal door. . A^cprdiog to the 20 
count of this aila^nation which Mary fent to 
the^ archbiihop of Glafgow^ ihe demanded of 
the king whether he knew of the enterprize ; 
and offered to ddiver up Rizio to his triai by 
parliament, ordering the lord Rxithven to- de-r 
part from her prefcnce,. Inftead of obeying^ 
he drew hia^ d^ggeir ;^ and other confpirators 
ruihing in, the lights and fiipper were oTer«> 
turned* By fcbia . time, Rizit) endeavoured to 
fielter hkniell behind the queen's badc^ and 
bad t^en hold .^i, her gown ; but the king 
holding . Mafyl if^, hi3^ arms,, and . difengaging 
l^izio from hi^liold^ he wa» carried ouft of tka 
Clofet, and killed m the anti^chamber by fifty- 
fix wouads from fwords and dagger^ moft 
of theooLpiortaL. ' 

, AccQldijEig: tQ Mary'^ own . account, . the Te- 
nacity :o£. which (fee no. reafon ta doubt, Hi^ 
zio was wounded while he was clinglxtg to her 
cloaths, and fome of the confpiratoirs ftood 
before her with hemied piftc^ ; and Black^^ 
wood, a- contemporary author, fays, that ei* 
ther Huthven?8 fon, or one Ker, hdd a piilol 
to her hreaft»:>'The murder being compl^edy 
Rutliven returned to the dolet, where h6 fouad 
the queeift reproachiiig the king with what had 
happened; then turning to Rutbven, ihe tip* 
braided him. for iiis. barbarity, which he juA 
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. liiB^^bjr appealing td the ldtog^{wb<^e«^^ A.i>.iisik 

whiltiie ikid) '^hedi^ lie h^idcl^iir any thing 
imt at his de&re^ and by::iiis 40Kpvefs cK-^r? '\* 
During this iconfcrence^.tbet earl^ of Huntley^ J- - 
Atibol^ Bothwqli; Ca;ithctefs^ slxiid Stitherland^ 
^ko kitds Fleming, Levingficm^ ^nd oiher% 
thritb* their attendants, were fighting in jtbc 
<mt^:c:oiirt^di:.tiie carl of.Mcnton and hb 
pttfvyr The ' king^ ^wanted to ' join the latter ; 
but RiithVtfti, whor had the infi^enci^ to cdl-ior 
^tikih the'q\»€^n^s prefence^ defirad hini td 
ttflkk C^re of her nabjefty ; and going into tine 
Aiiter bouirt; fgund th'att Morton Jh»d forced 4ik 
iK^g^fnifts to iretreat to their fefpeSat^ apaTt« 
HMhtB in th? • ^aiaicc. They were thare vifitcd 
if RnthT^en^ ^ho told them that nothing had 
beeiii done .Imt by the king's order and a;n^ 
4liority« H^^ then acquainted them that the 
parliament had l>een prorogued, and that the 
banKhed lords were' every hour expefted at the * 
palace, having been premoni&ed of what had 
happened. He exhorted the earl of Huntley 
tt) be reconciled to the earl of Argyle, and 
Both well to embrace Murray as a friend; and 
efbfervcd, that this was th# hap^ time for abo* 
lHhiDg all animofitiea. The lords were in 
fuch. a lituation that they thought proper to 
difienftble; and Athol even upbraided Ruth* 
ven for not admitting him into the confpi- 
racy. The fame nobleman then defired a pafs 
that- he might retire to his own eftates till the 
■ . . T t 2 , public 
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4.p.if6j^. public tiancnullity was refettle^, which Hu&H 

* y^piifcitfa^ to procure, left the company* 
^1^(1^* Upon his retiring, fomc of the lords-began 
^"*^i to refieft upon their danger, if the ^exiles 
fiiould return that night ; and procuring ropes 
and boards, efcaped out of a window. Accords 
ang to Mary's letter, their eicape was a great 
diiappointment to, the confpirators ; for they in^ 
jtended to have hanged Sir James Balfour, who 
had been appointed derk-regifter in the room 
of Argyle, who was of Murray's party *• The 
queen remained all the while with her huf- 
band, confined to her chamber, and fcarcely 
allowed to fpeak to her women or domeftics^ 
In the morning, happening to fpy from her 
window Melvil the Memoir-writer, flie defired 
him to make hafie to acquaint the provoft and 
citizens of Edinburgh with her condition, that 
they might come to her aid. Melyil> wid» 
fome difficulty, pafled the guards, and perr 
formed his commiffion. The provoft com^ 
plained of the backwardnefs of the citizens^ 
on account of their difiatisfadtion with th^ 
prefent governipent ; but he fummoned them^ 
however, and a party of theni attended hin^, 
to the palace. The king, on feeing them, ap? 

• The accoi^nts of this confpiracy arc not materially differ- 
<ent. sir James Melvil ifays, that the carl of Athol, TuUibar- • 
diue, iecretary Maitland, ^nd Sir James Balfour, were pcnnitte4 . 
^o retire out of the palace^ and were in great fear of their lives. 
The truth is, the confpirators were more aiCduoos in confining 
^e queen tlian them $ fo that it was eafy for thentto dc^pe* 

pcar(;4 
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ptSLftid at a window fr acquainted' them that the A«p«ss6€, 
queen and he were in perfeA he2tlth ; and that 
nothing had been done but by hia command ; 
upon which the citizens retired* By this time, 
a proclamation had been made at the crofii of 
Edinburgh, without the queen's knowledge^ 
that 911 the noblemen and prelates who had z£* 
lembled there for the meeting of the parlia? 
ment, ihould leave the town. 

A more diftrefsful fituation than Mary was 
then in can fcarcely be imagined ; but nelthar 
her fpirit nor underftanding forfook hen She 
recolle&ed ihe had ftill two expedients in ftore : 
the firft was, to work upon the eaiinefs'of her 
hufband in one of his fober hours ; and the. 
next, to have recourfe to Throgmorton's pro?* 
pofal of being reconciled to the exiled lords.- 
I^he had feveral times attempted to fpeak, in 
perfbn, to the provoft and citizens of Edin- 
burgh J but if we are to believe hfer own • 
words, flie was prevented by the menaces of 
the confpirators, *• who (fays ftie) in our face, 
declared, if we defired to have fpoken them, 
they ihould cut us in collops^ and caft us over 
the walls.'* When the king acquainted her 
with the expeded return of the exiled lords, 
file told him, that it was none of her fault 
that they were not fent for long before. She 
put him in ipind how warmly he had oppofed 
their recall, and even the favour that ihe had , 
ihewn to the duke of Chatkheraut. When 

Ihe 



juj^ wfi$. &c TtptK>VLchcd'TiMhTctiyi v^r> Tsaid t^da ilwayf 
the declared 'cnimy of: Murray^ with fo fud^ 
4eiily iDecomicg hisi 'fricoid, • his* 'sLntwwt wmI 
*« :That in bbedicricci toi^^SodV»;coihmai!d, l^^i 
heartily forgave ^al^lllea:)?f bat at laft &1& ^t>d- 
Ix^yiour^ and thtf* cf die 'king^ gr^vr • fo' Otit* 
rftgtoos t&at Ms(^ ^as* irakcn ill^^ or ratUer pve^ 
tended feOibe>fO,'fiknd th^yJI^t ber to'h^' re- 
pofe. When Ruthven f^Ared with tfe/^kfrig 
to hi^, apdrttnieht^'' her prevailed upon himi with 
fbixie diffidiltyv *k admit U|ie earl of Athcd- 16 
hffl prefenc^paM to fuffisTr^kiiii^ with thi: is^rl^ of 
Smherlaod • i aiid leaithneifs, the I focidtaf y, ' th^ 
laird of TSrant, ahd otl^Qra^i ter rd turn - to ttesfe 
refpeSiire: faomcs^ uponMlutfaTren'sriefagaging 
for their fideKtyv ind tbemfehresprotnifing to 
return,: txfheii called for by the kiogi ^ 
iwt /he Mary,q ithough ftilt und^ idtote coiifin^mdn t, 

her°huf-" found means, her hufbaiid retired, to'ietuj 
***^' a roeffagb Co Melvil, by owe of-'iber^lftdi^gj 
defiring ?him to t^te the-'foft; (Jppominily'of 
§>eayng> to^ BjiaSray, wb^rt' he/ftodldPcttiM, 
t6 acquaint him wkh all that?^had beeo done? 
andaffuring him ofher eternal love 'and friend- 
fliip, if he did not take part with the confpi^' 
ratoi's; and we accordingly find that MdWV 
afterwards faithfully followed herlnftrufSoAS; 
This, it mu ft be acknowledged, was an-^arfftil 
meafurc ; and Mary was tonally fuccefsfiil in 
the management of her dhftile hufband. In 
the morning, when he entered her ap^ttocnt, 
6 {he 
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ihdktfall^ flio\rctf 6f . tear Sy'^ while fbe tepfff* A.ixij^i' 
fented her own barbarouffitfeatmel^er Damle^ 
was jiot proof againftiier foiTOWs; He ieemed • /"^ 
to relent ; and afte^- ^ibnje cofiverfatiou^ he 
granted her the liberty to name her owii £c* 
male attendants. Upon leaving her, and re- 
lating to Morton and Ruthven^ what he had 
done, they infifted upon his retradifig his pro- 
mife, with which he fe^ns to have cbmplied« 
Mary more than ftifpefted his irrefoltttion j 
and jhe fent for the king, who found her in 
company with her midwife, as if &e had been 
apprehenfive of an abortion. He wa^ agaia 
ibftelied^ and gave Orders that none fiionld be 
debarred accefs to her majefty, whom ibt 
pleafed to admit. This hew con ceilion alarmed 
the confpirators. They pretended that flie 
wanted to efcape amidll the erowd of her fe4 
mate attendants ; upon which the king was 
weak enough to place centinels at' the doors 
of her chamber. Towards the evening, Mur- 
T»y, and the other eiiled lords, arrived at 
E.dinbi|rgh; and the qlieen. fent for Murray, 
wboid {he received with the greateft tokens of 
affeftidil. She embraced add kiffcd him, pa- 
Aeticatty reprefenting to him her danger, and* 
the infults fhc had fuffered. He feemdd to be 

m 

touched, even to the ffiedding tears, at her cala- 
mities and condition, efpecially when flie told 
liim, that £he was fure, had he been in Scotland, 

he 
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4.D.ss6«r be would Ix^Ve prevented hec being treated in 

fo inhuman a manner* 
Miatioiit As Murray had not been active in the tragic 
^^hk^ fcene that had lately happened, nor confenting 
to the queen's confinement, he appeared, when 
he next met the confpirators, with an air that 
diifapproved of their condud. The queen, at 
the fame time, brought Darnley to a fenfe o| 
his guilt. Upon his expreiSng his earneft de« 
£re to be reconciled to her, fhe pardoned him, 
on condition of his withdrawing all the 
guards and centinels from her apartments. In 
the morning, Murray aflembled all his own 
friends, and the confpirators, in a confulta- 
tion. If we are to believe Mary, it was 
there propofed to fend her prifoner to the 6af- 
tle of Stirling, till fhe had confented to ap* 
prove of all that had been done ; to eftablilb 
the proteftant religion ; and to beftow the ma- 
trimonial crown upon the king. She adds» 
that if this wa^ denied, they, by all appear* 
ance, firmly purpofed to have put her to deaths 
or to have detained her in perpetual captivity. 
But Mary, by this time, had entirely obtained 
an afcendency over her hufband, and the eaxl 
of Murray feemed ftiU to be cold in the caufe 
of the confpirators ; fo that they came to no 
refolution. Next day the exiled lords and 
others, with Morton, Ruthven, and the othev 
confpirators, appeared at court, and fell upoa 

thfxs 
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tbeir knees to Mary, while a formal fpeech a. d. 1566. 
was made in their behalf by the earl of Mor- 
ton ; and each afterwards apologized for him- 
ielf in the beft manner he could. 

Mary feemed to take their fubmiflion in ^^^^^f 
good part ; and, in general terms, promifed them ^*'^' 
pardon, in hopes of their behaving better for 
the future. This affurance fatisfied Murray 
and the exiles ; but was far from being fuffi- 
cient to the confpirators. They drew up a fet 
of articles for a fpecial pardon of all that had 
been done, which was to be prefented to Mary, 
She underftood their intention ; and flie art- 
fpUy rcprefented to her hulband, that as the. 
confpirators were ftill in poffeffion of her pa- 
lace, and continued their guards upon her 
perfon, her figning fuch a paper could not be 
conftrued to be a free aft. She therefore infifted 
upon her being reftored to her full liberty, that 
they and their followers fliould remove from the 
palace, and that they fhould be replaced by 
her ordinary guards and attendants. It was 
in vain for Morton and Ruthven to remon-* ' 
firate, with' the. utmoft violence, againft the 
king's complying with thofe demands; and 
to proteft, that all the blood fhed which Ihould 
follow thereupon fhould fall upon him and his 
pofterity. Mary was obeyed in every circum- 
fiance ; and the confpirators were difpoffeffed of 
the palace. The indifference of the earl of Mur-i 
Vol. VI. U tt ray 
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A. p. 1566. ray ftill continuing^ they fent a meflfage to th0 
king, to know whether the queen had figned 
the articles they had put into his hands ? Tke 
anfwer returned was, *^ that the queen was iii- 
difpofed, and had gone to bed/* 
^9^Lm Mary was now fo completely miftrcfs of her 
toDunbi. ^"fband's aflFeaions, that flie had privately 
brought him to agree to their efcaping froni 
Edinburgh to the caftle of Dunbar, and funi- 
moning all their faithful fubjefts to their af- 
fiftance. This they did without lofs of time. 
They marched in the dead of night out of 
Holyrood-houfe, attended by lord Traquair, 
Arthur Erelkine, captain of the c^ueen^s gua^dsi, 
and two or three other perfons. 

Thus ended Mary's troubles on account of 
the confpiracy againft Rizio ; and whoever can- 
didly confiders the whole affair, muft admit 
that the afla0in^tion was unprecedented an4 
barbarous in the laft degree. The confpira- 
%OTS indeed afterward^ alledged, that they in-f 
tended to have preferved Rizio, that he might 
be publicly hanged next morning ; and that 
Jiis being put to death in the queen's prefencc^ 
was o^ing to the violent hs^tred borne to him 
by fome of their o\yn number. This is far 
from extenuating the faft ; as Rizio^s only real 
frrime was his being a foreigner, and trufied 
by his miftrefs in affairs which Ihe could com^ 
niit to no other fecretary. It is not, how* 

•y«3 
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tvcr, to be doubted^ that Rizio, by his pre- A.d.i5«5i 
jiimption and infolence, ^ had rendered him- 
f^lf deteftable to the Scotch nobility ; biit it is 
amazing that Mary, who was a mpft advifable 
princefs, had not (fo far as we know of) i 
counfellor or fervant about her who had the 
honefty and courage to reprefent the impro- 
priety of the upftart's behaviour, and of her 
giving hini her countenance and protedioni 
It feems now to be agreed, that all the re- 
port of a criminal iiitercourfe between Mary 
lind Rizio is as improbable as it was malicious ; 
imd we hslve given fufficient reafons why, for 
fom^^ tittle before his murder, flie was not fond 
of adrtiitting her hufband either to her bed or 
her company. The coiiducl of the confpira- 
tors, both before and after Rizio's death, ren- 
jders them inexcufable* Nothing but a third 
for his blood could have blinded them fo as 

• Thb reader perhaps may not be difpleared at feeing the e^- 
traiftoF a letter giving an account of Rizio*s effefts. " Ttiat of 
tiift great fubftance David had there is muth fpoken, fome fay ill 
gold to the value of eleven thbufand pounds. His appaielwas 
V^ry good, as it is faid, twenty-eight pair of velvet- hofc. His 
ichambei: well-farni(h.ed> armour, dagger, pyftoletts, harquebu- 
fes, tWenty-two fwords. Of all this nothing fpoyld or lacked^ 
iaving*two or three dagger. He had the cuftody of all the 
liueen^s lettei^, which all were delivered unlooked upon. We 
hear of a juill that he had hanging about his neck of fome 
price that cannot be heard of. He had ujion his back, when he 
was fiayn, a nigUt-^own of damafk furred, with a fatten dublet, 
a hofe of ruflet velvet.*' See part of a letter from the earl of 
Bedford, and Mr, Thomas Randolph, to the lords of the coun- 
cil of England from Berwick, a7th of March, 1566. An ori- 
^nal in the Cotton Library, Caligula b. xo.jfol. 372. 

U U 2 to 
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A. D. 1566. to follow the diftates of a mutable hot-headed 
youth, with whofe weaknefs and wickednefs 
they were well-acquainted. When the mur- 
der was over, their conduct was ftill more 
indefenfible; for it appears plainly that they 
intended to ftrip Mary of all her power, and 
to govern in the name of her hufband, whom 
they confidered as their creature. The inhu- 
man manner of perpetrating the adion in 
Mary's prefence, when fhe was above fix 
months gone with child, carries with it a ftill 
higher degree of guilt, as it endangered her 
life by an abortion, or tended to make the 
mifunderftanding between her and her hufband 
irreconcileable. 

Her vigo- Mary was fully fenfible of their views, and 

rous pro- ' ' . . ^ 

ceedingsa- refcutcd them accordingly. She made a dif^ 
confpira- tiuftiou bctwecu the crimes of Murray, and 
the other exiles who had oppofed her inar- 
riage, and the ruffians who were engaged in 
Rizio's murder. She feemed placable towards 
the former, but irreconcileable to ' the latter. 
Her and her hufband's efcape to l!)unbar be- 
ing now known, the confpiratbrs applied to 
the earl of Murray to write in their favour ; and 
the lord Sempil was by them deputed to pre* 
fent to her the articles of their pardon, which 
her hufband had faid flie would fign. They were 
not only rejefted by Mary, but fhe^ ordered a 
proclamation to be made, commanding all her 
fubjecls in the adjacent counties to meet her 

8 at 
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at Haddington on the feventeenth and eight- a. d, 1566. 
eenth days of March, in arms, for the defence 
of her perfon. She ordered, at the fame time, 
the lord Erlkine, governor of the caftle of 
Edinburgh, to fire upen the town of Edinburgh, 
if the confpirators fhould continue in it ; and Ihe 
omitted no meafure that could contribute to 
bring them to juftice. On the twenty-fecond 
of March, << fhe caufed fummon within fix days 
to compear before her majefty's privy-council, 
under pain of high-treafon, the earl of Mor- 
ton, the lord Ruthven, the loyd Lindfay, the 
mailer of Ruthven, the laird of Ormiftoun, the 
laird of Brimftown, the laird of Calder, An- 
drew Ker of Fadowhfide, the Jaird of Hatton, 
the laird of Erfiltoun, Alexander Ruthven, ^ 
brother to the lord Ruthven, Patrick Murray 
of Tippermuir, Douglas of Wittingham, Mr. 
Archibald Douglas, his brother, George Doug- 
las, Lindfay of Preftoun, Thomas Scot, the 
laird of Cambufmuhat, Douglas of Lochleven, 
Jame9 Jaffrey of Sheerhall, Adam Erikine, com- 
mendator of Cambu&enneth, the laird of Mon- 
crief, the fiar of Karfs, Patrick Wood of Bon- 
nington, Mr. James M'Gill clerk-regifter, and 
their accomplices/* 

To fupport her authority the more effeclually, 
Mary had privately difpatched meffengers to 
the earls of Huntley, Bothwell, and Athol, 
direfting them to raife what forces they could, 
and march to her afliftance. In the mean 

while, 
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A*D»i566. while, the king behaved in a manner tha£ 
rendered him, if poflible, more contemptible 
than ever; for he abfolutely denied that hd 
ever had any concern with the confpiratorsi 
or had ever been confenting to Rizio^s mur* 
der ; and a proclamation was accordingly if- 
fued at Edinburgh, declaring the kin^s inno- 
cence in that affair. Mary ftill kept up hef 
correfpondence with Melvil, who continued 
his endeavours to detach Murray from hit 
connections with the confpirators, whoni that 
nobleman feemod willing to give up, and ient 
Mary a meffage to that" purpofe. The conijn* 
rators hearing that Huntley and Mary's othef 
lords were advancing towards Haddington, fled 
to England, where Elizabeth confented to give 
them ihelter. We, cannot however imagine^ 
that Murray was fincere in his profeffions to 
Mary, or that he imagined he coukl be fa&» if 
he abandoned his party. Mary however cbnti- 
nued to fiiew him a favourable countenatH:;e i 
and had adually paflbd fpecial pardons to the 
duke of Chatleheraut, and the earls of Rothqi 
and Glencairn. 

She arrives Mary uow vcuturcd to remove from Dun^ 
jt Htdding. ^^^ ^^ j^jj^ j^gj. friends at Haddington. Thcr* 

ihe fealed Murray's pardon ; but could not con-> 
ceal from Melvil her diflike of the king for hh 
folly and ingratitude. Melvil endeavoured tgr 
infpire her with more favourable fentiments ) 
and laid the blame upon Douglas^ who had 

a chief 
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chief band in the confpiracy, Maiy^ not<^ A- P^ is^^ 
withftanding all Melvil's fugg^ftions^ could 
iK>t be reconciled to her hufband ; and Ihe now 
treated him with referve, or, at beft, a decent 
ovility. From Haddington, Mary proceeded 
to Edinburgh^ where fevere proclamations Were 
iffiied for apprehending and punifhing the c6n-^ 
ipirators* About fourfcore of thofe who had 
taken poffeflion of the palace-court on the 
night of Rixio^s murder, were citizens of Edin* 
biirgh; two of whom, at the interceffion of 
lord Bothwell, were convicted, and pardoned 
at the foot of the gallows ; and only two of 
the n)oft obnoxious fuSered death. 

The fpirit and prudence With which Mary Ret^mitt 
had qonduftea herfelf, leave us little room to Sf '""* 
doubt,, that fhe had great qualifications for go* 
YerniQ9nt. She now more and more difco- 
vercd the expediency of Throgmorton's ad- 
vice. She faw that even the lords who were 
beft afieAed to her perfon and her caufe were 
fo, chiefly from the hatred they bore to their 
antagonifts, and that they were not united 
even among themfelves. The earl of Huntley 
was ipreconcileablei to Murray; and both he 
;ind the earl of Athol difliked Bothwell. 
Mary was in hopes of being able to fix the earl 
of Murray unalterably in her intereft; and 
even complained to Melvil, who had fucceeded 
Maitland as fccretary of ftate, of Murray's 
enemies, who were daily teazing her, and en* 

deavour- 
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A. D. 1566. deavouring to. ttl her with fufpicions of h^s^: 
keeping up a fecrct correfpondence with the 
confpirators. This is a proof that Mary cer- 
tainly had thoughts of placing the earl jbf Mur-: 
ray once more at the head of her aflFairs ; but 
many incidents concurred to fruftrate her re- 
folution. Her hulband finding he had loft her- 
afifefUons, repented of what he had done; and 
not being in the fecret of Murray and the con-? 
ipirators, he had dropt fome hints, which Mary- 
was generous enough (o communicate tp Mur- 
ray, as if that noblemaA deferved to undergo- 
Bizio's fate. It is here proper, to give fome ac- • 
count of the ftate of affairs in Ireland, la; 
whicl^ the Scotch were at this time materially 
concerned, though unaccountably overlooked 
by all their hiftorians. 
Affwrsaf Shan, earl of Tyrone, who pretended to bc- 
Ireiaad. O'Neal, or king of all Ireland, had been for- 
fome years in rebellion againft Elizabeth, 
whofe deputy there was Sir Henry Sidney. 
Mary fecretly fent over one M'Killing, to givq 
O'Neal affurances of fupport ; and, at her re- ^ 
queft, the earl of Argyle aftually fent over 
fix hundred men to th^t kingdom ; but with * 
orders to join neither party till he fliQuld re•^ - 
ccive farther direftions. Maitland, who was^ 
then in exile in England, came to the know- - 
•ledge of this tranfadion, and imparted it to > 
; Elizabeth, who employed Murray and Kir- 
kaldy to divert him, which they did, from hi^ ^ 

refolutioQ 



O F S C O T L A N p. 337 

Jfdblution bf fupporting O^NeaL The latter ^,0.156^. 
jkaew nothing of Argyle's change of fenti* 
inents^ or that he had fent orders to Oge,.who 
Gonamanded for him in Ireland, to join the 
lord-deputy. By this time, O'Neal had been 
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs by the En^lilh ; 
but he threw himfelf, without any helitation, 
into the hands of his fuppofed auxiliaries^ the 
Argyleftiire men, who were bafe enough to 
cut off his head^ and fend it to Sidney. 
Even this important fervice done to Elizabeth ^*^** p«" 

*- puUr con- 

by Argylc, through the agency of Maitl^n^, ^"^* 

could not bring that cautious priocefs to any 
declaration in favour of the confpirators or their 
friends. All fhe could be prevailed upon to dq 
was, to connive at their taking ihelter in Eng- 
land, and to confent to recal Randolph, 
(whom Mary now difliked fo much, that ihe 
had ordered him not to appear at her court) 
and to fend Henry Killigrew in his room. 
Mary was, at this time, doing all ihe could 
to unite her fubjefts in her fervice. Upon her 
arrival at the caftle of Edinburgh, flie fet the 
&rl of Arran (who had continued there for 
fome years a prilbner) at liberty ; but obliged 
him to find fecurity for confining himfelf to 
fhc caftle of Hamilton, or within four miles • 
of the fame, and to furrcnder himfelf when 
called upon by the king or queen. The earl 
cf Huntley was admitted to the high pffi^ of 
chancellor, in the place of the earl of Morton } 
Vol. VI. Zx and 
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A.D,t s66. and the queen herfelf undertook to make lip 
all remaining differences among her great fub- 
je&s. The lords of her council had given it 
as their opinion, that ihe ihould continue in 
the cafile of Edinburgh till the time of her de- 
livery, Mary took that opportunity of in- 
viting her nobility to a fumptuous entertain- 
ment ; and among others, the earls of Ar- 
gyle, Murray, and Glencairn, who, by Mary*s 
orders, on the twenty-ninth of April refumed 
their places at her council-board. All differ- 
ences between thofe three lords, and the earls 
of Huntley, Athol, and Both well, were re- 
ferred to her, and feemingly conciliated. I 
Keith'f perceive, by the extracts from Randolph's let- 
Appendif, ters, that about this time, fecretary Maitland 
was accufed by Bothwell^s fervants, of an in- 
tention to poifon that nobleman. This charge 
probably fprung from the malice which he^bore 
Maitland; but from the abovementioned ex- 
tra€b we learn, that Maitland was under a 
cloud at court ; and that he alked for leave to 
retire to Flanders, though we are told that 
Darnley was more incenfed againft him than 
Mary. He kept up a correlpondence with 
Randolph, who had loft all credit and favour 
at the court of Scotland ; while Sir Robert 
Mel vil, . Mary's embaffador at London, waa 
highly efteemed and careffed by all parties. 

The unwholefome fituation of Edinburgh 
fiaftlc beginning to affccl Mary's health, Ihe 

had 



OF SCOTLAND. 



339 



Bad thoughts of removing to that of Stirling; a.d.i^s^, 
and made a tour for fome days in that neigh- tionof *' 
bourhood ; where it is faid flie demanded pof- iifzab^h. 
feffion of that caftle, but was refufed it by the 
earl of Mar, becaufe he had it in truft from 

• 

the fiates of the kingdom ; upon which ihe 
tetumed to Edinburgh. All this while, a 
feemingly amicable correfpondence was carried 
on between Mary and Elizabeth, though each 
was jealous of, and hated, the other. Mary) 
fent, agents and mefiengers to the court of 
France, complaining of Elizabeth's having, 
given Ihelter to the new fet of Scotch re- 
bels; and the French embaffador expoftulated 
with Elizabeth fo freely on that head, that 
file thought proper to forbid the earl of Mor- 
ton, and his accomplices, to remain longer 
in England. Upon this, the earl of Morton (the ; 
old lord Ruthven being now dead) applied to 
Sir James Melvil for a recommendation to the 
elector palatine's fervice, as he durft not ven- 
ture to go to any of the French or Spanifh 
territories. Before he could receive an anfwer 
to this application, he w^s again privately en^- 
couraged by Elizabeth to remain quietly upon 
the bordc^rs ; but in the mean time, a myfte- 
rious affair broke out between the two courts. 
* Mary had always been too foUicitous in cor- 
refponding with her friends in England, and 
endeavouring to extend their intereft there,. tr^R^cl 

X X a Among ^J^^'^ 
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A.b.i566. Among Others, fliekeptan agent, one Laffeb; 
who refided in the north of England, taA 
had a kinfman, one Rookefby, who being 
dfraid of a jail for debt, formed a refolution of 
flying to Scotland, in which he was encou* 
fTigtd by Laflels, who was pretty deep in 
Mary's fecrets j and he even gave him a letter 
to that quceni Rookefby being thus furnifii*^ 
ed, informed Sir Henry Piercy, brother to tho 
fiafl of Northumberland, who was a declared 
friend to Mary's fucceffion, and himfelf a pa* 
pift, of his intention to repair to Scotland, 
Piercy had fome apprehenfions that Mary in- 
tended to force Elizabeth to declare her title 
to the fucceffion ; and as he wilhed well to the 
peace of his country, he engaged Rookefby, 
who appears to have been a very worthlefs feU 
low, to fend him intelligence of all that ihould 
pafs at the court of Scotland, promifing to 
make fo good ufe of it with Cecil, that Rookef^ 
by Ihoruld be amply rewarded. 

Rookefby ^ arrived at Mary's court, wliile 
Randolph was yet in Scotland ; and as he ap- 
p^kred there in the light of a fugitive and ^ 
fpy, he was narrowly watched by^ that rc- 
fident, who knew nothing of his conne^ont 
with Piercy. Rookefby, according to Sir 
James Melvil, was introduced to Mary by the 
biihop of Rofs, who was a Roman catholic ; 
|)Ut RoQk^fby, in one of his difpat^b^ to Ccr 
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eil, mentions his being introduced by Mehil ^i>«>sM 
himfelf. It is certain that he had feveral pri- 
vate converfations with Mary, concerning her 
Englifli friends; and that he informed Cecil 
file kept up a correfpondence with Stanley, 
Herbert, and Darcy, all of them powerful ba* 
rons; and that ihe was in hopes, by their 
means, of fixing in her party the duke of 
Norfolk, with the earls of Derby, Shrewflbury, 
Northumberland, Wefimoreland, and Cum* 
berland. He added, that Mary intended, aft 
ibon as matters were ripe, to enter England 
with an army, and to proclaim her title ; and 
th^t ihe had fent to Laffels blank letters, for 
his filting up as he ihould fee occafion. That 
ihe intended to fecure in her intereft two jnC- 
tices of the peace, in every county in Eng- 
land ; and that ihe depended for afliftance upon 
the Roman catholic powers on the continent 

Though I have given thofe pretended difco- 
vcries according to Rookcfby, who was now 
fixed in regular pay, as a fpy for Cecil, yet we 
are to make, great allowances for his eagemeft 
to have his intelligence appear of the utmoft 
importance to his patron, who was himfelf but 
too apt to believe Mary to be a more dange- 
rous rival to his mifirefs than ihe really was. 
I cannot conceive that it ever entered into her 
thoughts to dethrone Elizabeth, as Rookefby'S 
intelligence infinuates, though nothing is more 
prpjj^tfle, thap that if ihe bad had time to form a. 

party. 
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A.D^i56d. party; 0x6 would have endeavoured to force 
Elizabeth to declare her title to fucceed her ^. 
Whatever may be in thefe conjeftures, it can- 
not be denied, that Rookefby was in high cpn* 
^dence with Mary, when flie received intel-^ 
ligence from Sir Robert Melvil, that he was in 
pay to Cecil. Upon the arrival of Killigrew 
the new cmbaffador, Rookesby was fecretly 
ordered to'correfpond with him ; and Killigrew, 
tp.gtve him the greater credit in his vocation as 
^ fpy, complained of his favourable reception in 
Scotland, and the encouragement he had re« 
Hs 18 difco. Gcived from the queen. Mary, upon this, im- 
wdit^ mediately ordered Rookesby to be put under 
arrefi, and all his papers to be feized, by which 
She came to the full knowledge of his bufinefs 
at her court. She found it dangerous to re- 
ifint the manner in which her councils had been 
betrayed to Cecil, becaufe flie knew that great- 
part of Rookesby's intelligence was true. He 
fell upon his knees, and confefied all his guilt ; 
and Mary ordered he Ihould be put under clofe 
confinement. Killigrew was furprifed at this 
proceeding ; and next time he came to court, 
Mary told him that ftie had arretted Rookesby 
upon his account ; and that fhe detained him, 
in order to fend him prifoner to England, as 
foon as he ihould be claimed by the queen his 

• Melvil's Memoirs Uave given the cleareft detail of any I 
have met with, as to this intricate affair ; but the author is mif- 
taken in fome, but not very material, circumftances.. 

1 mifirefs* 
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miftreis. Mary thus carefully conceakd^ alt At^risi^. 

the difcoveries ihe had made; and (he ordered 
Sir Robert Mclvil to make his- court to Eliza- 
beth more 'ft rongly than ever. 

' Though the earl of Murray was once more Bothweuk 
in -grekt credit with Mary, yet it was eafy td rwu. 
perceive, that Bothwell poflefled more of her 
confidence than ^any olher fubje^t This was 
very difagreeable to Murray, who continued to 
hate Bothwell, notwithftanding their feemiii^ 
reconciliation. ' Bothwell encreafed his difguft 
by the infolence of his manners, and by de- 
voting himfelf entirely to Mary's fervice, in. 
defiance of all who had ever oppofed h^n It 
Was the misfortune of Mary to imagine, that 
Bothwell was the only fubjecl flie had, who, 
without any confideration, either religious or 
interefted, was fineerely attached to her perfon 
and authority. She l^elieved him to be brave ; 
and flie knew that he had a great following, 
cfpecially towards the borders, notwithftand- 
ing his extravagance and difiipation. She 
thought he was the more qualified to do her 
iervice, as he never had appeared an advo- 
cate for popery, and had always profeffed the. 
reformed religion. Mary's other particular fa- 
vourites were the lord Erfkine, and Lefley bi- 
fliop of Rofs. 

Such was the ftate of Mary's court, when Mm is de- 

... livercd of a 

m June, findmg the time of her delivery ap- fon. 
proach, Ihe feemed to be reconciled to her huf- 

band,; 
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iLD.f566. bandy and invited her chief nobility to^ 

burghy where flie was delivered of a prince^ 
afterwards James the fixth of Scotland, and 
firft of England, on the nineteenth "of June^ 
His birth was attended with the moft e^tceffive 
demonftrations of joy among all Mar/siiib- 
je^tsy efpecially her nobility, and the citissens 
of Edinburgh. She had been fo provident^ 
that Ihe ordered Mejvil, who afted as fecretary 
of ftate, Maitland not being yet permitted to 
- return to court, to hold himfelf in readine& 
to repair to Elizabeth with a letter written by 
kerfelf ; but with a blank, to be filled up ac* 
cording to the fex of the child. Melvil reached 
London in little more than four days time *. 
Elizabeth was then at Greenwich ; and was in- 
formed by Cecil of Mary's * delivery. She 
burft into tears, though engaged in dancing, 
and lamented to her ladies, " that the queen 
of Scots was mother of a fair fon, while flie 
was but a barren ftock." Next day Elizabeth 
gave Melvil and his brother a polite and en- 
gaging reception. Among other compliments, 
Melvil thanked her for having ordered the 
Scotch rebels to leave her dominions, though^ 
he faid that there was a report of their being 
ftiil harboured in England. He likewife men- 
tioned the readinefs with which Mary had or- 
dered Rookesby to be arretted upon' killigrew's 

* This was an uncommon difjpatch, as we know of no tura^ 
pike roads or regular poft ftagcs cftabliihcd at that time. 

complaint. 
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CiOioplaint. Elizabeth heard aU te faid witU ^-i^'"^^* 
ieeimag fatisfadion ; and MelvU denied, in the 
jjame of his miftrefs, that flie ever jbad en- 
cporaged O'Neal in his rebellion. He, at the 
iame time^ reqiiiefted her majefty to be god-- 
caother to the new-born prince. 
/ before Sir James Melvil left England, he ^2T^nt 
VieaUoped ,to Eliz;abeth Mary's right of ifuc* ^oE^ft**'*^' 
f^^Qu to the Engli(h crown. He was encou« 
raged in this by the ftate of parties at Eliza* 
^h's co^rt Leicefl'er continued his violent 
pppofitic^ to Cecil, who was generally looked 
upon to be the great pbftacle to Elizabeth'^ de* 
daring Mary her fucceffor. The duke of Sslpr^ 
fo^r the earl of Pembroke, and other EogljiH 
noblenoien, (who though they favoured Mairy^s 
fucceffion, had appeared averlje in preffing it 
iupcm Elizabeth) publicly faid, that the matter 
wa^ oow altereflj fince Mary was the mothec 
9f a prince. Melvil enforced their reafoning 
3Rdth great art and addrefs ; and Elizabeth 
h^ard him with complacency. She had, by 
this time, /fpxcod the earl pf Northumberland 
to giw vip ^11 thp letters h^ [had t«ceived irona 
Mary> and to make a full difcQi^ery of her 
party^ -and their pr^&icc^. Jhis iknowledge 
s^eodi^red J^i^sabeth MM mpne capticw, z$ ih^ 
£ofm^ that jX^ ;frien<fe ^ Mary were moso 
pawprful tli^m ih^ it^d inaagbved. WAken M^ 
yil infifted .upon fc^ jretprning an anfwer to 
}^i$ i^qp^ Jg{i«;abeth ackDi>wIedgetl, th^.tbc 
. VjiH-. VI. Y y circum- 
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A. D. 1566. circumftance of Mary's having a fon wai 
greatly in her favour ; and flie heartily wiflied 
that the Englifh lawyers, vrho were to be con*- 
fulted upon the fucceffion, fliould give their 
opinion to her fatisfaclion. She added, that 
flie would fend her anfwer to Mary by the no- 
bleman who was to reprcfent her at the bap- 
tifm of the young prince. So complete a 
courtier as Melvil was, was not to be impofed 
upon even by Elizabeth ; for he faw her du- 
plicity through all its difguife ; and he left her 
court with a very bad opinion of her inten- 
tions towards his miftrefs. ' 
^Ifft^' About the time of MelviPs returning to 
scotUnd. Scotland, Killigrew took his leave for his re- 
turn; and Mary prefented him with a gold 
chain, as Elizabeth had MelviK He carried 
with him two letters from Mary to Sir Robert 
Melvil, one to be fliewn to Elizabeth, and the 
other to Cecil ; the contents of which were 
intended to deftroy the difagreeable impref- 
fions which Rookefby's intelligence had made 
upon Elizabeth. Thefe letters had been re- 
quefted by Sir Robert Melvil, who fumifihed 
his brother with a fet of inftrudions for Mary's 
atid his own behaviour, which ihew the writer 
tb have been an able minifter. Among other 
matters that came to light about this tin^e^- 
was a difcovery made by Mary, of Randolph 
having ^ fent three thoufand crowns to the 
countefs of IVIurray, white her husband was a 

•rebel J' 
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rcliel ; for which flie ordered Randoljph to leave a. d. 1566. 
her kingdom ; and expreffed her indignation 
in a. letter to Elizabeth, which is ftill extant, ' 

Upon Mary's recovery, flie fpent fome days J^ /oiST 
at the earl of Mar's houfe at Alloa, where Ihe. 
received the compliments of Caftelnau the 
French embaflador extraordinary, who had 
been fent over to congratulate her upon her 
delivery. Mary had a particular regard for 
this minifter (who by the Englifli is called Mau- 
viffier); and he applied hirafelf to make up 
all differences, not only between the queen and 
her husband, but to obtain pardon for the earl 
of Morton, and his friends. He fucceeded fo 
•well, thjit Maitland was once more admitted 
into Mary's prefence, and her husband lay; 
with, her two nights. Soon after, he attended 
her and the other noblemen at a hunting- ■ 
match. We are therefore to give no credit to 
the grpfs afperfion of Buchanan, who has ac- 
Cufed.Mary of the moft outrageous behaviour 
towards her husband at this time. I do not 
pretend to fay, that he had recovered her 
Jieart, or that he was admitted into any fhare 
of the government. He had fliewn himfelf. 
unworthy of both. It appears, however, from. 
Tjnqueftionable authorities, that Mary's beha- 
viour towards him was decent and refpeftful 5 
^nd that his complaints of her arofe from his 
Qwn haughty, intraftable fpirit j and ^t feeing 

Y y 2 himfelf. 
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A. D. 1566, himfelf, for his weak, ifrcfolate, condti'fl, ctcf^ 

fpifed and detefted by ali parties. 
Tnieftttc The hunting- match being oVer, the hin^ 
fete?c*e/&. rctufn^d with the queen firft to Editibtirgh, 
ZTt^" and then to Stirling. While Mary remainecf 
kuAind. there, the king formed a projeft of goifig 
. stbroad; and declared, that he had aAualty a' 
flrip ready to carry him off. Mary^s bufineS 
requiring her prefence at Edifiburgh, flic de-' 
fired her husband to attend her thither, \^hicK 
lie decKrred ; and his father, the earl of L€n<5!3t, 
trho had been, of late, fe!d6m or never 2tt 
donrt, paid hinr a tifit ; and after being with 
him two or three days, he rettirned to Glaf- 
gow, from whence he wrote a letter to the 
4ucen. Me there informed her, that nofwith- 
ianding his moft earneft diffuafives by letters, 
and in perfon, the king perfifted in his projeft 
6£ going abroad. Mary communicated this let- 
ter tb het council, who feeftied to be furprizcd 
it its contents ; and ne^tt day the king arrived 
at Edinburgh, but refufed to enter the palace, 
urrleft certain lords, who were then with the^ 
^een, tfrere renloved from her prefence. This 
w^aS a demand which mtift have been thought 
Very arbitrary, even in an hereditary king, as 
the lords excepted agaiiift ^vere three of the 
firft noblcnicn in the kingdom, and their C6ti' 
dud: was unimpeached. Mary behaved with the 
greateft decency on the occafion, even walked 

into 
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into the flreiet, and kiitdljr condtrfted tht A't>.»5^ 
Idng to her apartment, where he remained all 
tight ; but lire coirM draw from him no infor- 
matioii as to the ground of tiit difcontent; 
Next day, the lords of the council, and the 
French euibaflador, repaired to the palace, and 
beiAg admitted int<y the prefence of the king 
and queeu, they faid every thing that was pro^ 
pet to dhrtTt him from his refolution ; and 
offered him atH imaginaWe fatisfaAion, if he 
thought he had any jufi caufe of complaint. 
The behaviom* of Mary was affefting and 
tender. She prefled hh hand, and defired him 
for God's fake to declare whether £he had 
giren him any grounds for forming fuch a re- 
fohition, defiring him to fpeak plainly, and 
not to fpare even her. He remained in a fttlleo 
humour, denying that he had any defign to go 
abroad, or that ever the queen had given him 
any occafion of difcontent ; upon whkh he 
took leafvc of the company, and returned M 
Stirling. 

The lords of the council were indeed to 
think, that, as the king had behaved in th^ 
manner he did, when fo fair an opportunity 
was given him of venting his grievances, 
the ealrl of Lenox had given the queen a falfe 
ahtm. They were foon undeceived by the 
eerfain intelligence they had of his continuing 
his prepaif^tions to go abroad, and by a letter 
^hich he wrote f o the queen. Ht there com- 
plained 
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A.i>»i56d. plained that her majefty had not trufted hinr 
with fo much authority, nor was flie_^at fo 
much pains, as at £rfl, to advance and honour 
him ; that he had no attendants ; and that the 
nobility deferted his company. The queen an- 
fwered his letter with the greateft accuracy, and 
ilrength of reafon. She put him in mind how 
deeply he was concerned in Bizio's niurder, 
and in the alarming danger, and unprecedented 
treatment fhe had undergone on that occafion« 
She mentioned t^ie tendernefe with which Ihe 
had concealed his guilt, and the refpeft with 
which ihe treated him afterwards ; but that 
after fuch a behaviour, it was no wonder if ihe 
thought that his advancement was toq hafty, 
as it had brought herfelf into fuch peril. With 
regard to his other complaints, ihe faid, that 
he himfelf was to blame, if he was not at-' 
tended, as (he had always oflfercd her own fer^ 
vants; that he had behaved in the moil dif^ 
obliging manner to the nobility, and had even, 
refufed to admit into his room fuch of them as 
ihe had appointed to be about his perfon. She 
^dded, that ** if the nobility abandon him,: 
his own deportment towards them is the caufe 
thereof : for if he defire tq be followed and 
attended by them, he muft, in the firft place, 
make them to love him ; and to this purpofq. 
muft render himfelf amiable to them : with* 
out which, it will prove a. moft difficult talk 
for her majefty to regulate this point, efpecially, 

to 
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to make the nobility confent that he ihali have a* d* ij6I^ 
the management of affairs put into his hands, 
becaufe flie finds them utterly averfe to any 
fuch matter ^.'* I have been the more cxpli* 

• In rcprcfenting the above fafts relating to Mary and htt 
huiband^'I have paid little or no attention to the allegatidnt 
brought by Buchanan, and Mary's other enemies, againi): her* 
They "could be informed only at fecond hand ; and the intereft 
they had in afperfing her perfon and chara6ler is well known, 
and I think muft ftrike every candid reader with convi6Hon of 
•their falfhoods. The general laws of hiftory, therefore, require 
other evidence, if it can be had,^ and fuch, fortunately for 
Mary's memory, prefent therafelves. The firft is a letter front 
the lords of the privy-council of Scotland to the queen-mother 
of France, dated Oftober the eighth, 1566, and fent by fecre- 
tary Ledington, who it feems was now reftored to thsct poft, to 
the archbiihop of Glafgow, the twenty-fourth of OAober follow- . 
ing. The next evidence is a letter from Monfieur le Croc, thtf 
French embaflador in Scotland, to the archbiihop of Glafgow, the 
()ueen of Scotland's embaflador in France. I coniider the firft of 
thofe letters as a ftate-paper, which has fufficient authenticity to 
eftablifh the fa6ts it contains, otherwife there muft be an end of 
all hiftorical evidence j but wtre it deficient for that purpofe, I 
think its authority is put beyond all queftion by its remarkable 
coincidence with le Croc's letter, which contains fome particu- 
lars that arc different from that of the lords of the privy -coim- 
cil, but none that affects any material point. The lords fay, 
that the king took leave of the queen, and that they were of 
opinion the earl of Lenox had given her majefty a falfe alarm. 
They likewife mention, that he difclaimed his intending any 
voyage. Or having any difcont6nt 5 and declared freely, that the 
queen had given him no occafion for any. Le Croc does not 
mention the laft circumftance ; but fays, that when he left the 
queen, he told her fhe fhould not fee his face for a long- fpace, 
and then took leave of him, and the lords in prefence, Thefe 
little immaterial variations in the two narratives flrongly confirm 
the veracity of both ; for had their authors been in concert, a 
ftrofce of a pen would have removed them ; not to mention, 
that le Croc, who was a minifter of age and experience, durft 
not have ventured to obtrude a falihhood upon his couxt. His 
letter is as follows ; 

A Letter 
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4*P.^i6^ ciit wkh Teg;ir<L to tiu€ critical interview^ be» 
OLMk it is of the iitmoft importa&ce for <ie^» 

A Letter from Monf. Le Croc, the French ambafTador in 
Scotland, to the acchbifbop of Gkdgow» the qoeon of :Sc0tt aoi<» 
bafTador in France. 

** Monfieor, 
*' On the twenty -fecpnd daf of the laft month, four bPodM»v 
Mr. Bethuae, arrived at Stirling, where he fowi^ thd$ qpe^a m 
good health, as likewife the prince her fon^ who is a yery (mt 
fjhiid i .and ^thrives fo well, that againft tjie time^ hjis chriften* 
ing his god-fathers will feel the weight of bearing Jw inithcir 
i»nns. They are lookt for about the end of this onontl)- The 
gneenisnowxeturned from Stii-ling to Liileburgh* ^nbxin^y^ 
PtUon-Jfeafon* which, as you know, continues in this cpunti/ 
Irom Auguft potil Martinma&> and during which, tb^ nobolit^ 
are convened ^o look afjter the publick afiOurs of the ^ueen and 
ber realm. The .king, however, abode ilill at Stirling} ,andJie 
t»ld nm there, that he bad a mind to go beyond fea^ in A iort of 
ile^peration. J iaid to him what J thought proper at.tb^ time; 
' t>Mt ftiU I <:ould not believe (that lie was in earneft. Sinpe tlu^ 
iime, the earl of Lenox, iiis father, came to i^ifit hm $ .and he 
has written a. letter to the queen, fignifying* that it is not in his 
|>pwer to divert his fon from his intended voyage i and fr^s 
iier niajefty to ufe her intere(l therein. This letter fcom tb^ ear} 
of Lenox the queen received on Michaelmafs day in the snoxxk' 
lag 5 and that fame evening the king arrived here about t^n 
o^clock. /When he and the queen were a->bed together, her qia- 
iefty took.occaiion to talk to him about the contents of Jb.is di- 
ther's letter, and brought him to declare to her the jffcojini qf 
his deHgned voyage : but in this h^ would by no mean^ iatisfy 
her. Early next morning the queen fent for me, and for all the 
lords, and other counfellors. As. we were all met in their ma- 
jefties prefencfi, the bifhop of Rofs, (John Leflie) )>y the gueeh^s 
commftudment, declared to the council the king*s ante^tipn Jtp 
go beyond fea^ for which purpofehehad aihip lying jread^ to 
iail ; and (hat her majedy's information .hereof prpgecdeid not 
from the rumovu* of the town, but from a. letter written tPiier*h|r 
his own father, the earl of Xenox : wliiqh letter was J^kfmi&JtstA 
in the conncil. And thereafter the .^^n .iii:s^ed ,thjs ,kUfg to 
declare in pre&nce of the lords, and before us, the resJlan id.ii^ 
projected de^rture, jQnce he would not be plea&d t^ iiotijgr the 
fame to her in private betwixt therofelves, Sihe :likemie topk 
him by the hand, and befought him for God^s fake to declare if 

ihe 
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iiig up Mary's charafter as to her hufband's un- ^ ^* 'S^^* 
bappy fate^ and her more unhappy connections 
with Bothwell. 

(he had g^vcn him any occasion for this refolution ; and entreated 
he might deal plainly, and not fparc her. Moreover, all the 
lords likewife faid to him, that if there was any fault on their 
part, upon his declaring it, they wore ready to reform It. And 
I likewife took the freedom to tell him, that his departure muik 
certainly afied^ either his own or the queen's honour ; that if the 
queen had afforded any ground for it, his declaring the fame 
would affeft her majefty ; as, on the other hand-, if he (hould go 
•way without giving any caufe for it, this thing could not at all 
redound to his praife. Therefore, that iince I was in this ho- 
nourable employment, I could not fail, according to my charge, 
to give my teftimony to the truth of what I had both formerly 
ffcen, and did prefently fee. After feveral things of this kind 
had pafled among us, the king at laft declared that he had nb 
ground at ail given him for fuch a deliberation ; and thereupon 
he went out of the chamber of prefence, faying to the queen, 
** Adieu, Madam, you (hall not fee ray face ibr a' long fpace.*' 
After which, he likewife bade mefarewel ; and next turning himfelf 
to the lords in general, faid, " Gentlemen, adieu." He is not yet 
embarked j but we receive advertifement from day to day that 
he ftill holds on his refolution, and keeps a flup in readineis. It 
is in vain to imagine that he fhall be able to raife any difhir- 
bance ; for there is not one perfon in all this kingdom, from the 
higheft to the lowelt, that regards liim any farther than is agree- 
able to the iqueen. And I never faw her majefty fo much be- 
loved, efteemed, and honoured ; nor fo great a hai-mony amongit 
fdl her fubjed^s as at prefent is, by her wife conduct ; for I can- 
not perceive the finalleft difference or divifion. I fuppofe your 
brother, Mr. Bethune, Mr. Thornton, and other friends,, write 
you ib amply concerning all matters, that I need trouble you 
with no more. Tiiis queen hath commanded me to write to the ' 
queen her mother-in-law, (queen-mother of France) touching 
the promife which the late king her father-in-law made, be ra- 
tified to you by the late king her hufband, and afterwards by 
the king now reigning. Mr. Thornton can inform you what I 
Jbave wrote thereanent. And I beg you will believe that I will 
as chearfully perfoiin any thing that concerns you, as you c^n 
defire me ^ for I am vety much beholden to you, both for the 
good ofEces you do me yourfelf, and for thofe I receive from 
your friends here 5 fot all l^hich I render you my rooft humble 
Voit-VI. Zz thanks. 
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•A. 0.1566. j^Q hiftorian can pofitively pronounce ^ny 
Hercondua judgment upon the real intentions of Darnlcy 
*"^* ' in this froward, pettifh, proceeding. -If, as 
Mr. Knox has afferted, (and I believe very 
truly) Darnley complained to the courts of 
Rome, Spain, and France, that the di£orders 
of Scotland were owing to the mafs and 
popery not being again ereftcd ; and laying all 
the blame upon the queen, as not managing 
the catholic caufe aright, we obtain fomc light 
as to his conduft. A youth fo hot-headed and 
ambitious as he was, might very readily flat- 
ter himfelf with a fcheme of ingratiating him- 
felf with the popifh powers upon the conti- 
nent at Mary's expence ; nor is it at all un- 

thanks. The cardinal of Lorrain acquaints me, that I muft re- 
main here about the queen two months longer than was in my 
commiilion ; and afTures me, that money for the defraying of my 
charges fhall be fent by my fon, who is to come hither in the 
retinue of the coimt de Briene. I wiih it may be fo ; for in the 
mean time I lay out a great deal- of money. Though Hill I be 
not able fufiiciently to exprefs the honour and bounty the queen 
here (hews me ; for (he often prays me to a(k money from her^ 
or any other thing I ftand in need of. All the lords likewile . 
open their purfes to me, and teilify a deHre that I may not go 
away. However, I am hopeful (pleafe God) to return immedi. 
ately after the baptifm is over. You will be informed that the 
jQobility here do write an account of all things they and I were> 
and are daily, witncflcs thereof, to the king and queen of 
France, and the cardinal of Lorrain. This is all I have to fay 
at this time, except to recommend myfelf moft humbly to your 
favour, in which I beieech you to allow me both to live and die. 
' I pray God, Monfleur, to grant you long life and health. From 
Jedburgh, this fifteenth of Oftober, 1566. 

Your moft humble and obedient fervant, 

Le Croc.'* 

likely. 
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likely, that they put Mary in poffeffion of fome a.d. ij66. 
of his letters. Thofe particulars, however, 
have no relation to her conduft, and ferve 
only to give us a higher idea of her prudence 
and patience. She often unbofomed herfelf to 
Sir James Melvil, and fhewed prodigious fenfi- 
bility of her condition, the behaviour of her 
huiband, and her apprehenfions that the earl 
of Bedford, who was to reprefent Elizabeth 
at her fon's baptifm, would interceed for Mor- 
ton and his affociates. She had already, at 
Murray's requeft, pardoned two of them, Or- 
mifloun andElphinfton ; but Morton, who had 
laid afide all thoughts of going abroad, re- 
mained, in a moving ftate of life, between the 
borders of Scotland and England. He had 
availed himfelf of BothwelPs unpopularity, 
who had been by Mary appointed lord-lieute- 
nant of the marches (a truft which was thought 
formerly to be of too great importance to be 
repofed in any one fubject) ; and had formed.a 
ftrong party among the borderers, particularly 
the Scots, the Eliots, and the Maxwells. 

Ever fince the queen's marriage, the border- She march, 
crs of both kingdoms had been in a ftate of bordcn. 
hoftility ; and complaints were daily palling be- 
tween the two courts on that account. Upon 
Mary's replacing the earl of Bothwell in his 
lieutenancy, which he held under her mother, 
the laird of Cesford, warden of her middle 
marches, had declared himfelf Morton's friend. 

Z z 2 Buccleugh, 
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A. D. 1566. Bucclcugh, one of the moft powerful barons 
in thofe parts, had followed his example ; and 
the Eliots had, in a manner, put themfelvea 
under the proteftion of the Englifh wardens. 
The lord Maxwell was likewifc Bpthwell's de- 
clared enemy; and his infolent behaviour was 
fuch, as fcemed to juftify their oppofition. 
Mary loved to appear in the field, ancf to ad: 
perfonally in a military as well as civil capa- 
city. She valued herfelf upon imitating the 
moft renowned of 'her predecejQTors ; and flie 
had always found it attended with Angular 
advantages to her perfon and authority. The 
diflFerences between her and her hulband had 
endeared her to her people ; and whatever pri- 
vate animofities were in the kingdom, all of 
them were united in her fervice. The open 
difrefpecl that had been fhewn to her lord-lieu- 
tenant by the affociations of his enemies, 
(among whom was the lord Hume) called for 
a vigorous affertion of her authority ; and fhe 
rcfolved to hold juftice-courts (or, as they are 
called, airs) at Jedburgh, and other places near 
the borders, for bringing the delinquents to 
juiftce. While flie was preparing for this pro- 
grefs, fhe ordered her lieutenant, the carl of 
Bothwell, to fecure as many of them as pof- 
fible. They had forefeen this, and were upon 
their guard. Bothwell depending more upon 
bis commiffion, than any armed force he car- 
ried with him, marched into the province of 

XiddefdalCs 
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Liddefdale^ where their chief ftrength lay; A^D-xsec 
but they were fo much upon their guard, that 
he was attacked by one John Eliot of the Fark^ 
and fo defperately wounded, that he was car- 
ried home to his own houfe at Hermitage. 

Mary was then at Jedburgh, attended by ^^^^ 
her fubjefts in arms, according to proclamation. JJ^^^^ 
She knew that the affociation formed by her 
borderers was only againft Bothwell ; and that 
her prefence alone could prevent any farther 
difagreeable ccJnfequences. The infurgents had 
declared, (as appears by a letter to Cecil from ^^^ ^^ 
the earl of Bedford) that they would live and 
die with Cesford, and withftand Bothwell, un- 
lefs the queen came in perfon. Mary had no 
time to lofe. As the affociation was ftronger 
perhaps than flie imagined, flie immediately 
fet out in perfon to vifit Bothwell, and to ob- 
tain from him proper informations. Perhaps 
gratitude might have had fome influence upon 
her on this occafion ; and fhe travelled from 
Jedburgh to Both well's houfe, which is about 
eighteen miles, as is faid, of very bad road ; 
and finding Bothwell in no imminent danger, 
flie converfed with him for a few hours, and 
returned the fame day to Jedburgh. Such are 
the particulars of the famous vifit paid by 
Mary to Bothwell, which has all the appear- 
ance of being a prudential, if not a neccffary, 
meafure; and had it not been for the fatal 
fteps taken afterwards by Bothwell, I may ven* 

turc 
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A. D. 1566. ture to fay, that her viliting him would have 
been conlidered by impartial pofterity as a no- 
ble inftance of firmnefs and humanity *. 
Mary falls Upon Mafy's return to Jedburgh, flie fell ill 
^ngerou f ^£ ^ violent fever, which fome of her hifto- 
rians have partly afcribed to the anguifh of 
mind flie had fuffered on Bothwell's account, 
as if fuch a fatigue as flie had undergone might 
not have affected the ftrongeft conftitution, 
when added to her anxiety of mind, on ac- 
count of the ftate of public affairs f . She lay 
in a fwoon for two hours ; and recovering from 

• The ingenious and accurate author of an Inquiry Itftorical 
and Critical into the Evidence againft Maiy Queen of Scots, to 
whofe work I am greatly obliged in this part of ray hiftory, has 
very fully vindicated Mary's conduft in this interview ; and no- 
thing can be more plain, (notwithftanding the efforts of certain 
fyftematic writers of her hiftory to the contrary) than that the dan- 
gerous ilate of her affairs on the borders, at that time, gives 
her vifit to Bothwell the air of a military, rather than an amo- 
rous excurfion. I (hall only add one obfervation to thofe made 
by that writer 5 and it is, that when Mary was really in love, as 
flie was with Darnley, before fhe married him, (he was not fa- 
tisfied with a hafty vifit like that now paid to Bothwell, but re- 
mained in his room, and attended him perfonally during fa is 
illnefs. 

t If Mary was at this time fo deeply engaged in a criminal 
padion for Bothwell, as that her life was endangered on his ac- 
count, fhe is the only abandoned votary of Venus to be met 
with, perhaps, in hiftory, who could be contented with a (light 
interview, when it was in her power to have invented a thoufand 
pretexts (efpecially confidering the journey fhe had made that very 
day through almoft impaffable roads, and as October was then 
far advanced) for obtaining a longer indulgence in her lover's 
company. The hiftorians, therefore, who think that Mary was 
tiien di(iraftedly fond of Bothwell, muft form their ideas of wo- 
mankind not upon the models of nature, but upon the cha- 
ra6lers exhibited by Madam and Monfieur Scudery, and other 
romance writers. 

that. 
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that, file became delirious. Her fenfes return- A.D.isea. 
ing, flic prepared for death with becoming 
piety and refignation ; but recommended her 
fon, in the moft earneft manner, to the guar* ' 

dianfhip of the queen of England, whofe mi- 
nifters and party in Scotland were the mof): de- 
termined enemies that Bothwell had. Is this 
a proof of the anguifli of mind flie was fuf- 
fering on his account ? Is it not an evidence 
that criminal affections had then no place in 
her heart ? Mary's youth, and ftrength of con>* 
ftitution, got, at laft, the better of her difeafe. 
While flie lay ill, her hufband received notice 
of her danger, and paid her two vifits at Jed- 
burgh ; but parted with very little fatisfaclion 
on either fide. By a letter from le Croc, to Dated Ecfio- 

r 1 • • n burgh, De- 

the archbifhop of Glafgow, that minifter feems ccmbcra, 
to think that her illnefs was occaiioned, in a 
great meafure, by her refentment at the injury 
flie had received from her hufband. " You 
know very well (fays he) that the injury flie 
has received is exceeding great, and her ma- 
jefty will not forget it/' Le Croc afterwards 
gives his fentiments with great freedom, both 
of the queen and her hufband, with whom he 
had feveral long converfations at Jedburgh. 
He blames the latter for his haughtinefs in not 
humbling himfelf as he ought ; and the queen 
for her fufpicions of fome contrivance, when 
ftie faw any one nobleman fpeaking with the 

king. 
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ju 0.1566. king^. Buchanan has given us a xiiofi: la> 
mentable picture of the king's repentance, and 
Mary's implacable hatred of his perfon during 
this interview ; and that he came to Jedburgh 
by long journeys. Le Croc, who was on the 
fpot, on the other hand, in a letter dated the 
twenty-fourth of Odober, blames the king, 
^ho was at Glafgow, for not having then 
come to Jedburgh, " although (fays he) he has 
both received advertifement, and has had 
time enough to come, had he been willing. I 
cannot excufe him for this fault.-' 
She reco- During Mary's illnefs, the lords of her privy- 
comf^ds council, among whom I find tlie earls of Mur* 
2[^"- ray and Bothwell, on the twenty-fifth of Oc- 
tober (fo that Mary was not then pining for 
Bothwell's abfence) publiflied a proclamation 
for preferving the ptiWick tranquillity^ Upon 
her recovering her health, fhe fet out upon a 
tour through the borders, on her return to 

• Had (he not reafon from his former condud:, and from 
his haughty behaviour, even when he was at Jedburgh ? Is 
it pofRble to find a more diftrefsful fituation of mind than 
what mult arife from the reflections of a woman^ who like 
Mary, in the bloom of youth, had refufed her hand to the 
greatell princes in Europe, and had given it in marriage to 
a fubjeCt, who had made fuch ungrateful returns, and behaved 
to her Co brutally as Darnley had ? A woman of lefs delicacy 
than Mary, would have found perhaps fome relief in the 
thoughts of a divorce j but that feems not to have entered her 
mind, though I believe it had been fuggefted to her by fome of 
her friends abroad ^ fo that (he had now no profpe6t but that of 
her being afFociated during the remainder of her life, with a 
worthlefs, irrcconcileable, profligate. 

Edinburgh. 
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Edinburgh. She vifited Kelfo, the Englilh caf- A.D.i5eK 
tie of Werk and Hume^ Langton, and Wed- 
derburn. Having fome defire to fee Berwick, ^^^^^ 
fhe was met by Sir Tohn Forefter, the earl of M*w»n«>f 
Bedford's deputy, with about threefcore gen- 
tlemen ; fhe being attended by eight hundred, 
or a thoufand horfe. The reader, in ^ Sir 
James Mel viFs 'Memoirs, will find a paffage well 
worth his attention, with regard to fome par*^ 
ticulars of this journey. The nature of Fo- 

• I have already hinted at my difficulties with regard to the 
authenticity of Melvirs Memohs. The writer^ whoever he 
was, has certainly committed a grofs anachronifm in fuppofing* 
that Mary's journey to Jedburgh, and Bothwell's wounds, were 
performed after her fon's baptifm, which was on the feventeenth 
of December. 

" After the baptifm, and parting of the embafladours, her 
majefty, defirous to put good order upon the borders, fent the 
carl of Bothwell before, who, in the purfuit of thieves, was hurt. 
Her majefty paft afterwards to Jedburg herfelf, where the earls • 
of- Botl^well and Huntley cnterprifed the flaughtcr of the earl of 
Murray j but the lord Hume came there with forces, and pre- 
vented the enterprize. Her majefty returned by the Merfc, and . 
defired to fee Berwick afar off, where (he was honoured with 
many fliots of artillery j and Sir John Fofter, warden upon the 
Engliili border, came aud conferred with her majefty for keep- 
ing of good order. And the mean time, while he was fpeaking- 
with her majefty on horfe-back, bis courfer did rife up with his 
foremoft legs, to take the queen's horfe by the neck with hit 
teeth, but his feet hurt her majefty's thigh very ill. In conti- 
nent, the warden lighted off his horfe, and fate down upon his 
l^nees, craving her majeftie's pardon, for then all England did 
much reverence her : her majefty made him to rife, and faid that 
fhe was not hurt $ yet it compelled her majefty to tarry two days 
at the caftle of Hopme, until ftie recovered again. The king 
followed her wl^itherfoever (he rode, but got no good counte-* 
nance. So that finding iiinUelf (lighted, he went to Glafcow^ 
where he fell fick, it being alledged, that he had got poifon from 
fQme of his fervants." 

Vol.. Vf;^^ A a a reltcr'g 
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^?\'A^^A refter'^ truft did i;iot fuffer him ^o admit Mar=g 
intpi Berwick ; but while fhe ^yas t^kii^ a we^ 
view of the town, Ihe was faluted with a full^ 
difcharge of the artillery, and received ^ the 
honours that were due to her rank. When 
ihe arrived at D^^tar, fome ^iji^at/^hes^ ^PW. 
Engl^n^d^ fent her by Sir Rqber^ l^lle^yil, gav^ 
I^^j: J(b. much fetisfa^ion, that flie w^ot^ a mq^ 
Eolite lettep to. the privy-: cow;i(jil of Ei^gl^ii^, 
She thpr^ thanked Elizabeth for all l;ier gopclj 
offices ; and mentioned that, as a mark of her 
finccrity, flie. had, w^hen fiie thought Ihe couM 
not live above twelve hours, left her fpn to. 
SUs^abeth's fpecial care and protection. She 
mildly put them in mind of her right to the 
fu^^ceffion; but faid, that fhe had no intention 
to prefe her good lifter on that head, fujrthe^ 
tjian il^ould come of her own pleafure.'^ Yet, 
(added fhe). becaufe in that cafe we will be.! 
judged by the laws of the realm of England, 
we do effeduoufly require you to have refpeft 
to juflice with indifference, whenfoever it &all 
pleafe the queen your fovereign to put the fame 
ipatter in deliberation. As to us, we will no, 
ways infift therein, till fuch time as it fhall 
pjeafe herfelf to give us warning." It is now 
proper to attend the afiairs of England. 

Debates of The houfe of commons at Weftminftcr, aiidf. 

parfi^ment* i^^^ced the uation in general, continued to be 

jJcciffion, ^vided in their fentiments as to the right of" 
fucceffion in the houfes of Stuart and Gray*. 
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ThS debates on that head were unufnany a.i>. 15W. 
tiratm, and difpleafing to Elizabeth. By pirin- 
tiple, flie Undoubtedly favoured the hdufe of 
Stuirt ; biit flie ftill thought that any declari- 
tioh in ftivour oi Mary muft render h'ei* party 
tdb fiofniidablfe in Englaiid ; and flie chdea:- 
Vbured to filence all debates tipon that head, 
by prfeteiiding;, that file intended herfelf td 
rkarry. Thfe tnfembers, not fatisfied witli thi| 
dedaratloh, preyed upon her i, hbihination, i!s 
bfeiiig the 6J!rly means for lenfuririg her fafety, 
A bbmitiitte^ of all the privy-coiinrellors, rneih- 
feirs of thfe hdilfe, abd forty-four others, ^ere 
harried tb dccharid a corifei-enfce with the lords, 
who joined them in addrefling Elizabeth to 
know her fentiments with regard to kef {Uc? 
cellion. li^r anfwer was peevifli (though flie 
hititbd thii flie wad inclined to inarry)^ ind^ 
is iifual, iiidefcifive. This anfwer being ire- 
ported td the houfe of comiiions, threw it 
in£o a ittUx flame; and Dalfcoh, one of tlie 
. iheiiibferS, took occafioh, from a paiiipnlet 
which had t)een printed at Paris, in favoiir of 
Mary^s fucceffioh, t6 throw oiit feme Very dif- 
re(pedful U'drds againft her and hex fbii ; for 
which ht Was fuihinohed to appear next day 
before the prity-fcouhcil. Daltoh there made 
an apdibgy that he ihfeant not to attack the 
houfe of Stuart, but the pfiriciples dr th^* 
painphlet-^srriitfh Hi^ offence was remitted to 
the' houffi} arid Elizabfeth (ent it a me^ge 

A a a 2 againft 
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A. D. 2565. againft meddling any farther in the affair of 
the fiicccffion* The members refentcd this 
meffage ; and a queftion was put by Paul 
Wentworth, whether the meffage was not t 
breach of privilege ? Before the debates upon 
this queftion were finifhed, Elizabeth fcnt for 
the fpeaker, and ftricUy enjoined him againft 
admitting any farther motions on that fubj^ft; 
and foon after ihe put an end to the feflion. 
This was a favour for which Mary returned 
her thinks to Elizabeth, who was far from 
intending to promote her title : all fhe meant 
was, to difcourage the houfc of Gray, being 
determined to keep the title to her fucceflioa 
In her own breaft, 
IKnKBtii During thp courfe of thofe debates, Eliza- 
id^rndt'"*' ^^^^ ^^d many opportunities of knowing the 
•^^ Ma^r. ftrength of Mary's party in England ; and Ihe 
reflefted with uneafinefs on the ftpbbornnefs 
of her parliament as to the fucceffion, and how 
narrowly Ihe had avoided a breach with it, on 
that account; this being the only period of 
her long reign that threatened fo difagreeable 
an event. To give Mary a farther earneft of 
her affection, flie ordered the earl of Bedford 
to affift at the ceremony of the baptifm of 
the prince of Scotland. He received a fet of 
inftruAions, charging him to touch, though 
gently, on her diflike of Mary's behaviour 
with regard to her marriage ; and to make a 
great merit of her having difcouraged all at* 

teippfci 
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tempts made againft her tight of fucccl&ob; A*aij6t 
and having punifhed the offenders. He was 
to complain of the reception which Mary had 
given in Scotland to certain Englilh fugitives. 
With regard to the. confirmation of the treaty . 
of Edinburgh, Elizabeth made a great abate* 
ment of her former demands " Our mean^ 
ing (faid flie) is to require nothing to be con- 
firmed in that treaty, but that which direfliy 
appertains to us and our children, omitting 
any thing in that treaty that may be prejudi- 
cial to her title, as next heir after us and our 
children ; all which may be fecured to her by 
a new treaty betwixt us. And for her fecurity, 
flie may have from us an engagement, that we 
will never do or fuffer any thing that may be 
to the prejudice of her title, and fli.all declare 
againft any who fhall invade the fame. You 
may perfuade her that this manner of proceed- 
ing is the way to avoid all jealoufies and dif- 
ficulties betwixt us, and the only way to fecure 
the amity." Among other inftruftions given 
to the earl of Bedford, one was, that the will 
of Henry the eighth fliould be examined, ac- 
cording to Mary's defire j an affair which de- 
mands explanation. 

The parliament of England had paffed an ^^^^^ 
act, empowering Henry the eighth to limit and «g^'« 
difpofe of the fucceffion of his crown to fuch 
perfon or perfons as he fliould appoint by his 
Jaft will made in writing, « and figned with 

his 



A.l>M^. hfe' moft jgi-atidilS hknd;*^ Kdnrf delayed 
tnakmg his will till tkt tUnitth of Bitem^bt, 
i546, about four mtM befdrfe Ms deaths Whferi 
the king Was fo fin^ifeldy^ Ihit a coiiimitfea 
of the Gbtikcil was a^pBihted to put a ftatap, 
imitating the king'is hand-S^titing^ atid th^ 
royal fignfet, to thofe afts \s^hich rtcjuiired either. 
By this Willi ^P^^ failtirfe of thfe id\ic of hii 
oWti b6dy/ the lady Frances Brahdbn) theh hfer 
fifter, and failiilg thetti^ their next heir of kiA 
wtere to fufcceed to the crown of Englatid. By 
the fame will^ the prihc^ft Elizabeth was td 
futceed the ^rincefs Mary, if the latter filotlld 
die without iftUe. Thi& will had certainly 
tLt\rit beeri flgned by Histiry ; nor does it ap* 
f eaf^ ifidefedj that he ever intetided it fhould 
feke plate, ^ecretiry Maitlahd had difcb- 
i^dr*d, that when Hehry was almoft in the ar- 
ticle ©f death, if hot already dead^ one Wil- 
Ikfii Gl^rk, fervatit to Thomas Hciieage, had 
put the ftartip to it; and Maitland appealed to 
the depofifioh of lord Paget for the tnlth of 
thii fdt^ ; afid that a few gentkm^il had b^eh 
at the fitht time called in to figh thfe will as 
witntfltd. He Kkewife defired that the mar* 
quifl'es of Winchefter and Northampton, thtf 
earl of Pembroke, Sir William Petre, Sir Harry 
Neiril^ Sir Maurice Berkley, Sir Anthony 
. Denny, Dr. Butts, (who was bddy-phyficiau 
to Henry) and fome others ihould be examined^ 
j(ixd their dcpofitions recorded in chancery. 

It 
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It Was by no means for the interoft of EHzan t^Jf% isfi^ 
betli that this vi^ill Aio«ld appeajc ; nor was iha Policy of 
viMvag tie pubUc Ihould be put in mindi that ^""^"^ 
|ier. fift^if and fee ?Qnid npt ^t <he fiime time \» 
tjie. kgi]^im?ite d,^ngfe.t?r? pif Henry, BeMesk 
tKiR» i<i fefoke in \iBon l\er f%y4i>urijte^ fti^enjft ol 
^^epiijg the rig^it to he? ftwcelSpn. i«44^t^ 
n^iijiq^.. Th^ partizj^RS Q^ the ^^{^ of §»jE» 
foU^ OH t^e other h^ndi urgedi the %4^ pf pi*5^ 
liament, which had impowered }i\^t^Tj t^Q lupijl 
his fiicceil^o^ ; a point wh,ich Eli^^l^tl), dj4 9Qt 
cbyfe tQ difcufs. Fron^ lyiaitla^d's J^ttep^ 4W& 
the defence of Mary made by th? bi|hf>8 c^ 
|^<^ ift is probable that they ha4 (eqn.tjh,^ M(31 ; 
bl^t, ift , is certain Elizabeth difrega;rde4, it (fl 
i^uchy that it was not at that time fc^(I]^CQn;H 
ing, nor recovered till the reign of quciQij; 
-dnne. Upon the whole, therefor^, it is aJk 
Vfipfk certain, that l^lizabeth, by cqjtiice^lin^ 
her father's will, or fuffering it tO: t^r^onceajLed^ 
difapproved of it;s deftjinatipn, dfnd, id^retly fa^ 
voured Mary's fuccqffion. 

Befides the above inftr^6Uons giy^ t<> tb^ f^^/,fi|f/^ 
earl of Bedford, he was prdered l>y ti?: miftf^Pr ftruaions. 
to touc]^ upon the. li^iflji. affa^s,^ an^ to t^^lq 
Mary, for her good q#:cs. with thft e^rl of ^r*^ 
gyle,, in preventing l^n from aiS#Wg i^^ X^- 
bels. He was likewife to propofe a; gerpetigajl; 
treaty Qf friendfliip. between the two c;;fowus,^ 
and feoretly tp repre^exnt to fiich pf thp. J^okir- 
lity as fceme4 ^ fovpui; ft^h ^ nije^lflf ?,^ t^^ 

it 
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4kD.is6^ it was the^ only method of abolifliing all jea- 
' loufics and heart-burnings between the queens. 

"" One part of Elizabeth's conduft upon this oc- 

cafion, though immaterial in itfelf, gives us an 
iniight into her charader and fituation at this 
timle. She refented Mary and her minifiry's 
treatment of Tamwbrth, as above related, fo 
much, that fhe joined him in the execution of 
fome parts of the carl of Bedford's commit 
fion, with particular expreffibns in his favour, 
Wheii Ihe refleded more cooly^ however, how 
difriefpeftful this ftep muft appear to Mary, flic 
retraced Tamworth's commiffion. 

Bothwell was now perfeftly recovered of his 
late wounds, and appeared With more luftre 
than ever at Mary's court, where he feemed to 
have the chief direftion. She ftill refided at 
Craigmiller, where a very extraordinary fcene 
paiTed, which I (hall be the more particular in 
relating, as its confequences became afterwards 
of the utmoft importance to both parties. 
Bothwell had undoubtedly, by this time, 
formed a plan for either forcing or prevailing 
upon Mary to accept of him for a hufband. 
Darnley's life ftood in his way; and Mary 
ftill appeared to be irreconcileable to Morton, 
and the murderers of Rizio, whofe return to 
Scotland, Murray and Ledington, with their 
affociates, moft earneftly wifhed for. To tho- 
roughly comprehend the motives of the tranf- 
aftion I am to open, the reader muft recoUcft 

that 
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that Mary's atithority feems to have been now ^^ *5^* 
fo fixed, that it was not to be ihaken by fac« 
tioh or party. Murray, Morton, Ledington, and 
the other congregationifts, had, in their turns, 
felt, to their fevere experience, that the bulk of 
her fubjefts were not to be Ihaken in their alle- 
giance, notwithftanding any pretext to the con- 
- trary, while they were permitted the cxercife 
of their religion. Though the king was now 
Xeldom called to council by Mary, yet it was 
ftill in her power to have admitted him to a 
ihare of governoient, which muft have ren- 
dered his authority refpectable ; and as he ex- 
preffed the moft bitter refentment againft the 
murderers of Rizio, it became equally defirable 
for Murray, as for Bothwell, that the queen's 
marriage with him might be diffol ved either 
by divorce or death, 

Among the other noblemen who were then 
with Mary at Craigmiller, were the earls of 
Huntley and Argylc, who were now highly in 
Mary's favour, and were juftly confidered as 
two noblemen of the greateft natural, intereft 
of any in Scotland, the one in the weft, and 
the other in the north. They cannot be fup- 
pofed to have been ignorant of Darnley's bar- 
barous and fcandalous behaviour towards the 
queen; nor is it to be doubted, that they' 
wilhed her marriage could be fet afid^. As it 
was neceffary for Murray and Ledington to 
impart their pJan t(> thofe two noblemen, they 
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Af 0.1566. repaired to their apartment. There Murray 
enlarged upon the ingratitude he fhould be 
guilty of, if he and his friends ihould abandon 
the caufe of Morton, and his affociates, to 
whom they owed their own recall from ba^ 
niihnient, and their not being forfeited and 
declared rebels. The two lords (Argyle having 
been in the lame cafe with Murray) feemed fa- 
tisfied to concur in any meafure that could 
procure the recall of Morton and his friends, 
provided it gave no offence to Mary. Mait- 
land then propofed a divorce^ as being the moft 
cfie&uai inducement for Mary to c<Mifent to rc- 
cal the exiles ; and the two lords having nQ 
material objeftion, all four repaired to Both- 
well's apartment ; and he agreeing in the fame 
opinion, they went in a body to the queen, to 
Ivhom they made the propofal of a divorce* 
Mary objedcd to this, becaufe it might turn to 
the prejudice of her fon. She feemed rather 
inclined to pafs fome time in France, till her 
hufband ihould fee his errors, and reform his 
' €ondu<^. Maitland affured her that they would 
find means to rid her of Her hufband, without 
doing her fon any prejudice ; and (continued 
. he)r^ though my lord of Murray, here prefent, 
is alniofi as true a proteftant, as your majefty is 
z papift^ he will look through his fingers 

*■ I have here taken the liberty to modernize the language, the 
Ikile of the original declai*ation made by the earls of Huntley and 
Ai'gyle, from which this narrative is taken, being veiy anti- 
quated. 

thereto. 
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thereto, without faying any thing to the famci. a.d. i56«. 
The queen's reply was, " that fhe would con- 
fent to nothing that might bring a ftain upoa 
her honour or confcicnce :" fee therefore dc*- 
fir^d that they would let the matter fiand as 
it waSy till it might be remedied by Providencib ': 
** For the fervice (faid fee) which you may in*- 
tend me, may poffibly turn to my hurt add 
prejudice." Maitland clofed the converfatioii^ 
by defiring Mary to leave the management of 
the matter to them, promifing that all feiould 
terminate for the beft, and be approved of by 
parliament. The inference made by the earh 
of > Huntley and Argyle from this con verfatio A 
was, that Murray and Maitland were parties in 
the naurder pf the king, which happened fbon 
after« 

The exceptions taken to the authenticity of 5^"^' 
this declaration are fo frivolous, that they dc- ^»"^«^' 
ferve no notice ; but ive cannot think that the 
inferences drawn from it, either by the two 
lords, or by writers who favour Mary, are 
ipnclufive againft Murray a<id Maitland. The 
temper of mind of the two noblemen, at the 
time of their making that declaration, when 
their miftrefs -was aftually accufed of murder- 
ing her buiband by Murray, muft have ren* 
dercd them fo very unfavourable to that noble^' 
man, that I think it is the ftrongeit proof of 
their candour and veracity, that no part of 
their declaration, fuppofing its contents to be 

Bbb 2 ftriftly 
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iL.B.t$66. firidlly true, can amount to a charge of Mui»^ 

ray^s being participant in the murder. The 

propofing to rid, or (to ufe their own terms) 

to make Mary " quyte of" her hufbandj is 

very applicable to the divorce. As to what 

Maitland faid about Murray's looking through 

his fingers without faying any thing, it more 

than probably related to the proceedings which 

might be neceffary to be held at the court of 

Hbme, (to which he had the ftrongeft averfion) 

tis both Mary and her hufband were papifts. The 

prefumptions which afterwards appeared of Mur? 

r?iy*s guilt, ire more difcreditable £o his memory 

thin any thing contained in this proteftacion. . 

Mary fet out from Graigmiller to the caftlc 

of Stirling, to be prefent at her ion's baptifm, 

which fhe defigned ihould be very fpleiidid^ 

Batei ptiSf By a letter from le Croc to the archbiihop of 

^^' Glafgow, flie and her hufband were then upon 

feery ill tierms., *^ His bad deportment (fays 

tiie embaiTador) is incurable ; nor can there be 

any good e:?^peQ:ed from Iiim, for feveral rea-; 

fons which I might tell you, was I prefent with 

prtptn- you.- ■ That he was at Stirling at the time of 

andcciebra^ the baptifm is certain; but he was. not prefent 

pffdtal * at the ceremony. His abfence has been con* 

ftrued greatly to Mary's difadvantage, as if it 

had been owing to her not allowing him wherer 

withal to make a decent appearance ; but this 

jeems to be ^ groundlefs charge. Mary, who 

H^iturally TpvM pomp and magnificpnce> apd 
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who was anxious about whatever concerned her a* d. 156$. 
fon, would gladly have wilhed for his father's 
prefence at the ceremony, had not Elizabeth 
inftrucled her embaffador not to give him the 
title of king ^ ; nor need we fearch for a far- 

-' s • 

\ 

• Pr. Robertfon, in his Hiftory of Scotland, vol. i. p. 388, bai 
made fome pretty extraordinary obfervations upon this head, in 
«xprefs coBtradi6tion to .Canulen, who had the very beft oppor* 
tunities of information. He fays, ** Firft, that no fuch thing as 
Bedford being commanded by Elizabeth not to give Damley 
the title of king, is to be found among Bedford's inftru^^ions.** 

Anfwer. No fuch thing is to. be found among Tamworth's. 
We do not find that Tamworth was inftrufted to refufe Damley 
the royal title ; and yet it is moi^ certain that he refufed to ac<- 
cept even of a pafs, which was fo neceflary for his fafety, be- 
f^aufe it was fighed by Darnley as a king. There was no occafion 
for Elizabeth to give Bedford any fuch inilru6lion, becaufe it' 
was a ftanding maxim with Elistabeth, ^s appears in the ca(e oT 
Arundel of Wardour, not to allow her fubjefts to accept of any , 
mark of honour or nobility, far lefs of fovereignty, from any 
foreign pow^r, without her confent. » 

** Secondly, Bedford's advice (ikys the do6lor) to the queent 
by Melvil, is utterly inconfiftent with Camden's aflertion.'* 

Anfwer. Melvil's advice is fo far from being inconfiftent* 
tliat it feenis to ftrengthen Camden's affcrtion. Melvil does not 
fpeak a fingle word of Bedford's giving any advice on that head 
to the queen. All he fays is, that Bedford defired him to requell 
her majefty to entertain her hu(band as (he had done at the be- 
ginning 5 but not a fyllable of his giving him the title of king. 

*' A paper (continues the do6lor) printed in his Appendix^ 
ijuniber 18, proves the fame thing.'' 

Anfwer. That paper proves the very reverfe. Elizabeth there 
mentions her being offended with Darnley 's difloyalty, ** both 
(fays fhe to Mary) in marriage of you, and in other undutiful- 
ufages towards me, his Cbvereign.'' Elizabeth, indeed, after- 
wards mentions the good offices ihe had employed to reconcile 
Mary to her.hufband ; but not a word. of giving him the title 
of king, or that can invalidate Camden's aiTertion, which is the 
great point in this cafe. 

" Thirdly, Le Croc (fays the doSor), the French refident* 
feoentions the king*s abfence 5 but without giving that reafon for 
^c^ which ba^ hcpji founded m Qiifod^iCs woyds, though, if that 

fca4 
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iuD. 1566. ther reafon for his abfence from the ceremony. 
The ftates, or rather the privy-couneil of Scot- 
had been the real one, he vcould fcarce have fiuled to men- 
tion it." 

•Anfw^r. This is one of the moft tmcridcad obferrafions f 
have met with. Only a few, perhaps, of many letters of le Croc, 
wri'tteh' on this occalSon, have come to our hittis. The iirft in 
the page referred to by the do^^ior, is dated the ieeond of De- 
cember, feveral days before the earl of BedfiMTd^s arrival ift 
Scotland : the fecoind is dated the twenty-third of December, at 
which time he was under Co ftrift a prohibition from hi* court not 
to corre^nd with Darnley } that he refufed to &e him, though 
three times eameftly irequefted. Le Croc therefore might very 
naturally be in the dark, as to Darnley 's true motives fot abfent- 
ing him^lf from the baptifm. Add to this, that Mary, who^ 
pi<)tied herfelf, at this time; upon her friendihip with Elizabeth, 
aftdmade &> great a parade of it before the foiisign embafTadors, 
c«nitot be fuppofed to have been very forward ift telling them> 
fbat if her hafband appeared, the Englilb minifter would not 
give him the title of king. 

«* Fourthly, Le Croc -(fays the doftor) informs his court, that 
en account of the difference betwixt the kingand the queen, he had 
vtMcd t6 hold any' farther correfpondence with the former, 
though he appears, in many inftances, to have been his great 

Anfwfer. I cannot perceive what ufe fhe do6^or can make of 
Ai» argument, which has been anfwcred in the lafl paragraph. 

*• Fifthly, As the king (fays Dr. Robertfon) was not prefcnt 
at the baptifm, he feems to have been excluded from any (hare 
in the Ordinary adminiftration of bufinefs. Two a&s of privy- 
couDcily one on the twentieth, and the other on the twenty-firfl 
of December, are found in Keith, 561. They both run in tli^ 
<|ueeto*^ name alone. The king feems not to have been preient. 
This eouM not be owing to Elizabeth^s inftru^ions to Bed* 

AjifWer. Tliis argument would have had fome weight, if the 
king had never done any thing to oifend Mary, nor given htt 
BOf octfafioti to alienate her alfediisolis from him, which the 
do^otf hiiki^f repeatedly owns he had doae. The moft fh*enu« 
CFUs advocates for Mary may reft her juilification upon that iingle 
point ; and let me add, that if at that tin>e (be deprived him of 
nU flktfe of the government, fhe repaired a moft illegal breach 
(hekadmadf ia the conftkution, and ^ed a wiie part bvtb for 

hcrlelf 
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land, had granted the queen a taxation of ^'^^^^ 
twelve thouland pounds, that is, fix thoufand 
pounds to be raifed by the fpiritual ftate, four 
thoufand by the barons and freeholders, and 
two thoufand by the burghs. This was a 
pretty extraordinary ftretch of power in the 
privy-council ; but to give it fome appearance 
of law, I perceive that eight commiflioners or 
burghs were prefent. 

On the fevcnteenth of December, dc Bri*? Manner of 
enne, who had been fent embaffador extraor- forma«»* 
diuary from France on the occafion, carried 
the prince into the chapel between two rows of 
nobility and gentry. Lc Croc> the French re- 
fident, fupplied the place of the Savoyard em* 
baffador ; the countefs of Argyle appeared as 
proxy for Elizabeth j and the Roman catholic 
noblemen carried with great form, in the Ro- 
man catholic manner, all the utenfils that were 

« -- 

bcrfelF »nd bcr people. " This cpuld not be owing (&ys the 
doftor) to Elizabeth's inftrwdlions to Bedford." Why not ?-* 
Might not Mary be glad of her authority to countenance her 
proceeding ? Mean while I muft obferve, that, properly (peak* 
ii\g, only one of the afts, mentioned by Keith, can be faid to be- 
long to the queen in council ; for it is plain (he wsls not prefent 
the fecond day, nor was it neceifary (he (hould. 

Having faid thus much, candour calls upon mc to dedare;, 
that I believe the Engliili embaffador's not giving Darnley the 
title of king, though the oftenfiblc, was not the only reaibn why 
he abfented himfelf from the baptifm ; for if Dr. Robertfou had 
examined one of the letters he quotes, he muft have obferved, 
that do far back as the Iccond of December, fifteen days before 
the baptifm, Darnjey had fortned a refolution not to be pn^f^at 
at the ceremony j and Le Croc always fpeak^ of that refolution 
as bemg a whim of Damley's. 

to 
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A. D. 1565. to be employed in the ceremony. They were 
met in the entry of the chapel by th^ archbi- 
fliop of St. Andrew's, with other popilh pre^ 
lates and dignitaries, and the baptifm was per- 
formed (all but the ceremony of the fpittle, 
which was omitted by the queen's particular 
order) by the archbifhop, according to the 
Jlomifh ritual. The prince was named Charles 
James, and his titles proclaimed to be prince 
and fteward of Scotland, duke of Rothfay, 
earl of Carrick, lord of the ifles, and baron of 
Renfrew. The earl of Bedford, with the pro- 
teftant lords, flood without the chapel, during 
the baptifm ; but Mary performed the honours 
of the ceremony with the greateft politenefs 
and good manners, though ihe never was 
known, when retired, to be more furcharged 
with grief and melancholy, than flie was at 
that very time. This was owing to the terms 
on which Ihe flood with her hufband, who, 
for the rdafons we have already feen, had ab- 
fented himfelf from the baptifm. Even arch- 
bifliop Spotfwood writes with an air of cool- 
nefs upon that fubjed, while Buchanan is out- 
rageous in his abufe of Mary, for her difrefpect 
and negleft of her hufband; but admitting 
that he was totally difregarded at the time by 
Mary, can we blanie her, after what had hap- 
pened, for humbling a man, who had repaid 
all her unexampled partiality in his favour, 
with brutal infults and treafonable attempts 

againfl 
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againft' her. crown aud perfon ? Can it be fur- a. 0.156$. 
prizing that £he difliked the prefence of a man 
at the baptifm of a cfaiild, whofe exiftence he 
had endangered by a ruffian aflallination in her 
prefence ? . - 

The rejoicings and mafquerades upon this ^^^^^^j^ 
occaiion were extraordinary, and continued for EngUih em* 
fome days after the baptifm. The earl of Bed- 
ford had prefented the queen, in Elizabeth'i^ 
name, with a magnificent font of gold, weigh* 
ing three hundred and thirty-three ounces, of 
moft curious .workmanfhip ; and Elizabeth, thp 
more to difiinguiih the occafion, had ordered 
fome of her principal courtiers, particularly 
Mr. Carey, eldeft Ton of the lord Hundfon^ 
and'Hatton, who, next to Leicefter, was her 
greateft favourite, to attend the earl of Bcd-^ 
ford ; and they were joined by a number of 
the chief barons and gentry of the north of 
England, with the principal officers of Ber- 
wick. Mary, fenfible of the great honour in- 
tended her, treated them with fo much dif^ 
tindipn, that the French, and other foreign- 
ers, feemed not a little difgufted at her par- 
tiality. Before the earl of Bedford took his 
leave, he was prefented with a rich chain o£ 
diamonds (for fo it is called by Melvil) worth 
two thoufand crowns. Mr. Carey received a 
chain of pearl, and a fine diamond ring. Mr, 
Hatton had a chain, with her majefty's pic- 
ture, and a ring ; and fix other perfons of rank 

Vol. VI. C c c yCt / 
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A.Di»5«- itccivcd, eich of theid, a chain. Thfe erf 
of Bedford was highly plestfed with hi^ eaters 
tainmetit, but lamented the differeiit^ft betweeai 
the queen and her hulband ; . and before bi ^ tt- 
turn to Berwick, he engaged Sir Jamea Mdt- 
vil, who was Imt to attend bim^ to counfel 
Mary to reftore her hiiiband to hear fa'TOttr as 
forinerly, becaufe i( might contribute equaHy to 
her honour and intereft. That fnch an advice 
ihoixld be given by an embajBador from Eiiiu^ 
l>«th is not at aU furpriaiBg; but Mary tnuft 
hive been the weakeft of women, had flie fol* 
lowed it. There was not a fpeciea of treafira 
ot pixxfligacy of which Darbky was not guilty ; 
9nd had flie degraded him from the honours to 
which &e had fa inconfideratdy raifed him, 
aind brought him to a capital trial, aH SutcfC, 
and impartial pofterityi mxiil have sqipla^ded 
her juftice. 
Dfep«tare Wheu thc earl of BedfcMrd took leave of 
•f Bedford. Mary, ihe chained him with fome difpatches to 
Elizabeth^ in which ihe complained of the in^ 
}urious fpeeches againft ber fucceffion, which 
had been made by Daltdn in thehouie of com^ 
m6ns, and recommended the archduke of 
Auflxia to her as a hufband. She l&ewife com- 
plained 0f the earl of Northumberland and 
kis brother's e^torbitant rigour in demanding 
^n ^xbravagant ranfom froln the lord Keith, 
ibd of the earl of Marifchal, who had been 
^eir prifojier for eight or nine years, alledg^ 

iagf 
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ing, thftt their detnand was contrary to an an- a* d. 146% 
cient iiiarck4aw9 eftabliihcd between the earl^ 
of Douglas and Northumberland. 

Mary had fpent the Chriftmas holidays a,t. ladirpofi. 
the houfes of Brummond and TulUbardine. Darniey. 
Her huiband^ in the mean while, Iqft Stirling 
with an intention to go to Peebles ; but went 
to Glafgow, where his father tefided, and. 
where lie fell dangeroufly ill. He was im- 
pelled to this by certain reports which pre- 
vailed at thi& time, and were equally alarming; 
to him as to Mary. A fervant, one Walctft 
belonging to the archbifliop of Glafgow, ca^ie 
to Mary at Stirling, and informed her, that it 
was publicly faid, that Darnley and his father, 
and fame of the . nobility^ intended to crown 
the young prince ; after which, the king was 
to take the regency into his own hand^*' 
When Mary gave orders for canvafling thi^ 
matter farther, one Haigate, another ferv»n$ 
of the archbifliop, was fixed upon as Walcar*» 
author ) but upon his examination, he denied 
the f afts alkdged by Walcar, though he con-^ 
fefled that he heard the report that the king 
was to be fent to prifon. This coming to th^ 
earl of Lenox's ears, he acquainted his fon 
with it, who probably, on that account, took 
refuge with his father at Glafgow. 

Mary returning to Stirling, went from 
thence to Edinburgh with her young foiK 
Hearing of her hufbaQd's illneis, fine went, t^ 
.- C c c 2 Glafgow, 
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A. D. 1566. Glafgow, T^rhcrc fht attended him, during hU 
indifpofition, with fo much tendernefs, that it 
was publicly iaid an entire reconciliation be- 
tween them had taken place. When he was 
in a condition to travel, he was put into a 
litter; and, the queen attending him, by eafy 
journies, he was brought to Edinburgh. Arch* 
bifhop Spotfwood fays, that his illnefs pro- 
ceeded from poifon, which, when we confidcr 
the charafter of Bothwell, is by no means un- 
likely ; but bifliop Lefley fays that his diftem-p 
per was venereal. 
ftetwM In the mean while, Bothwell, who ftill pre- 
liii'fiiwdi ferved his afcendency at court, had prevailed 
(ardoaed. ^j^j^ Mary to pardon the earl of Morton, and 
his friends, whofe activity in Rizio's murder 
encouraged him, with the greateft reafon, ; to 
hope, that they would be equally ufeful in 
that which he was now meditating. Mary 
was poffibly the lefs averfe to gratify Both- 
well, as flie thought her authority to be now 
fo well eftabliihed, that flie might venture 
upon her favourite fcheme of, at leaft, procu- 
ring a toleration to the Roman catholic reli- 
gion within her dominions. How far Both- 
well was in the fecret of her intention does 
not appear, or whether he promifed her any 
^fliftance fro.m the reftored exiles, We know, 
however, that at this time, fhe held a corre- 
spondence with the court of Rome ; and that 
J)Op? piu5 tjie fifth conCgned tQ hey a pf^fcnt 

. ' of 
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6f twenty thoufand crowns :by the hands of A«D,t5<f« 
cardinal Laurea. bifliop of iMondovi, whom ihe 
was to receive as nuncio into her dominions* 
Mary certainly gave his holinefs all imaginable 
affurances that flie would employ her utmoft 
power and credit for re*eftablifhing popery, in 
Scotland ; and that nothing ihould be wanting 
that could teftify her refpeft for the nundo.* 
The latter came to Paris in ;his way to Scot- 
land, and tranfmitted from thence alai^e fum 
to Mary. Notwithftanding thofe appearances, 
it is nioft credible, that Mary was fenfible 
how imprafticable it was to re-eftabliih popery 
in her dominions. Her experience and good 
fenfe muft have perfeftly conviqced her of that, 
though it is more than probable that the large- 
nefs of the prefent had induced her to exceed 
in her promifes to a zealous, credulous, pontiff 
whofe liberality on fuch occafions ,was un- 
bounded. That Mary had fome referve, ap- Keiths 
pears pretty plainly from the bifhop of Rofs, ^^^^^ 
who afted as her confeflbr, during her fick- 
nefs at Jedburgh, writing to the archbifhop of 
Glafgow, defiring him to foUicit the cardinal 
of Lorrain to prevail with the nuncio to have 
patience, and remain at Paris till the baptifhi 
was over. The fame letter reprefents, in the 
ftrongeft terms, Mary -s piety and maternal care, 
both of her fon and people, during her illnefs. 
It is farther remarkable, that though fhc pro- 
f^f&d an unalterable attachment W the Romaiji, 

ca^hoUQ 
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A*D» ij^* Catholic religion ; yet, in what flie thought to be 
her laft moments, flic goes no further in point 
of religioti, than to recommend to the noble* 
men ihovLt her, that the confcientious Roman 
catholics ihould not be prefied nor troubled. 
Hid ihc fincerely intended them any favour 
beyond a toleration, we have little room to 
doubt ihe would have opened herfelf on fo fa- 
rious an ocaiiion; :and that one prieil would 
not have concealed her fentiments when wri*^ 
ting to another. 
Marybitnct MarjT having for the convenicncy of pbyfi- 
J^db^ cians, and her own attendants, carried her hof- 
^^' band to Edinburgh, wheri they arrived on the 
goth of January, he was lodged in a hoi^ 
which had formerly belonged to the fuperior of 
the church, calkd Kirk 6 field, about the place 
where the Univerfity now ftands* Whoever is 
acquainted with the low fituation of Holy* 
rood-houfe, muft be fenfibk that it is by no 
meatis proper for a perfod recovering frota 
fickneis. Even quiet and foUtude were defirabk 
for a perfon in that condition ; and the air of 
the houfe was fo goodi that the duke of Chat^ 
le^raut, and the archbiihop of St. Andrew's^ 
lived in the neighbourhood. Maty, as a proof 
of her a&£tion for her. hufband, lodged with 
him f pr fbme days in the fame houfe. 
vkere he b The folitudc of the place encouraged Both<» 
murdered, ^^jj j.^ exccutc what hc had fo long premedi^ 

tated He believed Morton, like hmkUs to bf 

a man 
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i mad of no principle ; and he no fooner was A.D.a{6>, 
reftoitd from his baniihment, than he diw^y 
propofed that he fhould join him in murdering 
the king. Morton^ inftead of being ftartled at 
(o execrable a propofkl» alked Bothwell whether 
he had the queen's warrant for the murder^ 
He was anfwered in the negative^ but that her 
majefty was very earneft the thing fliould be 
executed, becaufe Ihe blamed her huibaad more 

for Rizio's murder than ihe did Morton. 

♦ > 

Bothwell at the fame time employed Douglas^ 
Morton's favonrite, and the fame who had been 
fo a^ive in Rizio's death, to perfuade Mortoo 
to the murder ; but the latter ftiU inlifted upon 
the warrant, which he faid never was broughl^ 
him. Bothwell made a new attempt to engage 
him when every thing was ready for execution^i 
but ftiU without effed^ Mary aU this \Mk^ 

• What I have here related qoncerning Morton's particlpa^ 
fion ifi the murder, is taken from his ot«rn confeOlon upoa the 
feaffold, written by the two clergymen, Mr. John Dury, and 
Mr. Waher Balqutonel, who attended him. This is a curious 
And remarkable paper ^ smd has aU the air of an apology for Mor- 
Km^ condoft. Its inconfifteucies^ however> ace glaring, and 
the contents of it contradiftoty ; for while the crixnkial acknow* 
ledges that he was ^gain and ^galn informed of Bothwe0*8 iir 
tention to murder the king, he iblemn}y declares that hfi 
^ ntver had art or part, of counfel, in that matter.*^ His reafim.. 
for not reveslling it h trifling &nd childlih almoft beyond belidTJ 
* To whom (faid he) ftiould I have revealed it ? To^the ()ueea2 
She was the deer th^eof. I was minded to reveal ix to the kosg^f 
Ather, but yet I durft not for my lif% i for I knew hka to be iaeh 
axhild, tb2»C there Was nothing that was told hka but he would 
reveal it to her again ; and therefore 1 durft in ne ways reveal it," 
Bat why not reveal it to the king^s grand^ther, who wa» at aa 
farther diftance thaii^bi%ow ? Why not to the jpublic ? And if 

he / 
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A.i>»u^7» was -dividing her time between the afiaif^ ot 
dftatc, and her attendance on her fon stnd hilt 

he thought himfelf in fuch terrible danger, how eafy was it for 
him to have left a full account of it in writing, and to have re- 
tired to Berwick, where he was fure of being well received, and 
have waited there till hefhould fe& how. it would operate. Iha?e 
been at pains to collate this confeflipn, or conference as it is 
called. With that printed in the Appehdix to Crawfurd of Criim* 
foy's .Memoirs, and with a paper in No. 291 of the Harleian MSS. 
in the Briti/h Mufeum. Tho' they agree in the m^n, yet I obfei re 
one variation in the paffage above quoted ; for, according to the 
Manufcript, Morton alledged, that the queen was only fufpedtcd 
if the murder, but the printed account makes him (ay that (he 
was •« the doer thereof." 

Three other glarii^ inconfiftencies appear in the fame apo- 
logy, for I can call it no other. Firll, the earl is made to fay, 
that if he had received the queen's confent under her hand, he 
would have baniflied himfelf again till he had feen further j a de* 
claration which we can fcarcely fuppofe a man of his fenfe, at 
iuch a time, to have made. Secondly, he acknowledges that he 
never attempted to diffuade Bothwell from the murder ; an ac* 
knowledgment that is pregnant with the moft unfavourable pre- 
fiimptions againft his memoiy. Thirdly, he owns that he re- 
ceived Mr. Archibald Douglas into his company even after he 
knew by his (Douglas's) own confeflion, that he was a6hiaUy 
concerned in the murder. 

To the above confiderations I (hall add, that the Continuator 
of Hollinflied (who feems to have been better acquainted than 
any of his contemporaries, with the affairs of Scotland) is of opi- 
nion, that this confellion is really an apology, ** drawn up for the 
carl by fuch of the preibytery as were prefeiit at his execution, 
and favoured him in all refpc£ls, feeking to clear him of any evil 
impofed agaii^ft him/* The fame Continuator in the uncaftrated 
edition of his Hiftory intimates, that he had a copy of the famt 
confeflion, but that he omitted part of it out of tendernefs to 
people living. In his caftrated edition he fays, ** that Morton 
opened a large difcourfe, laying the caufe, the contriving, and the 
execution of the murder on great perfons now living." 

Upon the whole, I lay indeed great weight upon this papeo 
which archbiihop Spotfwood imdoubtedly faw, becaufe it may 
certainly be relied upon as to every circumftance of Morton's 
guilt, however favourable it may be to his memory. I (hall but 
juft add, that according to archbiihop Spotfwood, Morton's con- 

MRoxx 
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band, for whom fhe expreffed an unremitting -^-^-'^^t- 
affedion. On the 9th of February, Ihe attended 
him till eleven at night, when flie left him that 
flie might be prefent at a mafqued ball, given at 
her palace on account of the marriage of one of 
her domeftics. Before morning, the inhabi- 
tants of Edinburgh were alarmed with a moft 
dreadful explofion, .occafioned by the houfe 
Vv^here the king lodged being blown up with 
gunpowder ; and his dead body next day, with 
that of his fervant,. who flept in the next room 
to him, was found in a neighbouring garden, 
but without any marks of violence, and feem- 
ingly untouched by the explofion. 
t Though it does not fall within the province Obfcm- 

. p . , , , t»on8 on the 

jbf general hiftory to defcertd to minute parti- manner of 

, . n , . '^ Kis death. 

xulars ; yet as every circumftance relatmg to 
this atrocious murder is of importance, it re- 
quires to be cleared up. That Bothwell was the 
principal aftor in the tragedy can. admit of no 
doubt ; but Mary muft have been worfe than a 



feffion was fuch that it induced the king (James the fixth) to 
ibitigate his fentencc of hanging and quartering, into beheading 
and. fufFering his body to be buried. Though this is a favour in 
which noble perfonages are generally indulged ; yet when we 
confider the prepofFelTioiis of James againfl Morton, and the 
crime for which he fuffered }• we can fcarcely fuppofe that his 
Sentence would have been mitigated (for it ftood in its original 
force till the confefiion vtras made) unlefs it had been fomewhat 
more ample than what has come to our hands; not to mention, 
that the hint given by HoUinlhed's Continuator concerning 
livii^ perfons, procured an order from court for cancelling that 
leaf of thij work among otliers. 

• D d d ^ fiend 
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A. 0.1567. fiend, iffhe could divert herfelf with dancing 
the very moment of the cataftrophe< It ap* 
jpeared by the evidences of thofe who were ex« 
amiaedy and by theiafpedion of the body, thatr 
foon after her departure from the king, he and 
his bedcha]liber*man had been ilifled, or ftran« 
gled (for no mention is made by good autho 
rity of his l;>eing fiabbed). It is probable that 
Bothwell was perfonally prefent ^t the murder; 
and that he had returned to the queen's palace be« 
fore the houfe was blown up. He was in compa*^ 
oy with Mary when the explofion was heard, and 
Ibnt out by her to enquire into the matter. Upon 
his return he affeded great aftonifhment^ told her 
ef the king's murder, but pretended (hat fome 
powder lodged in the houfe where he was,^ had 
accidentally taken fire, and killed his xna^y 
aikl his gentlemen of the bedchamber. Upon 
this the queen retired to her clofet, and wept 
bitterly. Archbiibop Spotfwood agrees, in the 
inain, with the account I have given ;,but I am 
inclined to believe the author of MelviPs Me- 
moirs as to the manner in which the king wa$ 
put to death : " Many (fays he) fufpefted that 
•the earl of Bothwell had fome enterprize againfl: 
i>im ; few durft advertife him, becaufe he told 
vijill again to ibiiie of his own fervants, who 
'were not all honeft. Yet lord Robert, earl of 
^Orkney, told him, that if he retired not haftily 
idut of that, place, it would coil him hi$ life, 
which he told again to the queen; and my 

- lord 
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lord Robert denied that ever he fpokc it. This ^' P- 's^^* 
advertifement moved the earl of Bothwell to 
haftc forward his cnteipriare: he had before 
laid a train of powder under the houfe where 
the king did lodge, and in the night did blow 
up the faid houfe with the powder ; but it was 
i^oken, that the king was taken forth and 
brought down to a ftable, where a napkin was . 
flopped in his mouth, and he therewith fuf- ^ 

f oca ted/' 

Sanderfon, a writer of queen Mary's life, ^"Jn^JonL 
fays, that one Sir Roger Aftbn, an Englilh gen- 
tleman, and the carl of Dunbar, were in the 
houfe with the king; and that fmelling the 
£re of a match, both of them leapt out of the 
window into the garden ; that the king 
catehed hold of his fword, and defired them to 
jrun and acquaint the queen that treafon was 
intended both againil him and her; that inv- 
mediatdy armed men rufhed into the room^ 
ieized and fiabbed the king, led him in the 
garden, and afterwards blew up the houfe. 
This ftory is told by a profeffed advocate for 
Mary ; and he lays^ that Afton himfcif after- 
wards repeated it, when he went to England 
with king Jatnes. Many circumftances, how^ 
ever, tend to difprove it. There was then n0 
jTuch title in Scotland as an earl of Dunbar, : 

though Sir George Home, who afterwards * 

bore that honour, might then have aUende4 
Darnley's perfon; but the firong^ eyid^ncf. 

D d d 2 againft 
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A. D. 1567. againft Afton is the manner of the king's death, 
as it is certain that rid mark of violence ap- 
peared upon his body. I fhall here clofe this 
melancholy fubjecl ; biit fhall be unavoidably 

1 ' ■ 

obliged to refume it in the fubfequent part of 
Mary's hiftory. 
informa- J have already been fo explicit as to Darnley's 

tions fent to iji *»i 

Mary from charafter, that I can now only add, that beiides 
the beauty and gracefulneft of his perfon, he 
was an accompliflied matter in horfemanfliip 
and all warlike exercifes. He had a tafte for 
mufic, and had received a complete court edu- 
cation. It is certain, that fome days before the 
murder was perpetrated, the archbiChbp of 
Glafgow fent one Dury his fervant, and advifed 
Mary, upon the information of the Spanilh am- 
baffador, that fome treafon was intended 
againft her. The archbifliop heard fome niur- 
murs of the fame kind among other people, 
and applied to the Spaniard to know the parti- 
culars ; but he declined entering upon them, 
though he faid he had '\X^ritten to his inafter, to 
know whether he fliould give the archbilhop 
any farther information. The archbifhojp then 
applied to thequeen-ihother, who thought that 
Mary was in no danger, and approved of her 
having pardoned Morton and his accomplicis. 

ptted Jar The archbifliop clofes his difpatch with an ad- 
vice to Mary, to order the captains of her guard 
to be diligent in their ofEce. Mary's anfwer 
tP this letter carries with it thi: moft g^nuint 



iii»i»y»7» 
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marks of fiilcerity and innocence. She there ^^-.'s^ 
declares, that fhe wotlld rather lofe her life 
than not take a vigorous vengeance upon the 
murderers. She fays, that the treafon was 
intended againft her as well as her hufband; 
and that it was by mere accident that Ihe did 
not lie in the fame.houfe with him that very 
night, as ihe had done moft part of the lad 
week; that when flie left him at midnight, 
•flie was attended by moft of the lords then in 
town; and that it happened iflie did not tarry 
all night by reafon of fome mafque in the 
abbey; but (adds fhe) we believe it was not 
chance, but God that put it in our head. The 
inference we naturally form from this letter is, 
that as moft of the nobility were at the king's 
houfe the night the tragedy was afted ;' and 
that as a mafqued dance (a diverfion of which 
Mary was fond) was intended at the cburt, 
her leaving the icing for that night was acci- 
dental. We cannot fairly fuppofe that flie 
"would have impofed upon her ambaffador in 
matters that were fo publicly known. 

With regard to the part afted by the earl of Praaiceof 
'Murray in this murder, I can by no means siaiiaid? 
think him either fo innocent as his friends, or fo 
guilty as his enemies, have reprefented. It is to 
the difgrace of that age and country, that we 
muft obferve, the confequences of the feudal 
inftitutions, by emancipating the great land* 
holders and noblemen in a manner from the 
«^ commoa 
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4iui>. t5«^ common law, rendered murder a very venial, 
«nd not (bldom a verjr profitable pra^ke. 
Notwithftanding all the ptovifions made by 
parliament againft it, this evil had been gain- 
ing ground ever fince the itign of James III. 
and the French adminiftratioiiy which fucceeded 
the reign of James the fifths was fo far from 
abkting it, that it was tbeniig^ to be of fervice 
to the government, by preveatJng great fami- 
lies from uniting among themfelves*^ Wha^ 
ever commendable qualities the earl of Murray 
'night have, we cannot fuppofe him to be fin« 
gular in his opiilion of a crime that had gained 
a kind of credit by cuftom ; and the utmoft 
that can be allowed to his memory is, that 
lie might think himfdf innocent, if he was not 
really an aftor in that fcene. Many circum^ 
fiances, which would be premature to mention 
,h^e,> concur to firengthen this opinion^ That 
he was not upon the fpot When the murder 
was perpetrated, is certain ; for he had the day 
before acquainted the queen, that he was ob* 
liged to go to the country to fee his wife, who 
) wail» indifpofed. 

luriii ©f Various were the conjeftures of the afioniihed 

ParnUy. public, with regard to the authors of thehor^ 
I'id tragedy ; but the general fufpiciou fell 
iipon Bothwell, and Im guilt is at this day in- 
difputable. I ihall hereafter have an opportu- 
nity of proving unanfwerably, that the writers 

who throw any imputation on the xoemory o^ 

Mary, 
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Mary, do* it upon grounds that wonld be re^ AiQti56fi 
jeAed a$ evidence in the trial of the meanefi; 
felon. < Buchanan^s virulence againft her oa 
this; occafion, is not mare unjuftifiahk than it 
IS ridiculous. He talks of omens and prodigies 
attending the murder^ which would be lau^w 
ed at in a monkiih legend^ and which &ew the 
writer ^to have been aduated by the £une weab* 
nefTes which he to feverely cenluFes in others. 
His mifreprefentations are almofi as gro(s as ,,, [ 
his abfurdities. He lays, that the nobles dc** 
creed a ftately and honourable funeral for tho 
king ; but that the queen ordered it £qi that he 
was buried in the night-time^ by porters^^with^ 
out any funeral pomp ; and that, to encreafe the 
indignity, flie ordered the body to be depofited 
near that of David Rizio, as if ihe intended to 
pleafe the ghof): of thstt wretch by the fac;ri&ce 
of her hufhand's life. The farcafiic, though, in 
reality, unmieaning"turn given to this incident, 
fufficiently proves the writer's imagination to 
be overheated on the fubjeA; but the fa&i^ 
themfelves happened to be falfe. That the bu- 
rying was private is not denied; but the 
body was embalmed, ajid had the other funeral 
honours properly conferred on it. It was thei> 
attended by the juftice clerk,, the lord Traquaix^ 
and ieveral other gentlen>en,anddeppfitedinthe 
fame vaiult which contained that of the queen'$ 
father, his fir ft queen, and thofe of his two infant 
children. The privacy of the burial was a matr 

"ter 
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Jk.v.\s^» ter of prudence, if not neceflity, becauie 
Darnley,:as well as the queen, having always 
profeffed: the* Roman catholic religion, could 
not have- been buried according to the popiih 
ritual and ceremonies^ without giving public 
oflFencc.— As the ecclefiaftic affairs of this 
reign are clofely interwoven with the civil, I 
am here to take a view of them as they ftbod 
at the time of Darnley's death. 

S'llfflaSi? ^ A general affembly. of the clergy (being the 
thirteenth) had met on the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, 1566. It is to the honour of its mem- 
bers 1 mention, that they were actuated with 
a zeal and fpirit worthy of the piireft ages of 
primitive chriftianity. The legiilature had af- 
iigned theih a certain proportion of the 
church's revenue ; but though far inadequate 
to their decent fubfiftence, it was not regularly 
paid, and many of the preachers were deftitute of 
the neceffaries of life. This was owing partly 
not only to Mary's turn -for magnificence and 
expence, which had of late exhaufted her ex- 
chequer; but to her growing diflike of the 
preachers, (of Knox particularly) and the 
hopes file entertained of reeftablifliing fome 
of the moft dangerous powers of popery, as 
an inlet perhaps to the whole. This fiiameful 
riegleft of the clergy was, in H great meafure, 
owing to the zealous congregationift», who 
had acquired, as has been already obferved, fo 
large a fliare of the churches property. So 

far 
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far as I can perceive, not one of the noblemen a.d. 156^. 
who watched and oppofed the re-eftablifhment 
of popery, ever dreamed of bellowing the leaft 
part of the church's fpoil upon the Reformed 
preachers, to whofe labours many of them were 
indebted for all they were worth. The preach- 
ers bore their hardfliips with unexampled 
magnanimity ; but their neceffities became fo 
preffing, that the queen at laft made them a 
tender of a particular fum in money and vic- 
tual, extending to the fum of ten thoufend 
pounds Scots, and four hundred chaldron of 
yidual, which a modern author perhaps over- ^ roWiw 
rates, when he fays, that it can fcarce be reck- fon* 
oned equal to nine thoufand pounds fterling ^. 
When the affembly met, the affignation was 
laid before the members, and referred to a 
committee, who reported that their neceffities 
were fuch, as compelled them to accept of it, 
tho' they were very fenfible of thdir legal rights. 
They added, that they were willing to fubfift 
upon what Ihould be given them, was it only 
bread and water ; but that they would not de- 
fift from their vocation. The members next 
came to feveral very fpirited refolutions^againft 
the ingroffers of the church's patrimony, and 
the misapplication of the tythes. 

But the great grievance under which tKe '^"^f^ 

prot^ftant religion in Scotland now laboured, J?J2"'*" 

» 'k 

• This aflignation is the a6t of privy-council, which Dr. %p- 
bertfon fays Donley was not prefent at paifing. 

Vol. VL E e e arofc 
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A. a js^. arofe from Bbthwell, whofe infernal ambition 
Spotfwood. prompted Mary to what Ihe was of herfelf 
but too prone^ to iffue a commiffion^ granting 
to the archbifhop of St. Andrew's his antient 
juriididtion, in confirming teftaments, giving 
collation of benefices, and other matters that 
ivere formerly adjudged in the fpiritual courts. 
It is not to be denied, that this xommiflion 
was a wide ilep towards the reneftablifhrnent 
of popery ; but at the fame time it cannot be 
imagined, that Mary would have granted it, 
had ihe not thought herfelf fuperior to all 
oppofition within her own dominions. Both- 
well, however, as may appear by the fequel, 
had a farther view m reftoring thofe powers to 
the archbifhop. His commifiion fuperfeded 
the powers which Mary h^id vefted in the 
commiflaries ihe had appointed for ex- 
ecuting ecclefiaftical jurifdi6tion within his 
province; and he no fooner received it, than 
he jcame to Edinburgh with a retinue of a 
Knot. hundred horfe. The earl of Murray very pro- 
perly applied to the magiftrates of Edinburgh 
for preferving the public peace, which was in 
the mod imminent danger, if the archbifhop 
ihdul4. op^n his commifiion, and proceed im- 
mediately to the execution of his revived of- 
fice. *A committee of the town-council being 
appointed to make the proper reprefentations 
to the prelate on that head, he very prudently 

defifted for that time^ Mr, Knox, was not fai 

. • •• • 

moderate. 
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moderate. He carried excommunications and A*^- 's^« 
church cenfures to the fame height they were 
at in the time of popery. He inftituted public 
fafts on account of the revival of that religion 
in Scotland) and the apoftacy of fome leaders 
of the Reformation. The reader who has the btttoppofedt 
curiofity to perufe his writings, muft conclude, 
that he thought the whole patrimony of tht 
church (though the wealth of the clergy waS 
one of the chief caufes urged for the Refor* 
mation) ought to belong to the Reformed 
preachers. In fliort, he wrote a circular let- 
ter addreffed to all his brethren, exhorting them" ' - • 
to oppofe the archbifliop's netv commiifion ; 
and that I may not feeta to mifreprefent him^ 
I fhall lay the latter part . qf if before my 
reader. " Let this our letter and requejft htkt Keith, 
witnefs, before God, before hh church, before 
the world, and before your own confcjenceis^ 
that we require you, that have prof^ffed' tito * ' 
Lord Jefus within this realm, as .well nob^lt^ 
as gentlemen, btirgeffcs and comtaons, to deH-ii 
berate upon the ftate of things prifent, and 
efpecially, whether this ufurped tyranny of 
that Roman antichrift &all be any loilger fuf* 
fered within this realm, feeing that by juft law 
it ig already aboliflied ? Secondly, Whether 
that we fhall be bound to feed idle bellies tapoa 
the patrimony of the kirk, which juftly apt 
pertaineth to God's niinifters ? Thirdly, Whe^' 
ther that idolatry and other abominations^ 

£ecz. thii 
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A. D. 1567. ^Yizt now are more than evident, fhall be any 
longer maintained and defended ? Anfwer us, as 
ye will anfwer unto God, in whofe fear we fend 
thefe our letters unto you, left that our filence 
fhould be counted for confent unto fuch im- 
piety. God take from our hearts the blind 
love of ourfelves, and all ungodly fear. Amen. 
Let us know your minds with expedition.'* 
The fubfequent calamities that happened in the 
kingdom, diverted the attention of the public 
from this matter. 
fij2 *J^' At the time of Darnley's murder, the fol- 
**^ lowing were officers of ftate : Sir Richard 

Maitland of Ledington was lord- privy-feal, 
and his fon principal fecretary of ftate ; Ro- 
bert Richardfon, commendator of St. Mary's 
ifle, was lord-treafurcr ; Mr. John Spence lord- 
advocate; Sir James Balfour was lord clerk-re- 
gifter> and Sir John Ballenden was lord juftice- 
clerk. To them we may add Mr. James Mac 
Gill, and Mr. Henry Balnaves, who were lords 
of feffion, and in high reputation with all the 
congregationifts. All thofe perfons were de- 
voted to the interefts of Murray, Morton, and 
Maitland, and afted principal parts in the fuc- 
ceeding fcenes of Mary's misfortunes. I men- 
tion their /names only to prove, that, ihe 
could have very little^ influence in the ordi- 
nary adminiftration of juftice, or in over-ru- 
ling the trial of Darnley's murderers, if thofe 
pfficers of ftate were in earneft that they 
fcoyld be brought to juftice. 
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On the twelfth of February, Mary ordered a, 0.1567* 
a proclamation to be publifhed, offering the Pncbma- 
fum of two thoufand pounds, with a reafon- differing 
able annuity, to be paid to any perfon who a^"'* 
fhould firft reveal the devifers, counfellors, or 
aftual committers of the king's murder, and 
likewife a pardon of the crime, although he 
were participant and culpable thereof. So am- 
ple a reward and remiffion betrays no confci- 
ous guilt in Mary; but it is not mentioned 
with the weight that is due to it by hiftorians. 
Bothwell was not only fufpefted, but named 
as the murderer ; and a few days after, a pa- 
per was affixed to the door of the Tolbooth, 
which was then the parliament-houfe, as well 
as the common prifon of Edinburgh, naming 
the earl of Bothwell, Mr. James Balfour, the 
parfon of Fifk, Mr. David Chalmers, and black 
Mr, John Spence. Some writers have added, 
that the fame paper threw fome imputations' 
upon Mary, as if fhe had been acccffary to the 
murder ; and mention is made of another pa- 
per being pafted up, containing an offer made 
by the author to fubfcribe his name, and make 
good the difco very, provided the money was paid 
into an indifferent hand. The ftate of the Re- 
formed religion at that time in Scotland, and 
the ferment which had been raifed in the minds 
of the people by Knox's circular letters, were 
extremely unfavourable to Mary ; and the 
fway which Bothwell was known to have at 

court. 
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A.P.1S67. tourt, naturally introduced her nanie into the 
fubjed of her hufband's murder *^ by no mean» 
to her advantage. New papers pretending 
new difcoveries were every day produced. 
Portraits of Bothwell, and Iketches of his 
perfon, and thofe of the other murderers, 
were fcattercd about the ftreets, and the pul- 
pits refounded with his guilt. 
Mary pro- The mcmory of Mary has been moft cruelly 
bS^^r abufed for her behaviour at this junfture, as if 
mutdettru £[jg jjj^j \yceti rcmifs in enquiring after, and pro* 
{ecuting the murderers ; but how is that charge 
proved ? Every meafure flie took directly re- 
futes it. It was in the power, of any villain to 
throw out dark advertifements to the public^ 
fuch as that I have mentioned, and to ilab the. 
moft inridtieftt perfons ; but are fuch intimati- 
ons to fupply the place of evidence without 
better grounds ? Was it poffible for Mary to 
<)o more than Ihe did towards difcovering the 
perpetrators of the murder ; and fetting decla- 
mation and groundlefs fufpicion afide, does it, 
i;n faft, appear that fhe omitteii a fingle cir- 
cumftance that could contribute to the difco- 
vcry ? Let us give the utmoft weight to com- 

* Buchanan, in his Dete^ion, has given u% a letter of the 
fame date, and pretty much to the fame purpofe, though in 
ibronger terms, and more reflecting upon* Mary than that pab- 
li£bed by Mr. Keith. I mention this only ^ fhew with what 
care we ought to perufe even tlie pretended record* that are 
brought by the enemies of that unfortunate princefs to blacken 
bcr memory. 

mon 
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tnon fame, and admit the influence that it a. 0.1567^ 
ought to have had upon Mary, and we fliall 
find her conduft, even in that refpeft, irrc- 
proachable. But the reader is, all this while, to 
remember, that I fpeak from fafts, and with- 
out regard to idle furmifes, or unauthenticated 
fufpicions. 

Mary's minifters and officers of ftatc were Remi^i^i^ 
under no controul in their enquiries after the niftat. 
murderers ; nor is it pretended they were under 
any. That they were influenced, however, is 
paft doubt, and that too by Bothwell, notwith- 
ftanding the deteftation in which they after- 
wards affefted to hold him. They enquired 
after the authors of the advertifements, and 
the drawers of the portraits, but^all in vain; 
and at lafl; it was made capital to diiperfe fuch 
writings or reprefentations. That her nobility 
and cbunfellors were not in eameft to difcover 
the murderers, muft appear to common fenfe, 
when it is confidered that Morton, to whom 
Bothwell had fo often applied to be concerned 
in the murder, was among them. As to Mary, 
file difchatrged her duty in a manner that ought 
to convince the moft prejudiced againft her of 
her innbcence. One James Murray, a brother 
of Sir William Murray of TuUibardine, had 
pafte'd up fome papers on the Tolbooth of 
Edinburgh, reflefling upon her as being con- 
cerned in the murder. She immediately fum- 
moned him to appear before her council j and 

left 



